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            Foreword

          

          By Tan Sri Azman Hashim, Chairman, Board of Trustees, Perdana Leadership Foundation

        

      

    

    
      Just as an accomplished cameraman pans out and zooms in to his subject for greater effect and clarity, a keen historian employs both a macro as well as micro lens to history for deeper understanding. The sweep of history may be grand and its arc may span decades, but the view from the individual who was in the thick of it may be far different. Often, it’s more nuanced and complex.

      The Oral History series by the Perdana Leadership Foundation is akin to the close ups and zooms of the camera – focusing on specific individuals and their experience of history, their thinking, and their views. It is our hope that these oral history sessions will enrich the nation’s documented history, and perhaps even unveil new facets of our past and present.

      In this episode of our Oral History series, we had the privilege of conversing with Malaysia’s longest-serving Minister of International Trade and Industry, Tan Sri Rafidah Aziz. Tan Sri Rafidah served as our Minister of International Trade for 21 years, and was also on the UMNO Supreme Council for 38 years. She was the Kuala Kangsar Member of Parliament from 1986 to 2013, winning all elections within that time period.

      With her impressive track record in government and now, the private sector, Tan Sri is an inspiring icon for existing and aspiring leaders, and I thank her for her time and generosity in sharing her experience as educator, minister, politician, and technocrat.

      I also thank the interviewers, Professor Dr Mohd Shahwahid Othman, and Dr Normaz Wana Ismail, as well as the Oral History team, for their work in making this series a reality.

      The Board of Trustees of Perdana Leadership Foundation fully supports this endeavour to document the personal histories of key Malaysians for the benefit of future generations.

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            Foreword

          

          By Tan Sri Nik Mohamed Nik Yaacob, Executive Director, Perdana Leadership Foundation

        

      

    

    
      Tan Sri Rafidah Aziz was Malaysia’s longest-serving Minister of International Trade and Industry, and the first Malay woman to earn a postgraduate degree in Economics. Those are just two of her remarkable accomplishments. She’s earned her stripes in academia, government service, and politics, and in this Oral History session with Perdana Leadership Foundation, she shares tales of her childhood in the pre-Merdeka years as well as her early forays into government, and subsequently, politics. Her service in government, under different Prime Ministers, gives us insights into Malaysia’s trade negotiations and her no-nonsense leadership approach. There are also many anecdotes throughout to both entertain and enlighten!

      I’m grateful that Tan Sri agreed to this Oral History conversation, and thank her for her time. I also thank Professor Dr Mohd Shahwahid, and Dr Normaz Wana Ismail, of Universiti Putra Malaysia, for being our interviewers for this episode of the series.

      This book will be of interest to researchers as well as members of the public who wish to know more about Tan Sri Rafidah Aziz, and her views on various subjects, including international trade, politics, and Malaysia’s future.
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      Perdana  Leadership  Foundation  embarked  on  the Oral History series in 2006 with the mission to record, preserve, and share the personal accounts and recollections of history by those who played key roles in it. Our series started with the longest-serving Prime Minister of Malaysia and our Honorary President, Tun Dr Mahathir Mohamad, and continued with his wife, who was also one of the nation’s earliest Malay women doctors, Tun Dr Siti Hasmah Hj Mohd Ali.

      To date, we have had conversations with the former Chief Secretaries to the Government, the late Tan Sri Saleha Ali, Tan Sri Nor Mohamed Yakcop, Tan Sri Rafidah Aziz, and our Chairman, Tan Sri Azman Hashim.

      The conversations are transcribed, and, with the subjects’ permission, published. The recordings are preserved in our Perdana Library and can be accessed by researchers upon request. These conversations serve as useful reference for those interested in first-hand accounts of Malaysia’s past, and personal views of its present and future.
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        Tan Sri Rafidah (right) greeting Tun Abdul Razak Dato’ Hussein, the second Prime Minister of Malaysia, early 70s

      

      Tan Sri Rafidah Aziz was appointed as an Independent Non-Executive Director and Chairman of the Air Asia X Board on 3 March 2011 and redesignated as a Senior Independent Non-Executive Chairman upon listing of the Company on 10 July 2013. She is also Chairman of the Nomination and Remuneration Committee of the Board and Safety Review Board of the Company.

      She holds a Bachelor of Arts degree in Economics and a Master's degree in Economics from the University of Malaya.

      She is Malaysia's longest-serving Minister of International Trade and Industry, having served in that capacity from 1987 to 2008, and contributes a wealth of international experience.

      Prior to this, she held the portfolio of Minister of Public Enterprises from 1980 to 1987 and Deputy Minister of Finance from 1977 to 1980. Tan Sri Rafidah also has experience lecturing at the Faculty of Economics and Administration at the University of Malaya between 1966 and 1976. She now serves as an Adjunct Professor at the College of Business, University Utara Malaysia.

      She has received various awards from the states of Selangor, Perak, Melaka and Terengganu as well as from Argentina and Chile. She has also been conferred Honorary Doctorates from Universiti Putra Malaysia, Universiti Utara Malaysia, Universiti Tun Abdul Razak Malaysia, the University of Malaya and Dominican University of California, United States of America.

      She also serves as Chairman of Megasteel Sdn Bhd, and Pinewood Iskandar Malaysia Studio and is the patron of several NGOs.

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            Interviewer’s Profile

          

          Mohd Shahwahid Haji Othman

        

      

    

    
      Mohd Shahwahid Haji Othman is a Professor at the Faculty of Economics and Management, Universiti Putra Malaysia (UPM). He specialises in the economics and valuation of policies and impacts affecting natural resources and the environment. He obtained his Doctorate of Philosophy (PhD) in Resource Management and Policy from State University of New York, Syracuse in 1989. Currently, he serves as the Editor-in-Chief for Pertanika Journal of Social Sciences Humanities (JSSH) and is the head of the Sub-cluster of the National Professor Council. He is the recipient of UPM’s prestigious 2011 Vice Chancellor Award for Research (Social Science).

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            Interviewer’s Profile

          

          Normaz Wana Ismail

        

      

    

    
      Normaz Wana Ismail is an Associate Professor in economics at the Faculty of Economics and Management, Universiti Putra Malaysia. She is also the Deputy Director of the Institute of Agricultural and Food Policy Studies, Universiti Putra Malaysia. She received her PhD in Economics from University of Southampton, United Kingdom. She teaches undergraduate and graduate courses in Macroeconomics, International Trade and Research Methodology. More than 30 postgraduate students have graduated under her supervision, including 6 PhDs, Master of Science, Master of Economics and MBAs.

      Her research interests include ASEAN studies, particularly issues related to intra-regional trade, foreign direct investment, convergence and economic growth. Current research interest in international economics are mainly focused on the use of gravity model in international trade including trade relationships with free trade agreement, language, infrastructure and other trade costs. She has published a number of publications in cited refereed journals, books and chapters in books and presented over 20 papers at national and international conferences.

      She also served as a consultant to government agencies such as the Economic Planning Unit and Ministry of Domestic Trade, Co-operatives and Consumerism (KPDNKK). At the international level, she is also involved in consultation work with Asian Development Bank Institute (ADBI) and Economic Research Institute for ASEAN and East Asia (ERIA).
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