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  About This Book


  Princess Ellie is pony-mad! She loves riding her five beautiful ponies with her best friend, Kate.


  Then Kates parents make a big announcement and Ellie is faced with losing her best friend. Ellie is determined to change everyones minduntil things go terribly wrong. Will time run out before she can come up with the perfect plan?
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  Chapter 1
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  Go on, boy, urged Princess Ellie, as she cantered Sundance across the palace paddock. The jumping lesson was nearly over. This was her last try at the course, and she was determined to go clear.


  She headed Sundance towards the first fence. The chestnut pony responded willingly and cleared the two crossed poles with space to spare.


  Ellie felt a surge of excitement  she loved jumping. But she knew she mustnt let her attention slip so she pushed away all her other thoughts and focused on the next fence: a single horizontal pole.


  Sundance bounded over that just as easily and, as soon as they landed, Ellie turned him to the right and headed for the next jump. It was another single pole but this time the space underneath was filled with a piece of wood painted with bright red and yellow stripes.


  Sundance snorted when he saw it, and Ellie felt him slow slightly and try to swing to the right. She pressed her legs against his sides to urge him onwards and managed to keep him going straight towards the fence. Sundance snorted again when he reached it and jumped much higher than Ellie expected.
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  He flew over the pole and landed so hard that he almost jolted Ellie out of the saddle. But she kept her balance and turned him left towards the last fence.


  It was a double jump: two cross-pole fences set very close together. As Sundance approached the first fence, Ellie concentrated on the vital space between that one and the next. Should she try to get Sundance to cover it in two strides and risk being too far away from the second half of the double or should she let him take three and risk being too close?


  She made her decision as Sundance cleared the first fence. She lined him up to the second half and counted his strides, One, two, three. Then Sundance took off and for a moment, she thought hed cleared that fence too. But as he landed, he clipped one of the poles with a hind foot, and it fell to the ground.


  Bad luck, called her best friend, Kate, who was sitting in the saddle of a grey pony. Thats exactly what Rainbow did with me.


  Never mind, said Meg, the palace groom, as she walked over to them. You both did very well. Doubles are tricky. You just need a bit more practice with them.
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  Could we try jumping against the clock next time? asked Ellie. It looks like fun when I watch riders do that on TV.


  It looks scary too, said Kate. But Ive got to learn to do it if Im going to ride in the Olympics one day.


  Meg laughed. So thats your plan, is it? She glanced at Ellie. And what about you? Are you heading for international competition too?


  Id love to, said Ellie. Then she shook her head and sighed. But Dad wont let me go in for any horse shows, even local ones. He says loads of reporters would turn up to take pictures of me and spoil the show for everyone else. And the flashes on their cameras might frighten the ponies and cause an accident.
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  I suppose hes got a point, said Meg. She gave Ellie a sympathetic smile and added, Being a princess has some drawbacks.


  Maybe I should be glad Im not royal, said Kate, whose grandmother was the palace cook. She reached forward and stroked the grey ponys neck. But there are some good bits to being a princess. And Rainbow is definitely one of them.


  So is Sundance, Ellie agreed with a grin. And Starlight and Moonbeam and Shadow. Having five ponies helped make up for the restrictions of being royal. And having Kate as her best friend made life even better.


  I think thats enough jumping for today, said Meg. The ponies are getting tired. She turned and headed towards the stables, leaving Ellie and Kate to ride back together.


  As they walked their ponies side by side, Kate looked at her watch. Mum and Dad should be back by now. Im dying to know where theyve been today.
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  Didnt they tell you? asked Ellie.


  Kate shook her head. They were very secretive about it. But they said they might come back with some exciting news.


  Wow! said Ellie. Do you want to go straight home to find out what it is? I can untack Rainbow for you. She knew her friend wanted to spend as much time as she could with her parents while they were here. They worked abroad most of the time so she only saw them when they came back for their holidays.


  That would be great, said Kate. As soon as they reached the yard, she jumped down from Rainbows back and handed her reins to Ellie. She ran to the end stable and stroked the nose of her own pony, Angel. Then she raced off towards the apartment at the back of the palace where she lived with her grandparents.


  Ellie dismounted too and led the ponies towards their stables. She untacked them both and brushed the saddle marks from their backs. Then she fetched two bulging haynets that Meg had filled earlier and hung one up for each of them.


  She was just closing Sundances door when the sound of running feet made her swing round. It was Kate, and her face was streaked with tears.


  I wont go! she sobbed. I wont! I wont!
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  Chapter 2
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  Kate raced across the yard and dived into Angels stable. Ellie ran after her. Something awful must have happened. Shed never seen Kate so upset before.


  When she stepped into the stable, she found Kate with her arms around her brown and white ponys neck and her face buried in her mane. That was silky soft now Angel was a yearling, and it no longer stood straight up like it had when she was a foal.
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  Ellie moved as close to Kate as she could get, hoping her presence would be comforting. Whats wrong? she asked. Where wont you go?


  To boarding school, said Kate. Mum and Dad want to send me to some horrible school thats miles and miles away from you and the stables and Angel.


  Ellie stared at her in horror. But you cant go. Youre my best friend. Shed been so lonely before Kate came to live with her grandparents at the palace while her parents worked abroad.


  I know. I told them that. And I told them Im happy at the school Im at now. But they dont care.


  Yes, we do, said Kates dad from the doorway. His voice made Ellie jump  shed been concentrating so hard on Kate that she hadnt heard her friends parents arrive.


  Kate swung around, her face flushed with anger. If you cared, you wouldnt be sending me away.


  Its for your own good, said her mum. She walked over and tried to put her arms around her daughter. But Kate pushed her off.


  Calm down, sweetie, said her dad, as he stepped towards her. We just want you to have a good education.


  But Im already getting one at the school in the village.


  Not for ever, said her dad, as he walked across the stable. He stroked Angels face and added, Your pony isnt the only one who is growing up. Youll have to change to a different school soon, and weve chosen the best possible one for you to go to.


  But I want to stay here with Angel and Ellie and Gran and Grandad.


  And I want Kate to stay too, said Ellie. Were best friends.


  We know, said Kates mum. But were not separating you for ever. Youll still be together in the holidays.


  But Ill be away for ages, wailed Kate. Ill hate this school. I know I will.


  Kates dad patted her on the shoulder. Were sure youll change your mind when you see the place. Thats why were taking you to visit it tomorrow.
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  Tomorrow! said Kate. But Im supposed to be at my own school then.


  No problem, said her dad. Weve arranged for you to have the day off. Your teacher said shed allow it as were so rarely here.


  It will be lovely to spend the whole day together, said Kates mum. We can have a meal while were out and do some shopping. You could get a new headcollar for Angel.


  She paused as if she was waiting for her daughter to say something in response. But Kate stayed sullenly silent and huddled closer to her pony. Eventually her mum gave up waiting and turned to leave. Wed best be getting back. I promised Gran wed help with supper so please come in soon.


  What am I going to do? said Kate, when her parents were safely out of earshot. She hugged Angel even tighter and started to cry again. I dont want to go, but theyve made up their minds.


  So well just have to unmake them, said Ellie. There must be some other solution  one that doesnt involve you going away.


  They fetched Angels hay while they were thinking. Then they leaned over her stable door and watched her eat. Its so unfair, said Kate. Its my life, but Mum and Dad arent listening to what I want.
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  I wonder if your parents would listen to mine, said Ellie. Surely theyd have to let you stay if the King and Queen told them to.


  That would be brilliant, said Kate, looking hopeful for the first time since she came back. Can you get them to do it?


  I dont know, said Ellie, trying not to give her friend false hope. But I promise Ill try.


  Angel tugged a mouthful of hay from the net and popped her head over the door while she ate it. Kate stroked her in her favourite spot, just behind her ears. Then she turned to Ellie. If I do have
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