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This book came about because I found myself following a bunch of cats on Twitter. They sounded just like cats to me and eventually I started talking to them as I do in my everyday life.

After some time, I became interested in writing a book about the cats for charity. Many of the cats of Twitter like to be spokescats for specific charities or featured charities. They do so to give back for what was done for them or to help out other cats who are less fortunate than they are. I wanted to work on a book to give back to the cats for bringing light and laughter into my life during one of the darkest periods in which I couldn’t find options to make things better for myself.

I picked the cats with Frisky9 scarves because of the rapport I’ve found with Frisky Le Rouge. I had to come up with a questionnaire for the cats and their humans to answer. Sometimes the humans gave me the facts. At other times the facts came directly from the cats. I’ve tried to retain their cattitude as much as I could so that the stories of their lives could be told to the world. As such I didn’t write most of this book, but I did edit where it was needed to make us all look better.

I also formatted the images to for the book, but I didn’t do any major editing on any of the them. I designed the book cover and the inside book layout. I pulled the whole book together from what everyone has given me.

Please note that not everyone stated their real human names, but they still have the copyright for the photos. I respect that they don’t want their names revealed to protect their identities.

I’d like to thank everyone who was involved in this project, especially, Frisky’s mum and Aslan & Osman’s mum. Without those two this book would not be possible.

I hope you enjoy these tales as much as I have.

Ali Noel Vyain


Section Organisation

This book is organised into different sections to make it easier to read and find the information about the cats who own Frisky9 scarves and those who make the scarves.

Background Information: Information about Dingo Venezia, the cats of Twitter, the ambassacats, Frisky Le Rouge, Frisky’s fur siblings, the Frisky9 scarves, and list of charities.

Army Knitter Section: A little about a few of the knitters who live around the world.

Name: Name of the knitter formatted as a heading.

Found Out: How the knitter found out about the Frisky9 scarves.

Reason: The reason the knitter joined the Frisky9 Scarf Army.

Best Thing: The best thing the knitter thinks about being a part of the Frisky9 Scarf Army.

Inventions: Any scarves that the knitter has created themselves.

Favourite Frisky9 Scarf: The knitter’s favourite scarf to date.

Letters From Frisky: A short section featuring letters Frisky has written to cats who didn’t order their own Frisky9 scarves.

Cat Tales Section: The largest section is the book about the cats who own Frisky9 scarves.

Name: The name of the cat and formatted as a heading.

Place: Where the cat lives.

Family/Staff: The people who live with the cat.

Charity: The charity which received money for the Frisky9 scarf.

Cat Tale: The life story of the cat. There might be more than one mentioned.

Scarf: Description of the Frisky9 scarf each cat has. Some cats own more than one.

Other Fun Facts: Other things the cats or humans want the rest of the world to know.
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Dingo Venezia


The royalties of this book support Dingo Venezia located in Venice, Italy. Venetians have long loved the cats who live on the streets because they take care of the rats. There are logbooks from ships that have travelled to and from Venice which record cats being on board for the same reason.

If you ever get to see Venice, you can’t miss the winged lions. They are everywhere. Saint Mark is the patron saint of Venice who is represented as a winged lion with a sword and a book. Lions are on the city’s flag, in Saint Mark’s Square (Piazzo San Marco), and various statues around the city. Or even just heads of lions as doorknobs. Smaller cats are miniature versions of lions.

Even though cats were adored and honoured for what they did for the city, there wasn’t any long term care provided for them. So, the cats became scattered and sickly. In 1964, Helena Sanders and Gina Scarpabolla joined together to rescue animals in the city. The first one they rescued was a dog named Dingo.

Dingo has a cat shelter, known as Gattile di Malamocco, on the island of Lido to the east of Venice. This shelter is 2500 square meters. It is near the Malamocco Cemetery. It houses cats from Venice and the surrounding islands temporarily. The cats are given medical treatment, which includes getting fixed so they don’t have more kittens. Then it is determined if they are feral, lost, or abandoned. The cats are either returned to the streets where they were found or they are put in foster homes and put up for adoption.

Cats can be adopted and taken to your home or you can adopt one at a distance. The second option is for those who can’t have a cat in their home for whatever reason, but you can visit the cat when you want. It costs €120 per year. The cat can be adopted at a distance by more than one person and can still be adopted into a permanent furrever home.




The Cats of Twitter

There are cats on social media… on Twitter in the case of this book. They have their own accounts. They post pictures of themselves and of their family and/or staff. They have their own opinions and will chat with other cats, other animals, or even humans.

The cats have a tendency to have crushes on each other. Some even go out on dates. Some even promote charities and become spokescats for specific organisations.  Some work for the government as the Whitehall cats in the UK. Or at train stations. Some are ambassacats for their local areas.

Some cats use their own accounts or use an organisation’s account to find their furrever homes. After they get them, they still may tweet about how wonderful their new homes are.

Sadly, some of the cats die and they go over the Rainbow Bridge to live on the other side of the rainbow. But their accounts might be still active. The cats may even tweet from the other side of the Rainbow Bridge to send the rest of us messages.

With all the reasons why cats get their own Twitter accounts, it’s not hard to understand how entertaining and interactive they can be.

Nuri, the cat counterpart of the compiler of this book, doesn’t have an account. Yet.


Ambassacats

A group of various cats who represent different areas of the world. They are interconnected on Twitter and led by the Whitehall cat Gladstone (@TreasuryMog), a cat who works in London in the Treasury Department. They have the responsibility and duty of taking care of their area so that no evil will take it over.

It is a responsibility that they each take seriously. They do it in different ways as they see fit. I suppose in a city like Venice with all its winged lions and miniature lions, it would be hard to pick just one to be the city’s ambassacat. Perhaps their ambassacat is called Marco? However, there might be one hiding behind Marco who is still working with him at the same time. Both would have the same goal— protect the city.

Whether Venice has one or two ambassacats doesn’t matter. There are plenty of cats to protect the city from evil. They can and do work together for Venice as it is their job.

Some of the cats in this book are also ambassacats, like Frisky Le Rouge who protects Australia.
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Frisky as a kitten

Frisky Le Rouge


My Amazing Story…


Mum first met me in Sydney when I was nearly 6 months old and she had just been retrenched from a job. Mum stopped in at my local vet to pick up cat food and the vet nurse said, ‘Robyn, come out the back and have a look at this Ginger kitten he’s just gorgeous!’ Well, I was and my back story is this.


My previous owners brought me in for treatment but they weren’t looking after me properly or feeding me enough (to this day I do not know why). The vet gave them advice and said Frisky (I was already named) would die if they did not follow it. They didn’t follow the advice and they brought me back in and the vet said they would have to keep me in overnight for tests. They told the owners I had died.


I was so underweight I was about the size of a 6 week old kitten and the vet thought I wouldn’t survive despite intensive care. They tried everything, but I wasn’t responding quick enough and he made the decision that it would be cruel to keep me alive, but Veelre Van Weeldon (the lovely Dutch vet nurse) begged him to let me have one more night before I was put down. The vet agreed, but just one more night because he didn’t want me to suffer. I was doomed to die all because my previous owners hadn’t looked after me and I wasn’t looking like I was going to make it even with intensive treatment. They thought I would die overnight.


Well, the vet said he has never seen a cat with such a will to live like me and in that extra night with the lovely Veerle’s love and attention I went from weakening to strengthening. I was still very, very small but getting healthier, but on top of good nutrition I also needed to be socialised with other cats. They couldn’t put me with the other adoption kitties out the front of the vet’s because they had told the owners that I had died.


Mum took one look at me as I climbed all over her with my sharp untrimmed claws and she took me home to be with her cats temporarily as she was not working and could supervise. Needless to say, I never went back. That vet Ken was a legend and Veelre and I are still in touch. Every year on my birthday, the 9th of September. I send her a photo and an update, which she loves.


Veerle adores me. She and Dr Ken saved my life! Veerle no longer works as a vet nurse, but she always tells everyone about her Frisky. Last time I sent her an update, she was visiting her family in Holland and was telling the story when my email and photo arrived! Just in time!


I am now ten
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