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			Part I

			Using This Book to Improve Your AP Score

			
				
						
						Preview: Your Knowledge, Your Expectations

					

						
						Your Guide to Using This Book

					

						
						How to Begin

					

				

			

		

	
		
			PREVIEW: YOUR KNOWLEDGE, YOUR EXPECTATIONS

			Your route to a high score on the AP U.S. Government and Politics Exam depends largely on how you plan to use this book. Respond to the following:

			
					
					Rate your level of confidence about your knowledge of the content tested by the AP U.S. Government and Politics Exam.

					
							
							Very confident—I know it all

						

							
							I’m pretty confident, but there are topics for which I could use help

						

							
							Not confident—I need quite a bit of support

						

							
							I’m not sure

						

					

			

					
					Choose your goal score for the AP U.S. Government and Politics Exam:

					5  4  3  2  1  I’m not sure yet

					

					
					What do you expect to learn from this book? Choose all that apply to you.

					
							
							A general overview of the test and what to expect

						

							
							Strategies for how to approach the test

						

							
							The content the exam tests

						

							
							I’m not sure yet

						

					

			

			

			YOUR GUIDE TO USING THIS BOOK

			This book is organized to provide as much—or as little—support as you need, so you can use this book in whatever way will be most helpful for improving your score on the AP U.S. Government and Politics Exam.

			
					
					The remainder of Part I provides guidance on how to use this book and help you determine your strengths and weaknesses.

				

					
					Part II of this book contains your first practice test, a Diagnostic Answer Key, detailed answers and explanations for each question, and a scoring guide. (Bubble sheets can be printed from your online Student Tools.) This is where you should begin your test preparation in order to realistically determine

					
							
							your starting point right now

						

							
							which question types you’re ready for and which you might need to practice

						

							
							which content topics you are familiar with and which you will want to carefully review

						

					

					Once you have nailed down your strengths and weaknesses with regard to this exam, you can focus your test preparation, build a study plan, and be efficient with your time. Our Diagnostic Answer Key will assist you with this process.

					
						Practice on the Keyboard

						Since the AP Government exam is now fully digital, the most effective way to practice exam essays is to type them on your computer. You are welcome to use scratch paper to take notes and do a rough outline, but you should use a computer to actually type the essay. This way you will get a sense of how quickly you can type in the allotted time.

					
			

					
					Part III of this book

					
							
							provides information about the structure, scoring, and content of the AP U.S. Government and Politics Exam

						

							
							helps you to make a study plan

						

							
							points you toward additional resources

						

					


					
					Part IV of this book explores various strategies, including

					
							
							how to answer multiple-choice questions

						

							
							how to write high-scoring free-response answers

						

							
							how to manage your time to maximize the number of points you can attain

						

					


					
					Part V of this book covers the content you need to get an edge on the AP U.S. Government and Politics Exam.

				

					
					Part VI of this book contains two additional practice tests, along with their answers, explanations, and scoring guides. If you skipped Practice Test 1, we recommend that you do all four (waiting at least a day or two between them) so that you can compare your progress. Additionally, taking the practice tests will help to identify any external issues: if you consistently get a certain type of question wrong, you probably need to review it. If you got it wrong only once, you may have run out of time or been distracted by something. In either case, examining your test results will allow you to focus on the factors that caused the discrepancy in scores and to be as prepared as possible on test day.

				

					
					Online Resources contain Practice Tests 4, 5, and 6 and their answers and explanations, a score conversion chart, and bubble sheets.
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				Once you register your book online, you can print the bubble sheets and scoring worksheets for your practice tests!

			
			You may choose to use some parts of this book over others, or you may work through the entire book. This will depend on your needs and how much time you have. Let’s now look at how to make this determination.

			HOW TO BEGIN

			
					
					Take a Test

					Before you can decide how to use this book, we recommend that you take a practice test. Doing so will give you an insight into your strengths and weaknesses, and the test will also help you make an effective study plan. If you’re feeling test-phobic, remind yourself that a practice test is a diagnostic tool—it’s not how well you do that matters but how you use the information gleaned from your performance to guide your preparation.

					So, before you read further, take Practice Test 1 starting on this page of this book. Be sure to do so in one sitting, following the instructions that appear before the test.

					
						Scoring Worksheets

						We’ve included a scoring worksheet for each of the Practice Tests. Remember that these worksheets are meant to serve as a rough guideline only. AP exam scores are weighted according to a statistical process that varies slightly every year based on how students perform on the exam. But you can use the worksheets to approximate your score!

					
			

					
					Check Your Answers

					Using the Diagnostic Answer Key on this page, follow our three-step process to identify your strengths and weaknesses with regard to the tested topics. This will help you determine which content review chapters to prioritize when studying this book. Don’t worry about the explanations for now, and don’t worry about missed questions. We’ll get to that soon.

					
						AP Exams Go Digital

						As of May 2025, some AP exams are fully digital and others are hybrid digital. For the latest info regarding specific AP subjects and testing accommodations, visit apcentral.​collegeboard.​org/​exam-​administration-​ordering-​scores/​digital-​ap-​exams

					
			

					
					Reflect on the Test

					After you take your first test, respond to the following questions:

					
							
							How much time did you spend on the multiple-choice questions?

						

							
							How much time did you spend on each essay?

						

							
							How many multiple-choice questions did you miss?

						

							
							Do you feel you had the knowledge to address the subject matter in the free-response questions?

						

							
							Do you feel that you wrote well-organized, thoughtful free responses?

						

					


					
					Read Part III of this Book and Complete the Self-Evaluation

					Part III will provide information on how the test is structured and scored. It will also explain the areas of content that are tested.

					As you read Part III, reevaluate your answers to the questions above. At the end of Part III, you will revisit those questions and refine your answers to them. Use the answer key to identify where you missed the most questions, as that may present you with a good place to begin your review. Make a study plan, based on your needs and available time, that will help you to use this book most effectively.

					

					
					Engage with Parts IV and V as Needed

					Notice the word engage. You’ll get more out of this book if you use it intentionally than if you read it passively, hoping for an improved score through osmosis. In other words, focus on what you need as a learner.

					The strategy chapters in Part IV will help you think about your approach to the types of questions on this exam. This part opens with a reminder to think about how you approach questions now and then closes with a reflection section asking you to think about how/whether you will change your approach in the future.

					The content chapters in Part V are designed to provide a review of the content tested on the AP U.S. Government and Politics Exam, including the level of detail you need to know and how your knowledge of the content is tested. You will have the opportunity to assess your understanding of each chapter through test-appropriate questions and a reflection section at the end.

					

					
					Take Another Test and Assess Your Performance

					Once you feel you have developed the strategies you need and gained the knowledge you lacked, you should take Practice Test 2, which starts on this page of this book. You should do so in one sitting, following the instructions at the beginning of the test.

					When you complete the test, check your answers to the multiple-choice section with the correct responses on this page. Then, see whether a teacher will read your essays and provide feedback for your improvement.

					Once you have taken the test, reflect on which areas you still need to work on, and revisit the chapters in this book that address those deficiencies. You have additional practice tests that you can use to prepare, so space those out as you complete your content review. Part VI includes practice tests 2 and 3, and three more practice tests can be found online in your Student Tools. Finally, don’t forget to consult your class materials (e.g., textbook, handouts) as well.

					

					
					Keep Working

					As discussed in Part III, there are other resources available to you, including a wealth of information on the official AP Students website. Here, you can continue to explore areas to improve upon and engage with right up until the day of the test. If you’ve followed our recommended approach, you’ll have a total of four practice tests left at this point (one more in the back of this book and three online), and you should use a mix of Web resources and book review to solidify your understanding of any questions or subjects that you keep getting wrong.
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				You can find a course description and overview on the AP Students website, located here: apstudents.​collegeboard.​org/​courses/​ap-​united-​states-​government-​and-​politics

				This site also includes course details straight from the horse’s mouth, so to speak, as well as links to .gov resources that provide primary source information on the Constitution, the Declaration of Independence, and the various branches of government.

			
			
				Go Online!

				Check us out on YouTube for test-taking tips and techniques to help you ace your next exam at youtube.​com/​ThePrincetonReview.
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						Practice Test 1

					

						
						Practice Test 1: Diagnostic Answer Key and Explanations

					

						
						How to Score Practice Test 1

					

				

			

		

	
		
			Practice Test 1

			Click here to download a PDF of Practice Test 1

		

		Section I

		The Exam

		AP® U.S. Government and Politics Exam

		SECTION I: Multiple-Choice Questions

		
			At a Glance

			
				Total Time

				80 minutes

				Number of Questions

				55

				Percent of Total Grade

				50%

			

		

		DISCLAIMER: The official AP U.S. Government and Politics Exam will be administered in a digital format. Instructions for the digital exam may differ from this practice test.

		Instructions

		Section I of this examination contains 55 multiple-choice questions. Fill in only the ovals for numbers 1 through 55 on your answer sheet.

		Indicate all of your answers to the multiple-choice questions on the answer sheet. Give only one answer to each question.

		Use your time effectively, working as quickly as you can without losing accuracy. Do not spend too much time on any one question. Go on to other questions and come back to the ones you have not answered if you have time. It is not expected that everyone will know the answers to all the multiple-choice questions.

		AP U.S. GOVERNMENT AND POLITICS

		Section I

		Time—80 minutes

		55 Questions

		Directions: Each of the questions or incomplete statements below is followed by four suggested answers or completions. Select the one that is best in each case and then fill in the corresponding oval on the answer sheet.

		Questions 1 through 2 refer to the following.

		
			
				Congressional Job Approval, Recent Trend

				Do you approve or disapprove of the way Congress is handling its job?

			

			
				[image: ]
			

		
		
			
				1[image: ] Mark for Review

				Which of the following best describes a trend in the line graph above?

				
						
						A. The approval rating of Congress was higher in the early 2000s than in the 2020s.

					

						
						B. Congress was more popular in the early 2010s than in the late 2010s.

					

						
						C. Americans are usually displeased with Congress’s performance.

					

						
						D. Most Americans approved of the performance of Congress from 2008 to 2021.

					

				

				Go to Question 1 in Practice Test 1: Diagnostic Answer Key and Explanations, Section I: Multiple Choice

			

			
				2[image: ] Mark for Review

				Which of the following is the likely explanation for the congressional job approval ratings shown in the graph?

				
						
						A. Since the 2000s, a greater number of congressional candidates have run as independents rather than as members of political parties.

					

						
						B. Elected officials and candidates running for congressional office are increasingly using social media to reach out to voters and constituents.

					

						
						C. Websites with political content have become less popular with younger people.

					

						
						D. There has been an increase in political polarization among both the general public and members of Congress.

					

				

				Go to Question 2 in Practice Test 1: Diagnostic Answer Key and Explanations, Section I: Multiple Choice

			

		

		Questions 3 through 4 refer to the following.

		
			
				Latino Participation in Presidential Elections, 1988–2012

				(in millions)

			

			
				[image: ]
			

		
		
			
				3[image: ] Mark for Review

				Which of the following statements is reflected in the data in the table?

				
						
						A. No more than half of eligible Latino voters have ever participated in presidential elections.

					

						
						B. The number of registered voters always increases between elections.

					

						
						C. Latino voters were more dissatisfied with their electoral choices in the 1990s than they were during the 2000s.

					

						
						D. Latino voters have become a larger voice in American politics.

					

				

				Go to Question 3 in Practice Test 1: Diagnostic Answer Key and Explanations, Section I: Multiple Choice
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				Based on the table and your knowledge of typical voter behavior, which of the following statements explains Latino-American turnout between 1988 and 2012?

				
						
						A. Latino voters, less financially well off than other racial groups, did not have the opportunity to learn about upcoming elections and candidates’ positions.

					

						
						B. Presidential candidates and their beliefs did not resonate with Latino voters or went against their beliefs entirely.

					

						
						C. The large growth of Latino eligible voters between 1988 and 2012 meant that many were not politically socialized.

					

						
						D. Most eligible Latino voters do not become active voters because of discriminatory voting policies at the state level.

					

				

				Go to Question 4 in Practice Test 1: Diagnostic Answer Key and Explanations, Section I: Multiple Choice

			

		

		Questions 5 through 6 refer to the following.

		
			
				Percentage of Voters for Democratic Candidates in Presidential Elections (1972–2012)
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				Which of the following accurately describes the information presented in the infographic?

				
						
						A. If only men had voted in the 1980 election, Jimmy Carter would have won.

					

						
						B. There is little difference in the level of support that the Republican Party receives from men and women.

					

						
						C. The gender gap was more prominent in the 1980s and 1990s than it was in the 1970s.

					

						
						D. In order for a Republican candidate to win, he or she must receive more votes from women than from men.

					

				

				Go to Question 5 in Practice Test 1: Diagnostic Answer Key and Explanations, Section I: Multiple Choice
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				Which of the following could best explain the gender differences in the number of people who voted for Dole and Clinton in 1996?

				
						
						A. Clinton had previously won the election of 1992 with a majority of male voters.

					

						
						B. Dole’s campaign received the majority of its funding from corporations, while Clinton’s funding was largely from smaller donors and grassroots organizations.

					

						
						C. Dole focused primarily on traditional Republican issues such as fiscal discipline, whereas Clinton attracted female voters of both parties by staking out moderate positions on a host of issues including crime, drugs, and education funding.

					

						
						D. Since married women are more likely to vote for Democrat candidates, Clinton appealed to new voters in this demographic by focusing on domestic policy issues such as education, health care, and social welfare programs.

					

				

				Go to Question 6 in Practice Test 1: Diagnostic Answer Key and Explanations, Section I: Multiple Choice

			

		

		Questions 7 through 8 refer to the following.

		Dissemination of Medicare Benefits by Region (Billions of $)

		
			North

			
					
					2000: 12.4

				

					
					2004: 13.2

				

					
					2008: 14.0

				

					
					2012: 16.4

				

			

			Northeast

			
					
					2000: 8.2

				

					
					2004: 9.0

				

					
					2008: 9.6

				

					
					2012: 10.1

				

			

			Midwest

			
					
					2000: 12.0

				

					
					2004: 13.2

				

					
					2008: 14.2

				

					
					2012: 15.0

				

			

			West

			
					
					2000: 14.8

				

					
					2004: 16.2

				

					
					2008: 15.8

				

					
					2012: 17.0

				

			

			East

			
					
					2000: 9.8

				

					
					2004: 10.4

				

					
					2008: 10.4

				

					
					2012: 11.0

				

			

			South

			
					
					2000: 11.8

				

					
					2004: 13.6

				

					
					2008: 16.2

				

					
					2012: 18.4

				

			

		

		
			
				7[image: ] Mark for Review

				Which of the following is an accurate statement about the information in the table?

				
						
						A. The dissemination of Medicare funding has continually increased across all regions between 2000 and 2012.

					

						
						B. The West received the most Medicare funding in 2012.

					

						
						C. In 2008, the Northeast received approximately one and a half times the amount of Medicare funding as the North.

					

						
						D. Of the regions listed, the South experienced the greatest increase in Medicare funding from 2000 to 2012.

					

				

				Go to Question 7 in Practice Test 1: Diagnostic Answer Key and Explanations, Section I: Multiple Choice
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				Based on the information in the table and your knowledge of political ideology, which of the following statements best reflects how a Republican presidential candidate would address the trends in Medicare spending?

				
						
						A. Medicare spending is becoming a burden on the national budget.

					

						
						B. Medicare spending shows that the nation needs government-run health care.

					

						
						C. Medicare spending shows that the program is working as intended.

					

						
						D. Medicare spending is a crucial way to keep Americans healthy.

					

				

				Go to Question 8 in Practice Test 1: Diagnostic Answer Key and Explanations, Section I: Multiple Choice

			

		

		Questions 9 through 10 refer to the following.

		
			
				Partisan Composition of State Legislatures
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				Which of the following statements is reflected in the data in the chart?

				
						
						A. In most states, registered Democrats outnumber registered Republicans.

					

						
						B. Democrats outnumbered Republicans in state legislatures throughout the early 1990s.

					

						
						C. The number of Republican governors increased between 1990 and 1996.

					

						
						D. The Democrats and Republicans controlled an equal number of state legislatures in 1996.

					

				

				Go to Question 9 in Practice Test 1: Diagnostic Answer Key and Explanations, Section I: Multiple Choice
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				Which of the following was the most likely consequence of a trend illustrated in the bar chart?

				
						
						A. After 1996, more candidates for state legislatures ran as independents rather than as members of political parties.

					

						
						B. In the late 1990s, Democrats running for state office were more likely than Republicans to use social media to reach out to voters and constituents.

					

						
						C. Compared to those in the late 1980s, Democrats in state legislatures in the 1990s were more likely to seek bipartisan support for their initiatives, especially on controversial policy issues.

					

						
						D. The shift in party power in state legislatures in the 1990s led to increased political polarization in the general public.

					

				

				Go to Question 10 in Practice Test 1: Diagnostic Answer Key and Explanations, Section I: Multiple Choice

			

		

		Questions 11 through 14 refer to the following.

		
			“It is in the context of the present world struggle between freedom and tyranny that the problem of racial discrimination must be viewed. The United States is trying to prove to the people of the world, of every nationality, race, and color, that a free democracy is the most civilized and most secure form of government yet devised by man. We must set an example for others by showing firm determination to remove existing flaws in our democracy…. The existence of discrimination against minority groups in the United States has an adverse effect upon our relations with other countries. Racial discrimination furnishes grist for the Communist propaganda mills.”

			Source: Attorney General James P. McGranery
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				Which of the following conclusions can be drawn based on McGranery’s argument?

				
						
						A. Since the civil rights of racial minorities are protected by the Bill of Rights, there is no need to enact additional legislation in these areas.

					

						
						B. Civil rights legislation may have positive effects on foreign policy goals.

					

						
						C. The protection of civil rights is essential for a functioning democracy.

					

						
						D. Positive relationships with other countries are necessary to protect civil rights at home.

					

				

				Go to Question 11 in Practice Test 1: Diagnostic Answer Key and Explanations, Section I: Multiple Choice
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				McGranery’s statements were most likely made during the Supreme Court ruling on which of the following cases?

				
						
						A. Gideon v. Wainwright (1963)

					

						
						B. Marbury v. Madison (1803)

					

						
						C. Tinker v. Des Moines Independent Community School District (1969)

					

						
						D. Brown v. Board of Education (1954)

					

				

				Go to Question 12 in Practice Test 1: Diagnostic Answer Key and Explanations, Section I: Multiple Choice
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				Which of the following constitutional provisions enables the power of the federal government in enacting legislation regarding the issues raised in McGranery’s argument?

				
						
						A. Equal protection clause of the Fourteenth Amendment

					

						
						B. Faithful execution of the laws in Article II

					

						
						C. Judicial review in Article III

					

						
						D. Establishment clause in the First Amendment

					

				

				Go to Question 13 in Practice Test 1: Diagnostic Answer Key and Explanations, Section I: Multiple Choice

			

			
				14[image: ] Mark for Review

				Based on the text, with which of the following statements would McGranery most likely agree?

				
						
						A. The United States Constitution explicitly prohibits racial segregation.

					

						
						B. Without civil rights legislation, many people in foreign countries would be confused about the meaning of the United States Constitution.

					

						
						C. Domestic policy can impact foreign policy.

					

						
						D. Institutions that perpetuate racial discrimination ought to be held accountable for the spread of Communism in foreign lands.

					

				

				Go to Question 14 in Practice Test 1: Diagnostic Answer Key and Explanations, Section I: Multiple Choice

			

		

		Questions 15 through 17 refer to the following.

		
			“The [Tenth] Amendment states but a truism that all is retained which has not been surrendered. There is nothing in the history of its adoption to suggest that it was more than declaratory of the relationship between the national and state governments as it had been established by the Constitution before the amendment or that its purpose was other than to allay fears that the new national government might seek to exercise powers not granted, and that the states might not be able to exercise fully their reserved powers.”

			Source: United States v. Darby Lumber Co (1941)
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				The Tenth Amendment most often comes into conflict with which section of the Constitution?

				
						
						A. The “full faith and credit” clause

					

						
						B. The “necessary and proper” clause

					

						
						C. The provisions for the impeachment of a president

					

						
						D. The clause prohibiting states from coining money and entering into treaties

					

				

				Go to Question 15 in Practice Test 1: Diagnostic Answer Key and Explanations, Section I: Multiple Choice
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				The Tenth Amendment was likely added to the U.S. Constitution to satisfy the demands of

				
						
						A. James Madison

					

						
						B. the rebels who protested at Shays’ Rebellion

					

						
						C. Federalists

					

						
						D. Anti-Federalists

					

				

				Go to Question 16 in Practice Test 1: Diagnostic Answer Key and Explanations, Section I: Multiple Choice
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				Which of the following actions would be justified by the Tenth Amendment?

				
						
						A. A city government asserts exemption from a federal environmental regulation.

					

						
						B. A state asserts its right to waive federal minimum wage laws for part-time workers in a struggling industry.

					

						
						C. The federal government provides financial incentives for state governments to expand Medicaid spending.

					

						
						D. State police refuse to allow federal agents to enforce drug laws within state boundaries.

					

				

				Go to Question 17 in Practice Test 1: Diagnostic Answer Key and Explanations, Section I: Multiple Choice

			

		

		Questions 18 through 19 refer to the following.

		
			
				The Evolution of North Carolina’s Congressional District 12
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				Source: Professor Alasdair Rae and the USGS.gov website
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				The map shows how the borders of a congressional district changed between 1993 and 2015. Which of the following statements, if true, could best explain the odd shapes of the district?

				
						
						A. Due to an economic recession in 1999, moderate voters in North Carolina migrated to areas with greater opportunity in the inland portions of the state. After 2001, the migration ended and the district was restored to its prior boundaries.

					

						
						B. Democrats and Republicans have negotiated cooperatively since 1993 to create a district with fair representation for all.

					

						
						C. The boundaries of the district have been gerrymandered to create highly competitive elections.

					

						
						D. The boundaries of the district have been drawn and redrawn over time to maintain a district with a majority of voters who are registered with the same party.

					

				

				Go to Question 18 in Practice Test 1: Diagnostic Answer Key and Explanations, Section I: Multiple Choice
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				Which of the following has most likely been a consequence of the way the district is drawn on the map?

				
						
						A. It has led to less competitive elections.

					

						
						B. It has led to highly competitive elections.

					

						
						C. It has been beneficial to independent and third-party candidates.

					

						
						D. It has led to high voter turnout in most elections.

					

				

				Go to Question 19 in Practice Test 1: Diagnostic Answer Key and Explanations, Section I: Multiple Choice

			

		

		Questions 20 through 21 refer to the following.
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				Source: Rick McKee, PoliticalCartoons.com
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				Which of the following best describes the message in the political cartoon?

				
						
						A. Although voters may claim to want change in Congress, they often wind up reelecting their incumbents in primary elections.

					

						
						B. Incumbents often win, despite the efforts of their local constituency to vote them out of office.

					

						
						C. Incumbents often lose primary elections, though they tend to win in general elections.

					

						
						D. Although voters wish to vote their local representatives out of office, they are apathetic about the overall makeup of the U.S. Congress.

					

				

				Go to Question 20 in Practice Test 1: Diagnostic Answer Key and Explanations, Section I: Multiple Choice
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				Which of the following general trends in political elections most aligns with the message of the cartoon?

				
						
						A. Senate incumbents are more likely to maintain their congressional seats than are incumbents in the House of Representatives.

					

						
						B. Incumbents have a large advantage over their challengers, both in party support and campaign finance.

					

						
						C. Since incumbents spend much of their time in Washington, D.C., voters are often unsuccessful in their attempts to communicate with their congressional leadership.

					

						
						D. When voters become disgruntled with Congress, they often react by voting incumbents out of office.

					

				

				Go to Question 21 in Practice Test 1: Diagnostic Answer Key and Explanations, Section I: Multiple Choice

			

		

		Questions 22 through 23 refer to the following.

		
			
				PAC Contributions to Candidates, in millions of dollars, by PAC Type
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				Which of the following conclusions is supported by the graph?

				
						
						A. Corporations have more political influence than do labor unions.

					

						
						B. Trade PACs are the fastest-growing sector of political activism in the United States.

					

						
						C. Corporate PACs are more likely to donate to Republican candidates than to Democratic candidates.

					

						
						D. For each two-year period provided, PACs consistently contributed more than $150 million to different candidates.

					

				

				Go to Question 22 in Practice Test 1: Diagnostic Answer Key and Explanations, Section I: Multiple Choice
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				Based on the graph, which of the following claims would an opponent of PAC campaign contributions most likely make?

				
						
						A. Corporations wield undue influence in politics by contributing a greater share of money to PACs.

					

						
						B. Voter turnout will continue to be poor as long as PACs contribute more money to campaigns than individuals do.

					

						
						C. The continued presence of PAC money in political campaigns will likely lead to election fraud.

					

						
						D. PACs can more effectively influence politics by diverting their money into lobbying efforts rather than contributing to campaigns.

					

				

				Go to Question 23 in Practice Test 1: Diagnostic Answer Key and Explanations, Section I: Multiple Choice
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				To which of the following concepts did the ratification of the Constitution in 1788 most clearly commit?

				
						
						A. The idea of direct democracy

					

						
						B. The principle of limited government

					

						
						C. The abolition of slavery

					

						
						D. The need to protect the rights of the accused

					

				

				Go to Question 24 in Practice Test 1: Diagnostic Answer Key and Explanations, Section I: Multiple Choice
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				Which of the following most accurately describes The Federalist Papers?

				
						
						A. The Federalist party platform during the presidency of John Adams, the first Federalist president

					

						
						B. A popular anti-British booklet of the pre- Revolutionary era

					

						
						C. A collection of essays arguing the merits of the Constitution

					

						
						D. A series of congressional acts defining the relationship between the federal and state governments

					

				

				Go to Question 25 in Practice Test 1: Diagnostic Answer Key and Explanations, Section I: Multiple Choice
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				A Supreme Court judge expresses the desire to change public policy and alter judicial precedent. Which of the following terms describes this action?

				
						
						A. Judicial activism

					

						
						B. Due process

					

						
						C. Judicial restraint

					

						
						D. Ex post facto lawmaking

					

				

				Go to Question 26 in Practice Test 1: Diagnostic Answer Key and Explanations, Section I: Multiple Choice
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				Which of the following statements about Congress is true?

				
						
						A. Congress cannot override a presidential veto.

					

						
						B. A proposed constitutional amendment can be approved by two-thirds of the delegates in both houses of Congress.

					

						
						C. Congress can establish an official church of the United States.

					

						
						D. Congressional power over the bureaucracy is less than that of the president.

					

				

				Go to Question 27 in Practice Test 1: Diagnostic Answer Key and Explanations, Section I: Multiple Choice
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				Which of the following demonstrates why the House Rules Committee is considered one of the most powerful groups in the House of Representatives?

				
						
						A. It supervises the ethical conduct of House members.

					

						
						B. It oversees the selection of federal judges.

					

						
						C. It determines the number of subcommittees that a standing committee may establish at any given time.

					

						
						D. It determines the scheduling of votes and the conditions under which bills are debated and amended.

					

				

				Go to Question 28 in Practice Test 1: Diagnostic Answer Key and Explanations, Section I: Multiple Choice
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				Which of the following is the primary function of a political action committee (PAC)?

				
						
						A. To contribute money to candidates for election

					

						
						B. To coordinate local get-out-the-vote campaigns

					

						
						C. To promote the defeat of incumbents in the federal and state legislatures

					

						
						D. To organize protest demonstrations and other acts of civil disobedience

					

				

				Go to Question 29 in Practice Test 1: Diagnostic Answer Key and Explanations, Section I: Multiple Choice
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				Voters who rely exclusively on television network news coverage of national elections are most likely to be aware of which of the following?

				
						
						A. Which special interest groups have endorsed which candidates

					

						
						B. Public opinion polls that show the relative strength of each candidate’s support

					

						
						C. Candidates’ positions on international issues

					

						
						D. Candidates’ positions on domestic issues

					

				

				Go to Question 30 in Practice Test 1: Diagnostic Answer Key and Explanations, Section I: Multiple Choice
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				Which of the following rights does the First Amendment protect?

				
						
						A. Due process of the law in any criminal case

					

						
						B. Retention of personal property unless justly compensated by the government

					

						
						C. Not being subjected to excessive fines or unusual punishment

					

						
						D. Petitioning the government for a redress of grievances

					

				

				Go to Question 31 in Practice Test 1: Diagnostic Answer Key and Explanations, Section I: Multiple Choice
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				Which of the following cases interpreted the Due Process Clause as establishing a right to privacy for all American citizens?

				
						
						A. United States v. Lopez

					

						
						B. Tinker v. Des Moines Independent Community School District

					

						
						C. Baker v. Carr

					

						
						D. Griswold v. Connecticut

					

				

				Go to Question 32 in Practice Test 1: Diagnostic Answer Key and Explanations, Section I: Multiple Choice
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				Which principle of American government establishes concurrent state and national governments?

				
						
						A. Federalism

					

						
						B. Separation of powers

					

						
						C. Checks and balances

					

						
						D. Limited government

					

				

				Go to Question 33 in Practice Test 1: Diagnostic Answer Key and Explanations, Section I: Multiple Choice
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				Which of the following is specifically mentioned in the U.S. Constitution?

				
						
						A. Judicial review

					

						
						B. The national census

					

						
						C. Recall elections

					

						
						D. The right to public education

					

				

				Go to Question 34 in Practice Test 1: Diagnostic Answer Key and Explanations, Section I: Multiple Choice
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				The president wishes to influence the legislative process. Which of the following actions can he legally perform?

				
						
						A. Call special sessions of Congress

					

						
						B. Introduce bills to the floor of Congress

					

						
						C. Address Congress during its debate on bills

					

						
						D. Vote on acts of Congress

					

				

				Go to Question 35 in Practice Test 1: Diagnostic Answer Key and Explanations, Section I: Multiple Choice
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				Which of the following presidential powers is shared with the Senate?

				
						
						A. Deploying troops

					

						
						B. Drafting appropriations bills

					

						
						C. Negotiating treaties

					

						
						D. Forcing Congress into session

					

				

				Go to Question 36 in Practice Test 1: Diagnostic Answer Key and Explanations, Section I: Multiple Choice
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				Which of the following best describes why Republican presidential candidates who are successful in the primaries tend to be more conservative than rank-and-file Republicans?

				
						
						A. Moderate Republicans are less likely than conservative Republicans to gain widespread support in the general election.

					

						
						B. Most moderate Republicans have approved of the Democratic presidential candidate.

					

						
						C. Most rank-and-file Republicans do not care whether their party’s nominee shares their political views.

					

						
						D. Party activists, whose political participation is disproportionate to their numbers, tend to be very conservative.

					

				

				Go to Question 37 in Practice Test 1: Diagnostic Answer Key and Explanations, Section I: Multiple Choice
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				What is the primary reason that the committees in the House of Representatives are more influential than those found in the Senate?

				
						
						A. The difference in size between the two chambers means that more work is done on the floor in the Senate and more work is done in committees in the House.

					

						
						B. The Senate as a whole has confirmation powers that the House does not have.

					

						
						C. Members are appointed to the committee in the House but are elected to committees in the Senate.

					

						
						D. A member of any party can serve on a committee in the House, but only majority party members can serve on committees in the Senate.

					

				

				Go to Question 38 in Practice Test 1: Diagnostic Answer Key and Explanations, Section I: Multiple Choice

			

			
				39[image: ] Mark for Review

				Which of the following accounts for the fact that the power and prestige of the presidency have grown since 1932?

				
						
						A. America’s decreased role in international affairs

					

						
						B. Increasing public confidence in the federal government

					

						
						C. Decreased spending on entitlement programs

					

						
						D. The president’s increased visibility, due to the development of mass media

					

				

				Go to Question 39 in Practice Test 1: Diagnostic Answer Key and Explanations, Section I: Multiple Choice

			

			
				40[image: ] Mark for Review

				Which of the following generally results when the Senate and House of Representatives pass different versions of the same bill?

				
						
						A. The president signs the version he prefers.

					

						
						B. The bill goes back to each house’s committee and restarts the legislative process.

					

						
						C. All amendments to the bill are invalidated, and the original version of the bill is sent to the president to sign.

					

						
						D. The two legislative bodies form a conference committee.

					

				

				Go to Question 40 in Practice Test 1: Diagnostic Answer Key and Explanations, Section I: Multiple Choice
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				Which of the following statements concerning the likelihood that a person will vote is true?

				
						
						A. When there is a strong front-runner in a state, people in that state are more likely to vote.

					

						
						B. White-collar workers are more likely to vote than are blue-collar workers, with the exception of blue-collar workers who belong to unions.

					

						
						C. Voters who are registered as independent are more likely to vote than those who are registered Democrats or Republicans.

					

						
						D. There is no difference in the likelihood of voting among those with undergraduate degrees and those with postgraduate degrees.

					

				

				Go to Question 41 in Practice Test 1: Diagnostic Answer Key and Explanations, Section I: Multiple Choice
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				A member of which of the following demographic groups is most likely to support a Republican presidential candidate?

				
						
						A. Married white male

					

						
						B. Unmarried white female

					

						
						C. African American, male or female

					

						
						D. People under the age of 25, male or female

					

				

				Go to Question 42 in Practice Test 1: Diagnostic Answer Key and Explanations, Section I: Multiple Choice
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				Which of the following is an accurate comparison of the two court cases?

				
						
						
								
							
									United States v. Lopez (1995)

								

								
									Declared an act of Congress unconstitutional

								

								
									McDonald v. Chicago (2010)

								

								
									Found that the personal right to own firearms is protected by the due process clause of the Fourteenth Amendment

								

								

						

			

						
						
								
							
									United States v. Lopez (1995)

								

								
									Set limits to Congress’s power under the commerce clause

								

								
									McDonald v. Chicago (2010)

								

								
									Recognized the importance of state sovereignty and local control

								

								

						

			

						
						
								
							
									United States v. Lopez (1995)

								

								
									Allowed for the possession of firearms on public school property

								

								
									McDonald v. Chicago (2010)

								

								
									Ruled that state laws were supreme to national laws

								

								

						

			

						
						
								
							
									United States v. Lopez (1995)

								

								
									
										Resolved uncertainty left in the wake of District of Columbia v. Heller as to the scope of gun rights in the states

								

								
									McDonald v. Chicago (2010)

								

								
									Declared the Gun-Free School Zones Act unconstitutional

								

								

						

			

				

				Go to Question 43 in Practice Test 1: Diagnostic Answer Key and Explanations, Section I: Multiple Choice
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				Which of the following is an accurate comparison of federal and state judiciaries?

				
						
						
								
							
									Federal Judiciaries

								

								
									May overturn state decisions on any grounds

								

								
									State Judiciaries

								

								
									Are higher than federal courts

								

								

						

			

						
						
								
							
									Federal Judiciaries

								

								
									Do not hear cases which originated in state courts

								

								
									State Judiciaries

								

								
									Are entirely independent

								

								

						

			

						
						
								
							
									Federal Judiciaries

								

								
									May rule on the constitutionality of state court decisions

								

								
									State Judiciaries

								

								
									Are largely independent

								

								

						

			

						
						
								
							
									Federal Judiciaries

								

								
									Are appeals courts

								

								
									State Judiciaries

								

								
									Are trial courts

								

								

						

			

				

				Go to Question 44 in Practice Test 1: Diagnostic Answer Key and Explanations, Section I: Multiple Choice
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				Which of the following is an accurate comparison of the First and Fourth Amendments to the Constitution?

				
						
						
								
							
									First Amendment

								

								
									Contains the establishment and free exercise clauses

								

								
									Fourth Amendment

								

								
									
										Was clarified by the ruling in Wisconsin v. Yoder

								

								

						

			

						
						
								
							
									First Amendment

								

								
									
										Guarantees the right to an attorney, as stipulated by Gideon v. Wainwright

								

								
									Fourth Amendment

								

								
									Favors personal privacy

								

								

						

			

						
						
								
							
									First Amendment

								

								
									Protects freedom of religion

								

								
									Fourth Amendment

								

								
									Requires that evidence illegally seized by law enforcement cannot be used in criminal prosecutions

								

								

						

			

						
						
								
							
									First Amendment

								

								
									Protects freedom of speech

								

								
									Fourth Amendment

								

								
									
										Was used to justify the decision in McDonald v. Chicago

								

								

						

			

				

				Go to Question 45 in Practice Test 1: Diagnostic Answer Key and Explanations, Section I: Multiple Choice
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				Which of the following is an accurate comparison of traditional Republican and Democrat views on government?

				
						
						
								
							
									Republicans

								

								
									Tend to be liberal

								

								
									Democrats

								

								
									Tend to be conservative

								

								

						

			

						
						
								
							
									Republicans

								

								
									Favor more governmental regulation of the marketplace

								

								
									Democrats

								

								
									Favor personal privacy

								

								

						

			

						
						
								
							
									Republicans

								

								
									Favor a national religion

								

								
									Democrats

								

								
									Favor private education

								

								

						

			

						
						
								
							
									Republicans

								

								
									Favor fewer regulations

								

								
									Democrats

								

								
									Favor more governmental regulation of the marketplace

								

								

						

			

				

				Go to Question 46 in Practice Test 1: Diagnostic Answer Key and Explanations, Section I: Multiple Choice
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				Which of the following is an accurate comparison of a veto and a pocket veto?

				
						
						
								
							
									Veto

								

								
									Is an informal power

								

								
									Pocket Veto

								

								
									Is a formal power

								

								

						

			

						
						
								
							
									Veto

								

								
									Allows any member of Congress to delay the passage of legislation by stalling his/her vote

								

								
									Pocket Veto

								

								
									Allows a President to stop legislation by simply taking no action

								

								

						

			

						
						
								
							
									Veto

								

								
									Can be overridden with a 2/3 vote of Congress

								

								
									Pocket Veto

								

								
									Cannot be overridden with a 2/3 vote of Congress

								

								

						

			

						
						
								
							
									Veto

								

								
									Can only be implemented ten or more days after Congress has voted on a bill

								

								
									Pocket Veto

								

								
									Only works if Congress is no longer in session

								

								

						

			

				

				Go to Question 47 in Practice Test 1: Diagnostic Answer Key and Explanations, Section I: Multiple Choice
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				Congress used which of the following to justify the passage of the Civil Rights Act of 1964?

				
						
						A. Gideon v. Wainwright (1963)

					

						
						B. Southern States’ Jim Crow laws

					

						
						C. Brown v. Board of Education (1954)

					

						
						D. The Fourteenth Amendment

					

				

				Go to Question 48 in Practice Test 1: Diagnostic Answer Key and Explanations, Section I: Multiple Choice
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				According to Federalist No. 10, federalism has which of the following effects on political factions?

				
						
						A. It provides a structured environment in which factions may flourish.

					

						
						B. It limits the dangers of factionalism by diluting political power.

					

						
						C. It allows factions to dominate on the national level while limiting their influence on state governments.

					

						
						D. It eliminates any opportunity for factions to form.

					

				

				Go to Question 49 in Practice Test 1: Diagnostic Answer Key and Explanations, Section I: Multiple Choice
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				The Constitution, as originally ratified, addressed which of the following weaknesses of the Articles of Confederation?

				
						
						A. Inclusion of a chief executive office

					

						
						B. National government’s inability to levy taxes effectively

					

						
						C. Imposition of a central authority to regulate interstate trade

					

						
						D. Omission of a universal suffrage clause

					

				

				Go to Question 50 in Practice Test 1: Diagnostic Answer Key and Explanations, Section I: Multiple Choice
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				Congress’s power to determine national policy

				
						
						A. usually increases as a president’s popularity decreases, and vice versa

					

						
						B. has declined steadily since the ratification of the Constitution

					

						
						C. is severely limited by the “elastic clause” of the Constitution

					

						
						D. increases during times of war

					

				

				Go to Question 51 in Practice Test 1: Diagnostic Answer Key and Explanations, Section I: Multiple Choice
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				Which of the following statements about cabinet departments is true?

				
						
						A. They are established by the judicial branch.

					

						
						B. Their members sometimes do not share the president’s goals.

					

						
						C. They cannot all be run by leaders who belong to the same political party the president does.

					

						
						D. Every federal agency is a cabinet department.

					

				

				Go to Question 52 in Practice Test 1: Diagnostic Answer Key and Explanations, Section I: Multiple Choice
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				Which of the following statements about the Electoral College is correct?

				
						
						A. Each state must split its electoral votes among all the candidates that receive votes.

					

						
						B. Each state is equally represented in the Electoral College.

					

						
						C. The Electoral College was created by an amendment to the Constitution.

					

						
						D. The results of Electoral College voting tend to distort the winner’s margin of victory when compared with the popular vote.

					

				

				Go to Question 53 in Practice Test 1: Diagnostic Answer Key and Explanations, Section I: Multiple Choice
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				A member of the House of Representatives wishes to expedite debate on an important bill. Forming which committee would best accomplish this goal?

				
						
						A. Appropriations

					

						
						B. Financial Services

					

						
						C. Oversight and Reform

					

						
						D. Committee of the Whole

					

				

				Go to Question 54 in Practice Test 1: Diagnostic Answer Key and Explanations, Section I: Multiple Choice
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				Which of the following would best represent a conservative view concerning social policy?

				
						
						A. The federal government should have a strong role in regulating public education.

					

						
						B. Gun-owners should be permitted to openly carry firearms in public.

					

						
						C. Racial and gender considerations should be taken into account in state university admissions decisions.

					

						
						D. Individuals should rely on government aid for their economic well-being.

					

				

				Go to Question 55 in Practice Test 1: Diagnostic Answer Key and Explanations, Section I: Multiple Choice
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		Question 1 refers to the following.

		
			In March 2010, Congress enacted a federal statute called the Affordable Care Act (ACA). The ACA greatly expanded federal regulation of the health care and health insurance industries, increased Medicaid benefits, and provided for subsidized health insurance for some eligible Americans. Perhaps the most controversial aspect of the ACA was its inclusion of an “individual mandate” that required uninsured individuals who did not qualify for Medicare or Medicaid benefits to purchase health insurance from private insurers or else pay fines and penalties.

			In National Federation of Independent Business v. Sebelius (2012), the Supreme Court ruled in a 5 to 4 decision that the individual mandate was not unconstitutional. Chief Justice John Roberts represented the majority opinion when he stated that “The individual mandate cannot be upheld as an exercise of Congress’s power under the Commerce Clause…In this case, however, it is reasonable to construe what Congress has done as increasing taxes on those who have a certain amount of income but choose to go without health insurance. Such legislation is within Congress’s power to tax.” Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg, in a minority opinion, wrote that “Congress had a rational basis for concluding that the uninsured, as a class, substantially affect interstate commerce.”

			Although the ACA is still law, from 2010 to 2017, the Executive Branch did not enforce fines or penalties against Americans who lacked health insurance. In 2017, Congress finally repealed the individual mandate by passing the Tax Cuts and Jobs Act.
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				Respond to parts A, B, and C.

				
						
						Referencing the scenario, describe the enumerated power in Article I of the Constitution that the Supreme Court majority used to justify Congress’s authority to require the “individual mandate” in the Affordable Care Act (ACA).

					

						
						Explain ONE Constitutional reason why the majority on the Supreme Court may have rejected Justice Ginsburg’s argument.

					

						
						Explain ONE possible reason for the lack of enforcement and eventual repeal of the individual mandate.

					

				

				Go to Question 1 in Practice Test 1: Diagnostic Answer Key and Explanations, Section II: Free Response

			

		

		Question 2 refers to the following.

		
			
				Defense budgets, fiscal years 1948–2018

			

			
				[image: ]
				Source: Department of Defense
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				Respond to parts A, B, and C.

				
						
						Identify which two presidents were responsible for the greatest increases in defense spending since 1953.

					

						
						Describe a trend in the data and draw a conclusion about the defense spending habits of Republican and Democratic presidents.

					

						
						Explain how the defense spending as shown in the graph relates to iron triangles within the federal government.

					

				

				Go to Question 2 in Practice Test 1: Diagnostic Answer Key and Explanations, Section II: Free Response

			

		

		Question 3 refers to the following.

		
			In March 1931, nine Black men from Alabama were accused of sexually assaulting two young white women. Less than a week later, after a series of one-day trials, most of the defendants were sentenced to death. Prior to the trials, the defendants were not told they could hire lawyers or even contact their families. They had no access to a lawyer until shortly before trial. They appealed their convictions on the grounds that the group was not provided adequate legal counsel.

			In the ensuing case, Powell v. Alabama, the Supreme Court reversed the convictions, reasoning that the right to retain and be represented by a lawyer was fundamental to a fair trial in death penalty cases, and that the trial judge must inform the defendant of this right. In death penalty cases in which the defendant cannot afford a lawyer, the court must appoint one sufficiently far in advance of the trial date.
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				Respond to parts A, B, and C.

				
						
						Identify a constitutional amendment or clause that was used to justify the decisions in both Powell v. Alabama (1932) and Gideon v. Wainwright (1963).

					

						
						Based on the constitutional amendment identified in Part A, explain how Gideon v. Wainwright expanded upon the decision in Powell v. Alabama.

					

						
						Describe historical changes that have been made to the prosecution of defendants since the Gideon v. Wainwright decision.

					

				

				Go to Question 3 in Practice Test 1: Diagnostic Answer Key and Explanations, Section II: Free Response

			

		

		Question 4 refers to the following.

		Develop an argument that explains whether increased power vested to the federal government or increased power vested to the states best achieves the founders’ intent for American democracy in terms of ensuring a stable government run by the people.

		Use at least one piece of evidence from one of the following foundational documents:

		
				
				Brutus 1

			

				
				Articles of Confederation

			

				
				Federalist No. 10

			

				
				U.S. Constitution
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				In your response, you should do the following:

				
						
						Respond to the prompt with a defensible claim or thesis that establishes a line of reasoning.

					

						
						Support your claim with at least TWO pieces of specific and relevant evidence.

						
								
								One piece of evidence must come from one of the foundational documents listed above.

							

								
								A second piece of evidence can come from any other foundational document not used as your first piece of evidence, or it may be from your knowledge of course concepts.

							

						


						
						Use reasoning to explain why your evidence supports your claim/thesis.

					

						
						Respond to an opposing or alternative perspective using refutation, concession, or rebuttal.

					

				

				Go to Question 4 in Practice Test 1: Diagnostic Answer Key and Explanations, Section II: Free Response

			

		

		END OF EXAMINATION

	
		
			Practice Test 1: Diagnostic Answer Key and Explanations

		

		PRACTICE TEST 1: DIAGNOSTIC ANSWER KEY

		Click here to download a PDF of Practice Test 1 Diagnostic Answer Key

		Let’s take a look at how you did on Practice Test 1. Follow the three-step process in the diagnostic answer key below and read the explanations for any questions you got wrong or you struggled with but got correct. Once you finish working through the answer key and the explanations, devise a study plan that helps you improve any areas that you may be struggling with.

		Step 1

		Check your answers.

		
			
				
						
						Section I: Multiple Choice

					
				

			
			
				
						
						Q #

					
						
						Ans.

					
						
						Chapter #, Section Title

					
				

				
						
						1

					
						
						C

					
						
						7, Characteristics of Public Opinion

					
				

				
						
						2

					
						
						D

					
						
						7, Characteristics of Public Opinion

					
				

				
						
						3

					
						
						D

					
						
						1, Quantitative Analysis: Charts and Tables

					
				

				
						
						4

					
						
						B

					
						
						8, Election Day

					
				

				
						
						5

					
						
						C

					
						
						1, Quantitative Analysis: Charts and Tables

					
				

				
						
						6

					
						
						C

					
						
						7, Determining Factors in Ideological and Political Behavior

					
				

				
						
						7

					
						
						D

					
						
						1, Quantitative Analysis: Charts and Tables

					
				

				
						
						8

					
						
						A

					
						
						7, Political Ideologies

					
				

				
						
						9

					
						
						B

					
						
						1, Quantitative Analysis: Charts and Tables

					
				

				
						
						10

					
						
						C

					
						
						8, Party Coalitions

					
				

				
						
						11

					
						
						B

					
						
						6, Civil Rights

					
				

				
						
						12

					
						
						D

					
						
						6, Civil Rights

					
				

				
						
						13

					
						
						A

					
						
						6, Civil Rights

					
				

				
						
						14

					
						
						C

					
						
						6, Civil Rights

					
				

				
						
						15

					
						
						B

					
						
						4, Federalism

					
				

				
						
						16

					
						
						D

					
						
						4, Federalism

					
				

				
						
						17

					
						
						C

					
						
						4, Federalism

					
				

				
						
						18

					
						
						D

					
						
						5, Congressional Districts and Representation

					
				

				
						
						19

					
						
						A

					
						
						5, Congressional Districts and Representation

					
				

				
						
						20

					
						
						A

					
						
						8, The Election Cycle

					
				

				
						
						21

					
						
						B

					
						
						8, The Election Cycle

					
				

				
						
						22

					
						
						D

					
						
						8, Changes to Campaign Financing

					
				

				
						
						23

					
						
						A

					
						
						8, Changes to Campaign Financing

					
				

				
						
						24

					
						
						B

					
						
						4, The Constitutional Convention

					
				

				
						
						25

					
						
						C

					
						
						4, The Federalist Papers

					
				

				
						
						26

					
						
						A

					
						
						5, The Politics of the Judiciary

					
				

				
						
						27

					
						
						B

					
						
						5, The System of Checks and Balances

					
				

				
						
						28

					
						
						D

					
						
						5, The Legislative Process

					
				

				
						
						29

					
						
						A

					
						
						8, Changes to Campaign Financing

					
				

				
						
						30

					
						
						B

					
						
						8, Media Influence of Elections

					
				

				
						
						31

					
						
						D

					
						
						6, First Amendment Rights and Restrictions

					
				

				
						
						32

					
						
						D

					
						
						6, Griswold v. Connecticut

					
				

				
						
						33

					
						
						A

					
						
						4, Federalism

					
				

				
						
						34

					
						
						B

					
						
						4, The Constitution

					
				

				
						
						35

					
						
						A

					
						
						5, The Formal Powers of the Presidency

					
				

				
						
						36

					
						
						C

					
						
						5, The Formal Powers of the Presidency

					
				

				
						
						37

					
						
						D

					
						
						8, The Election Cycle

					
				

				
						
						38

					
						
						A

					
						
						5, Congressional Leadership

					
				

				
						
						39

					
						
						D

					
						
						5, Executive Office of the President

					
				

				
						
						40

					
						
						D

					
						
						5, Congressional Leadership

					
				

				
						
						41

					
						
						B

					
						
						7, Determining Factors in Ideological and Political Behavior

					
				

				
						
						42

					
						
						A

					
						
						7, Determining Factors in Ideological and Political Behavior

					
				

				
						
						43

					
						
						A

					
						
						6, The Second Amendment

					
				

				
						
						44

					
						
						C

					
						
						5, The Politics of the Judiciary

					
				

				
						
						45

					
						
						C

					
						
						6, The Fourth Amendment

					
				

				
						
						46

					
						
						D

					
						
						7, Political Ideologies

					
				

				
						
						47

					
						
						C

					
						
						5, The Formal Powers of the Presidency

					
				

				
						
						48

					
						
						D

					
						
						6, Civil Rights Act of 1964

					
				

				
						
						49

					
						
						B

					
						
						4, Federalist No. 10

					
				

				
						
						50

					
						
						B

					
						
						4, Articles of Confederation

					
				

				
						
						51

					
						
						A

					
						
						5, Congressional Leadership

					
				

				
						
						52

					
						
						B

					
						
						5, The Executive Branch

					
				

				
						
						53

					
						
						D

					
						
						8, The Election Cycle

					
				

				
						
						54

					
						
						D

					
						
						8, Legislation by Committee

					
				

				
						
						55

					
						
						B

					
						
						7, Political Ideologies

					
				

			
		

		
			
				
						
						Free Response

					
				

			
			
				
						
						Q #

					
						
						Ans.

					
						
						Chapter #, Section Title

					
				

				
						
						1A

					
						
						See Explanation

					
						
						4, The Constitution

					
				

				
						
						1B

					
						
						See Explanation

					
						
						4, The Constitution

					
				

				
						
						1C

					
						
						See Explanation

					
						
						4, The Constitution

					
				

				
						
						2A

					
						
						See Explanation

					
						
						1, Quantitative Analysis: Charts and Tables

					
				

				
						
						2B

					
						
						See Explanation

					
						
						8, Fiscal Policy Making

					
				

				
						
						2C

					
						
						See Explanation

					
						
						5, Iron Triangles

					
				

				
						
						3A

					
						
						See Explanation

					
						
						6, Civil Liberties

					
				

				
						
						3B

					
						
						See Explanation

					
						
						6, Civil Liberties

					
				

				
						
						3C

					
						
						See Explanation

					
						
						6, Civil Liberties

					
				

				
						
						4

					
						
						See Explanation

					
						
						4, Federalism

					
				

			
		

		Step 2

		Tally your correct answers from Step 1 by chapter. For each chapter, write the number of correct answers in the appropriate box. Then, divide your number of correct answers by the number of total questions (which we’ve provided) to get your percent correct.
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		CHAPTER 1 TEST SELF-EVALUATION
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		CHAPTER 4 TEST SELF-EVALUATION
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		CHAPTER 5 TEST SELF-EVALUATION
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		CHAPTER 6 TEST SELF-EVALUATION
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		CHAPTER 7 TEST SELF-EVALUATION

		
			
				[image: ]
			

		

		CHAPTER 8 TEST SELF-EVALUATION

		Step 3

		Use the results above to customize your study plan. You may want to start with, or give more attention to, the chapters with the lowest percents correct.

		PRACTICE TEST 1: ANSWERS AND EXPLANATIONS

		Section I: Multiple Choice

		
				
				C

				Upon a quick scan of the graph, a simple deduction is that Congress is usually “flunking” in the eyes of the American people. Choice (A) is incorrect because the approval rating of Congress fluctuated in the 20–40% range both in the early 2000s and in the 2020s. Choice (B) is likewise incorrect because the approval rating of Congress was in the 10–30% range throughout the 2010s. Choice (D) is incorrect because, according to the chart, congressional approval ratings never rose above 40% in this time period. The correct answer is (C), since a majority of Americans (that is, more than 50%) did not approve of Congress’s performance.

				Back to Question 1 in Practice Test 1, Section I: Multiple Choice

				

				
				D

				Use Process of Elimination. Choice (A) is incorrect, since it has always been extremely rare for congressional candidates to run as independents. Choice (B) is incorrect because there is no reason why the use of social media would lead to low congressional approval ratings. Choice (C) is probably untrue, and has no obvious connection to congressional job approval ratings. This leaves (D), which is correct because since the early 1990s, both the Congress and the general public have become more politically polarized. This trend can explain the low percentages and frequent swings in congressional approval.

				Back to Question 2 in Practice Test 1, Section I: Multiple Choice

				

				
				D

				Use Process of Elimination. More than half of all eligible Latino voters participated in the elections of 1992, so (A) is contradicted right off the bat. (Additionally, this chart doesn’t show any results prior to 1988 or after 2012, so avoid answers that draw conclusions about years not covered by the chart.) Choice (B) is unsupported by the data, since we aren’t given the number of registered voters; in addition, it makes the same mistake as (A) by using the word always, which refers to years not covered as well as those in the chart. Choice (C) is incorrect, since the chart provides no information about “satisfaction,” and may well be untrue, since the number of voters increased every year. Choice (D) is correct: the chart shows an increasing number of Latino voters.

				Back to Question 3 in Practice Test 1, Section I: Multiple Choice

				

				
				B

				The question asks you to make connections between the data in the graph and typical voter behavior. Choice (A) is incorrect because the graph says nothing about Latino Americans’ economic status compared to that of other racial groups. Choice (C) is incorrect because although the graph supports the statement that the Latino population grew, political socialization touches every American’s life through media, parents, school, etc. There is no way that millions of Americans would not be politically socialized. Choice (D) is incorrect because the graph does not address that issue. Also, the Voting Rights Act of 1965 barred states from denying Americans the right to vote based on race. By Process of Elimination, (B) is the correct answer. When groups of people do not vote, it is typically because they do not find any candidates who seem to represent their interests or political views and they simply choose not to participate in the process.

				Back to Question 4 in Practice Test 1, Section I: Multiple Choice

				

				
				C

				The chart shows little difference between the presidential votes of men and women in both the 1972 and the 1976 elections. Starting with the 1980 election, however, a clear gender gap can be seen, with women consistently giving greater support to the Democratic candidate than the men do. Choice (A) is incorrect, since the chart shows that, had only men voted, Ronald Reagan would have won the 1980 election by a greater margin than he actually did. Choice (B) is unsupported, since the chart is measuring Democrat voters, not Republicans, and actually suggests that from 1980 forward, a smaller percentage of women than men voted for the Republican presidential candidate. Because the chart illustrates only the percentage of votes from each gender, it is impossible to draw a conclusion about the number of votes that the candidates received from men and women, so (D) must be incorrect. Choice (C) is correct, because the black portions on the infographic are at roughly the same height for men as for women in 1972 and 1976 but noticeably higher for women than for men from 1980 through 1996.

				Back to Question 5 in Practice Test 1, Section I: Multiple Choice

				

				
				C

				Some knowledge of the Dole/Clinton election may help here but is not necessary. Use Process of Elimination. Choice (A) is incorrect based on the data supplied in the graph, and it is not clear that the election of 1992 would have a bearing on the results of the election of 1996. Choice (B) is incorrect, since both of the major parties tend to receive funding from corporations and trade unions. Also, it is unclear how funding would affect the gender voting gap. That leaves us with (C) and (D), the only answers that directly address the issue of gender. Choice (C) is better, since Clinton would have successfully captured votes from both Democrat women and moderate Republican women by appealing to domestic issues of concern to them. Dole was unsuccessful by appealing solely to his party’s base. Choice (D) is incorrect, since married women do not swing Democrat in most elections.

				Back to Question 6 in Practice Test 1, Section I: Multiple Choice

				

				
				D

				To eliminate (A), you’d have to find at least one instance in which Medicare funding does not increase; that’s either the West or the East between 2004 and 2008. To eliminate (B), see whether there are any regions that got more than the West’s $17,000,000,000 in funding; that would be the South, with $18,400,000,000. In 2008, the North (14.0) received approximately one and a half times the amount of Medicare funding as the Northeast (9.6), so eliminate (C). Accordingly, the correct answer is (D) because the South experienced the greatest increase in Medicare funding from 2000–2012, having increased by $6.6 billion over the 12-year period.

				Back to Question 7 in Practice Test 1, Section I: Multiple Choice

				

				
				A

				Politicians often use the federal government’s spending levels when making a point to potential voters. Choice (B) is a liberal position that Republicans have fought against for years. Choice (C) does not make sense because spending levels do not show either way whether a program is working. Choice (D) is incorrect because a Republican candidate would advocate for private insurance as a way to keep Americans healthy. As a result, (A) is correct as a Republican candidate would use rising Medicare costs in all regions as a way to argue that the program is becoming a burden on the national budget.

				Back to Question 8 in Practice Test 1, Section I: Multiple Choice

				

				
				B

				Compare each of the four “Democratic” bars (on the left) with the corresponding “Republican” bars on the right and then run through the choices, eliminating those that don’t match. Choice (A) is incorrect because the chart does not include information about registered voters. Choice (C) is similarly incorrect because the chart does not include information about governors. (Remember that graph questions on the AP U.S. Government and Politics Exam ask that you identify indisputable conclusions. Do not try to “read between the lines” and interpret the data—you will only get into trouble that way.) Choice (D) is wrong because Democrats controlled 20 chambers in 1996, while Republicans controlled only 17. Only (B) is correct: Democrats controlled more seats through the early 1990s before that trend began to reverse itself in 2000.

				Back to Question 9 in Practice Test 1, Section I: Multiple Choice

				

				
				C

				According to the bar graph, throughout the 1990s and early 2000s, Republicans generally gained more seats in state legislatures, while Democrats generally lost seats. Therefore, the trend is toward a more equal balance of power. Choice (A) is incorrect, since there

				
				

				
				
				
				
				

				
				
				
				
				

				
				
				
				
				

				
				
				
				
				

				
				
				
				
				

				
				
				
				
				

				
				
				
				
				

				
				
				
				
				

				
				
				
				
				

				
				
				
				
				

				
				
				
				
				

				
				
				
				
				

				
				
				
				
				

				
				
				
				
				

				
				
				
				
				

				
				
				
				
				

				
				
				
				
				

				
				
				
				
				

				
				
				
				
				

				
				
				
				
				

				
				
				
				
				

				
				
				
				
				

				
				
				
				
				

				
				
				
				
				

				
				
				
				
				

				
				
				
				
				

				
				
				
				
				

				
				
				
				
				

				
				
				
				
				

				
				
				
				
				

				
				
				
				
				

				
				
				
				
				

				
				
				
				
				

				
				
				
				
				

				
				
				
				
				

				
				
				
				
				

				
				
				
				
				

				
				
				
				
				

				
				
				
				
				

				
				
				
				
				

				
				
				
				
				

				
				
				
				
				

				
				
				
				
				

				
				
				
				
				

				
				
				
				
				

		

		Section II: Free Response

		
		
		Question 1
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		Use reasoning.

		
				
				
			

				
				
			

		

		Respond to an opposing perspective.

		
		
		
		
		
		HOW TO SCORE PRACTICE TEST 1

		
		Section I: Multiple Choice

		
		Section II: Free Response

		
		
		
		
		
		Composite Score
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