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Introduction

Be Still Our Hearts!



Robert Pattinson never expected to be haunting the dreams of millions of teenage girls around the world. In fact, the thousands of screaming fans usually make him blush! But this gifted (and stunningly attractive) young actor better get used to the attention because his starring role as the worlds hottest vampire has secured his spot in our hearts.

In just two breakout roles, Robert Pattinson has gone from being a minor hottie to an all-out, major heartthrob. And hes gone from extreme to extreme as far as the roles hes played. In the movie adaptation of J. K. Rowlings Harry Potter and the Goblet of Fire, the life of his characterdoomed, handsome athlete, schoolboy, and all-around good guy, Cedric Diggorywas tragically cut short. Then, as dazzling Edward Cullen in the movie version of Stephenie Meyers Twi light, he played another schoolboy, but this time one who can never die, and is eternally frozen at the age of seventeen, denying his dark nature for the sake of true love. Whats the link? Both characters are exceedingly noble and outrageously crush worthy!

Its not just the characters that have something in common, either. Twilight also happens to be the most popular young-adult book since the Harry Potter series. So Robert Pattinson certainly owes a big thank-you to fans of both bestselling book series, since without the readers who love them, he might still be an unknown.

Not long before Harry Potter and the Goblet of Fire was released, an interviewer met with Robert. At that time Triwizard champion Cedric was his biggest role to date. In between talking about his fellow actors and his band, Robert was asked what his next project would be. After all, what could possibly follow a global phenomenon like Harry Potter?

Robert tossed out several possibilities. Hed gotten his acting start in live theater productions, so he was considering returning to that. He also wanted to do something weird. There had recently been a part hed really wanted. The choice came down to him and one other guybut the other guy got it. (Bet those casting directors are kicking themselves now!) Oh, and there was an American movie that hed been offered, one that would involve him signing on for the possibility of at least three movies.

At the time, fans had no idea that he was referring to Twilight and the successive possible movie sequels based on bestselling author Stephenie Meyers Twilight Saga. Its almost guaranteed that Robert had no idea how many fans the Twilight movie would have. But were certainly glad that he said yes to that offer!

So how did a shy guy from a quiet London suburb end up as part of not one but two worldwide phenomena by the age of twenty-two? He has beautiful eyes and chiseled cheekbones, its true, but hes also charming and talentedand hes a musician to boot! Theres no doubt that Robert Pattinson is here to stay, and thats something to cheer about!
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Robs Dazzling Roots


Twelve was a turning point, as I moved to a mixed school, and then I became cool and discovered hair gel.

Robert Pattinson





Robert Thomas-Pattinson was born on May 13, 1986, in Barnes, a suburb of London, the capital of England. London has been a major settlement for over two thousand years, and is one of the worlds leading centers for business, finance, and culture. It has a widely diverse populationmore than three hundred languages are spoken in London. Robert grew up in an affluent and rather secluded area near the Thames River, full of rich culture and elegant houses. And yes, we can thank his London upbringing for that a-maz-ing-ly sexy accent!

Lucky for Robert, two of his passionsmusic and theaterare significant influences in Barnes. The recording studio Olympic Studios, one of the towns prominent attractions, has hosted some of the biggest stars of pop and rock music, from the Beatles to Madonna to Coldplay. Another tourist site is the Old Sorting Office Arts Centre, which has become a key name in art and fringe theater. The Old Sorting Office hosts both art exhibits and theater productions, all open to the public. A teenage Robert played key roles in the Old Sorting Offices stage productions. After spending his early years in an area so supportive of the arts, its no surprise that Robert has quickly risen to such heights in his acting career.

Robert is the youngest of three kids in the Pattinson family, and the only son. He has two older sisters. Elizabeth is three years older than he is, and Victoria is five years older. Roberts father, Richard, is a secondhand car dealer who specializes in importing vintage cars from America, and when Rob was growing up, his mother, Clare, worked for a modeling agency. Perhaps shes even the one who encouraged Rob to pursue the modeling hes done at various parts of his career.

Roberts dad loves that his son is involved in a creative profession. According to Robert: My dad said to me the other day, I really am an artistic person. I was shocked as I never saw him as creative. I think me and my sisters are living out that side of him as my sister is another creative person. Shes a songwriter. Roberts sister Elizabeth, better known as Lizzy, has established herself in the music industry in England. Lizzy is both a singer and a songwriter. A scout from EMI, one of the big four major record labels, discovered her when she was seventeen. It seems that the Pattinson familys creative talents spring up strongly in their teenage years, because Robert, too, got his big break at age seventeen. In the United Kingdom, Lizzy is the songwriting brainsand often the onstage talentbehind a number of bands that are known for hitting the top of the charts with catchy pop tunes.

Lizzy has performed with the band Aurora UK, which is a trio based in London. Lizzys bandmates are the keyboardist Simon Greenaway and guitarist Sacha Collisson; Lizzy is the singer of the group. The dance bands debut single was Dreaming, and their first album, released in 2002, was titled the same. In fact, Lizzy can fill in her younger brother on the peaks and pitfalls of skyrocketing fame, because by the time she was eighteen, Aurora UK had had not one but two Top Twenty hits: Dreaming and The Day It Rained Forever.

Aurora UK toured throughout the United Kingdom, North America, and Europe. They played in many major music venues, and the concert crowds often numbered more than 100,000 screaming fans! Lizzy recently collaborated with Aurora UK again on a 2006 song called Summer Son. Aurora UK isnt the only band Lizzy Pattinson sings for, though. Shes also worked with Milk & Sugar, singing Let the Sunshine In, which hit the number one spot on the Billboard Dance Chart.

Robert and Lizzys middle sister, Victoria, isnt involved in the music or theater world, but she channels the Pattinson creativity in another way, putting it to good use in her job in advertising. Unfortunately for Robert, his sisters creativity wasnt always beneficial to him. Up until I was twelve my sisters used to dress me up as a girl and introduce me as Claudia, he says. Growing up with two sisters might have had its pitfalls, but chances are it means Rob learned how to treat girls right early on. And anyway, Twelve was a turning point, as I moved to a mixed school [a school with boys and girls], and then I became cool and discovered hair gel. Apparently trademark hair has been a part of Roberts persona ever since. At a press event promoting Twilight, a Washington Post reporter quizzed Robert on how he gets his artfully messy hair to stick up so perfectly. Robert laughed and said, You just dont wash it. Ever.

Back to Roberts life history and the days in which he was first discovering hair gelalong with first discovering his talent for acting. The first school Robert attended was an all-boys school called the Tower House School. Tower House is located in a suburb close to Barnes, an area known for schools with high standards for excellence. Traditionally, a tower house could also be called a castlea building built for either defense or for living in. The Tower House School is a preparatory school for boys ages four to thirteen. Music, art, and drama are considered a vital part of the Tower House School curriculum, and Robert got his first taste of acting while he was a student there. He began performing in school productions at age six. His roles included the King of Hearts (aww!) in a play written by one of the teachers called Spell for a Rhyme and Robert in William Goldings Lord of the Flies.

He wasnt a particularly academic child but he always loved drama, said Caroline Booth, a school secretary, to the Evening Standard. He was an absolutely lovely boy, everyone adored him. We have lots of lovely boys here but he was something special. He was very pretty, beautiful and blond. Even back then, people appreciated Robs talentsand his undeniable cuteness. Caroline Booth continued, I wouldnt say he was a star but he was very keen on our drama club. Were all so pleased that hes found something he really shines at.

How else could his teachers and classmates tell that Robert was more interested in the theater than academics? Well, in a newsletter during his last year there, he was called a runaway winner of last terms Form Three untidy desk award. Robert did serve as a lunch monitor at his school, but he wasnt always the best monitor, either. I used to take everyones chips! he told the BBC. Not that this mischievous French fry thief wasnt ever the victim of pranks himself. Someone stole my shoelaces once from my shoes, a younger Rob once revealed. I still wear them and never put laces in themtheyre like my trademark shoes now! And even Robert acknowledges that he didnt have the best school reports. They were always pretty badI never ever did my homework. I always turned up for lessons, as I liked my teachers, but my report said I didnt try very hard.

No question, Robert must have been a bit of a scoundrel, since he also admitted that he was expelled from school when he was twelve, though he wouldnt confess what, exactly, had caused that bit of drama! But his expulsion led to a change that Rob probably didnt mind all too much, after spending years with only other boys for classmates. The switch in schools meant that he started attending a co-ed school. And it seems he wasted no time getting to know some of those girls quite well, because he told Seventeen magazine that he had his first kiss at age twelve, too!


The Harrodian School was good for more than Robs budding love life. It was a superb environment for a creative teenager. The school takes studentsboys and girlsfrom ages four to eighteen and encourages them to reach their full potential, academically, physically, and socially. They also want their students to become well-rounded people who contribute positive things to the world. The curriculum at Harrodian encourages manners, consideration, and awareness of society and the world. Its not a large school, as the student body has fewer than one thousand students. But students there have lots of privileges. They have a heated outdoor swimming pool on the grounds for use in the summer and autumn terms, as well as science laboratories, a state-of-the-art computer lab, and a music and dramatic studies center.

American students might get a bit of culture shock if they attended the Harrodian School. The schools rules are certainly more strict than those were used to here in the United States. Students there are expected to line up quietly outside the classroom until told to enter by the teacher and are not to have graffiti on their schoolbook covers. Leaving the school premises without permission can even result in immediate expulsion! And theres a very preppy dress code. While Robert attended the Harrodian School, he had to wear either gray or black trousers, a collared shirt and navy sweater, and dark socks and shoes. He wasnt allowed to wear hooded tops, sweaters with logos besides the schools, blue jeans or jean jackets, T-shirts under shirts, or athletic shoes. Boys arent permitted to wear jewelry of any sort at Harrodian, and their haircuts cant be extreme in style or length. (Its a good thing hair gel was still allowed.) On the plus side, though, all that emphasis on decorum creates a great reputation for the school. According to the schools website, First-rate drama productions, art exhibitions, and musical events are features of Harrodian life, and a wide range of extracurricular activities is offered each term.


Students at the Harrodian School are divided into four housesjust like at Hogwarts! The houses are named Bridge, Ferry, Lonsdale, and Thames, and each student is allocated a house when they enter the school. According to Harrodians website: Students are able to gain house points through Sport, Drama, Music, Public Speaking, Debating, and Citizenship. Theres even the equivalent of the House Cup, though it has a slightly different name! Whichever house has the most points at the end of each term is presented with the Gallagher Shield. And, like Hogwarts, the school names a Head Boy and Head Girl each year, thought Robert never held that coveted title as his character Cedric did. Asked by the BBC who his favorite, most memorable teacher was, Robert replied, Probably my English teacher because she got me into writing instead of just answering the question. I used to hand in homework with twenty pages of nonsense and shed still mark it. She was a really amazing teacher. Robert has already proved two major creative talentsacting and musicperhaps someday well see his success as a writer, too.

Roberts teenage life wasnt all school, though. He was an active athlete, skiing, snowboarding, and playing soccer. He had a job, too. I started doing a paper round when I was about ten, he said. I started earning ten pounds [around twenty American dollars] a week and then I was obsessed with earning money until I was about fifteen. These days Robert has a much more sensible view of money. In an interview with music website virginmedia.com, he said he didnt want to look for a recording contract for his music until he felt absolutely ready. My sister works so hard to make money and I think it ruins you, he concluded. Roberts business sense got him through the end of school, though, so its good he has a level head for money matters. After he got his first screen acting job, he needed the income to pay for school. He told a London newspaper, the Evening Standard, At the time, my father
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