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Saturna woke up from a chime. It was a soft, gentle sound that was optimized to wake up panhumans. Like a dog, they had been trained by the Minds to get up as soon as they heard it.

She yawned, stretched her arms and her elbow hit a man. Oh, right. The Smaragdian prince was quietly snoring beside her. He hadn't been raised in the Asterism, so he was still sleeping like a baby.

A big, hairy, tired baby, she added with a roll of her eyes.

She kissed him on the cheek and stood up for her morning routine. The drone could take care of her needs, she could just stand there and it would freshen her up with sonic showers, but she preferred to splash water on her face on her own, thank you very much.

Saturna freshened up and went back to the main room, where the big window was. It didn't matter, Pronounce could project a view of the Three Moons Consortium's plunge in any room and any surface, but she wanted to see it with her own eyes. Watching status reports and stylized graphics made things look small, insignificant. She was certain that was how generals could throw away millions of lives in futile attempts at victory and honour, when it was all at a distance, displayed like a game.

Thankfully, Asterism was no home to such prideful feelings. That was one of the things she really liked. The Minds did have emotions, but nothing like a panhuman could empathise with, let alone undestand. 

"Good morning, Saturna," Pronounce said.

"Good morning," he said politely, getting her morning coffee from the kitchen and taking a long sip. She closed her eyes and enjoyed the feeling, the warmth of the liquid, the smell of the replicated coffee.

Then she sighed. It was time to get to work. "Status update, please." She sat on the big table, and Pronounce took the hint and holoprojected the current scans. The three moons were still on their way to take a nosedive into the gas giant. There were helpful arrows showing the orbits, numbers about casualty projections, and a countdown timer that measured slightly more than three standard days.

One full day, gone. She glanced towards her bedroom. The lay was good and it had taken her mind off of the situation for a while, but it wasn't that good. She was probably willing to be distracted by anything last night.

It just happened to come in a tall, dark and handsome shape.

The shape in question showed up in the door frame. He had freshened up in the bathroom, and he looked tired and a bit cute. He leaned against the doorframe. "Good morning, Saturna." His voice came out gravelly.

She felt a little tingle in her cunt when she heard it, and she promised to use that morning voice to her benefit next time. "Good morning, Mr. Smaragdi."

He chuckled. "So formal." He stepped closer, taking a seat at the big table. He sat a couple of seats next to her. Not across, which would be too formal, and not next to her, which would be too informal. Just right. She liked that. 

A drone hovered next to him and brought him a cup of coffee, then placed a tray of cake and some other snacks between them. The drones had a portion of intelligence, something like 0,3 or 0,5 and they could perform quite well in all things that needed doing, be it chores, repairs, and even security.

"Thanks," she said generally. She was sure that the drone had a name, but she had no idea what it was, and if it was even the same one that took care of her dress last night and dry cleaned it for her. Always the diplomat, she decided to avoid an incident and stick to the general nod of thanks.

"You're welcome, Saturna," the drone said in a very panhumanlike voice. She never liked that. Robots should sound robotic. On Saturn, robots that looked like fucking robots sounded fucking robotic. They didn't sound like panhumans did. It was creepy.

She pressed her lips into a forced smile and nodded.

The green prince, back on his clean green robes, sipped his coffee loudly. His mood soured. "Saturna..."

She knew what he was trying to say. She raised a hand to stop him. "I haven't decided yet. Sorry. Please, try to understand. It would be unfair to the others."

"But you chose to meet
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