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​Disclaimer

All rights reserved. Without limiting the rights under the copyright reserved above, no part of this publication may be reproduced without the author’s written permission, except for brief quotations embodied in critical articles or reviews. This is a work of fiction. Names, characters, places, brands, media, and incidents are either the product of the author's imagination or are used fictitiously. ​

Welcome to our magical world of bedtime stories and fairy tales! Before you embark on this enchanting journey, we want to remind you of a few essential things.

Firstly, while these tales are filled with wonder and imagination, they are not meant to be taken as literal truths. Like dreams, they are intended to inspire, entertain, and spark the imagination.

Secondly, some of the stories within may contain fantastic or surreal elements. From talking animals to mystical creatures, these are all products of the imagination, not reflections of reality.

Lastly, while our stories often end with "happily ever after," real life is not always neatly wrapped up. We encourage you to discuss the lessons and morals found within these tales with your children, helping them understand the complexities of life in a meaningful way.

So, snuggle up with your loved ones, open your hearts to the magic within these pages, and let your imagination soar. But remember, the real magic lies in the bond shared between storyteller and listener.

Happy reading, and may your dreams be filled with adventure and wonder!

​​

Dedications
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For the dreamers...

The wide-eyed children who believe in talking animals, glowing forests, and happily ever after.

And for the storytellers...

The parents, grandparents, and guardians who turn quiet nights into lifelong memories, one tale at a time.

May these pages bring families closer together, spark imagination, and remind us that the greatest magic of all is love shared through a story.
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Somewhere between the last light of evening and the quiet of bedtime, a doorway opens to a place where stories live.

Welcome to the Enchanted Forest.

This book is for parents, grandparents, and anyone who has the privilege of tucking a child in at night. It’s about more than just stories... it’s about restoring a timeless tradition: sharing quiet moments before bed, wrapped in blankets and imagination.

We live in a busy, distracted world. Screens are always on. Schedules are always full. But bedtime stories are a way to slow things down. They give us a chance to sit beside the ones we love, speak gently into the stillness, and open a window into something greater than ourselves, a world of wonder, courage, laughter, and heart.

Inside these pages, you’ll find simple, enchanting tales that invite both you and your child to journey together, to talking forests, brave little heroes, distant stars, and dreams that grow wings. But just as important as the stories themselves is why we tell them.

Reading to a child isn't just about entertainment. It’s a ritual of love. It’s about connection. Each word you speak wraps your child in safety, curiosity, and comfort. Every story you share is a seed planting values, dreams, and the quiet understanding that their world is bigger than what they see.

And someday, they’ll remember. Not just the stories, but the sound of your voice. The feel of your arm around them. The warmth of being known and cared for.

These moments matter.

So, as you read, whether you’re a seasoned storyteller or just beginning, remember that the magic isn’t only in the tale. It’s in you. In your time. In your voice. In your willingness to help a child drift off to sleep with a heart full of wonder.

We hope the stories in this book bring joy, spark imagination, and create lasting memories for you and the children in your life. Because one day, those children may sit beside a little one of their own, telling the same tales—passing along the magic, just as you did.

Welcome back to bedtime stories.

Stories Inside: The Enchanted Forest

This collection includes beloved fairy tales, timeless fables, and magical stories from around the world.

Inside you will discover stories such as:


•  Cinderella

•  Snow White

•  Beauty and the Beast

•  The Little Mermaid

•  The Tortoise and the Hare

•  The Boy Who Cried Wolf

•  The Lion and the Mouse

•  Anansi the Spider (West African folklore)

•  The Monkey King (Chinese legend)

•  The Rainbow Serpent (Australian Dreamtime story)


Plus original adventures including:


•  Penelope’s Journey

•  The Well at the Edge of the Enchanted Forest


Perfect for bedtime reading and family story time.

​Chapter 1 

Once Upon a Time

The Real Magic of Storytelling

There’s something timeless about a story told just before bed. The lights are low, the house is quiet, and for a few sacred minutes, the day gives way to dreams. This is when stories come alive, when dragons roar, heroes rise, and anything feels possible.

Storytelling has been around longer than written history. It’s how values were passed down, how laughter echoed through campfires, and how children learned the difference between right and wrong. And the truth is, it’s still just as powerful today.

For parents, a bedtime story is more than just a nighttime routine. It’s a way to slow things down, sit close, and be fully present. Each tale becomes a shared journey, where you’re the guide, and your child is the wide-eyed explorer. These stories are packed with more than magic. They carry messages, about kindness, bravery, honesty, and love.

For grandparents, stories become living links to the past. A tale passed down is more than entertainment, it’s heritage. It's a memory, a lesson, or a funny moment from their own childhood wrapped up in a tale that makes little eyes go wide. In telling it, they don’t just pass along words, they pass along themselves.

Fairy tales, fables, and folk stories have stuck around for a reason. They teach us to believe in good over evil, to see the world through different eyes, and to understand that even in the darkest woods, there's always a path home. They stretch a child’s imagination and help shape their view of right and wrong. In these simple stories, children learn what it means to be brave, to help others, and to never give up.

But perhaps the greatest magic in storytelling is the bond it builds. It creates space for connection, real, lasting connection, in a world that too often rushes past it. When you take the time to read a story with a child, you're not just teaching them about the world. You're showing them that they matter.

Why Fairy Tales Still Matter

In a world overflowing with noise, fairy tales are the quiet wisdom keepers. They’ve lasted for centuries because they still speak to something deep inside us.

These tales give children a safe way to explore big emotions and big questions. Why do bad things happen? What does it mean to be strong? What if I’m scared? Fairy tales don’t shy away from challenges, they confront them with dragons, witches, and talking animals. And in the end, they show that courage, kindness, and heart will always find a way.

Reading these stories aloud, especially from one generation to the next, builds more than vocabulary. It builds empathy. It gives children a window into other cultures, other experiences, and the timeless truths that connect us all.

They’re more than just stories. They’re blueprints for the imagination and handrails for the heart.

How to Use This Book

This book isn’t meant to sit on a shelf. It’s meant to be read out loud, to fill rooms with laughter, wonder, and maybe even a few “what happens next?” gasps.

Think of it as a toolkit for connection.

Pick a time, bedtime, afternoon quiet time, rainy-day reading, or even a weekend tradition, and make it yours. You don’t need to read every night, but when you do, make it special. Make it yours.

Each story in this book is short enough to hold a child’s attention and rich enough to spark their imagination. Don’t just read the words, bring them to life. Change your voice for different characters, pause for questions, let your child guess what might happen next. Invite them into the story.

And remember: there’s no right way to read, only your way.

If a child asks for the same story ten nights in a row, that’s okay. It means the story has settled into their heart. And that’s exactly what we want.

So get comfortable. Let the world fall away for a little while. Open this book, open your heart, and let the adventure begin.


​Chapter 2

Classic Fairy Tales

Passing Down Magic

Some stories are so timeless, so deeply woven into our hearts, that we hardly remember where we first heard them. Maybe it was on our grandmother’s lap, or just before sleep as a parent turned the page with a whisper. These are the stories that stay with us, and when we share them with our children, we pass on something far more lasting than words.

The fairy tales in this chapter are more than familiar. They’re foundational. They teach kindness, resilience, bravery, and the belief that good always finds a way.

So snuggle in. These are stories worth retelling.
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Cinderella

There once lived a kind-hearted girl named Cinderella, not far from the edge of the Enchanted Forest. After losing her parents, she found herself under the rule of a cruel stepmother and two stepsisters who made her cook, clean, and sleep by the ashes of the hearth.

But Cinderella never let bitterness take root. Even in her hardships, she held on to kindness, and hope.

One day, an invitation came from the royal castle. A grand ball was to be held, and every maiden was invited. While her stepmother and stepsisters dressed in fine silks and jewels, Cinderella was left behind, scrubbing floors.

Alone and in tears, Cinderella nearly gave up, until, in a shimmer of starlight, a fairy godmother appeared. With a wave of her wand, she transformed Cinderella’s tattered dress into a gown of silver and glass, and turned a pumpkin into a golden carriage.

But the magic came with a rule: be home by midnight, or everything would vanish.

At the ball, the prince noticed Cinderella the moment she stepped into the room. They danced as if the world had fallen away. But when the clock struck twelve, Cinderella fled, leaving behind only a single glass slipper.

The prince searched the kingdom, determined to find the girl who fit the slipper. When he finally found Cinderella, her goodness shone brighter than ever—and they began their new life together.

Lesson: This story reminds us that kindness is powerful, even when the world is unkind. Cinderella teaches us to stay hopeful, and that every heart, no matter how humble, deserves a chance to shine.

**
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Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs

In a faraway kingdom, a princess was born with skin as white as snow, lips red as rose petals, and hair dark as a raven’s wing. Her name was Snow White, and her beauty was matched only by her gentle heart.

But not everyone admired her. Her stepmother, the Queen, was consumed by jealousy. When her enchanted mirror declared Snow White the fairest of them all, the Queen’s heart turned cruel.

She sent a huntsman to lead Snow White deep into the forest and ensure she’d never return. But the huntsman, moved by Snow White’s innocence, let her go.

Wandering through the woods, Snow White found a small cottage owned by seven dwarfs who worked in the nearby mines. They welcomed her with kindness, and soon, she became part of their family.

But the Queen wasn’t finished. Disguised as an old woman, she tricked Snow White with a poisoned apple. With one bite, Snow White fell into a deep sleep.

The dwarfs, heartbroken, placed her in a glass coffin in the woods.

Time passed. One day, a prince came upon the sleeping princess. Moved by her beauty and spirit, he gently kissed her. The spell broke, and Snow White opened her eyes.

She and the prince were soon married, and
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	Written by Watty Piper (1930)




	Written by Margery Williams (1922)




	Written by Shel Silverstein (1964)
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	What would Rose bring next time?

	What might the troll consider “valuable”?

	What’s across that old bridge in the cavern?






​Epilogue






	That kindness is stronger than cruelty.

	That courage is not the absence of fear, but the choice to go on despite it.

	That curiosity must be tempered by wisdom, and love by trust.

	And that, no matter how deep the forest or long the night, a path always leads back to the light.
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