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ONE

the mission. . . 

Martian One had been an unmanned  lander that landed on Mars in the winter of 2053.  The space program was fortunate:  it landed in a rather smooth area of an otherwise rocky Martian surface called Gustev Crater near the northern hemisphere.  The Martian One cameras then rotated in all directions,  snapping photos of the surface and was able to send back startling pictures of the area in fine detail.  Earth scientist had a  good look at the Martian area where they thought the Martian Two manned  mission should land.  The photos sent back from the surface was spectacular and similar to those taken by the Viking landers during the 1970's,  eighty years earlier,  only of a higher quality.  

***
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THE MARTIAN TWO manned mission was launched in  February of 2054.  It landed within five miles of the unmanned lander.  It had five astronauts onboard and it was the first manned  mission to the Red Planet.  The five Martian Two astronauts had made the 480,000,000 mile journey in only three days and had actually walked on the surface of the planet.  There,  they found a crystal,  grainy-like substance on their shoes;  a shiny,  thick,  luminous sand that experts found of a 'carbon'  nature,  the beginning formation. . .  of diamonds.  

The space program called a meeting.  Five astronauts were chosen to go back to the same area of the Red Planet to gather more information on the crystallite,  grainy-substances found on the shoes of the Martian Two astronauts,  and perhaps bring back diamonds. 

The Martian Three mission was born.
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TWO

crystallized

The five Martian Three astronauts sat at the same table in the NASA briefing room.  One NASA official presided over the meeting.

"Gentlemen.  In three weeks,  Martian Three,  the third in our Martian series will go up and return to the Red Planet.  You might wonder why we are going back,  and so soon?  Well,  the Martian Two crew saw something there:  something sandy;  crystallite,  grainy-objects on their shoes."

The NASA official went to a corner of the room and retrieved a small box.  He sat the box on the table in front of the five crew members of the upcoming Martian Three mission.  He opened it.  It's contents glowed.  It glowed so much that the crew literally had to turn away.

One of the five astronauts raised his hand.

"What is it?"  he asked.

". . . Martian dust,"  the official answered after a few seconds had passed.  "And we want to know why it shines as it does.  We have an idea.  We've had it examined by experts in the field of mineralogy. The sand contains a 'carbon'  content.  They are hard,  inorganic and contain properties that can be applied to substances of organic,  natural origin:  such as coal:  meaning it is possible it is the beginning stages of the formation of diamonds."

He looked at them:  "Yes,  diamonds.  And if that be so,  we think it would be worth our efforts to investigate this possibility.  Perhaps,  if they are there,  even bring some of them back."  

The crew was immediately,  but cautiously interested. 

"We're going up anyway,  Sir,"  said one of the crew members.  "We might as well search for this,  as far fetched as it sounds."

"That's why we are going up so quickly:  and so secretively.  You are to tell no one about this:  we don't want to become,  the laughing stock,"  the official said.

***
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THE MARTIAN THREE MISSION was under way.  Only three weeks of diligent training stood between themselves and launch.  They had been chosen from the rank and file of military and education.  They wanted to make good. 

Originally,  they thought,  they were going up for scientific research.  Then they were informed that they were on their way to Mars;  yes,  for research,   but mainly to find,  if at all possible,  if they existed,  and they knew,  if they were lucky. . .  diamonds.  

***
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THE ASTRONAUTS

Forty five year old,  Commander Clyde Murray had come out of retirement,  after  having served twenty two years as a Naval Aviator.  He was to be the first Black astronaut to command an intersteller mission;  a mission that actually left earth's orbit.  Though he came from humble beginings,  born and raised on a small farm in South Georgia,  he had been a Princeton University graduate,  with a masters degree in Physics,  his application  had been chosen over many qualified candidates because of his understanding of science and engineering.  Once chosen, he took a 'leave of absence' from his university teaching job and moved his wife and young son from
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