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“THEY SAY THE GREATEST sacrifice is when you sacrifice your own happiness for the sake of someone else’s. I hope that’s true...”

Azalea thinks her problems with her father’s murderer are behind her thanks to the power of persuasion her younger sister, Kya, wields. 
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Azalea makes the decision to sacrifice herself in order to save her people. Her council has no idea what she has planned. If they find out, they’ll try to stop her. When her deal with the devil goes terribly wrong, it’s up to Azalea’s long lost mother to save her. 
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THE HOUSE FELT FULL. I felt it the moment I opened my eyes. It was a strange feeling to know I had a sister. An actual sister. Never in a million years would I have expected to find I had a sister. It sucked Decker was her father—at least we were assuming he was her father. It made sense. 

My mother and Decker. It sent a shudder down my spine. To think he was trying to marry me or at least get me in his bed. He was a total piece of shit. Sleeping with my mom and then going after me. My poor father would be horrified. Part of me wondered if he knew about Decker and my mother. Was there an affair? Was it one time? Did he force himself on her or use his charms to get her to sleep with him?

I wasn’t sure we would ever know. I supposed it didn’t matter. It didn’t change anything. I had a sister. A little sister. I couldn’t wait to get to know her. I wanted to know if we shared anything in common. I threw off my blanket and moved to get out of bed. “Damn,” I muttered. 

I was still a little sore. I went into the bathroom and looked in the mirror. I ran my hands over my arms and sides. I was healed, but there was still some soreness from the fight yesterday. I washed my face before heading downstairs. 

It was still quiet. Kya was asleep on the couch, a blanket pulled up to her eyes. I took a moment to look at her while she slept. I did see my mom’s influence in her. It had been so long since I’d seen her I wasn’t sure what were real memories and what were fantasies. 

Hawk was in the kitchen, quietly cleaning up with fresh coffee already in the pot. “Good morning,” I said. 

“How are you feeling?”

“Good.”

“All the cuts and scratches healed?”

“Yes, just sore.”

“I’m glad you’re feeling better.”

“How are they all taking this?” I asked him as I poured myself a cup of coffee. 

“They’ll be fine.”

“How are you feeling?”

We sat down at the small table in the kitchen. “I’m fine with it, but I hope this doesn’t blow up in our faces,” he said.

“We’ll keep a close eye on things.”

“Do you have any hesitations?”

I shrugged. “A few, but she did save me, Hawk. She could have stayed away. Decker would have killed me. He was seconds away from taking my life when she came back.”

“I’m glad she was there, but I feel like I have to say it.”

I grinned, shaking my head. “Let me have it. I know it’s coming.”

“You shouldn’t have gone out there alone.”

“I know, but in my defense, I don’t think Decker would have attempted to kill me if you guys were with me. He would have waited again, and we would have been stuck in that limbo for who knows how long. I’m glad it’s over.”

“Me too. You got lucky.”

I smiled. “I got a sister.”

“Yes, you did.”

“I’m going to ask Nia to come over today. I’m not ready to go out just yet.”

He nodded. “You need to rest. It’s been a hell of a week.”

“I will. Will you make sure the rest of the pack knows I’m okay? If I need to make a public appearance to assure everyone I’m okay, I will. I kind of want to be selfish and hang out with my sister today.”

He laughed. “She has a name.”

“I know, but I like saying I have a sister. It’s crazy. So few of our kind get to have siblings. I love that I am one of the lucky ones that has one. I never thought it was possible.”

He reached out and touched my shoulder. “I’m happy for you. I’ll tell the guys to give you some space today. Let you have some girl time.”

“Thank you. I appreciate that.”

It was a couple of hours later when Nia showed up. Kya was in the shower when she arrived, giving me a chance to get Nia caught up on everything. We were in the backyard, enjoying the peaceful afternoon under the shade of my favorite maple tree. Berrion had made us iced tea and sandwiches. 

“They are really spoiling you,” she said when he walked away. 

I grinned. “Just for today. They want me to stay close to home. I want to stay close to home.”

“I can’t believe you almost died yesterday. We are really going to have to put a bell on you.”

“I’m glad it’s over.”

Kya came out of the house. She looked nervous. I patted the chair next to mine. “Sit,” I told her. 

“I don’t want to intrude. Hawk said you were looking for me.”

“You are not intruding. I wanted you to hang out with us.”

“You do?” she asked with surprise. 

“Yes, I do. Have a seat. Let’s have some girl talk.”

She sat down, looking uncomfortable with the situation. “Thank you for keeping my friend alive,” Nia said. “I knew there was something about you I liked.”

Kya smiled. “Thanks.”

“So, Decker’s your dad,” Nia said. 

I gave her a look before turning back to Kya. “Sorry, I gave her a very quick recap of yesterday. We don’t know for certain he is her father, but it could very well be.”

“It would explain the connection I felt to him when I was inside his head,” Kya said. 

“Really?” I asked. “Like what?”

“I can’t explain it. It was just a connection. I really haven’t used my power all that much. When I got here, I started with Berrion, which I am still so sorry for. But when I used it on them, it was different. They weren’t easy to persuade. Decker’s mind felt different. It was like I knew exactly how to make him do what I wanted.”

“I wouldn’t tell the guys they were your guinea pigs,” I said with a small laugh. 

She grimaced, putting a hand over her face. “I’m so sorry. I’m still trying to figure out how to make it up to them.”

“I don’t think you need to try and make it up. Just show them you are trustworthy. Show them you are who you say you are. You have to earn their trust. That’s the way it is for any of us.”

“She’s right,” Nia said. “Trust is earned. And I don’t know the guys all that well, but I know Azalea. She’s persuasive. If she trusts you, she will make sure the rest of the guys do.”

“I will,” I said with a nod. 

“Thanks. I am going to do all I can not to let you down.”

I reached over and patted her knee. “I’m counting on it because if you do, I will not play nice.”

“Got it.”

I turned to Nia. “Now how’s your man?”

“My man?”

“Don’t be coy. You told me about the guy that caught your attention. Have you talked to him anymore?”

“No. Things have been kind of crazy after yesterday.”

“Let’s go find him,” I said. 

“No!”

“Chicken.”

“I’m not going to hunt him like a dog.”

“If the shoe fits,” Kya said. 

Nia and I both looked at her with surprise. She squeezed her eyes closed. “I’m sorry. It just came out.”

“Don’t be sorry,” I said with a laugh. “That was a good one. I didn’t know you had such a vicious sense of humor.”

“Me either.”

“When are you talking to the pack?” Nia asked. 

“Tomorrow. Today I just want to hang out with you guys. I don’t want to think about politics. I don’t know how to be Azalea the alpha. I just want to be a normal young woman hanging out at home after a rough few days.”

“I don’t think anyone is going to be upset that you took a few days for yourself. You certainly deserve it.”

“Thanks, Nia.”

“What do you guys normally do?” Kya asked. 

“As in?” Nia questioned. 

Kya shrugged. “Do you guys have jobs?”

Nia laughed. “I don’t. She’s alpha, so I think that’s her fulltime job now.”

“Should I get a job?” Kya asked. 

“We take care of ourselves here,” I explained. “Some of our pack members own businesses, others farm and do hobby work that they sell at fairs or even online. There are those that have jobs and work outside town.”

“But how do you pay for your houses and stuff?” she asked. 

I was patient with her questions. She’d never been part of a pack and didn’t understand how our pack and packs all around the world managed to live the way we did. “Our pack is old. Our houses are owned. We don’t have mortgages and stuff like that. The taxes are very low. Most of our families have been around for a long time and have inheritances that are passed down. We aren’t wealthy, but we are able to survive comfortably. We live off the land when possible.”

“Do you guys do a lot of hunting?”

Nia made a choking sound. “No. At least, not all of us do.”

“Nia is a very New Age wolf,” I said with a laugh. “She prefers her meat to come from the store.”

“No one bothers you out here?” she asked. 

“Like I said, our pack and other packs have been around for centuries. Many of our kind are in government offices. They are on the police force and hold other jobs that protect us. We have plenty of human friends as well. As long as we don’t make trouble, they leave us alone.”

She shook her head. “My mom said we were always being hunted. She made sure we moved all the time. We lived in some real dumps and tried to stay under the radar. She always worked odd jobs.”

“Did you go to school?” Nia asked. 

“Sometimes, but mostly I was homeschooled. My mom was always really paranoid. She was convinced we would be discovered.”

“You never met other wolves?” I asked her.

“I met a few, but my mom always told me to stay away. She said it was too dangerous to make friends, and we couldn’t trust anyone.”

“That had to be a really hard way to grow up,” Nia said. 

She smiled. “We were lone wolves. Alone but together.”

“You knew we were out here, didn’t you?” I asked. 

She looked guilty. “I did.”

“How?”

“Mom talked about my sister all the time. She told me about the pack she used to be a part of. I had to see it for myself. When I saw it, I wanted it. I’m sorry I was so awful. Jealousy made me crazy.”

“Mom talked about me?” I asked with surprise. 

She nodded. “Yes. She told me about this place and how much she loved it here.”

“Why did she leave?” Nia asked the obvious question. 

“I’m not really sure. I just know it wasn’t something she really wanted to do.”

“I remember the day she left,” I said in a soft voice. “She packed a bag and told me I couldn’t go. I watched her leave and then waited forever. When Dad came home, he was so sad to find she’d left.”

“Did he look for her?” Kya asked. 

I shrugged. “I’m not really sure. I don’t remember a lot. I was five at the time.”

“I’m sorry you had to grow up without a mother. She wasn’t the best mother ever, but she was good to me. She worked hard to keep me fed and warm.”

“I really want to talk to her,” I said. “I want to ask her why she left me.”

Kya and Nia both looked sorry for me. I didn’t want their pity. I just wanted to know why. Why did my mother leave me?

Sky, Hawk, and Berrion came into the backyard. They were all smiling and looking very relaxed with one another. It was a nice sight to see. Things were getting back to normal. 

“Can I get you ladies anything?” Berrion asked. 

“No, thank you,” I answered. 

The three of them walked to the garden, teasing each other about one thing after another. We all watched as they took care of a few weeds that threatened to overtake the new veggies that were sprouting. 

“They garden too,” Nia asked. “Damn, you are one very lucky woman.”

I was a lucky woman. “I know.”

Kya sighed. “You can’t blame me for being a little jealous. This is one hell of a thing you’ve got going on here.”

I giggled, nudging her arm. “You can be jealous, but that’s it. Envy from afar.”

“Honestly, it is way too much work to keep up with one of them. Five is a little much for me.”

“I agree,” Nia said. “When will you ever sleep?”

I felt myself blushing a little. “Stop. They are my council. They are here to keep me alive.”

“And very, very happy,” Nia said with a laugh.

Radolf and Ares walked out. They both looked my way and gave me very heated looks. I felt my arousal spark to life. It only took a look from one of them to get me going. I was very lucky, and I was never going to take it for granted. 
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I WENT TO BED EARLY. I felt defeated. My day had been going so well and then it didn’t. The girls and I had decided to walk into town and grab some ice cream. I was looking forward to introducing Kya to the pack now that things were a little more settled. 

Unfortunately, my pack was not pleased to see her. They all but shunned her. I heard the whispers as we walked through town. I felt the animosity. They didn’t like her. They hated her. I used my heightened hearing ability to eavesdrop. What I heard was horrible. 

I heard a knock on my door and knew it was one of the guys. Kya had gone to bed early as well. I knew she was feeling bad about what had happened. I felt like it was my duty to protect her. She was my little sister, and people were treating her like shit. It hurt to know my pack could be so cruel. 

“Come in,” I called out. 

Hawk and Radolf walked into the room, closing the door behind them. Hawk sat in the single chair while Radolf sat on the edge of the bed. He reached over and put his hand on my arm. “What’s going on? Did you and Kya have a fight?”

“No. We’re fine. At least I hope she isn’t too angry with me.”

“Why would she be mad?”

“Because the pack hates her.”

“Nah,” Hawk said. “They are probably
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