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DEDICATION
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This book is dedicated to the countless individuals who left an indelible mark on the lives of the B.W. Cooper Housing Project community. Though the years have passed, my gratitude for their contributions remains as strong as ever. Their guidance and encouragement helped many of us find our purpose and direction. While it would be impossible to thank each person individually, I want to extend my heartfelt appreciation to all who played a part in shaping my journey, and the journey of many others.

"If you think of me as an animal, you will treat me as an animal. If you think of me as human, you will treat me as such."

— Tyronica J Seaton
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PROLOGUE
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The book, Achieving the Unthinkable: Poetry of a Rich Project Girl, serves as a poignant exploration of the theme of business is always personal. It delves into the fusion of faith, personal growth, business ethics, and the transformative power of poetry. Divided into two parts, the book offers insights into the interconnectedness of personal and professional life, as well as a collection of poetry that reflects the author's journey of faith, growth, and social injustice.

The mere belief in God has been a source of strength, guidance, and hope for countless individuals. God should be incorporated into every business model, and the navigator on your path of life. Faith can empower you to overcome even the most challenging obstacles in life, providing a foundation of inner strength that nothing else can match.

The devil often masquerades as a friend, offering temporary solutions or false comforts that seem appealing on the surface. However, these promises can lead you astray, diverting you from the righteous path. To avoid being misled, you must remain steadfast in your faith, praying and staying connected to God. Just as the US currency promotes, "In God we Trust", so should you!
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PART I: PERSONAL IS BUSINESS
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The book urges readers to approach both life and business with the same steadfast principles, recognizing that both are interwoven paths toward growth, fulfillment, and contributing to the greater good. The author emphasizes that when much is given, much is expected in return — a philosophy that highlights the importance of treating others with kindness and respect, grounded in a deep connection with God.

The author makes it clear that division and conflict hinder societal growth, and it is only through unity and shared purpose that progress can be made. Drawing on experiences from the author's upbringing and study of scripture, the book identifies the qualities that define a successful businessperson.
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PART II: POETRY
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The second part of the book takes readers on a more intimate journey, offering a collection of poetry that reflects the author's personal growth, triumphs, and social injustices. The poetry section acts as a heartfelt interlude, providing nourishment to the soul and a glimpse into the emotions that have shaped the author's experiences. They echo the themes of faith, perseverance, and social responsibility throughout.
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CHAPTER 1
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THE HUSTLE!

––––––––
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If you work in the legal profession, staying up to date with new laws and cases is crucial for enhancing your understanding of the legal system. Similarly, continuous education and skill development are essential in any job. While hard work is necessary for success in any field, being well-informed is just as important. Once you have mastered the art of "working smart," it's time to focus on your area of expertise. The true key to success is working smarter, not harder!

Investing energy in your business, understanding your niche, and knowing your clientele are vital for any business owner's success. Comparing yourself to other companies and their goals can lead to disappointment. Instead, focus on your worth and avoid hindering your progress. Although standard business plans may work for many industries, every business is unique, with its own goals and outcomes.

It's important to remember that not all money is good money. Sometimes, walking away from a deal for the right reasons is more beneficial, even if it means incurring a short-term loss. It's crucial to adhere to biblical principles and fulfill God's expectations. Don't dedicate all your time to work at the expense of your relationship with God, the true source of your success! Hustle every day while incorporating daily prayer into your routine — make it a necessity, not just a backup plan.

Work smart to create a better future for yourself and the next generation. Don't try to keep up with the Joneses; they don't exist. The illusion of having it all is misleading. No one person or family possesses everything, and chasing unrealistic standards will only lead to disappointment.

Human beings are blessed with various abilities that help us navigate life. We have teeth to chew, mouths to speak, and hands and feet to hold and walk. However, our most powerful ability lies in turning our thoughts into reality and transforming our dreams into tangible outcomes.

Achieving your goals depends on your determination and persistence. Remain steadfast in pursuing your objectives while ensuring you approach your endeavors with integrity. Remember, integrity cannot be taught; it must be ingrained. Upholding integrity in all your actions will reflect positively on your business ethics.

Operate your business with a framework of respect for all. This builds a strong foundation of unity among your team. No one wants to work for a boss who mistreats them. Being a leader does not give you the license to be unkind; rather, treating your employees with respect encourages them to view their roles as careers rather than mere jobs.

True success is achieved by following your inner compass rather than relying on others' standards. Work on the needs of your business first, and the wants will follow. Pay your employees what they are worth. Employees are the heartbeat of a successful company. An employer is the brain of a company — you need the brain and the heart to strike successfully.

Growing up in a disadvantaged neighborhood, I saw firsthand that everyone had a hustle — a professional skill that brought in honest money. The most innovative people are often those fighting for survival. A good example was Mr. Dripper, the local fruit seller. His customer service was most hospitable, his frozen treats were of better quality, and they were always fresh. His personal touch allowed him to shine amidst the competition.

Join me on this journey of resilience, faith, and spiritual growth as we explore how incorporating God's principles into business leads to success and fulfillment. Working smarter can be an enjoyable experience. Having God as your business partner allows you to create, build, and maintain a strong business foundation.
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CHAPTER 2
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EVERYTHING COUNTS!

––––––––
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Starting a business is indeed an adventure filled with highs and lows, especially in the early stages. The uncertainty, occasional setbacks, and emotional rollercoasters are all part of the journey — as is your personal investment: your unique vision, passion, and dedication.

A business plan, while it can be generic or standardized, becomes truly distinctive when infused with your own personal touch. Business models provide a structural foundation, but they only come alive when molded by the creativity, personality, and passion of the entrepreneur. It's like the difference between following a recipe and adding your secret ingredient — something only you can contribute.

This personal connection also creates a bridge between you and your customers. When you pour your uniqueness into your product or service, it resonates with people on a deeper level, beyond just utility or price. Let your business become an extension of who you are, reflecting your values and vision. Trust in God, and be yourself!

Understanding the motivations behind starting your business helps clarify your vision and keeps you grounded during tough times. Remember when God gives you an idea for a business plan, it's up to you to follow through — it's a choice. Trust that your business idea was geared towards you and your abilities.

Innovation often arises out of necessity, and filling a market need is always a solid business plan. My grandmother, Mama Carrie, was a significant influence on my life. She owned a candy shop in our neighborhood and sold her treats to tourists in the French Quarter. Growing up with her hustle as a backdrop, I learned business skills that no formal education could have taught me.

My entrepreneurial journey started early, in the third grade, when I began selling hair crochet ribbons to my neighbors. By fourteen, I had ventured into fashion. During high school, I worked two jobs simultaneously — one as a receptionist and another as a P.B.X. operator. It was during this time that I decided I wanted to become a business owner.

A life-changing experience happened when I was twelve: my first encounter with racism. A family member was denied housing based on race. That experience became a defining moment. It inspired me to pursue a career in building homes, ensuring that others would not face similar injustices.

Everyone has a story and a pivotal moment that shapes their path. When others doubt your dreams or business vision, hold on to your own belief. All you need is a purpose — to offer a product or service that improves people's lives. Incorporate your passion into your business, and success will follow.

True success requires more than knowledge or ambition — it demands dedication and resilience. God will never give you something you can't handle. Believe in yourself, just as God believes in you.

Proverbs 13:4 says, "The soul of the sluggard craves and gets nothing, while the soul of the diligent is richly supplied." This reminds us that diligence is not just a task; it is a way
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