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Strength

Alice shuffled the remaining cards in the special deck. She drew the top card and left the tarot reading room just as Madeline was leading a client into it. They smiled at each other. Alice continued to walk up the stairs and into her room. She sat down at her desk.

She wasted no time finding the corresponding cards in her decks. She set the three versions of the Strength card side by side. She opened her notebook and grabbed her pen. She blinked and took her notes. She could hear the music Eliot was playing in the greenhouse. She smiled to herself.

She lost track of time until she heard her aunt cooking in the kitchen. Alice blinked and set her pen down. She stood up and left her room. She walked downstairs into the kitchen. She waited.

The music stopped and Eliot came into the kitchen. He set the table and gave Alice a hug. Madeline continued to cook without acknowledging the young elves.

The elder elf blinked. “What is the card of the day?”

Alice answered, “Strength.”

Madeline asked, “What is the upright meaning?”

Alice answered, “The upright meaning is control of a situation, bravery, unwavering attention to a quest, ability to overcome temptation, physical strength, mind over matter, matter over mind, strength, resistance, pride, decision, will, self control, the heart of the matter, self love, unconditional love, self respect, courage, inner strength, persuasion, ruling with kindness and love without manipulation. It can also be subtle influence.”

Madeline nodded. “What is the reverse meaning?”

Alice answered, “The reverse meaning is inability due to weakness of body or soul, sickness, drive for empirical knowledge at the expense of others, indifference to others’ thoughts and feelings, manipulation or lack of confidence.”

Madeline nodded. “You may get another card tomorrow.”

Alice let go of Eliot and grabbed drinks for everyone. Madeline finished cooking and served everyone. They sat down and ate together.

Eliot said, “Alice, you’re on a roll. There can’t be many cards left at this point.”

Alice said, “No, there’s 14 left.”

Madeline blinked. “That’s all? I suppose that’s about right.”

Klio and Klia made their rounds around the house. Everything seemed fine inside and outside. Madeline finished eating and left the kitchen to deal with more tarot clients. The cats hung out in the tarot reading room where they wouldn’t mess up anything or cause a problem for anyone. She smiled at them and gave her readings as usual.

Eliot and Alice cleared the table, washed dishes and cleaned the kitchen. They left the kitchen for the greenhouse to deal with the orders of the day. They were displayed clearly on the big screen and he turned on music.

He was packing up his part of the orders as she crafted her part. The boxes were labeled and more packaging was lying out for the toiletry items. He grabbed his tools and went in search of the plants they would need for their back stock.

She finished crafting for the big orders and sealed up the boxes just as the delivery person arrived to accept them with a smile.

“Wow. Still going strong. That’s great.” The delivery person loaded the boxes onto their vehicle and left.

Alice crafted items for their back stock. Eliot came back and they were able to finish the back stock even with clients coming and going for their small orders. Soon they were cleaning the greenhouse.

When they were done, they took care of the cats’ room. Klio and Klia were quite excited at getting more food and water. They jumped on their cat tree and played with their toys. The newlyweds laughed.

Madeline stepped into the doorway. “Really, this is happiness. I’m so glad you’re all here.”

“Meow! Meow!”

The elder elf yawned and covered her mouth with her hand. “Well, I’m taking a nap. Alice, you’ll take care of the rest of the tarot clients for today?”

Alice nodded. “Of course. You just rest.”

Someone knocked on the front door.

Eliot said, “That must be one now. I’ll take care of the cleaning today.”

Alice nodded and went to the front door and opened it to a client. She led the way to the tarot reading room. She found a deck setting out on the table. She shuffled the cards and waited.

The client sat down. “Well, I know you’re not Madeline, but I hear you’re just as good. Just a general reading today.”

Alice nodded and drew three cards—reversed Star, 8 of Cups and 5 of Pentacles. She blinked as she studied the cards. “I see there are wishes and dreams, but not enough working towards those. As a result, you will find yourself walking away from a bad situation.”

The client blinked. “Oh, dear. Is there something wrong with my dreams and wishes?”

Alice shook her head. “Not at all. Dreaming and wishing is the first step. You still have to work towards a goal or they just remain as wishes and dreams.”

The client nodded. “Okay, I’ll see what I can do about them. If they are even realistic. Thank you.”

Alice led the client out and found another ready for a reading. She led the next client into the tarot reading room. They both sat down and she shuffled the cards as she waited.

The client said, “Well, I feel I’ve been working a bit too much and what do I have to look forward to?”

Alice nodded and drew three cards—10 of Wands, the Star and the Page of Swords. She blinked as she studied the cards. “I see you have been doing a lot. Perhaps a little too much. So, now you are making a wish upon a star and then you receive a message that someone has been spying on you.”

The client said, “Oh! Spying on me?”

Alice nodded. “But it turns out they just want to talk with you and get to know you better. So, I see you gaining a true friend.”

The client smiled. “In that case, I won’t worry. Thank you.”

Alice led them out of the house and found the next client waiting. She led them into the tarot reading room. She shuffled the deck and waited.

The client said, “I just met someone that I’m not sure of.”

Alice nodded and drew three cards—the Queen of Wands, Ace of Cups and the 4 of Wands. She blinked as she studied the cards. “I see you met someone who is secretive and knows about the darker side of life. They aren’t a bad person and this is leading to an unexpected romance with them. I do see the two of you happy with the romance and you will be celebrating as a result.”

The client sighed. “Why is it so hard to see?”

Alice answered, “Because the person is a mystery to you. It should be fine for you to get to know them, even if it takes some time.”

The client nodded. “I’ll do that. Thank you.”

Alice led them out of the house and turned around to see Eliot. She smiled at him.

“Let’s finish straightening out our rooms. I know you said you just wanted to share one room instead of having two separate rooms.”

“I don’t see anymore clients. So, I think now is a good time.”

Her room was bigger, so he moved his clothes into the closet. He also moved his desk and chair next to hers. They kept moving and cleaning things. His room became a spare room for guests or it could become a nursery.

Neither talked about having children as they had just gotten married. They were starting to get used to sharing a bed. They weren’t even sure if they would have guests overnight, but they had a room just in case.

“Alice, are you glad we got married?”

She smiled and nodded. “Yeah. It feels right.”

Klio and Klia watched in the hallway what the young elves were up to. The cats stayed out of the way so they wouldn’t get stepped on.

He smiled. “Good. I feel I finally got my wish in you.”

“Of course you did. I didn’t see you and now that we’re together, I’m quite happy. I never expected this.”

He held on to her. “Well, at least we are still getting our work done.”

She held on to him. “Yeah, we seem to be balanced with work and life. I hope it continues.”

“I’m so glad Madeline doesn’t have a problem with us.”

They kissed.

Alice said, “I don’t think Madeline likes the idea of marriage, but she stays out of ours.”

“She was always live and let live. I think she’s happy that we’re happy.”

“I know she is. I hope her dreams are pleasant and no nightmares.”

Madeline got up and left her room to go cook in the kitchen. The newlyweds said nothing and didn’t seem to notice they would have dinner soon. They only saw each other and felt how strong they were separately and in their marriage.


Also By Ali Noel Vyain

For more information, please check out alinoelvyain.wordpress.com and books2read.com/alinoelvyain

The Strange & Unusual Universe of Silver Moon Unicorn

The Colonies of Earth Series

The Colonies of Earth (Eris): Different

The Colonies of Earth (Venus): In Men’s Shadows

The Colonies of Earth Series: Tales From Mars

The Colonies of Earth: The Colonies Will Be Independent

The Colonies of Earth: (Orcus): The Amazons Rise Up

The Colonies of Earth (Pluto): First Time

The Colonies of Earth (Saturn & Titan): Praying for Death

The Colonies of Earth (Mercury): This Strange, Wild Land

The Colonies of Earth (The Moon): The Crossroads

The Colonies of Earth (Triton): The Mistress

The Colonies of Earth (Neptune): The Plantation Owner

The Colonies of Earth (Ceres): The Vampire’s Girlfriend

The Colonies of Earth (Titania): Vampire Struggles

The Colonies of Earth (Haumea): Aftermath

The Colonies of Earth: Box Set

The Starlover Series

Book 1: Project Earth

Book 2: Uncle & Niece

Book 3: Traveling Teenager

Book 4: Cassandra the Red Tiger

The Starlover Series Box Set

The Violet Series

Book 1: A Water Nymph’s Tale

Book 2: The Search for Merlin

Book 3: Retribution

Book 4: Flames & Ghosts

Book 5: The Lunatics

Book 6: Witches & Weres

Book 7: Recovery

Book 8: To Love or Not to Love

Book 9: The Joys of Working with Others

Book 10: After the Affair is Over

Book 11: No More Quarantine

Book 12: The Amazons Are Still in Control

Book 13: Family History

The Violet Series Box Set

The Guardian Series

Book 1: Formation of the Guardians

Book 2: The Sorceress and the Prince

Book 3: The Escaped Courtier

Book 4: The War Must End

Book 5: Anjilina

Book 6: Maggie the Fairy Warrior

Book 7: Faedin









The White Lion Unicorn Series











The Titanium Mysteries















Cyborgs





Alice Flowers Tarot
















































































Background Informational Books





Cat Tale Books




Sir Socks Le Chat





Poetry



























Non-Fiction Books





strengthcov.png
Aflice Flowers Tarot Story 64:

.St‘rengtﬁ

M
ot

Ali Noel Vyain





