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  Nicole Louise Geddes is a professional performer turned multi-passionate entrepreneur. She is the founder of two successful businesses; PerformerPreneur®, her business coaching platform, that empowers performers to pivot seamlessly into entrepreneurship and turn their passion into profit and Manic Stage Productions, her longstanding entertainment company, producing bespoke entertainment since 2005 on land and at sea.
From choreographing in NYC to producing for international cruise lines, Nicole has lived the dream and redefined it. She continues to be celebrated and has featured on multiple business podcasts, has stepped on international stages as a keynote speaker, appeared in the national press, and crowned a finalist for an entertainment business award.
Shining a light on her story and sharing her business-building background and knowledge to help other industry professionals step up, succeed, and feel safe to reimagine their dream, has fast become her biggest passion. Through PerformerPreneur, she offers a vibrant ecosystem of community, coaching, content, and connection designed specifically for past and present performers to help them evolve, up-level, and step into their next spotlight. What was once a short survival course to help get performers through a global pandemic, is now a worldwide movement with an on and offline community that has active members across four continents and many countries. 
In 2023, Nicole took a more relaxed approach to life and business whilst she paused with her family as they lived the adventure of a lifetime over in Oman. Proving once again that success doesn't always happen centre stage and sometimes, it is built quietly and powerfully, behind the scenes.
Summer 2025, alongside the launch of the PerformerPreneur collaboration book (first edition), Nicole and her unstoppable energy took PerformerPreneur to the next level. She invites you to join her and become part of the exciting PerformerPreneur family. Here you will find your tribe, be surrounded by cheerleaders, get access to her as your coach, and turn your passion and purpose into profit!
You can reach Nicole at:
Email: nicole@performerpreneur.co.uk 
Website: www.performerpreneur.co.uk
Instagram: www.instagram.com/performerpreneur
YouTube: www.youtube.com/@NicolePerformerPreneur
[image: QR codes leading to the website and Spotlight on Success Podcast episode of Nicole Louise Geddes]














  
  When Passion Meets Purpose

Nicole Louise Geddes


For decades we have been told that ‘showbiz stardom’ and industry recognition is found only on the West End stage, performing in pop tours, travelling the world on cruise ships, or seeing your name roll on TV credits. As such, within the entertainment industry it is commonplace for aspiring talent to believe that they can only seek success in the same glittering spotlights and career paths as the next performer. 
First and foremost, this book wholeheartedly celebrates our exciting industry. Having the tenacity to step away from the traditional ‘nine-to-five’ career path and follow your dreams powered by determination and dedication is something we should all be shouting loudly about! Many performers dedicate their whole childhood, teen years, and early adult life to their art, and no one can deny the incredible opportunities and amazing career highlights we are rewarded with. I have not met a single ex-professional performer who doesn’t hold a million memories within their hearts and minds that are filled with spotlights, stages, and rapturous applause.
But what happens when the lights dim, applause stops and joy fades? What if you never make it to the level you aspire to? Worse still, once you arrive, what if you find the showbiz spotlight is not actually the one for you?
There is a collective fear within the showbiz community about being ‘past it.’ We are all secretly afraid that once we retire we will be labelled as a ‘failure.’ Many entertainment professionals I work with feel they are destined for a reluctant rebirth as a ‘muggle.’ They feel deep personal pain that with the end of their performing career comes a certain loss of their identity. These thoughts and worries are common, and they weigh heavily, but I promise you it’s not the only way. Leaving the performance industry does not have to be your final curtain call.
Life as a professional performer is short lived, yes. For whatever reason individual to you, one day the curtain will fall on your career and your next act will await. This book has been beautifully written by a collection of performers, past and present to inspire you, to give you hope and to shine a light on how your tenacity and talent can pivot, and how your hard work and dedication can and will be the foundation for even more success. Another spotlight IS waiting for you. 
Passion
As a performer, I have no doubt you have lived and breathed performing arts for the whole of your life. It’s a passion, it’s who you are, it’s what you do, it’s how people think of you, and I bet you can’t imagine living life without your passion for performing featuring heavily in it forever. Your passion has driven you to this point and even though some days, weeks and months have been tough both financially, physically, and mentally, the flame inside you burns on. It’s hard to imagine putting that flame out and following a different path because of age, injury, parenthood, or even a pandemic! Fortunately, you don’t have to.
Yes, for a time, success is found in the showbiz spotlight. It is quantified by applause, adrenaline, costumes, credits, and contracts. But living your passion doesn’t have to end when you exit stage left. I promise even more success will follow when you embrace change. This newfound success runs deeper than ever before.
I invite you to open your heart and mind to what is waiting for you on the other side of the stage door. Build your own company for financial security. Focus your energy on family, freedom, or travel. Share your creativity and passion with the next generation or take a leap and leave a legacy. The choice is yours, there is no limit to where your passion can take you. Trust the process, notice what makes your heart sing and believe that everything and anything is possible for you.
Purpose
The thing about purpose is it has always been there inside of you. As you read the personal accounts shared within the chapters of this heartfelt book you will see and feel the purpose of each author. Let their stories inspire you to look deep within and recognise your own purpose. It’s there in the very core of you. Don’t ignore it any longer, it is the key that will unlock your destiny.
When you connect your passion with your purpose, next level magic will unfold. This passion / purpose sweet spot is where even more success can be found. Success doesn’t have to be all singing, all dancing. Entwined in each individual author’s words you will read that success can also be still, steady, and silent. It comes from contentment, measured by balance, impact and joy. I completely believe this version of success is waiting for each and every one of you. Allow your success markers to evolve as you do, and you will soon see there is no limit to what you celebrate and achieve.
When Passion Meets Purpose: My Story of Change
The energy was electric. I had just stepped off the stage from the penultimate show of my first ever professional contract. Even after four months of performing every single night and many a matinee each week too, the same feeling of elation, excitement and gratitude pumped through my veins. To be doing what I loved, straight out of performing arts college, was a dream come true. 
The year was 2002, I had hit the jackpot with my first professional dance job as one of The Ten Bonanza Showgirls. All the years of training, dreaming and hard work had paid off. The applause, the lights, the tingling silence backstage, it was everything I had imagined and more, and this was just the beginning. My passion was on fire like never before and the reality of reaching my ultimate dream of West End success was getting closer with every dance step.
We entered the dressing room in a flurry of glitter, feathers, and excited chatter. But our usual routine of quickly whipping off our cancan boots, false eyelashes, and hair pieces, grabbing our belongings and heading out for an after-show social with the cast and crew was not to be. On this particular evening, instead of spending a few hours waiting for the buzz of the show to subside enough for us to sleep, over a post-show drink, we were ushered into a tiny dressing room and made to wait for the unexpected arrival of the show’s choreographer. 
What happened next changed everything for me.
I remember feeling disappointment like never before. Tears fell down everyone’s faces as we listened in disbelief at what the choreographer had come to say. Whilst I won’t recount the specifics and exact words of that evening, as it was a shared experience with nine others and not just ‘my’ story to tell, what I will share is the very personal and pivotal emotions and heartache I felt in that moment. These feelings have stayed with me until this very day. I know now that the gut-wrenching disappointment I felt so deeply was my love of the entertainment industry being shattered and the showbiz success I had dreamed of all my life quickly slipping away. 
It became apparent that night that however talented you are, no matter how loud the applause is, however much you smile, rehearse, high kick, people please, perform until you are dead on your knees… the industry will always demand more of you. And as I sat there heartbroken and deflated all I kept thinking was, “At what cost… my health, my authenticity, my voice, my creativity?”
It was there in those fleeting few seconds and without me ever searching for it or even really knowing it was there that my true purpose popped up. My purpose had heard every word and try as I might, the conversation could not be unheard. The course of my life and career changed in that moment forever.
It took me a few years and a few more, ‘dancers should be seen and not heard,’ moments before I truly embraced the, by then, deep rooted desire to follow my purpose. As you can imagine it was extremely hard to face my fears and exit prematurely from the entertainment industry. I was stuck in pivot paralysis, scared of the unknown, of judgement, rejection, failure, the list goes on. Staying in the showbiz spotlight and on a path that I knew I could navigate was by far the easiest option. But my heart was heavy, my passion was steadily being extinguished by the industry restrictions and constant competition. The joy I had once felt in every high kick, pirouette and split was disappearing fast and although I had already labelled myself a failure for ‘giving up’ on my dream, I KNEW it was the exact opposite. I was not ‘settling’ for a dream I no longer believed in; I had to try and reach for the next big thing for me. I couldn’t go on pretending anymore. It was time to evolve!
In 2005 Manic Stage Productions was born.
My new dream was deeper, more meaningful. It was powered by purpose, and it was going to give me the personal reward, creative freedom, and financial stability I craved. 
The ethos for my first business Manic Stage Productions was, and still is, to focus on the performer first. My short time as a performer in the dance world drove me to want to do things differently. I wanted to create opportunities for professional dancers to be nurtured, valued, and seen. For community and collaboration to be more important than clients and competition and for each individual’s creativity to be celebrated. 
I tried to speak out on that instrumental night in the dressing room, I wanted to say how I felt and what I believed. It still feels so unfair that we were not given a chance to speak. The blood sweat and tears were real but for what? For four months we had given the contract and the choreographer our absolute everything. But it was not enough, I was not enough. 
My pain had unlocked my purpose to give dancers the voice they deserve. The voice I never had.
From Chaos to Clarity: My Pandemic Pivot
In March 2020 the Covid-19 pandemic spun the whole world into complete chaos. Panic and uncertainty rippled through every facet of society. Lives were lost, families were kept apart, businesses were shut down and socialising, a fundamental human need, was restricted. No one was left unscathed. 
My own life changed dramatically in an instant as the entertainment industry and travel industry, where Manic Stage Productions predominantly operated (providing acts and artists on cruise ships), was shut down indefinitely. 
Like so many of us, the pandemic left me feeling isolated and scared. I was alone in a sea of uncertainty, sinking rapidly into the unknown and once again struggling with the loss of my identity. I only had one choice, do I sink or swim? As the chaos around me spiralled out of control I had a strong sense that the answer was inside of me and, to find it, all I had to do was be still, listen and trust my gut.
It didn’t take long for the clarity to speak to me! The more time I took to acknowledge my feelings of despair and fear, the more my purpose was loud and clear. The whole world had lost something so simple, something we had all taken for granted and didn’t even realise we needed so desperately. The pandemic took away so much from so many of us and in doing so, highlighted the simple things that were truly important to me. The biggest being human connection and community!
Once again, my purpose guided my pivot and I trusted it implicitly. 
My purpose, powered by passion, prompted me to create an online space for the entertainment community to feel safe and seen. The same whispers that had driven my desire to build Manic Stage Productions fifteen years earlier, were the same heart-led values that would become the foundations of my second business; PerformerPreneur®.
I am proud to say that in 2020, despite the unprecedented circumstance and the odds being stacked against us, the PerformerPreneur community came together through adversity and found unity, strength, and much needed connection.
My new spotlight as the founder of PerformerPreneur was activated.
As the months rolled on, it was clear the lockdowns and industry closures were not going to be lifted anytime soon. It became increasingly important to me that performers were given the knowledge and know-how to use their training and creativity as the foundations to build a new success upon. Inside the free Facebook group Performers that Pivot Community | PerformerPreneur® we swiftly got to work. The community agreed that feeling supported was one way to survive the industry ‘dark’ days, but to support themselves financially with a small business or side hustle was going to be the light at the end of the tunnel. The ultimate win.
I am beyond proud to say that the mission was a huge success! Many start-up businesses were created through this time and collectively our ‘pandemic pivots’ didn’t just allow us to survive but THRIVE through the toughest of times. Amazingly, these once small side hustles are now big businesses that have allowed these entrepreneurial performers to seamlessly exit the industry on their own terms and at a time that felt right.
Today my passion for PerformerPreneur is stronger than ever, it feels 100% aligned that at this stage of my own life I am able to give back to the industry that is undeniably my first love. Listening, guiding, and supporting performers to exit the showbiz spotlight with purpose and pride has, in fact, helped heal the scars my own premature departure from my professional performing career left on me. I no longer look back with the shame that I ‘failed’ to reach the West End stage. Instead, the incredible steps my clients take to reach their new success reminds me daily how brave and bold my own decisions were and highlights time and time again that when you add purpose to your passion, the true you shines through.
In some ways this very book is the final piece of my own personal struggle to ‘own’ my new identity and shine a light on my entrepreneurial pivot and success. By celebrating and sharing some of the inspiring and exciting businesses and stories of the PerformerPreneur community thriving in their new spotlights, I hope we can collectively bring a new and much needed positivity to performers saying, “No,” to chasing an old dream. Wouldn't it be refreshing to instead create a new narrative that celebrates everyone who dares to take the exciting leap to pivot from the industry?
Reimagining How Your Life Will Look
As I reflect today on my life here and now in my early forties, I am left with the same feeling I felt as a brand-new professional performer stepping off of the stage at age eighteen… elation, excitement and gratitude but this time not for the sounds and lights and accolade of being part of the show, but for the whole life I have made, with me as the lead role standing centre of my own stage. My passion and purpose are united, and I am forever proud of the journey they have guided me to take. 
I am no longer searching for the spotlight to light me up. I AM the spotlight, lighting the way for other performers to embrace change. I built both Manic Stage Productions and PerformerPreneur for the performer because the industry means so much to me. I will continue to shine bright so that in the dark uncertain moments where acts, artists, and creatives question, “What’s next?” They feel safe, seen and heard, giving them a flicker of hope that another act awaits.
Welcome to Spotlight on Success
It is a privilege to introduce you to the seventeen co-authors of Spotlight on Success – a book collaboration powered by PerformerPreneur. Each chapter is a brilliant, brave, and beautiful example of what is possible if you listen to your purpose, celebrate it, don’t fear it, and believe in yourself. 
Within the four inspirational sections, you will find ‘Spotlight’ chapters where the author shares a deeper exploration of their life, career, and personal take on success. This is followed by a wonderful array of ‘Success’ chapters where authors tell their professional and pivotal story of unlocking even more success. 
In Spotlight 1:  Journeys to Success expect to feel every emotion as you ride the rollercoaster of each author's highs and lows both on and off stage, whilst being transported to far away countries and then reminded of the important moments closer to home.
In Spotlight 2: Rewriting Success experience the entertainment world through new eyes and see first-hand the experiences, tenacity, and grit that these performers have used to power their passion into purpose. 
In Spotlight 3: Building Success follow stories of creativity and innovation both on and off the stage and the power in the pivot, showcasing gifted business insights and the power and success that comes from stepping into other spotlights.
Finally in Spotlight 4: Sharing Success witness the joy of sharing passion with the next generation and beyond, and how by breaking free of old ideals you can find success and joy in unexpected spotlights.
Each message is one not to be missed and so if you are burnt out, let their personal stories ignite a new fire in you. If you are stuck at a crossroads, open your eyes to an exciting array of possibilities, or simply let them reassure you that when the day comes for you to step away from your current spotlight more success is waiting for you.
Celebrate Change
We hope that by coming together to share our personal success stories from all aspects of the entertainment industry and pivotal moments in our own lives, you will be excited to step through the stage door and exit the industry when the time arrives. Traditional showbiz spotlights are not the only avenues to reach success. Find your purpose and understand the important role it plays alongside your passion in creating your own next success spotlight and watch the stars to the life you haven’t even dreamed of yet align.
Whether you take the time to search for your purpose or it pops up unexpectedly like mine did it really doesn’t matter, what matters is once you find it, don’t ignore it. Acknowledge and celebrate the change it creates within you. Realign yourself to your new North Star and allow yourself to grow, evolve and pivot your passion. We all have both passion and purpose inside of us and when you connect the two together, I assure you, your next calling will find you.
Spotlight on MY Success
Success for me now, is found in the private moments and feelings no one sees. It’s the stability my businesses give me, it’s the collaboration and connection of my communities, it’s the trust my clients have in me and of course my family.
Success is a feeling. Success is found in your soul.
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  Jessica Hill is a circus education expert and the award-winning business owner of Showtime Circus. She encourages budding entrepreneurs to share the joy of circus through opening their own franchise.
Before starting her business Jessica performed as a circus artist and dancer in a huge variety of world-wide shows and was regularly employed as a classical dance teacher.
After a successful and rewarding performing career, Jessica opened Showtime Circus in 2018. When lockdown hit, she used this time to enrol in business courses and learned how to franchise her business model. 
Jessica loves watching these franchises grow and seeing the positive impact circus classes are having on children around the country.
Jessica enjoys spending time with her family and travelling whenever she can. Often this means combining work and social life, when travelling to adjudicate, or when organising international dance or aerial competitions.
Showtime Circus franchise opportunities are for anyone who wants to start their own circus school. It offers the freedom to work for yourself, not by yourself. Jessica is waiting to guide you. She has some exciting new ways you can work with her announcing soon.
You can reach Jessica at:
Email: rollup@showtimecircus.co.uk
Website: www.showtimecircus.co.uk
Instagram: www.instagram.com/showtime_circus
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  The Joy of the Journey

Jessica Hill


The entire hall was a throng of partying masses; a sequin sea of ball-gowns and tuxedos yet in that moment, the party was frozen. All eyes were lifted, gazing into the rafters, ten metres up, at me. There I hung, supported by nothing but the thin strip of material which the crowd had watched me climb and tangle myself within. 
Their joy and my safety all wrapped up in that tangle of silks. My feet tied in ‘catches,’ wrapping my leg, flipping to the side, wrapping the other leg, going around my tummy twice and climbing up above the knot just as rehearsed. I knew I’d done it right. I held the silk behind my head, staring straight down. Instead of the reassuring bright blue of my crash mats, there were champagne bottles and Christmas dinners, glasses, and silverware and all those eyes staring back. 
In that familiar grip, as tight as bandages, I waited for my cue, the crescendo in the building music and a subtle nod between duet partners. Then came the cue and I let go. Rolling forwards, a sudden drop of a few metres and in the silence the whole place gasped. I spun and twisted and gaining speed I plummeted ever faster to the floor and just before impact, my knot catches me, and I hit my final pose to thrilled applause. My strength has saved me again.
To think, four months ago I’d never even touched a silk and had been terrified to walk on ninety-centimetre stilts. It’s a unique position to be in, up there, in only a sparkly leotard and some material, holding your safety and the attention of hundreds in the palm of your hand. The only safety net you have as an aerialist is your strength, the same strength that has taken me through this whole journey. 
Circus is my life. Or is it: my life is a circus? 
For the longest time, I honestly have not been sure. However, in the last few years, as both my business and personal life have blossomed, I’ve gained the confidence to believe the former. Circus is my life.
In 2018 I opened the doors of my first circus school, Showtime Circus in Harpenden. Today it is a franchise that operates in over twenty locations. I also operate a performance events agency and run and judge aerial and dance competitions worldwide.
In 2024  I won the Pioneering Franchise of the Year award and I have recently been announced a finalist for the New Woman Franchisor of the Year in the EWiF Awards. I know that awards are not a definitive measure of success; I mention them here in the spirit of finally being able to silence my inner critic and that damned imposter syndrome.
As you will see, my career has been, as for many business creatives, one of trial and error and often trial by fire! I hope that by being honest about these ups and downs, any of you reading will find the confidence to keep pushing on. 
So, what is Circus? Well, other than lion-taming or any other such animal cruelty that springs to mind, I imagine you have a pretty good idea. For the most part, my schools teach aerial silks and hoop, a variety of ground-based circus skills including juggling, poi, and stilts, alongside acrobatics and stage performance. 
My career path has been eclectic and not one that even I could have predicted. All I ever wanted was to be a dancer. My mother was a Morris dancer and my whole family encouraged my passion for dance from a very early age. I won many awards as a child, including the Dance World Cup, and at eighteen I travelled to London and studied dance at Bird College with a full scholarship. Three years later, I graduated with both a 2.1 degree and the prestigious accolade of Alcoholic of the Year! I had no idea what direction my career would take and had little professional guidance other than, “Go for it!”
Like many dancers starting out in the industry I took a job working front of house at Mamma Mia in the West End. I suppose I did this to feel closer to the stage. Yet, for a while, this was worse, as it made me feel it was slipping out of reach. I attended countless auditions for musicals and cabarets, dance tours and cruises, even commercials. It was tough out there, yet I was determined to learn from each knock back, honing my audition skills until I finally landed my first professional job. I was to be a dancer at the Bristol Hippodrome, with one of the UK's biggest pantomime companies. When the day arrived, I was completely starstruck to work with Mickey Rooney, who I had written about in my dissertation on pantomimes… oh yes, I did! It was a pinch me moment to dance together on stage and talk about the Hollywood heydays when he'd worked with Judy Garland. 
This first contract was a pivotal experience for me. I saw the other professional dancers always looking ahead, seeking contacts and auditions for their next opportunity, even whilst still in a job. This mindset is, of course, key to survival for any freelancer. 
I also learned quickly just how collaborative the industry actually is. Through my youth of pressured dance schools, competition, and the reality of auditions, I’d become accustomed to the ‘dog eat dog’ mentality. However, our craft, the art of dance and the joy of stage performance, is, performing together, both on stage and behind the scenes. 
It was so important to maintain positive relationships, in and outside work. The schedule was intense and stressful but working well together played a huge part in the experience we had on the job. I would always advise at any point in your career, stay humble and try to work well with others even when they don’t make it easy! The friends you make in this industry are for life (the same may be true of any enemies). As you will see, at my lowest I’ve been lucky to have these friends and colleagues made from different contracts by my side. I couldn’t have made it without them. Today, my schools actively celebrate inclusivity and non-competitive performance. 
A few years later, in panto again, my belief proved itself correct. I was a dancer in Peter Pan at the Liverpool Empire. One night, our lead, Natasha Hamilton fell ill, and I was suddenly cast into the role of Peter. 
So, there I was, the dream role, right? Yes, I’d run some lines in the previous weeks, but if I’d had a second to think about it, I don’t know if I’d have agreed. However, I stepped onto the stage in shoes sewn for me ten minutes earlier and with not a single clue how I was going to get through the next two hours.
I almost immediately fluffed a line and told the audience that I, “lived in a lost boy” so not the best start! Luckily for me, an incredibly supportive cast rescued me from drowning in the scenes I hadn’t managed to rehearse. Henry Winkler played Captain Hook, another incredibly humble and talented actor. Thankfully, he’d been kind enough to run through our sword fights, so at least I can boast that in my lead debut, I didn’t accidentally stab the Fonz! 
That night my family had rushed down the motorway to witness me speeding through my lines. The whole show ran thirty minutes faster than usual, which I was relieved to discover actually pleased the crew! After the curtain, some of our audience chased me down in the street to tell me what a great job I’d done. The whole thing had been a blur and yet there I was, having performed on one of the biggest stages in the UK, in the title role and I’d pulled it off. I felt the real rush of live performance like never before. I had learned to be fearless when opportunity presents; actually, I was terrified, but my advice anyway would always be, when opportunity knocks, just say yes and embrace the challenge. 
In my early career, outside of pantomime season, I moved extensively, following a variety of dance shows, wherever the work would lead me. Although exciting opportunities, they did, in retrospect, teach me the follies of an unfocused career. A stage show in Portugal for example, on acceptance, appeared to be the dream gig. I packed my bags for the sun and for the first few weeks it was pretty amazing to sunbathe during the day and dance at night with zero additional responsibilities. 
However, it was during this contract, I had to quickly learn how important it is to stand up for your working rights and stick to your guns. We were struggling with payment delays, which made living abroad very difficult. I was a young dancer and so grateful to be doing the job I love, yet I felt we were being taken advantage of.
Myself and the other dancers lived together, learning to ration our dwindling pay-packets between us. Cautiously, we explained our need to be paid on time, whilst repeating the same show night after night. We didn’t have a single night off in four months. It’s crazy now to think what was normal then. I was grateful to have fantastic dancers around me and the family and friends who came to support us (and for an affordable holiday in the sun!). However, I was coming to understand that despite the fun in the sun, I yearned for more respect and security in my career. 
I’d always wanted to dance in Paris and as potential contracts loomed, I exercised my hamstrings every day in anticipation of dancing the cancan. Finally, my dream came true, and I moved to Paris to perform. Alongside my first panto contract and that surprise lead performance, my first time on stage as a Parisian Showgirl felt like a career dream moment! But it became more of a nightmare. 
Navigating life in Paris on our wage proved extremely tough. Many of the dancers rented together and we learned to make the most of the little we had. The role was also incredibly demanding, but I suppose it became a labour of love. We were pushed to the limit, performing huge jumps into splits and repetitive high kicks almost every night for months on end. The highlight for me was when I was selected to perform as cover for the female ballet soloist. Finally, after six months nonstop, my hip gave out in a cancan and my time in Paris ended in injury. It was the best of times. It was the worst of times.
Back home, I found I wasn’t quite ready to hang up my showgirl feathers. I felt I’d found my calling, wearing glittery costumes, and kicking my legs in the air. I applied to every showgirl company in the UK and was accepted by two major agencies, The Vegas Showgirls and Divine Company. 
This period opened my eyes to the world of corporate events and ultimately changed the course of my career. I’d had no idea that people hired entertainers to perform in their back garden for summer parties or flew them to foreign countries for weddings. Suddenly I was frequenting some of the most beautiful venues around the world. I performed on TV shows including Dancing on Ice and travelled the world performing in mansions, palaces, and private islands; even once atop a mountain in Sicily, accessible only via cable car or helicopter (unfortunately, I was sent via cable car!).
Once again, I came to understand that being a reliable collaborator often matters more than being the most experienced performer. The corporate environment was always high-pressured. We didn’t know the venue details until we arrived, and rehearsals would be held in the brief hours between arrival and opening curtain. The ability to stay adaptable, energised and work as a team player was essential in delivering the best performance possible. I grew in responsibility and was placed in charge of large groups of dancers and circus artists. I learned how to deliver risk assessments and method statements, as I had to ensure all performance spaces were signed off with the on-site coordinators. I’d grown to thrive within the pressure and absolutely loved the thrill of last-minute changes, stepping onto stage, nervous but confident.
Before this, I’d only ever imagined performing the same show every day. Experiencing such a huge variety of places, costumes and choreography kept me motivated, and I truly enjoyed the free-spirited nature of corporate entertainment, and I was thriving in the chaos.
I met many incredible people along the way, and in what became a hugely pivotal moment in my life, one agency encouraged me to learn stilt-walking to expand my hireable skill set. I was absolutely terrified at the time and on my first stilt-walking gig I literally glued myself to the wall and cried backstage. It took real determination to stick with it and eventually I became comfortable and confident at these literal new heights. I became a core member of Divine Company, being trusted with more responsibilities as an event coordinator.
With each new contract, I continued to push myself. I made a promise to myself to learn one new skill per contract: each a new feather in my feather-boa. Working alongside jugglers, fire artists and even professional yo-yoers, I spent every spare moment backstage soaking up as many new skills as possible. I began training in aerial silks and hoop and became completely addicted. The adrenaline rush I’d only experienced as a performer on stage, I now got in training. No longer nervous at height, I learned an array of impressive silks drops and it wasn’t long before I was snapped up by an aerial agent Best Parties Ever and booked as their aerialist for five consecutive years.
Thanks to my growing circus repertoire and the strong relationships I had built with agencies, I was kept incredibly busy and was deeply grateful for the opportunities that came my way. Continuous UK contracts enabled me to live at home with my long-term boyfriend Matt, also a dancer, who I’d met in that first job out of college, front of house, in the West End. After years of long-distance relationships, finally being able to meet him after work and enjoy our time together, while both doing what we loved, was absolutely amazing.
However, in 2012, we were destined to part ways again. I got my first cruise-ship gig, just as Matt landed his dream role in Starlight Express, in Germany. We agreed that six months apart in a lifetime together would be worth it, so I set off to experience the fun of working on a cruise ship whilst he attended gruelling ‘skate-school’ ahead of his debut. I toured the Caribbean, New York, and Bermuda, performing three shows a week. The shows were the perfect balance – high energy, well-choreographed, and challenging enough to keep me engaged. I even got to perform as a mermaid, I couldn’t have been happier! True to form, I was unexpectedly asked to step in as a lead singer, and this was the very same week my parents had come onboard. I remember my dad telling me, "Never give up this life," it was a complete dream. I got to travel, had made incredible friends and Matt and I had made exciting plans that the following year, he would join me in the show, while we saved up together for our future. 
I had made friends with everyone from the cleaning crew to the captain, I was even trusted with the entertainment budget for the crew bar (where alcohol was cheaper than water!). There were plenty of moments when we ran down the gangway after having way too much fun in the sun and almost missed the ship. We had wild overnights in Bermuda, swam with dolphins, rode quad bikes around islands, jumped off huge waterfalls, and made countless unforgettable memories to mention.
Strange how quickly things can change. We’d arrived in Canada, and I was about to disembark when my key card buzzed red, and I was told I couldn’t leave. I was called to the entertainment manager’s office and was instructed to call a number I didn’t recognise. 
Immediately, my stomach dropped. I feared the worst, scared for all and any one of my family members in recurrent order as time seemed to move by really slowly. After a quick call home, my mum reassured me that everyone was safe. She and I were very confused. I called Matt. He didn’t answer. My worst fears were confirmed.
Matt, an incredible talent, friend, and my love of four years, had suddenly passed away. No cause of death was confirmed. It felt like the ground had been ripped from beneath me, and I was in complete shock.
I was escorted by police to the airport, and flew home alone, all the time unable to process what had happened. It was the most difficult experience of my life. Suddenly, I was at my parents' house, surrounded by love, but I couldn’t appreciate it – I just wanted to run away, back to paradise to the time before. I had never struggled with my mental health before, but in the coming months I was diagnosed with PTSD. I was just in a never-ending tumble, unable to stop, unable to change anything. 
Matt’s family and I were supported by the charity CRY (Cardiac Risk in the Young), and thanks to them, were able to get a diagnosis for Matt: Brugada Syndrome, a heart condition he had unknowingly suffered from.
In honour of Matt, I decided to organise a cabaret to raise awareness for CRY, and we completely sold out the Actors' Church in London, running West End Fest in his memory – a true testament to the amazing person he was. Sat in that beautiful church, on what was a crisp but sunny day, despite the overwhelming grief, a glimmer of hope started to emerge. At the funeral we distributed sunflower seeds for friends and family to plant. Even now, whenever I see sunflowers, I take it as a sign from Matt that I’m on the right path.
I was determined that Matt’s death wouldn’t be in vain. I worked tirelessly to raise awareness for CRY. I organised cabarets, cake sales and continued to throw myself into work. I think it was a way of helping me cope. This is when, on reflection, I found real value in my industry friendships. The agents and performers I had built strong relationships with continued to hire me, even though they knew I was struggling and needed extra support. They made sure I had supportive friends on gigs, helping me find moments of joy even in the darkest times. I’ll be forever grateful to Jenny and Emma for enabling me to keep my stage sparkle, even when I felt like I had none left to give.
I will never truly be ‘over’ the loss of Matt, none of us will. Nor should we be. Over time I have learned that to climb out from such a pit





OEBPS/images/7323855b-8fbe-484f-a8dd-0276a3c581cd.jpeg
Spotlight
Success

Spotlight 1
Journeys
to Success

PRENEUR®






OEBPS/images/e5403d4c-60b8-4bdd-8c9f-e410bfe4db63.png





OEBPS/images/ed431564-d282-4dc0-8df5-033260de26f1.png





OEBPS/images/031cdcf2-34c8-470a-8e35-0f2294556fa1.jpeg
Spoggght
Success

About the Author

Jessica Hill

PRENEUR®





OEBPS/images/bb98ec39-d91c-4774-b352-ec0e3a168d6d.jpeg
Foreword

By Denise Hotton-Gosney

[ was ten vears old when | walked é/rm({y/r my local dance school door
That singlle. moment of curiosity set the cowrse of my entire life My passion
twrned mto a p&rfpﬁn/h‘y career. a business, a franc/u‘se, a f'mmlg

and a legacy that [ am stil building coday,

The road from that first dance class to where [ stand now as a LFO

5 a rollercoaster of /7{7/75 and lows. | trained competed avditioned
endllessly worked in all areas of the entertaivment indvstry, performed
on crvise 5/1/';5, danced at the London Pa//ad/am, and eventvally became a
c/mreoyrap/re/:/ was good at what [ did [ loved the buzz of showbiz, bue
somewhere in my mid-twenties, [ looked aromd at the sovnger

dancers coming yp behind me and [ felt somat/r/h/ Shife.

In the vear 2000 [ started my business as a small side hustle, in Penrich,
with just one Sunaay morning class and a hanapdl of kids Lot in 2007
it grew b/’//er than my wildest dreams.

Once again / watked t/rmu,/r a door that would send my passion to the
next level This time appearing on P/w,ons Ven and winning investment. for
Kazzamataz from Pwcan Bammatme. With his gvidance [ shared my belief
internationally that ‘the performing arts covld e roong people 5pm¢t/7m/
profound, Vot V5t the steps and the songss, but the confidence, discipline;
and resilence to take on the world

Joday Razzamataz has over eights schools across the W with locations
Jrowing in the VAE and the Republic of Ireland We have worked with
Warner Brothers Matte| and TU Former stvdents are now ronning their
oun Razzamataz franchises It thrils me to say that these performers
have become entrepreneurs

[ tell vov all of this not to impress sou but becavse [ want sou to
wmderstand samet/r/h‘y imporeant: none of it would have been possible withovt
the performing arts P&rfor/n/hy taa‘y/rt me ere/%/r/h/ that g0t me here
today, ¢ taught me how to show up, full; fearlessly and with eversthing / had
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Which is why this book matters so much to me. 5pot/{7’/rt on Svccess is
the book [ wish someone had placed in my hands when [ was a somng
performer wondering what came next, [¢ is proof — redl lved beavtifully
told proof — that a lfe shaped by performance is not a detowr from
svccess It is the fowmdation of it. The cighteen avthors in these pages
have cach taken the skills they honed wider the spot//'y/rt and carried
them into extraordinary second third and foureh chapters Their stories
are different, bvt the thread ronning t/rma//r every s/h(y/a one of them
is the same passion, pursved with purpose; is the most powerful

business strategy there s

If vov are readng this as a performer wondering whether sour skills
transiate beyond the stage, beleve me they do If sov are reading this
as someone who has already made the leap and simply needs a lttle
encouragement to shine a //"7’/1t on sour showbiz bﬂck/rwnd and see it as
a gift, consider this sour cve. This book 5/';1(7'/&-/14”4&4/}' reminds performers
that they make exceptional entreprencurs, leaders, and humans and [

am so gratefyl to WNicole and her co-avthors for slrﬂr/h/ their

stories to msplire sou.

My purpose now is legacs, /¢ is watc/r/h/ the oy people who tramed

at Razzamataz become franchise oumers, watc/r/h, former performers
step into their next chapter with belef and bolaness Nicole has created
samat/r/n‘y that will do the same on a grovd scale — inspire, motivate, and
Jive permission to evers performer who has ever wondered Whats nexs?”

The W//'y/hf has always be/m‘yad to you

This book will show vov Jvst how far it can reach

Pen/se /%téan—fasner

Fomder, Razzamataz Theatre Schools

Entreprencur / Franchisor / Pm/ﬂnf' Den Svccess Story
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