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A monastery
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 Mont Saint-Michel
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 of France.
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Visitors to Bayon
 Temple in Cambodia
 travel by elephant.
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               ould you like to learn about the whole world without leaving this very spot? You can
                with this atlas! An atlas is a book of maps. What is a map anyway? It’s a drawing of
 a place as it looks from above. This book has maps of the world’s continents. You’ll see the
 shapes, locations, and features of Earth’s seven major landmasses. On pages 8 and 9, you
 will see examples of maps that show the land and places on Earth. An atlas usually gives
 you more information than just maps. In this book, you’ll find out about each continent’s
 countries, land and weather, people, animals, and major sights.




National Geographic’s Little Kids First Big Book of The
 World is organized by continent, featuring everything a
 young explorer needs to learn the lay of the land:




Countries
 Discover maps that present the countries
 of our world and learn which nations are
 considered the largest and smallest of their
 continent.




Land and Weather
 Discover a variety of landscapes with land
 maps that illustrate each continent’s peaks
 and valleys, waterways and grasslands, and
 learn about the different types of weather
 and seasons around the globe.




people
 Learn about the diverse groups of people
 who live on each continent. Find out where
 they came from and how they got there.




animals
 Discover some of the most interesting
 animals that live on each continent and find
 out where they make their homes, what they
 eat, and more.




sights
 Uncover the world’s most fascinating
 sights and the history behind their famous
 existence.




explorer spotlights
 Meet some amazing explorers on missions
 of discovery around the world and see what
 they have found.
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fact boxes give a quick look at
 important information about a continent.
 How many countries does it have? Which
 one is the smallest? Which is the big-
gest? Which city has the most people?
 You’ll find the answers in the fact boxes.




pop-Up Facts offer tidbits of really
 cool information. Use these to impress your
 friends and family with your geo knowledge.




questions relate the information back
 to you and your life. They can even start a
 conversation.

let’s go! At the end of each section
 you’ll find activities to try, each involving art,
 science, math, writing, or a physical activity.




parent tips in the back of this book
 provide games, activities, and project ideas.
 Parents can use these tips to help kids make
 more geography connections. There’s also a
 glossary, a list of words and their meanings.
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maps tell you what a place is like, even if you’ve never been there. Maps can also
 help you get where you want to go. They often use drawings called symbols to show
 things. A map key tells you what those symbols mean.

    For example, a black solid line means the boundary between countries. A black dot
 stands for a city. If you don’t know what a symbol on a map means, check the map key.
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There are two main types of maps. Political maps show the outlines of countries. They
 can also mark the location of cities and capitals. Physical maps are the second type of
 map. These maps show an area’s land and water features. You can see the locations of
 mountain ranges, forests, deserts, plains, and bodies of water such as lakes, rivers,
 and oceans.
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