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A Media Satire Novella

It began with a routine, if ambitious, clerical memo circulating through the Department of the Treasury. It was a standard, dry internal document proposing a commemorative series of currency designs to mark the upcoming two-hundred-and-fiftieth anniversary of the nation. Among the dozens of proposed mock-ups, ranging from historical figures to abstract landscapes, one digital rendering featured the profile of the current President.

It was a placeholder. A draft. An intern’s exercise in graphic design that had been uploaded to a secure, password-protected server intended for internal administrative review.

Then, the "Leaked Truth" arrived.

A junior staffer at a news network, scouring the federal administrative database for anything that could be construed as a sensation, hit the jackpot. By ten in the morning, the breaking news banners were live.

"Breaking: The President designs himself onto the money."

Within seconds, the media ecosystem—a finely tuned machine designed to detect any movement that could be labeled unprecedented—roared into full, caffeinated operation. The morning shows did not just report the leak; they performed an autopsy on the concept of money itself.

"We are witnessing the end of objective value," an anchor stated, her voice trembling with the gravity of a national funeral. "The dollar, once the bedrock of global stability, is being reimagined as a personal brand. What does it mean when the currency of a free people reflects not the collective history of the republic, but the ego of a single man?"

A panel of seven experts appeared. They were not economists. They were symbolism specialists and ego-architects.

"This is not just about a bill," a man in a tweed jacket noted, adjusting his glasses. "This is about the fundamental restructuring of American identity. By placing his image on the two-hundred-and-fifty-dollar note, the administration is signaling that the very nature of exchange, of wealth, of labor, and of capital, is now subservient to the personality cult of the Executive."

A legal analyst nodded, his face a mask of simulated horror. "We are looking at a classic authoritarian maneuver. If he can imprint his likeness onto the very paper that pays our workers and buys our bread, he has successfully infiltrated the private consciousness of every American citizen. It is a psychological takeover of the wallet."

Across town, The View had reached a fever pitch. Whoopi Goldberg sat forward, her expression one of weary, profound disappointment. "It is just tacky, is it not? It is the ultimate tacky. You are sitting there in a diner, trying to pay for your coffee, and you have to look at this man? It is like, can I have a morning without the branding? Can I just have a sandwich without it being an endorsement? This is not money. This is an invoice for a personality."

The currency crisis surged to the front page of every major newspaper. CNN launched a countdown clock: T-MINUS UNTIL THE REBRANDING.

MSNBC conducted a town hall in Iowa, asking citizens how they felt about the
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