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“YOUR BRAND. IT’S WHAT people say about you when you’re not in the room.”

A trip to the Bahamas. 

A shadowy plan in the works. 

A change of heart for the Scrooge. 

The twists and turns continue as Mia and Logan fight to stay together. Fight for one another. But, another deadly media story threatens to flip Apex Industries on its head, and Logan's paranoia rages out of control. The only thing keeping them together is the heat they possess between the two of them. Logan can't keep his hands off her and Mia can't keep her lips off him. It's heat threaded with lust until Satan herself walks into the picture.

Until Logan's ex-wife comes knocking on their doors.
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I sat there at my work computer, typing away after hours. It had been a few days since Mia had walked out of my office, quitting her job on the fucking spot. And her absence was felt. I’d never admit that to anyone, though. Not Tanner, who came in and gnawed my ear off about how I needed to get her on the phone. Not the press, who actually commended her in the damn media about trying to spin my story. Hell, she couldn’t have been as good as she sold herself to be if the damn press knew what she was doing.

And yet, I missed her.

When she told me she was quitting, it felt like a blow to my chest, like someone had opened fire on my body with a damn shotgun. I had been so speechless, I had to turn away. I knew if I opened my mouth in front of her, it would be telling her I didn’t accept it. That so long as she accepted the job in the first damn place, she’d see it through, like her contract fucking stated.

If she was the type of person to walk out on a contract, I didn’t need her associated with Apex Industries anyway.

Didn’t stop me from being butthurt over it, though.

I thought we had been building something. This tug-of-war between us felt personal. When I’d kissed her—when I’d taken her to bed—I felt it between the two of us. I felt it in every stroke of my tongue against her body. I felt it in every rock of her hips against mine. I heard it in her sighs and her moans. I felt it in the way her teeth bit into me, marking me the way my cock marked her. I saw it in her eyes. Felt it in the pulses of her breath when she stood a little too close to me.

It felt special between us. It had from the beginning.

But clearly, she didn’t share my assessment.

I typed away at emails, trying to put out fires as they cropped up. The clock ticked over to eight. And then nine. And then ten o’clock at night. By the time I got up from my desk, it was well past midnight, a habit I’d picked up and retained since Mia walked out on us.

Me and my company.

I pushed through deal after deal, hoping it would do something with my stock prices. I ignored the ache in my chest, the anger in my gut, and the fear in the back of my mind. I held emergency meetings with my board of investors and took on some of their ideas to get money flowing through the doors of Apex.

I needed to fucking diversify my portfolio more.

The companies I had acquired weren’t keeping me afloat. The more my stock prices dropped, the more my billions dwindled. It made me sick to watch. It gave me nightmares at night. I tossed and turned, fearing that one day I’d wake up and someone would be waiting at my door with an eviction notice.

Waiting to toss me into a dumpster like so many evil people had when I was out scavenging for food in trash cans.

I woke up with cold sweats. I took hot showers just to try and get my mind from no longer swirling. I walked into the office Thursday morning with three cups of coffee soaring through my veins and I still yawned as I sat down. I fired up my computer and leaned back into my chair. I resisted the urge to turn around and look over Central Park, knowing that if I paused for even a second at its beauty, I’d go the fuck to sleep.

Then, my office doors banged open.

“Logan. I have to see this.”

I looked up and saw Tanner striding through my office, his shoes clicking across my floor.

“What is it?” I said gruffly.

But, instead of answering me, he merely slapped a magazine down onto my desk.

“Give it a read. And don’t put it off,” he said.

He made his way out of my office, and I rolled my eyes. Tanner really was a drama queen sometimes. I pushed it away, settling myself to work I had to get done before lunch. More fucking emails, more bullshit paperwork, more steps to take on Ambrose Heights and this Richardson acquisition. I had to start making strides, and quickly, while I still had business money to spend in the bank.

And once lunch came around, I finally reached for the magazine.

I leaned back into my chair and paged through it. The magazine wasn’t my usual financial fare. It was more of a contemporary, general magazine: articles on pop stars and actors, plugs for new movies and the latest diet trends, a few things on fashion, a cheap perfume ad in the middle of the damn thing. I wasn’t sure what Tanner wanted me to see in this bullshit. It was some sort of weird cross between Time and Cosmopolitan. I didn’t have the energy to sift through whatever it was he wanted me to see.

Then, I came across it.

A page near the back of Mia smiling brightly.

I studied her picture, the way she stood with grace in that gorgeous crimson red dress. She stood there, poised and positioned with a few of the charity folks from the gala. I remembered some of them. One of them had been sitting at the table Mia had assigned me to. Seeing her smile brought that searing ache back to my chest.

She donned a smile that wasn’t because of me.

And it hurt.

There was an article below the picture. Below the small bit of skin shown on Mia’s leg as the slit in her dress revealed the beauty of the legs that wrapped around me that night. I closed my eyes and remembered it. Remembered how she sighed and groaned. Remembered how she came so beautifully to my body. How she molded to me, contorted herself for my pleasure, and how her curves seeped into the strength of my divots.

I shook the thought from my mind and started reading.

I expected something devastating, something nasty to juxtapose something so beautiful. But that wasn’t what I found. As I scanned the article, I found that it painted a positive picture. The journalist who wrote the article praised the novelty of the event. One quote even made me smile:

Apex made the decision to invite people their charity work would help to their gala. Needless to say, their stories lent an air of humbleness to the night that juxtaposed the hard lessons learned through speeches at the gala. The balance of the evening was refreshing, and it worked to further close the divide between the wealthy and the impoverished.

I’d be damned. It looked as if Mia had made the right call with that move after all.

I flipped the page over and found a picture of myself on the back of it. There I stood, with my crystal glass held high and my body cut perfectly in the suit Mia and I had chosen for the evening. I kept reading, astounded by the fact that the gala was painted in such a good light. Although the article didn’t mention me, personally, I didn’t linger on the fact. Instead, the article focused on the millions of dollars we had secured that night for the foundation. Fifteen million, before the contribution I’d make myself on behalf of Apex. That was a last-minute touch I thought would go over well. I figured Mia would like that.

I didn’t get to tell her about it before she fucking quit, though.

The article focused on the charity donation and the people being helped. It outlined the food pantries we had partnered with and forecasted more “good to come from the Apex of industries.” I grinned at that. I set the article down and sighed happily.

Positive press.

The first piece of it in months.

I took to my laptop and looked up the magazine. Not only was it one that was still in high circulation, it also had a website. And there, on the front page, was the same layout as the magazine, except all the headlines were clickable with hyperlinks to the articles—including the one on the gala, which was right there on the main screen just off to the side.

I smiled as I sat back in my chair. It looked like Mia knew her shit after all when it came to her job.

Again, too bad she’d quit.

I slipped the magazine into my drawer and continued working. I didn’t once look up at the clock until the sun was no longer visible in my office. I worked until I couldn’t hold my eyes open, then went back home and crashed in my bed. I barely had the energy to take my suit off. In fact, I didn’t even get my damn pants off. And when my alarm went off in the morning, I started a pot of coffee and turned on the television.

It was time for my Friday-morning financial news shows.

I sat there as the coffee percolated, and listened with intent to the trends of the stock market and jotted down a few things. I looked up at the screen in my kitchen as the coffee came to a stop, bubbling and waiting for me to fix it up.

Then, I noticed something in the ticker at the bottom of the television.

Holy shit.

Apex shares were up a couple points in trading.

I rushed to make myself a mug of coffee, keeping my eyes on the screen. My share prices had gone up three dollars, and we were finally in the green after weeks of red. A large smile crossed my face. I sat back down at my kitchen table, sitting on the edge of my seat. I watched as the share prices slowly crawled up. A penny here. A nickel there. Another half a point up. Then another. And yet another. For weeks, we’d been dropping, slowly slipping from our beautiful peak of two hundred bucks a share.

This was the first time ever that damn trend had reversed.

I sipped my coffee and sighed. I knew Mia was responsible for that bump. All the hard work she’d put in over the weekend and how many people she’d had to call to spin that shit I pulled at the gala. While my speech had gotten people to donate, it sure as hell didn’t do much for my public image. It was a balancing act I knew Mia wasn’t familiar with. But honestly, it wasn’t one I was fully familiar with, either.

I watched our share prices tick up another point and put my coffee mug down.

The answer to all of this was simple.

I needed to get Mia back.
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​Chapter 2
Mia
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I sat there in my pajamas, rounding out my Friday with a pint of ice cream in my lap while I stared blankly at my computer screen. I kept refreshing my email, checking my phone, doing all the basic monotonous crap I’d done before Apex Industries had contacted me. I’d seen no point in getting dressed the past few days. By now, Logan had probably blacklisted my name all over town. If I really pinched pennies with the money I’d invoiced him, I could keep myself afloat until my lease was up in four months.

Then, I’d be in trouble.

It wasn’t all that bad. My small business had gotten a couple of nibbles after the charity gala. It was shit, but it did get my name out there a bit. Especially once my journalist friend called and emailed me a copy of the magazine write-up that had gone out yesterday. But the meetings I’d taken over the phone hadn’t gone well. One was a journalist in disguise, digging around for dirt on Logan as a boss to write up for an article on some slam blog. And the other one was a self-described “pal” of Logan’s who’d wasted over an hour of my time before informing me that he already had a Public Relations division.

He’d also insinuated that Logan had clearly hired me for reasons other than my branding skills. Reasons this “pal” of Logan’s was willing to pay quite handsomely for.

I hung up on him quicker than I ever had a “client” in my life.

So, I sat there, staring at my laptop like a pathetic little lap dog. I ate ice cream off a massive spoon for breakfast, hoping that something legitimate would come from the one way I had gotten my name out there when tied to Apex Industries. But there was nothing.

Well, that wasn’t quite true, either.

Every time I refreshed my email, I saw it: an email I’d read but hadn’t brought myself around to deleting just yet. It was an email from Ryder Richardson, and I didn’t know what to do with the contents of it. I toggled with my mouse and pulled the email back up. I read the few short lines typed up by the country hothead that had burst into Logan’s office that day the two of us were talking. I sighed as I read the lines again, trying to see if there were any hidden meanings between them.

But it didn’t seem as if there were any.

Well, it didn’t seem as if there were many.

Miss Mia Charles,

I’d like to meet with you and discuss a possible business transaction. In short: I’d like you to consult for me. I’m in some deep shit with my own business, as you very well know, and I could use your expertise. Despite the impression given, I do have the money to hire you and pay you well.

Email me soon to let me know when you’re available so we can get something scheduled.

R. Richardson

Beyond the face value of the email, it was a massive conflict of interest. For many reasons. I’d just stepped away from working with Apex Industries, who’d just taken over his company, Richardson Regional. But even before that, the two owned a bit of stock in one another’s companies. That was something I hadn’t been familiar with until I’d done a bit of digging around in my spare time. Apparently, before the hostile takeover happened, Ryder himself owned some shares of Apex Industries. Not enough to have any control, but enough to benefit financially from Apex’s success. And according to what I found, Apex was the same way with Richardson Regional. They owned just enough shares to benefit financially from the company’s success.

Was that why Logan had taken them over like that? Because Ryder Richardson started tanking and it started costing Apex Industries money?

I honestly didn’t know, and it wasn’t any of my business.

Still, I couldn’t bring myself to delete the email. I didn’t know whether to reach out to Logan and let him know that Ryder had contacted me or not. On the one hand, I felt like I should. I mean, I didn’t work for him any longer, but we had been tethered

























































d2d_images/chapter_title_above.png





d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_left.png





d2d_images/cover.jpg
PE SAY

BRANDED SERIES BOOK TWO
USA TODAY BESTSELLING AUTHOR

LEXY T TFMMS





d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_right.png





d2d_images/chapter_title_below.png
-

-

-

7O





d2d_images/image016.png
—

T






d2d_images/image019.jpg





d2d_images/image020.jpg
ol






d2d_images/image023.png
PEOPLE SAY

BRANDED SERIES BOOK TWO
US4 TODAY BESTSELLING AUTHOR

TEXY TIMMS





d2d_images/image002.jpg
111 ‘ qy\/’c,' &
s %
;%LLE SAY





d2d_images/image021.jpg
BRANDED SERIES

USA TODAY BESTSELLING AUTHOR

LEXY TIMMS






d2d_images/image025.jpg





d2d_images/image004.png





d2d_images/scene_break.png





d2d_images/image007.jpg





