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Saint Nicholas...

Saint Nicholas of Myra traveled through the snowy forest trails on his way to help someone in need, as he often did. 

His small sleigh bore no large sacks of presents, like he would later be known for. And it was pulled by only one solitary reindeer whom he had lovingly named Dasher.

Saint Nicholas and Dasher would go all over the place, doing what they could for those that needed their help most.

Whether it be a poor farmer who had had a bad crop, or a sick child who was in need of comfort and healing, Saint Nicholas was always where he needed to be... Almost magically so.

Saint Nicholas had just finished with the first council of Nicea in 325 AD, and he was on his way back to Patara where he lived.

He did not look like the big jolly fellow that he would later become. Whereas he still drove a sleigh pulled by reindeer, he was a lot thinner, and he didn’t have rosy cheeks, a cheery nose, or the big red suit that he would later be known for either. Yes, he did have a long beard and moustache, but instead of white, they were a deep black with specks of gray mixed in.

Saint Nicholas was just a man, but he was far from ordinary.  Wherever he went, he inspired wonder.  As a matter of fact, when people saw Saint Nicholas approaching, they knew it was because he was needed.

The frozen forest near Patara was treacherous. A wrong step on the surest of feet could end in disaster, out where not many traveled.

But the hooves of Dasher were the surest of them all, and Saint Nicholas and his sleigh sped through the forest with confidence.

Saint Nicholas was always on the lookout for any wandering souls that had become lost in the great forest surrounding Patara. It was not treacherous simply because of the snow and the cold. It was also prowled by fierce wolves that would prey on those that had lost their way.

Some even said that the forest was home to a colony of tricky, conniving elves. Most people dismissed this as a fable. After all, there was no such thing as elves. Just like there was no such thing as magic.

Although, Saint Nicholas might have something to say about both of those things.

He longed to return back to his small home, and warm himself in his cozy chair by the fire, and nibble on a homemade cookie or two.  But first, there was a stop that he must make.

An unexpected detour...

Saint Nicholas had gotten word about a poor farmer and his three daughters.

The winter had been especially hard on their family this year, and although the eldest daughter had reached the age to where she could now be married, her father could not afford the dowry that would go along with it.

So, Saint Nicholas had decided to help them
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