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DEDICATION

To the Special One who is ready to suffer the pain for the pleasure of love. You won’t mind giving more in the middle of the pains, because you understand love.

You are the One; You are love.
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PREFACE

You are holding a book about the most familiar word in the human vocabulary, and one of the most misunderstood. Nearly every song on the radio mentions it. Every wedding is built around it. Every child asks for it before they can even say the word correctly. And yet, ask ten people to define it honestly, and you will likely receive ten different, often contradictory, answers. Some will describe a feeling. Some will describe a person. Few will describe what Scripture actually reveals love to be.

Why Another Book on Love?

It is a fair question. Entire libraries have already been written on this subject, from ancient philosophy to modern self-help. I did not write this book because love has never been addressed before. I wrote it because, after many years of pastoral ministry, walking with families through weddings, funerals, reconciliations, and painful betrayals, I have watched countless believers misunderstand love in ways that quietly damage their marriages, their parenting, their friendships, and their walk with God.

I have sat with husbands who believed love was primarily a feeling, and who therefore assumed their marriage was over the moment the feeling faded. I have sat with parents crushed by guilt over a child's choices, believing their own imperfect love was the sole cause. I have sat with believers who related to God mainly through fear, having never grasped that perfect love was meant to drive that fear out rather than reinforce it. Each of these conversations planted a seed that eventually grew into this book.

This is not a book of clever quotes about love, nor a purely academic study of the Greek words behind the English term, although we will look closely at Scripture throughout. This is a pastoral book, written from years of watching real people love well, love poorly, and slowly learn to love more like Christ. My hope is that it will do for you what these years of ministry have done for me, correct a few misunderstandings, deepen a few convictions, and most of all, point you back to the source of every love worth having.

A brief word about this book's subtitle. When we call love the greatest force given to humanity, we do not mean an impersonal power that exists apart from God, available for anyone to wield. Love is rooted first in God's own nature and revealed most fully in Christ. To call it a force is simply to say that nothing else moves the human heart, sustains a marriage, disciples a nation, or reaches the cross with greater power than the love that originates in Him.

Love: The Language That Never Grows Old

Every generation believes it has discovered something new about love, and every generation eventually rediscovers what Scripture has said all along. Trends in relationships come and go. Cultural definitions of love shift with each decade. But the love described in 1 Corinthians 13, patient, kind, keeping no record of wrongs, always hoping, always persevering, has never once gone out of style, because it was never fashionable to begin with. It was simply true, and truth does not age.


"Love never fails." 1 Corinthians 13:8


This is why a book on love, however many others have already been written, will never truly become outdated. Every generation needs to hear again what love actually is, because every generation is tempted to trade the real thing for a cheaper substitute. My prayer is that as you read these pages, you will not simply learn new information about love. You will encounter, freshly, the God who is love, and find yourself both more secure in His love for you and more equipped to love the people He has placed in your life.

Sixteen chapters lie ahead, each one building on the last, moving from love's origin in the heart of God, through its practical expressions in our families, friendships, and communities, and finally back to the cross, where love received its clearest and most complete demonstration. Read slowly. Let each chapter's Reflect and Respond questions do their quiet work in your heart, and let the Prayer Prompts become your own words to God. This is love. May you know it more fully by the time you reach the final page.

Bishop Osei Tweneboah Koduah

CHAPTER 1
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The Origin of Love
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"Whoever does not love does not know God, because God is love."  1 John 4:8

	KEY INSIGHT

Love is not a human invention that God later approved of. Love is the eternal nature of God Himself, existing before the first star was hung in place. Every true expression of love in the earth, however small, is a borrowed reflection of a love that belongs first to God.



Long before there was a man to till a garden, a woman to walk beside him, or a family to gather at a table, there was love. This is one of the most overlooked truths in all of Scripture. We tend to think of love the way we think of language or music, as something humanity discovered over time and slowly perfected. But love did not begin with us. Love began in God, and it began before time itself had a name.

The apostle John did not write that God has love, as though love were a possession God carries. He wrote something far more staggering: "God is love" (1 John 4:8). Love is not a mood that visits God on His better days. It is not one attribute competing for space alongside His holiness, His justice, and His power. Love belongs eternally and perfectly to the nature of God, and it never contradicts His holiness, justice, or truth; all His attributes exist in perfect unity. Everything else we learn about His character, His mercy, His patience, His faithfulness, is expressed in harmony with this reality.

Love Before Creation

If love is who God is, then love did not begin at creation. It existed within the fellowship of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit before the world was framed. Jesus said to the Father, "You loved me before the foundation of the world" (John 17:24). This single sentence unlocks something profound. The Godhead has always existed in perfect, self-giving love. The Father has always loved the Son. The Son has always loved the Father. The Spirit has always moved in that same current of love. God did not need to create anything in order to have someone to love. He was already complete in that love within Himself.

This matters more than it may first appear. It means love was never God's reaction to something outside of Him. Love is not God's response to our need. Love is God's nature, and creation became the stage on which that nature would be displayed and shared.

God as the Source of All Love


"I have loved you with an everlasting love; I have drawn you with unfailing kindness." Jeremiah 31:3


Every river has a source. You can trace a stream for miles, but eventually you arrive at the spring where the water first broke through the ground. Human love, whether it is the tenderness of a mother, the loyalty of a friend, or the affection between a husband and wife, is a stream. God is the source. First John 4:19 says it plainly, "We love because he first loved us." We did not teach God how to love by loving Him first. He loved first, and everything we know of love is our response to His initiative.

I once counseled a young man named Marcus who told me he was not sure he was capable of truly loving anyone. He had grown up in a home where affection was rare and criticism was constant. He said, "How can I give something I was never given?" It was a fair question, and it deserved a better answer than encouragement alone. I turned him to Romans 5:8, where Paul writes that God demonstrated His own love toward us in that, while we were still sinners, Christ died for us. I told Marcus that his capacity to love was never meant to come from his childhood home. It was meant to come from the throne room of God. The love he lacked from his father, he could receive in full from his Father in heaven, and from that fresh spring, he could begin to draw water for his own family. Marcus later said that verse became the turning point of his marriage. He stopped trying to manufacture love out of an empty well and started receiving it from the only source that never runs dry.

This is the good news for every person who feels love-starved. You do not have to generate love from nothing. You draw from a Source who has never once run low.

Why Mankind Was Created for Relationship

God did not create Adam out of loneliness or deficiency. In His freedom and goodness, He created humanity to know Him, glorify Him, and participate in the fellowship of His love. Genesis 1:26 records something remarkable: "Let us make man in our image." The plural language points to the relational nature of God Himself. A being who exists in eternal community chose to make a creature capable of communion, capable of receiving and returning affection, capable of relationship.

God then said something we rarely pause to consider. After declaring everything else in creation "good," He looked at Adam alone and said, "It is not good that the man should be alone" (Genesis 2:18). This was not God discovering a flaw in His design. It was God revealing the relational DNA He had placed inside every human being. We were built for connection because we were made in the image of a God who has always existed in connection.

Love as the Foundation of God's Kingdom

Jesus was once asked which commandment mattered most. His answer did not point to ritual, sacrifice, or religious performance. He said to love the Lord with all your heart, soul, mind, and strength, and to love your neighbor as yourself, adding that "there is no other commandment greater than these" (Mark 12:30-31). Everything Jesus built His kingdom on rests on this foundation. Every law, every parable, every miracle, and ultimately the cross itself, all of it stands on the bedrock of love.

This is why a church, a marriage, or a ministry can have excellent structure, sound doctrine, and impressive activity, and still be hollow at the center if love is missing. Paul warned
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