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Dedicated to those we love and to the God 
who loves us more than we can ever know.

Joyce & Ginger






A Note from the Authors

Long ago, on a silent night in Bethlehem, a Child came into the world who would change it forever. It was the advent of a new age—the arrival of a Savior for us all—and we celebrate Him and His birth each year at Christmas. Or do we? We certainly celebrate… We gather together, put up lights, give gifts—all wonderful traditions that make Christmastime special—but do we take the time to give Him the honor He deserves? And could we be missing some of the wonder He came to bring us?

Let’s face it: In the hustle and bustle of today’s world and the holiday season, there aren’t many silent nights, are there? We race from one thing on our list to the next, and when we aren’t in perpetual movement, our minds are racing. We can be so busy celebrating the season that we neglect the Savior who inspires it. We can still enjoy the things of the season, but with intentionality, we can make space for Him and remind ourselves not to lose God in the good.

Advent, the weeks leading up to Christmas Day and the celebration of Jesus’ birth, is a season set aside to behold—or purposefully devote our attention to—something truly precious. It’s a time for anticipation and preparation—to stop and focus on Christ and absorb the truth of who He is and all He does in our lives. We personally know the immeasurable benefits of focusing on Jesus and spending time with Him. We decided to write this Advent devotional together because we have each experienced the beauty in this process. God promises in James 4:8 that when we draw near to Him, He draws near to us. And when we do, we are never the same!

Come… let’s embark together on a journey of truly beholding Christ and drawing close to Him, a daily exercise of making room and preparing our hearts. God wants you to light up with expectancy for the good He has for you. When we awaken anticipation, we find that hope and joy follow. These twenty-five days of coming to Him, of focused adoration, will also bring transformation. The more we know Him, the more we love Him. The more we love Him, the more we love others. And as we do that, Christmas becomes what it is meant to be.

Preparation is important. A farmer turns over the soil, a mother-to-be begins readying the home, a student studies for the test, so how does one prepare to honor and celebrate the birth of Christ? We turn over the soil of our heart, Christ’s home, by opening it to all He wants to plant in us. We study the Bible, His Word, which teaches us who He is. And as we do, our faith grows so that all He offers us can flourish in our lives.

To help us all walk through each day, we have broken up the daily devotions into motivating sections: “Read,” “Reflect,” “Receive,” and “Respond.” Each carries its own importance. We read the Word of God, reflect on its truth and how it applies to our lives, then we receive His promises into our lives through prayer, and respond appropriately to put into action what we’ve learned and create memories to last a lifetime.

You may have been raised in a home or church that observed Advent, or this idea may be new to you—either way, God has something beautiful for you during this season. Whether you choose to incorporate traditional candles, an Advent wreath or calendar, or not—the goal is to make room for and focus on Christ. To give Jesus the gift of you. As the angel proclaimed, Christ came “for all” (Luke 2:10), and regardless of our traditions, culture, past, or fears, we can embrace the gifts of Advent with our whole hearts—seeking to know Christ more fully and leaning into Him.

Together, let’s come and behold Him who came in answer to humanity’s prayer and ushered in a love, grace, and mercy such as the world had never before seen!

Love,

Joyce & Ginger







PART 1

The Wonders of His Love
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Show me the wonders of your great love, 
you who save by your right hand.

Psalm 17:7
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Day 1

BEHOLD! LOVE HAS COME
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And the angel said to them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord.

Luke 2:10–11 ESV
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Read: Luke 2:1–20

Reflect

In a peaceful, rolling field, where the only sound to be heard was the bleating of sheep, an angel of the Lord appeared out of nowhere and told the quivering shepherds, “Behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people” (Luke 2:10 KJV, emphasis ours). Behold! This word is used in the Bible over a thousand times, depending on the translation. It isn’t just an outdated “Bible word” to gloss over. It’s much more than that—behold is a command to pay attention to something extraordinary. It is a call to open your eyes and absorb. It says, hear me, take this in, do not miss this!

Remember that excitement and anticipation when you were young? If only we could see Christmas through the eyes of a child once again. To be captivated by the simple wonders we have somehow outgrown… or learned to overlook. To believe with all our hearts in unlimited possibilities, rather than be jaded by life’s harsher realities. For hope to be larger than all else. But we are no longer children, are we? We’ve lived a few years, been down this road and back again, experienced our share of disappointment and heartache, and been knocked sideways by the pace and weight of the world—including that of the holiday season.


Behold, I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. (Luke 2:10 ESV)


It takes a lot to command our attention these days, and we may not be able to return to that childhood state of innocence, but we can make the choice—a commitment—to pay more attention, to fully take in and experience the joy and peace that God longs to bring us. He came to resuscitate possibility, reignite our hope, and reawaken wonder! But it requires that we purposefully stop, take time to get to know the One we celebrate, and behold the miracle of all He is!

Beyond the Tinsel

As you move toward Christmas at a breakneck pace, have you ever considered what you may be missing while focusing on all the shiny things—the tinsel, gifts, and wrapping? So many shimmering distractions, but God has much more for us, for our families, and for this world desperately in need, if we can only look beyond the superficial lists and obligations. There are miracles at work right before our eyes and many more ahead. Dare we overlook them once again or allow them to be overshadowed by the distractions clamoring for our attention? Let’s not be so preoccupied by the glitter that we miss the real gold.

Advent means the love of Christ has come! In the story of Jesus’ birth, we see a lot of love. We see Mary’s love for God in her willingness to submit to Him and risk everything to carry a child even though she wasn’t married yet. We see Joseph’s love in his obedience to do as the angel of the Lord instructed and take Mary as his wife. Most of all, we see God’s love for us in His willingness to give His only Son to suffer and die for our sins, and the love of Jesus toward His Father and for us in His willingness to obey.

Love is the most important thing in the Bible. God is love (1 John 4:8). Everything Jesus did was out of love for you. Then He said, “I give you a new commandment: that you should love one another. Just as I have loved you, so you too should love one another” (John 13:34 AMPC). The world needs love, and it is our job to show it to them. We are ambassadors for God, and He is making his appeal to the world through us (2 Corinthians 5:20).

Determine today that throughout this season, you will take the time to slow down and truly behold this miracle of love. Clear out as many distractions as you can, soak up the moments, see the joy on the kids’ faces, listen to the words of the music, and begin to see the season in a new light. Take in all the different ways you experience God’s love, draw nearer to Him, and see how it changes your Christmas, your life, and everyone around you.


For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal life.

John 3:16 ESV
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Receive

Father, I love You and I receive Your love for me. Thank You for sending Jesus! Slow me down, Lord. As I focus on You, transform me into His image, and help me to love people the way Jesus would. Amen!
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Respond

On this first day of Advent, make a plan to transform your Christmas. What can you remove from your to-do list? What can you do to focus more fully on Christ? Determine to make room to see the love of Jesus in action and take the time to show love to someone who seems to need it.
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Day 2

WORTH THE WAIT
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Simeon took him in his arms and praised God, saying: “Sovereign Lord, as you have promised, you may now dismiss your servant in peace. For my eyes have seen your salvation, which you have prepared in the sight of all nations.”

Luke 2:28–31
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Read: Luke 2:25–35

Reflect

For generations, the people of Israel waited… through uncertainty, amid hardship, in the silence… and for centuries, the world anticipated the fulfillment of God’s great promise. Families talked about the coming Messiah, passing down the stories from generation to generation. Year after year, decade after decade, expectation built, and desperation increased. They whispered of hope and clung to the promises in God’s Word of a Savior.

Then one day, in the most unexpected place, a lowly stable in an unassuming town, it happened. The birth of Jesus fulfilled the prophesies and brought about God’s plan of salvation for all, both Israel and gentiles alike (Luke 2:32). The world breathed a sigh of relief with this holy birth, and the heavens and angels sang!

A man named Simeon had prayed and faithfully waited for the promised Messiah his entire life. The Holy Spirit had revealed to him that he would not die before he had seen the Lord’s Messiah (Luke 2:26), so every day he hoped and watched with anticipation. When Mary and Joseph brought tiny Jesus to the temple to present Him to God, Simeon saw the child and knew his waiting was finally over—this was indeed the Promised One. After not just years but decades of waiting, Simeon’s eyes saw what his heart desired most. It was a day like no other!

We all have things we are waiting for—those things our heart desires, as well as the deepest aching needs of our soul. In this society of quick fixes and instant gratification, we are uncomfortable with waiting, and we don’t like being uncomfortable. Yet it is also a part of life. The birth of Christ is a story of discomfort: a pregnant woman traveling on a donkey, the only place to give birth, among the animals. You may be uncomfortable right now, waiting for the gloom of winter to pass, for your healing to come, or your circumstances to change. The problem with being uncomfortable in waiting is that it tends to create an atmosphere in which we are willing to accept less in order to receive it sooner. Less than God’s best for us, less than promised, less than our worth.


I wait for the Lord, my soul waits, and in his word I hope. (Psalm 130:5 ESV)


A Great Treasure

Are you familiar with sea glass? When the sun glistening off this small treasure on the beach catches your eye, you know you have discovered something special. The gemlike colors, smooth surface, and milky texture is created when glass is violently tumbled by ocean waves. The glass is broken by the force and tossed over and over again, and the rough grains of sand round the sharp edges and
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Receive
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Respond
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