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  Paddling Maryland and Washington, DC


  
    HELP US KEEP THIS GUIDE UP TO DATE

  


  
    Every effort has been made by the author and editors to make this guide as accurate and useful as possible. However, many things can change after a guide is published—water routes can vary, regulations change, techniques evolve, facilities come under new management, etc.


    We welcome your comments concerning your experiences with this guide and how you feel it could be improved and kept up to date. While we may not be able to respond to all comments and suggestions, we’ll take them to heart, and we’ll also make certain to share them with the author. Please send your comments and suggestions to the following address:


    FalconGuides


    Reader Response/Editorial Department


    246 Goose Lane


    Guilford, CT 06437


    Or you may e-mail us at: editorial@falcon.com


    Thanks for your input, and happy trails!
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    The author and Rowman & Littlefield assume no liability for accidents happening to, or injuries sustained by, readers who engage in the activities described in this book.
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  About the Author


  Introduction


  Every adventure I have written about, I have double-checked the research by walking the walk or paddling the paddle. I’ve talked to park rangers, harbormasters, county, state and federal administrators, and folks from all walks of life on the water. The pictures are from my camera, so they aren’t perfect, but they are real. Whether you are a slowpoke sun-worshiping paddler like my wife, a paddleboarder in search of a quiet cove, a canoeist looking for the perfect creek headwaters, or a sea kayaker able to cover a lot of miles in a single route, I’ve tried to cover you all in each adventure.


  We have met several paddling clubs in our travels and found that these are folks you can truly call interesting companions. We heartily recommend saying hello. Paddling is always better and safer with friends and a partner. Maryland has a lot of shoreline and creeks. I’ll take you to safe and different places—real adventures where you determine how long to paddle and where to jump in and pull out.


  About Maryland


  Maryland is sometimes called “Little America” due to the wide range of environmental differences from north to south and east to west; variety and choice are a way of life. Marylanders embrace their history and proudly show it off as part of their culture. It is one of the smallest states in the United States, but has an astoundingly long shoreline. Maryland is said to be the most affluent state in the nation due to the high income per capita. But those figures must be old—it does not feel like money; it feels like county and city mixed with crab and beer. We welcome you all to our world.


  In 1607 and 1608 Captain John Smith traveled Virginia and Maryland, and his maps are recognized as one of the first detailed descriptions of Maryland’s shores and Native American tribe locations. He traveled up the Potomac River to the Anacostia River and up and down the Chesapeake Bay exploring the eastern shore and up into the Susquehanna River.


  The original Maryland colony was located on St. Clements Island, but the seat of the colonial government later moved to the location of St. Mary’s City. In 1695 the capital was moved to Annapolis where it still resides. St Mary’s is now a walking museum adjacent to St. Mary’s College of Maryland.


  Maryland was one of the nation’s original thirteen colonies and was proud to be the seventh state to ratify the US Constitution. For a brief time Annapolis was the nation’s capital city and the place where on December 23, 1783, George Washington set an important precedent by resigning as commander-in-chief to run for election as a civilian for the president of the United States.


  In 1791 both Maryland and Virginia gave up territorial land to create a separate area for a national capital, the District of Columbia. Virginia’s portion was returned to the state. Like siblings, the two states have been fighting ever since about anything that provokes a disagreement—politics, boundaries, fishing rights, and baseball teams. Though generally they do both support Washington, DC’s NFL team.


  [image: A Washington, DC weekend, paddling the Potomac (paddle 48)]


  In 1814 Francis Scott Key wrote the words to “The Star-Spangled Banner” during the British bombardment of Fort McHenry. The British invasion of Maryland is still the largest US invasion by a foreign country. The British officers were picked off by sniper shooters, and the whole army retreated to their ships and tried attacking New Orleans instead.


  Maryland Today


  The state of Maryland is divided into twenty-four sections: twenty-three counties and Baltimore city. Each county has its own local government and ideas on how to run its own shoreline. In the last few years we have seen counties cooperate with the Maryland Department of Natural Resources and the National Park Service to share costs and responsibilities for boating access.


  The state can also be subdivided into geographical regions. The counties farthest to the west along the Mason-Dixon Line with Pennsylvania and Virginia compose our Northern region. The Central region includes the most populous counties. The final two are the Southern and Eastern Shore regions.


  Some of the best Maryland kayaking is done in our major reservoirs. We have five that are noteworthy. We have tried to show off some of the well-known waterway sites but tried to concentrate on areas other adventure books have not covered. Our Chesapeake Bay has always been a magnet for writers but for weekend recreational boaters the open water is sometimes just a bit too rough. Due to the Chesapeake Bay and the many estuaries and rivers along our western and eastern shores, Maryland has one of the longest waterfronts of any state. The Bay, as an estuary, produces more seafood—oysters, crabs, clams, finfish—than any comparable body of water in the United States. In 2009 President Barack Obama signed the Chesapeake Bay Restoration and Protection Executive Order that called on the federal government “to restore and protect the nation’s largest estuary and its watershed.”


  Leave No Trace


  If floaters are careful, rivers can be floated again and again without showing signs of use. Your attentiveness to caring for the river could prevent the need for permit systems that limit use. Floaters on overnight trips should be especially mindful of their activities. Here are a few suggestions.


  Plan Ahead and Prepare


  
    	Know and respect the regulations for the river you plan to visit.


    	Prepare for extreme weather conditions and emergencies.


    	Float in small groups to reduce social conflicts and impacts.


    	Plan river trips that are compatible with the skill level of everyone in the group.

  


  Camp on Durable Surfaces


  
    	Durable surfaces include designated campsites, rock, gravel, and dry grasses.


    	Concentrate use on existing campsites; avoid places where impacts are just beginning.


    	Water-saturated soil and wet vegetation are particularly vulnerable to impact from recreational users.

  


  Dispose of Waste Properly


  
    	Littering degrades Maryland’s rivers. Police your campsite before leaving, and pack out all litter.


    	Deposit solid human waste in a “cat hole” 6 to 8 inches deep at least 200 feet from water sources, campsites, and trails. Fill in and disguise the cat hole when finished.


    	Strain and scatter dish washing and cooking water.

  


  Leave What You Find


  
    	Preserve the past: Examine but do not touch or remove archaeological, historical, or paleontological resources.


    	Leave rocks and plants and other natural objects as you find them.


    	Avoid introducing or transporting nonnative species.


    	Do not build structures or furniture or dig trenches around campsites.

  


  Minimize Campfire Impacts


  
    	Campfires cause long-lasting impacts on our rivers. Consider using a portable stove for cooking and a lantern for light.


    	If you must have a campfire, contain all fires in established rock fire rings, metal fire grates, or your own portable fire pan.


    	Do not construct new rock fire rings—they blacken rocks, sterilize the soil, and leave lasting impacts.


    	Collect only down and dead firewood that can be broken by hand, or pack in your own firewood.


    	Keep fires small, and burn all wood down to white ash. Ensure that fires are completely extinguished before leaving.

  


  Respect Wildlife


  
    	Observe wildlife from a distance. Do not follow or intentionally approach them.


    	Feeding wildlife is harmful to their health, alters natural behavior, and exposes them to predators and other dangers. It is also unsafe and unlawful.


    	Protect wildlife and your food by securing rations and trash properly. For more information visit the Leave No Trace website at LNT.org.

  


  What to Bring


  Remember the key word is “adventure.” I plan to take you where you haven’t been before, so bear with me if this list sounds like it would fill two suitcases for an overnighter at a friend’s house. And also, guys and girls have different ideas as to what is important to pack. After thirty years of marriage, you can call me on that; till then check with the lady in the group to see what you need to pack, if she is going. Women are usually right about these things. These are suggestions we use all the time:


  
    	Sunglasses: The reflection off the water can make your eyes sting even on cloudy days.


    	Chapstick and sunscreen: There’s a lot of wind on the water, and your lips will get dry. All day on the boat, even with clouds, will burn your face, arms, legs, and feet. Please, “take care of you” as the Southern saying goes.


    	Hat or bandanna: On cloudy or sunny days, the sun’s rays can give you a headache. Sports caps are only second best, as a good gust of wind might make it fly. Your hat should have a chinstrap.


    	Whistle (or better yet, a loud child’s bike horn): In crowded harbors full of big-ego boy toys, kayaks are almost invisible. Play it safe by using a horn or whistle, plus folks will wave back at the bike horn and smile. Sound travels on open water, and in an emergency folks will help if you can get their attention.

  


  [image: A fall paddle on College Creek near the Annapolis capitol (paddle 3)]


  
    	Sponge: Even the best paddlers get a bit of water inside the boat now and again when the wind stirs and blows it off the paddle. Also, launching off muddy shorelines does not mean sitting in dirt the whole day.


    	Water shoes: If you get out of the boat along an unknown shoreline, you might encounter mudflats, broken glass, prickly pine nuts, sea barnacles, slippery-slimy cement ramps, and other hazards. Need more reasons?


    	Rope: A 6-foot pier tie-up and a 25-foot tug line with clamps (to pull you off boulders or mudflats) is recommended for some Eastern Shore adventures. When the tide starts running low, paddle faster and stay to the middle.


    	Cable and padlock: When life is good, and the situation says let’s walk around town, play it safe and lock it up. When life is an emergency, and you need the first restroom you can paddle to on the shoreline, lock it up.


    	Map: Photocopy a page out of an ADC book, or blow up a folding map section in the area you are going. Have something written down and put it in a ziplock baggie. A GPS is a wonderful gadget, but it works off a battery and shuts itself down just when you need it.


    	Camera: Take even a cheap one for the fun of it. Most of my adventures are camera time! It could be cute ducks or geese, monuments to brag about, that shot of a view that makes you smile forever, or just your friend that you made a little happier.

  


  
    MARYLAND FISHING


    The Maryland Department of Natural Resources (DNR) is justifiably proud of its website that’s fully stocked with current, accurate, and instructive information.


    The website includes information on fish found in Maryland waters, where they grow, what they eat, and what season you will be most likely to catch them!


    Check out the Chesapeake and Coastal Bay Life interactive encyclopedia (www.dnr.maryland.gov/bay/cblife/) and the Maryland Department of Fisheries’ Fish Facts interactive format (http://dnr2.maryland.gov/Fisheries/Pages/fishfacts-index.aspx), which presents a file for each fish image touched and reads like an uncle or old fishing pal, patiently explaining each fish as though it were a personal friend.

  


  
    	Waterproof bag: They come in different sizes, but all fold over and snap shut. This is a highly recommended tool for clothes and valuables. It floats even if you do not. (For boaters not ready to buy an excellent waterproof bag, at least bring small and large food baggies that seal tight.)


    	Multiuse tool: Bikers have one, anglers have one, the Swiss Army had one, so too should kayakers. I have a tool with pliers, a knife, a pick, and a mini saw. Never thought I’d ever use it—till a support rope on my kayak chair broke.


    	Spring float: This ingenious swimming gadget has a spring coil inside that shoots out when unfolded into a blow-up that is a flat or sitting upright flotation device. The blow up is a skinny ring that supports a cool mesh. What makes this great for kayaking is in the summer when you’d like to take a dip but are unsure of the water’s bottom and swimming is not planned, this device will allow you to float in water of only a few inches deep and cool your whole backside. Lots of models and shapes. Folds flat again for storage. (Holds fully grown men and women if you follow my drift.)


    	Rain poncho: Buy a cheap full-length plastic poncho for late afternoon rain showers. In this area if the weatherman says cloudy with chance of rain—it might not actually rain till nightfall, or it might downpour for 10 to 15 minutes right after lunch and then the sun will come out. Weekends are precious—how much fun can you afford to lose?


    	Rubber boots and fleece socks: In the summer you go barefooting; in the spring and fall you wear sandals that can get wet or boat shoes that can be dipped in the water to wash off the mud. But in the colder months, we suggest wearing heavy rubber boots while launching in freezing water, then removing the boots and putting on thick fleece socks once you’re in the boat. Fleece will keep you warm the entire day and are water resistant, unlike wool or cotton.


    	Personal Flotation Device: The Coast Guard does not just recommend it—they require one per person in all boats. The penalty may not just be a warning, but an expensive ticket. However, there are approved PFDs other than the bulky life jackets. Look at angler catalogs and see the skinny over the neck to the waist type, or get real lucky and find the belt type that uses a CO2 cartridge that blows up with a tug of a tiny handle. These cost a bit more, but you will feel cool and forget it’s there most of the time.


    	Napkins or toilet paper: Most women are smarter than men in knowing not to drink coffee and tea (or especially beer) before getting into a tiny boat for the day. But just in case Mother Nature calls, having a baggie of dinner napkins or a handful of toilet paper is always a great idea. Port-a-potties are random and not always well serviced, but trees are everywhere.


    	Spare paddles and cords: In the last couple of years, we have noticed more boaters carrying two sets of paddles. Sometimes the extra is strapped in the front or rear with bungee cords, or tucked away under the bow. The excuse is always the same—it’s just a good precaution, especially if you go paddling alone. We bought a cord that Velcro’s midway around the paddle handle and attaches to the inside of the boat. It drives you crazy the first day, and then you forget it. You will be glad it’s there if you “almost” lose your paddle in the mud or it’s being dropped in the water while fidgeting around.


    	Wind/rain jacket: The day is sunny, there is a slight breeze, and the water is calm. By two to three o’clock in the afternoon, the wind picks up and the water becomes choppy. That cotton shirt you’re wearing that says “Paddle faster I hear banjos” becomes a little thin. The afternoon breeze is always there year-round. Roll out the jacket and smile. A rain jacket is waterproof and is a better year-round piece of standard equipment.


    	Pants: It’s hard to imagine wearing anything but a swimsuit while paddling in the heat, especially if you are out for just a couple of hours. But long-distance boaters most likely will be paddling back home in the evening. When the sun sets, it can get cool. Convertible pants that zip at the knee are an excellent idea. In the cooler months try pant shells—waterproof or water-resistant pants that shed the drips of water from paddling. Look at rain gear pants or snow ski shells and order a size smaller.


    	Gloves: In the cooler months, by the second hour of paddling your fingers might get a little blue. We found Fagan type gloves (cutting the top fingers off the gloves at the knuckles) will give you a much better grip while holding the paddle.


    	Towels: My beautiful wife and kayak companion is only 5 feet tall. I tease her about needing to sit on phone books at the dinner table and receive well-earned shin kicks. But with sit-in kayaks, her height did cause a paddling problem—she didn’t get good deep strokes and got wet with paddle drippings. So we bought beach towels that match her kayak to use as comfort cushions on the molded plastic chair. I liked them also for the comfort till I bought an upgraded fishing kayak with an overstuffed pullout chair. Towels don’t work so well on these. We also recommend hand towels for sweat and wiping off suntan lotion from the hands, for a better paddle grip.

  


  [image: Francis Scott Key Bridge over Baltimore’s Patapsco River (paddle 6)]


  
    	Baking Powder: Most books advocate taking a first-aid kit. Got a broken nail or a popped blister? You know enough to bring a spare bandage. The first aid I want you to bring is a homemade remedy for summertime jellyfish stings. We call them sea nettles, and their long tentacles have chemicals that when brushed on skin leaves bright red welts and hurts like the dickens. Baking powder relieves the pain slowly but surely. The welts go away, but the lash marks on your pride last for a few hours. It’s ok to scream and bite your tongue and kick something hard—the pain is more inside your head than your arm or leg. Yes, you can keep on paddling.

  


  Food to Bring


  
    	Lunch: Kayaking should be a fun and enjoyable experience. We have often brought sandwiches, fresh fruit, a thermos of hot soup, salads, applesauce, and what not, just to break up the day with a rest stop. A 15-minute break will give you mucho grande energy later on!


    	Water bottles: During the winter months one bottle per person is just right, but during Maryland’s warmer months and on longer paddles, we go through several bottles each. Plain water can get to be a bore after a while. If you pack ice cubes in smaller bags, the cool melted water tastes even better! Try the water flavoring that comes in small squirt bottles; they’re usually sugar free and just a squirt is concentrated enough to do the trick. We highly recommend plastic cups instead of the bottle on the dashboard. Most recreational kayaks have molded plastic holes for drinks that are usually too large for bottles but just right for plastic coffee containers or foam rubber zipups.

  


  [image:  The Tilghman Island country Store is called the “heartbeat” of Tilghman Island; visit (paddle 40) and you’ll see why!]


  
    	Electrolytes: Highly recommended. This natural energy-producing powder or candy chew is used by athletes worldwide and will give your muscles the energy you need for that last hour of paddling.


    	Munchies: The days we actually get on the water, we throw our normal meal schedules out the window. On really disorganized days we grab whatever leftovers are easy to warm up and go to a fast-food stop for burgers or sandwiches to put in the lunch cooler for later. As a fully grown adult, my internal clock says that I am still hungry. Now is the time for trail mix or cut veggies/fruit for healthy pre-lunch snacking.


    	Tea time: Late in the afternoon we love to see the sunset glow on the water. Whether on the water or after the boats are put away, hot tea and peanut butter or cheese crackers are mighty welcome. Atkins for diabetics makes low-sugar snack bars, and granola bars are always good pick-me-ups.


    	Frozen fruit baggies: For long paddles in the warm summer months, pack mixed frozen fruit in baggies and use them for ice packs in the cooler. This is a wonderful healthy-ish hit of natural sugar that is a cool treat.


    	Duck food: We began with old cereal, then added bread pieces—just scraps but what a lot of fun to throw handfuls of food onto the water where birds swim almost right up to the boats.

  


  How to Customize Your Kayak


  
    	Pull-up straps: Being a full-grown adult, I found getting up and down in my seat in the kayak not a graceful exercise. I found two 24-inch straps that were each glued in a circle and then I drilled two holes on both sides of my kayak dashboard area. I merely slid the strap through the hole and into itself on each side. I was able to pull myself up easily. When I did it at a beach full of folks, I felt like a commercial for EF Hutton. Everyone got real quiet, then they all gathered round and asked to try it out. Easy peasy.


    	Front pouch: Now that the holes were drilled, I installed a front pouch for knickknack storage. The best pouch has been a cheap trash bag meant for cars. The straps can get tied in the back and the Velcro holds it firmly. The vinyl only lasts for a couple of years with heavy wear and tear, but for ten bucks it’s a great idea.


    	Doormats: In the summer one of the best feel-good things is bare feet against the dry plastic floor of a kayak cooled by creek water. But during the cooler months, a rubber doormat is more comfortable and gives good insulation. Doormats come in many sizes and I found a slightly larger size for my fishing kayak.


    	Old-fashioned GPS: Photocopy part of a map and fold it into a square or rectangle. Find a clear, stiff plastic envelope to put the map in. At a hardware store I found a “tile pick-up tool,” a $5 plastic suction cup device that is perfect for the next step. The handles move back and forth to create the suction. Unfortunately the suction does not work well on kayak plastic, but the handles can be held together with rubber bands, creating an upright stand to hold the map envelope. The whole contraption can be duct taped in front of you on the dashboard or forward area. This homemade gadget will allow you to paddle and read the map at the same time.


    	Back padding for kayak seats: Most kayak seats are molded plastic with just a hint of foam rubber. Some seats have strings that push seats forward for better support, but sore butts and stiff backs are the norm for long-distance paddlers. The solution is to buy a Granny Back Supporter made for cars. These are usually black, about 24 inches high, with stiff metal supports and mesh inside. Then look for a simple inch-thick stadium foam rubber mat. Lastly look for a stadium foam cushion mat to sit on. The Granny mesh fits upside down with the new inch-thick form rubber mat inserted inside. I found a few 18-inch plastic tie-ups poked through holes made by a screwdriver could be matched up with the original molded plastic chair. Fasten the tie-ups tightly and balance the brace. You’ll enjoy a firm comfort level that will give your back muscles surprising energy. You are welcome.

  


  [image: The Hyatt Regency Hotel in Cambridge, Maryland, has a water view (paddle 20)]
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  Annapolis


  A T-shirt in a tourist novelty store on Main Street captured the true feeling that underlies the city of Annapolis for those who live in and near the Maryland state capital:


  “Annapolis—a little drinking town that has a sailboat problem.”


  The nickname “Naptown” is still trying to find a permanent footing, but it does not always fit because Annapolis is not a sleepy little town and things are always in motion year-round. Besides the hustle and bustle of lively tourism shops and scores of first-class restaurants, there are year-round museums that show off the inside of colonial homes and walking tours that tell of our country’s birth and how this city played more than its part. There are festivals on the downtown docks for art shows, the world-famous powerboat and sailboat shows, and lots of community events. The Maryland State Capital is downtown, and there are numerous taverns and bars with live entertainment year-round. Two colleges: St Johns and the US Naval Academy both have proud and extensive campuses downtown, and both have waterfront boating access for students. Apart from its colonial history and day-to-day politics of running the state, Annapolis is defined by its whole-hearted embrace of pleasure boating of every type and boat size. Due to the constant breeze the Chesapeake Bay produces, sailboating seems to claim the main attention, with sailing schools for children of all ages as part of their educational curriculum. Annapolis also has four creeks where boats from all over the world come to dock and moor.


  [image: Annapolis is a kayak friendly town. Visitors are always welcome (paddle 1).]


  
    1 Spa Creek


    

    For speed demons it is a 2-hour round-trip from Truxtun Heights Park to the harbor at the mouth of the creek. Instead, leisurely explore the coves and paddle the shoreline watching folks and waving, paddle up Ego Alley where the big-boy toys show off to tourists (a good place to have a whistle or a bike horn to help warn the yachts who are not looking down), and paddle the harbor.


    

    County: Anne Arundel County


    Suggested launch sites: Truxtun Heights Park


    Suggested takeout sites: Prince George Street, and Ego Alley in Inner Harbor for visiting tie-ups


    Length and float time: 2 miles round-trip; 2 hours (1 mile per hour slow paddle), or all day if you get out to visit


    Difficulty: Easy


    Current: Mild to none


    Season: Year-round


    Fishing: Spa Creek anglers might find bullhead, brown trout, brook trout, largemouth bass, bluegill, smallmouth bass


    Fees or permits: Usually none; recent signs at Truxtun Park ramp ask for honor use fee for “all boats using ramp”; use Truxtun Park beach if the minor fee is a problem


    Nearest city/town: Annapolis


    Boats used: Recreational boats and paddleboards


    Organizations: None


    Contacts: Annapolis City Parks and Recreation—Annapolis Harbormaster


    Rest areas: Multiple up and down the creek at low-floating piers.


    Restaurant pullouts: Bring a wire and lock for harbor visiting

  


  Put-In/Takeout Information


  Truxtun Heights Public Ramp (Kayak Annapolis, at ramp, rents kayaks, canoes, paddleboards, and does tours), Primrose Road, Annapolis; (443) 949-0773 or (800) 979-3370; GPS N38 58.109' / W076 29.912'


  Annapolis Canoe and Kayak (dinghy dock launch) rents and sells kayaks, canoes, and paddleboards and supplies, 311 Third St., Annapolis; (410) 263-2303


  Amos Garrett Park, Amos Garrett Blvd. & Spa View Ave., Annapolis, MD; GPS N38 58.223' /W076 30.0580'


  1st Street, Annapolis MD; GPS N38 58.503' / W076 28.8360'


  3rd Street, 311 3rd Street, Annapolis MD; GPS N38 58.384' / W076 28.927'


  5th Street, Annapolis MD; GPS N38 58.300' / W076 29.060'


  Charles Street Park, Charles Street, Annapolis MD; GPS N38 58.511' / W076 29.612'


  Lafayette Park, 199 Lafayette Ave., Annapolis MD; GPS N38 58.380' /W076 29.9790'


  Prince George Street Park, Prince George Street, Annapolis MD; GPS N38 58.621' / W076 29.056'


  [image: Truxton Kayak Rentals is a fun place to start, bring your own or rent. Let the smiles begin!]


  Overview


  Spa Creek is the largest and perhaps the most colorful of the local waterways, not just because of the variety of old and new homes, or the types of boats moored, or the band music from the Naval Academy stadium during football games, or the tourists waving from water taxies and touring boats, but because of the number of kayaks stored along the creek banks like multicolored fall leaves on display year-round. The city even has a colonial law that states that any public street ending at the waterfront must be accessible for public use. That translates into an awful lot of public bulkheads with ladders and more than enough public shoreline launch areas, as well as a couple of public parks with boat ramps. This is in addition to all the private clubs and marinas that service the yachting crowd. Little Zodiacs are the busiest boat tenders and tend to hog the best places to tie up while tourists are visiting, but that is part of waterway life too.


  The Paddle


  The Truxtun Heights Park at the head of the creek has multilane public cement boat ramps and a small beach to put-in and takeout car-top boats when the ramps are packed. A boat rental company that takes folks on tours up and down the creek recently put up a shack and now offers kayaks and paddleboards year-round in the ramp area. Sights to look for along the way:


  [image: image]


  Charles Street Park—Pose for pictures with larger than life goose statues. This quiet residential area is close enough to walk to and from downtown.


  Lafayette Park has steps to and from a grassy knoll and benches to the shoreline. The small pier is nice to hold onto for a rest. At times of high tide or flooding the little pier can disappear under the water!


  5th Street ends at the waterfront with only inches between the pavement and the water. This is a great place for a temporary takeout and lockup while picnicking at the nearby elementary school playground.


  3rd Street, where Annapolis Canoe and Kayak stores and launches its boats. The store is half a block up the street. Also look for the pirate ship docked here! Kids and adults can sail out for birthday tours of the creek complete with eye patches and pirate songs.


  1st Street, directly across from the downtown harbor. A quiet shoreline pull-up for a rest and great vistas of the harbor and the Naval Academy.


  Prince George Street Park—situated at the back door to the Naval Academy and within walking distance of the Harbor Masters office (with 24-hour year-round toilets) and downtown stores.


  A dinghy dock is provided but Zodiacs are pushy. Recommend wire and a padlock for tie-up.


  Annapolis Downtown Dinghy Dock—the head of Ego Alley can also be used to tie up. Look at Alex Haley Statue (a popular tourist attraction) and head to Storm Brothers for one-of-a-kind ice cream flavors.


  In fact it might take the weekend recreational paddler almost four hours or more just to paddle and if you lock the boat up with a wire and padlock and take a shore stroll around town or stop for a picnic, it might turn into a delightful holiday. Watch the clock and remember to figure for wind and tide changes on your paddle back.


  
    2 Back Creek


    

    A quiet and short afternoon paddle that is colorful and safe for all types of car-top boating.


    

    County: Anne Arundel County


    Suggested launch site: Ellen O. Moyer Park


    Suggested takeout site: Same


    Length and float time: 2 miles (add 2 miles to complete loop to Annapolis Harbor); 2 hours (4 if you do the loop)


    Difficulty: Easy


    Current: Mild to none


    Fishing: Anglers might find striped bass, white perch, black sea bass


    Season: Year-round


    Fees or permits: None


    Nearest city/town: Annapolis-Eastport


    Boats used: Recreational boats and paddleboards


    Organizations: None


    Contact: Annapolis City Parks and Recreation


    Rest areas: Multiple


    Restaurant pullouts: Multiple

  


  Put-In/Takeout Information


  Ellen O. Moyer Park, 7322 Edgewood Rd., Annapolis MD 21403; GPS N38 57.632' / W076 28.821'


  Davis Park, 4th Street and 403 Chester Ave., Annapolis MD; GPS N38 58.137' / W076 28.795'


  Annapolis Maritime Museum, 723 2nd Street, Annapolis MD; GPS N38 58.141' / W076 28.574'


  Horn Point Dog/Kayak Park, 1 Chesapeake Landing, Annapolis MD; GPS N38 58.382' / W076 28.611'


  Severn Ave., Annapolis MD; GPS N38 58.455' W076 28.689'


  Overview


  Back Creek is the second-largest creek, in Annapolis. With large marinas located cheek to jowl up and down the waterway. Here and there are private homes and condo buildings that have their own dockage. Some owners have as much money invested in their yachts as they do in their homesteads.


  Ellen O. Moyer Park has a plastic public ramp for car-top boat launching. The park and pier are a favorite with the Zodiac crowd, as the local shopping center is only a 30-minute walk away. There are a handful of parking spaces, and boat portage is about 15 yards. Use a length of cord to assist with launching. The plastic ramp is slippery, and your boat will get away from you. The brainiest idea we heard recently was to rappel the ramp—don’t tie the cord to the front of the boat but loop it around a pier piling and slowly let the cord out while sitting in the boat, letting the boat slide down in a coordinated manner. Sounds crazy on paper but wait till you find the loaded boat in the water waiting for you while you are still at the top. A slick plastic ramp—what a goof!


  [image: Parking at the Maritime Museum is tight, but paddling is great. Bring the camera!]


  The Paddle


  From top to bottom and back again, the slow paddle circumference of the creek takes about 2 hours.


  The Mears Marina has a dinghy dock and an outside bar available during the summer season (open for nonmembers too). This marina caters to members like a fancy social country club, and their reputation is well deserved.


  Davis Park is at 4th Street and offers benches, a small utility pier, and sometimes a little beach at low tide. Directly across from the park is a neighborhood bar and grill open year-round.


  The Annapolis Maritime Museum is at the creek’s mouth. This is a city park with a sandy shoreline launch area. It also has an interesting hands-on museum for kids and adults alike, with information about oysters. The building also rents out for catering events on a regular basis. Local boys like to crab from the docks but catching anything is a different story—so a bored girlfriend told us. It’s a great place to have lunch, and public bathrooms are available. This is a put-in and takeout location.


  Option


  For speed demons wanting more paddling, we offer a caution that Chesapeake Bay open waters are rough and choppy during the prime summer season. Hug the coastline and paddle north around the Eastport Peninsula, heading to the Annapolis Harbor. Look for the Severn Avenue end of the road access; the Severn Sailing Association marina has a long dinghy dock in the rear for non-sailboat folks. As you enter the harbor and Spa Creek, on the left is 1st Street, a good place to pull up and enjoy the harbor vistas without being in the main channel. Eastport is a fine place to walk around and to enjoy Annapolis. Lots of first-rate restaurants are only a few blocks away along Severn Avenue. Want to see the downtown? Paddle across Spa Creek and harbor (use a whistle or bike horn) and make for the back door area of the Naval Academy. There is a long and easy tie-up dinghy dock off Prince George Street if the Zodiacs don’t hog it all. It’s an easy walk to the harbormaster’s office with public restrooms and to the stores along Main Street. Watch the clock and remember to figure for wind and tide changes on your paddle back.


  [image: image]


  
    3 College Creek


    

    The mouth of the creek is at the confluence with the Severn River. Sometimes the river at this location is as calm and flat as a mirror, with only a minor ripple from a breeze. But those moments are rare. During prime-time use, motorboats and yachts churn up the water with wakes that range from a constant chop to 2-foot swells with little whitecaps when the big-boy toys go zooming by at full speed.


    

    County: Anne Arundel County


    Suggested launch sites:


    Annapolis Harbor at Prince George Street


    Jonas Green Park or Severn Inn (shoreline launches)


    Weems Creek at Tucker Street launch


    Naval Academy (with DOD car permit)


    College Creek Park (with caution due to low tides)


    Suggested takeout sites: Same


    Length and float time:


    Annapolis Harbor to College Creek mouth—20 to 30 minutes


    Jonas Creek to College Creek mouth—20 to 30 minutes


    Weems Creek to College Creek mouth—45 minutes


    Naval Academy car-top boat beach along cement banks—10 minutes


    College Creek mouth to College Creek Park—60 minutes one-way


    Difficulty: Easy, as creek is protected, but the river can be choppy with traffic swells.


    Current: Mild to none in the creek


    Season: Spring flooding is best, but year-round is fine


    Fees or permits: None


    Nearest city/town: Annapolis


    Boats used: Recreational boats and paddleboards


    Organizations: None


    Contact: Annapolis City Parks and Recreation


    Rest areas: Multiple, with pier and ramp at St. Johns College as prime


    Restaurant pullouts: Severn River Inn

  


  Put-In/Takeout Information


  College Creek Park, 2 Rideout St., Annapolis MD; GPS N38 58.815' / W076 30.092'


  Jonas Green Park, 1990 Governor Ritchie Highway, Annapolis MD; GPS N38 59.718' / W076 29.103' (Paddle or Peddle rents kayaks, canoes, and paddleboards, 410-222-6141.)


  Severn River Inn, 1993 Baltimore Annapolis Blvd., Annapolis MD; (410) 349-4000; GPS N38 59.678' / W076 28.922'


  Tucker Street Public Ramp, 498 Tucker St., Annapolis MD; GPS N38 59.572' / W076 30.294'


  US Naval Academy (shoreline launch with DOD car permit), Ramsey Road, Annapolis MD; GPS N38 59.460' / W076 29.436'


  [image: St.]ohns College�s visitor access from College Creek]


  Overview


  The creek can be accessed with a 20- to 30-minute paddle from the Annapolis Harbor, around the Naval Academy campus’s waterfront banks and toward the south. The creek entrance goes through the Academy grounds for a bit. Caution: The cement banks along the shoreline of the Naval Academy act as a backwash and throw the waves and wakes back at boats traveling its length. On the bright side, the creek waterway is always protected inside and well worth the time and effort to travel across the Severn River—just do it with care.


  The creek’s mouth is also a 20- to 30-minute paddle across the river from Jonas Green Park. A bit longer and more exposed is the 45-minute paddle from Weems Creek and the Tucker Street public launch ramp.


  The easiest access to the creek’s mouth is if you have a military Department of Defense (DOD) sticker on your car, then you can drive onto the campus through the south gate, unload at a small area on the creek at the edge of the soccer field, and park nearby; or drive near the satellite dish on the shoreline area, unload directly onto the sandy beach, and paddle for 10 minutes along the cement banks.


  There is public access to the creek without all the work of paddling the Severn River, at the headwaters, but here is the biggest caution: The regular tidal waters leave the College Creek Park launch in mudflats during low tide. Much of the creek has a white sandy bottom with clear water viewing to about 2 feet deep. The mud at the public launch is black (your foot will sink a foot or two when stepping into it). What is needed is a 20-foot-long pier extension over the mudflats to the deeper waterway.


  [image: image]


  The Paddle


  The creek is aptly named since it passes by two famous colleges in Annapolis—the US Naval Academy and St. Johns College. Both have rowing teams with boat shells stored in their own private campus boathouse areas. Although from top to bottom and back again, the paddle is only 2 hours long, the scenic vistas, especially in the fall, can be breathtaking. When we paddled this, we heard a Navy football game being cheered with a band playing in a nearby stadium, and beautiful bells chiming from a waterfront church on the creek. If you are lucky, you can catch the rowing teams practicing up and down the creek and into calmer Severn River waters.


  St. Johns College has a small boat ramp next to a utility pier and a few park benches to eat lunch on. Secure your boat, then explore the immaculate grassy campus and view the few historical monuments as a pleasant diversion. The waterfront Severn River Inn restaurant adjacent to Jonas Green Park is good for an upscale lunch, dinner, or evening glass of wine. The restaurant’s view of the Naval Academy, the water traffic, and the fact they have their own sandy shoreline make this a great rest stop. The creek itself as a paddling adventure may not be long enough for a full day, but it would be a great part of any paddling loop of the area. Watch the clock and remember to figure for wind and tide changes on your paddle back.


  
    4 Weems Creek–Severn River


    

    This adventure takes boaters from a small Annapolis creek to the Severn River. A kayak-friendly marina is the turnaround waypoint, and a longer one-way adventure to the end of the river is offered.


    

    County: Anne Arundel County


    Suggested launch sites:


    Tucker Street Public Ramp


    Smith’s Marina


    Severna Park Yacht Basin


    Indian Landing Marina


    Suggested takeout sites: Same


    Length and float time: 1.5 miles per hour (medium paddle)


    Weems Creek—2.5-mile loop


    Weems Creek to Smith’s Marina—5 miles


    Smith’s Marina to Severna Park Yacht Basin—3 miles


    Severna Park Yacht Basin to Sandy Island—1.5 miles


    Sandy Island to Indian Landing Marina—0.5 mile


    Difficulty: Creek is protected; Severn River can be calm to rough and choppy


    Current: Mild to medium pull in the river


    Fishing: Anglers might find spot and white perch


    Season: Accessible year-round; off-season water can be calmer


    Fees or permits: Smith’s Marina charges a fee for ramp use as put-in or takeout


    Nearest city/town: Annapolis


    Boats used: Sea kayaks and recreational boats; paddleboards not recommended


    Organizations: None


    Contact: Annapolis City Parks and Recreation


    Rest areas: Multiple beach areas throughout loop


    Restaurant pullouts: None

  


  Put-In/Takeout Information


  Tucker Street Public Ramp, Weems Creek, 498 Tucker St., Annapolis, MD; GPS: N38 59.572' / W076 30.294'


  Smith’s Marina (Severn River/Round Bay), 529 Ridgely Rd., Crownsville, MD; (410) 923-3444; GPS: N39 02.565' / W076 34.539'


  Severna Park Yacht Basin (Severn River/The Narrows), Absolute Marine Services, 454 Severn Rd., Severna Park MD; (410) 647-4450; GPS N39 04.450' / W076 34.567'


  Indian Landing Marina (Severn River/headwaters), 942 Indian Landing Rd., Millersville MD; (410) 923-6565; GPS: N39 04.629' / W076 36.764'


  Overview


  Weems Creek is a nice little protected creek that harbors lots of anchored sailboats on the outskirts of Annapolis City. The ramp off Tucker Street is made of rubber mat with holes into which gravel has been poured. This is just fine for small boats on small trailers, but there are always motorboat fans that push the capacity and end up tearing and scraping the ramp as their trucks try to find footing and leverage to pull the heavy boats out. (A few contrite faces, but not enough for them to not try it again another day.) The city tries to soothe the few homeowners who live on the tiny cul-de-sac by saying the ramp can only be used by “Annapolis city residents” and fines are issued for boat trailers parked on any residential road without proper parking stickers. The majority of consistent ramp users are visitors who park their Zodiacs from their anchored sailboats on the beach during their stay. Lots of kayakers find the launch site, and there are always fishing boats that can’t imagine why anyone would think the ramp wasn’t built for them. This is a drop and launch location. Parking is found at the top of the hill next to
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  About the Author


  Jeff Lowman was born in Washington, DC, and has kayaked extensively throughout the region. He earned a bachelor’s of science from Pennsylvania State University and a master’s degree in education from Loyola College in Baltimore. He currently lives in Annapolis, Maryland, with his kayak-companion wife.
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Truxton Kayak Rentals is a fun place to start, bring your own or rent. Let the smiles begin!
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Annapolis is a kayak friendly town. Visitors are always welcome (paddle 1).
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A Washington, DC weekend, paddling the Potomac (paddle 48)
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St.Johns College’ visitor access from College Creek
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Frandis Scott Key Bridge over Baltimore’s Patapsco River (padale 6)
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A fall paddle on College Creek near the Annapolis capitol (paddle 3)
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Parking at the Maritime Museum is tight, but paddling is great. Bring the camera!
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Scenic view of Severn River Bridge
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