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THE LOUD CLANG OF THE bell cut through the happy noise of the schoolyard, signalling the end of recess. Kids stopped mid-game, footballs and basketballs dropping to the ground as they hesitantly left their fun behind.

Over by the basketball courts, Isaac, Jamie, and Sam slowly made their way toward the main building, watching the crowd of students rush ahead. None of them wanted to return to the stuffy classroom and lessons. It was so much better out here, laughing and running under the warm morning sun.

Sam pushed her glasses up her nose and frowned. “I’m so sick of Philip stealing my hat every recess. He’s such a jerk.”

She glared at Philip, who was joking around with his friends. Even from a distance, the big 12-year-old gave off a cocky vibe as he towered over the other Grade 6 boys around him.

“I’ll sort him out for you, Sam,” Jamie offered, puffing out his scrawny chest and rolling up his sleeves. At barely five feet tall, he looked tiny next to Philip.

Sam sighed, but a small smile appeared on her lips. “Thanks for the offer, but I’d rather not visit you in the hospital.”

Jamie’s bravado deflated. “Good point. He could use me as a toothpick.”

“We just need superpowers. That’d show him,” said Isaac, clenching his fists and glaring at Philip. “We could use invisibility to steal his clothes while he’s showering after gym class. Or super speed - I’d grab his hat and be halfway to Kalgoorlie before he even knew what happened!”

Jamie’s eyes lit up. “Hey, let’s play Power Fusion again this afternoon! Maybe you’ll get super strength or laser eyes or something cool.” He pretended to shoot lasers from his eyes at Philip.

Sam’s smile faded. “I really don’t think that’s a good idea.” She lowered her voice. “Don’t you remember what happened last time? Your dad broke his arm because of that challenge.”

Jamie’s face fell. “Oh, right.”

Isaac nodded, his smile gone. “Sam’s right. Power Fusion is way too risky.” The memory of Jamie’s dad falling off the ladder after Isaac ignored a warning still worried him. They couldn’t afford any more mistakes.

Jamie scratched his shoe against the pavement. “But we’d only use the powers for good this time. I’d be super careful, I promise!” He looked at Isaac and Sam with pleading eyes. “Come on, just one more game?”

Before Isaac could respond, they heard the school caretaker nearby, scrubbing vigorously at the brick wall near the principal’s office, looking frustrated.

“Reckon they’d expel those little brats if I ever caught ’em doing this,” he muttered to himself.

He stepped back to inspect the wall, shaking his head disapprovingly. The kids craned their necks to see several crude words scrawled across the red bricks in big black letters.

The caretaker balled up his rag and tossed it into a bucket of soapy water. “Third time this week! You’d think these delinquents had nothing better to do.” He dragged the bucket further down the wall. “It sure would be nice if we had security cameras. I’d catch ’em red-handed, oh yes.”

Jamie leaned in to whisper, “You reckon it’s Philip and his mates? I bet they did this.”

“Wouldn’t surprise me,” Isaac replied, frowning. “It’s just the sort of thing a bully would do.”

Sam looked unsure. “Maybe, but we can’t jump to conclusions. I still don’t think we should play that game. It’s too dangerous.”

She shifted her backpack. “We can tell a teacher about your suspicions.”

But Jamie and Isaac were already excitedly debating superpowers that could help them catch the vandals.

“Super sight would let you see them from far away!” Jamie said eagerly.

Isaac nodded. “I could zoom in and see everything they do without them knowing.”

“Ooh, or super hearing!” Jamie cupped his ears. “You could listen for the spray paint and catch them right away.”

Isaac’s eyes lit up. “What about rock control? I could build a rock prison around the vandals and trap them until the police arrived!”

“Yeah, we could catch them red-handed for sure!” Jamie mimed squeezing the air in front of him.

Sam shook her head as the boys became more animated, suggesting other powers like plant manipulation, elemental control, teleportation, and super strength for dealing with vandals.

“I still don’t think this is a good idea,” she warned. But her words didn’t reach them. Jamie and Isaac were lost in their heroic daydreams about using powers to save their school.

Sam sighed, knowing there was no point in trying to get through to them. Once Jamie and Isaac had their minds set, nothing could pull them away from adventure. She’d be dragged along again. Maybe one day they’d actually listen to her before rushing headfirst into danger.

When the second bell rang, she hurried them to the nearest door before they got in trouble. “Come on, you two. We’re going to be late.”

Inside, Jamie and Isaac kept arguing about superhero powers all the way to their classroom, cooking up crazy plans to expose the vandals.

Sam frowned as she took her seat. “I’ve got a bad feeling about this,” she muttered. Those two were going to get her in trouble again. She just knew it.

As Mrs. Benson started English class, Isaac leaned over and whispered, “Let’s outvote Sam later so we can play Power Fusion. Maybe I’ll get a useful power to help catch Philip in the act.”

Jamie grinned and gave him a subtle thumbs up. Sam slumped down in her chair, feeling outnumbered, while their teacher shot her a stern look.

As Mrs. Benson started a boring lesson on grammar, Sam rested her chin in her hand and worried. Surely, Jamie and Isaac would think better of it before doing something foolish. Wouldn’t they?

She felt a sinking feeling that when it came to those two, common sense didn’t stand a chance against adventure and mystery. Why did she have a feeling this could only end badly?

After English, Isaac had to sit through a boring hour of mathematics. Normally, Jamie would lighten the mood with silly faces or dramatic yawns when the teacher wasn’t looking. But today he just stared out the window, deep in thought. Isaac could easily guess what was on his friend’s mind.

Sure enough, the moment class ended, Jamie turned to Isaac with a bright grin. “I’ve got a brilliant plan for catching our vandal!”

He launched into a crazy idea as they headed to lunch, involving spying on the school at night and pretending to be a police chopper with flashlights. Isaac laughed and added his own suggestions, getting caught up in their wild scheme.

Maybe Jamie was right. With the right superpower, they could uncover the truth and stop the vandalism from ruining their school. This could be their chance to be actual heroes, not just in their imaginations, but in real life!

As they dashed back into the sunlight, Isaac felt a familiar excitement bubbling inside him. What amazing powers could the mysterious Power Fusion game give him today? And could they really use their powers for good to protect their school?

When Isaac spotted Sam waiting for them, his excitement faded
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