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Team History: Inception and Early Years
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●  The Kansas City Royals were established in 1969 as an expansion team.

●  Ewing Kauffman, a local entrepreneur, was the team's first owner.

●  The team's name, "Royals", was inspired by the American Royal, a livestock show held in Kansas City.

●  The Royals played their inaugural game on April 8, 1969, against the Minnesota Twins.

●  In their debut season, the Royals finished fourth in the American League West with a record of 69-93.

●  Lou Piniella was named the American League Rookie of the Year in the Royals' inaugural season.

●  The Royals made their first playoff appearance in 1976, just seven years after their inception.

●  By the end of the 1970s, the Royals had won three consecutive AL West division titles.

●  Kansas City hosted the All-Star game for the first time in 1973.

●  The Royals' first winning season came in 1971 when they finished with a record of 85-76.

●  In 1975, the Royals posted a 91-71 record, their best until that time.

●  In the early years, players like George Brett, Hal McRae, and Frank White became staples of the team.

●  The team's first ever draft pick was Roger Nelson in the 1968 expansion draft.

●  The Royals' original colors were blue, white, and gold.

●  The team played its first few seasons at Municipal Stadium before moving to Royals Stadium in 1973.

●  In their second season (1970), the team's attendance surpassed 1 million for the first time.

●  The 1976 team won 90 games, earning their first trip to the postseason.

●  George Brett hit .333 in 1976, leading the team in batting average.

●  The 1977 Royals team is remembered for their potent offense, scoring 822 runs that season.

●  Dennis Leonard, a key player in the early years, won 20 games in 1977.

●  By the late 1970s, the Royals had developed a fierce rivalry with the New York Yankees.

●  The Royals clinched their first ever division title on September 25, 1976.

●  The early 1980s saw the Royals consistently in the hunt for a playoff spot, making it in 1980, 1981, and 1984.

●  In 1980, the Royals advanced to the World Series for the first time, only to be defeated by the Philadelphia Phillies.

●  The 1985 Royals, under manager Dick Howser, won the franchise's first World Series title, defeating the St. Louis Cardinals.
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Team Mascot: Origins and Evolution
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●  The Royals' mascot is named "Sluggerrr" (with three Rs), representing a lion with a crown, fitting the Royals' theme.

●  Sluggerrr made his debut on April 5, 1996, and has since become an integral part of the game-day experience at Kauffman Stadium.

●  He is known for shooting hot dogs into the crowd with a gas-powered gun, a fan-favorite event during games.

●  Sluggerrr's appearance is inspired by the team's royal theme, with his mane resembling a crown.

●  In 2008, Sluggerrr was inducted into the Mascot Hall of Fame.

●  He has his own "rookie card", which was released in 1997.

●  Sluggerrr often partakes in local community events, making appearances at schools, parades, and charity events.

●  Over the years, Sluggerrr's design has seen minor tweaks, but the core elements, including his royal blue color and crown, have remained consistent.

●  Fans can request personal appearances from Sluggerrr for private events through the Royals' official website.

●  He has a special "Sluggerrr Zone" at Kauffman Stadium, where young fans can interact and take photos.

●  In addition to his hot dog launch, Sluggerrr often entertains fans with dance-offs, T-shirt tosses, and other in-between inning events.

●  Sluggerrr has also made appearances at MLB All-Star Game events, representing the Royals.

●  He's been a part of various promotional videos and campaigns for the Royals, increasing fan engagement.

●  Every year, Sluggerrr celebrates his "birthday" at the stadium, often inviting other MLB mascots for a fun-filled celebration.

●  He often takes part in mascot races, not just at Kauffman Stadium, but also at other MLB parks.

●  Sluggerrr has his own merchandise, from plush toys to apparel, which is popular among young Royals fans.

●  On social media, Sluggerrr remains active, engaging with fans and sharing behind-the-scenes moments.

●  Sluggerrr's antics, like mock-photobombing fans and players, add an element of fun to the game-day experience.

●  In 2009, for April Fool's Day, Sluggerrr's "mane" was jokingly "shaved" off, showcasing a bald mascot for a game.

●  He has a "Sluggerrr's Blue Crew" club, a kids fan club, offering members special perks and experiences throughout the season.

●  Over the years, Sluggerrr has had various "assistants", often younger, mini-mascot versions, that accompany him during special events.

●  He regularly collaborates with other mascots in the league, often sharing fun moments and friendly rivalries.

●  Sluggerrr has made appearances in several commercials, not only promoting the Royals but also local Kansas City businesses.

●  One of the unique aspects of Sluggerrr is his tail, which ends in a spiral, resembling a baseball.

●  Despite his jovial nature, Sluggerrr often "rallies" the crowd during tense moments in games, enhancing the overall stadium atmosphere.
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