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This book is dedicated to all those on earth who are
standing up for truth! This is not easy to do in a world where
there is tremendous pressure to conform to the prevailing cultural
norms and dictates. May all those who love the truth be mindful of
the following:






"O Lord, who may abide in Your tent? Who may dwell
on Your holy hill? He who walks with integrity, and works
righteousness, and speaks truth in his heart.”

Psalm 15:1,2
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INTRODUCTION

When I
finished the last book, which was God’s Second Letter To The
Corinthians, I thought I would be doing God’s Prophetic Word
Through Micah.” However, God had other plans, for even before I
could start the book of Micah, God had led me to Malachi. And as I
now write this introduction, which is after finishing the book, I
am glad He did! Actually, all things God leads us to do while on
earth after salvation is for our blessing and for His glory! And
so, this book has been a pleasure to write, as they all have been,
and I trust that you will find it helpful also in your own walk
with God!

There are three things that we should be
aware of at the outset. The first is that the Biblical text that
God gave will be included as part of the text of this book, so that
the reader will not have to turn to the Bible to read that text. It
will appear in italics. Then secondly, each chapter has been broken
into smaller sections, which will begin with an italicized brief
explanation supplied as a help of what is covered in that
particular section. And thirdly, at times comments are supplied by
the author, , which will be in brackets in the text of God’s word,
as an additional help to the reader.

Then we are to also note that there is an
Addenda at the back of the book with six sections. In Addendum A,
there is a brief outline of the four ages of time, for any reading
the book who might not be familiar with this information. In
Addendum B, there is a brief outline of the two comings from Heaven
to earth in time of God’s Son, The Lord Jesus Christ. Then in
Addendum C, we have an exposition of “Chosen of God for a purpose.”
In Addendum D, we have an exposition of the three heavens,
mentioned in God’s word. Then in Addendum E, we have an exposition
of God’s resurrection program in time. And in Addendum F, we have a
presentation of the gospel, which is the good news that God has
given in His word regarding His Son, The Lord Jesus Christ, for any
readers who might not have as yet this vital personal relationship
with God, through faith in His Son.

What should also be mentioned before closing
this Introduction, because we are all somewhat curious by nature,
is that after completing 21 years of formal education and then
spending almost 28 years working in Project Engineering and
Management in the Corporate offices of two large utilities, God
called His servant as a non-denominational evangelist in early
1999, and then sent him out over two thousand miles, away from
family and friends, to the place of service God assigned, which is
where His servant has been, and is still serving Him, as
evangelist, author, and counselor. The author is a widower with
three adopted children, all now married with a family of their
own.

Please note the two websites listed below,
which have been established for the purpose of interacting with
readers and for gospel ministry:

http://www.pilgrimpathwaypublications.com

http://servantofmosthigh.com

And now my prayer is that God will richly
bless you as you read this book, and greatly minister to every need
in your life, as only God can! To Him be all praise, honor, and
glory, with thanksgiving, both now and forevermore! Amen.









MALACHI CHAPTER ONE

Verses 1
to 14

Malachi 1:1, A brief Introduction

As God begins His prophetic word through
Malachi, let us note what God says at Malachi 1:1 to begin our
introduction of this book of the Old Testament, where we read,
“The oracle of the word of the Lord to Israel through
Malachi.” What we are to note is that God is addressing
“Israel” here. It is important to grasp at the outset that Malachi
was led to write this down for God AFTER the exile of the Southern
Kingdom of Judah had taken place in 486 BC, and AFTER God had
brought back a believing remnant from Babylon to Jerusalem in Judah
70 years later!

What this means then, is that by the time
that God gave this prophetic word through Malachi, the ten tribes
of the northern kingdom of Israel in unbelief had been taken
captive to Assyria, which took place in 722 BC. And so, when God
brought the southern kingdom of Judah, consisting of the two tribes
of Judah and Benjamin, into exile to Babylon in 486 BC, this meant
the end of the KINGSHIP over the nation of Israel. So when that
believing remnant returned to Jerusalem, there were only governors
over the land, as it was still under the control of Babylon, which
meant that those Jews who lived in the land were under the
authority of the king of Babylon.

When speaking of a “believing remnant” here,
what is meant is that God brought believers back to Jerusalem,
which was with Ezra, as we see at Ezra 1, which was to rebuild the
temple in Jerusalem, including the city, which had both been burnt
to the ground by the Babylonians at the time of the exile to
Babylon in 486 BC. Then once the city of Jerusalem and the temple
had been rebuilt, God sent Nehemiah to Jerusalem as governor, and
his task was to build the wall around the city of Jerusalem. For
what needs to be further grasped here is that when God exiled the
northern kingdom and its ten tribes to Assyria in 722 BC, the king
of Assyria sent people from the land of Assyria back to live in the
territory of those ten tribes in Israel (noting 2 Kings 17:24).
What this meant then is that when God brought this believing
remnant back to the land to rebuild the temple in Jerusalem,
including the city and the walls, this meant that there was a lot
of opposition from all those unbelievers, who had now been brought
to Israel from foreign nations!

We then note that when we read at verse 1:1,
“the oracle,” we are to be aware that Biblical scholars are divided
on the meaning of Hebrew word here, which is “Massa,” with some
claiming that the word refers to ‘burden’ and others to an
‘oracle.’ Either way, as we will see, this is a prophetic word from
God, where He unburdens himself to “Israel” here in view, which was
that believing remnant that was now in the land of the nation of
Israel of old, and which consisted of mostly unbelievers by
Malachi’s day, as we shall see. And the word “Malachi” here simply
means ‘My messenger,’ which refers to the believer that God raised
up and gave this prophetic word through!

As to the context for why God was burdened
here, it was no doubt due to the fact that His people in the land
of Israel kept going astray and the next generation were mostly
unbelievers! For instance, if we look at the book of Ezra, we see
that by Ezra chapter nine, Ezra had to lead the believing remnant
to break up the mixed marriages that had taken place, in that many
of the believers had married unbelievers from the unbelieving
people already living in the land! And things did not get any
better from there, despite the spiritual revival that took place at
the time of Ezra, for by the time that God’s Son came from Heaven
to earth to take on the permanent body that His Father had prepared
for Him in the womb of the virgin (noting Matthew 1:1,18-25 with
Hebrews 10:5), the majority of the Jews in the land were
unbelievers, as we see in the gospel accounts of Matthew, Mark,
Luke, and John, and the book of Acts!

There is one final truth to be aware of
here, as part of this introduction, which is the fact that after
God’s gave this prophetic word to that believing remnant in the
land of Israel through Malachi, God was silent for over 400 years,
in that He did not speak to mankind again until He spoke His word
through Matthew, one of the Twelve apostles of God’s Son, The Lord
Jesus Christ, after His Son had come from Heaven to earth!

Malachi 1:2-5, God’s declaration that He loved
Jacob, but hated Esau, which meant God’s blessing on Israel and
God’s curse on Edom!

As God begins His prophetic word proper to
Israel, as those Jews now returned from exile and now living in the
land that was the southern kingdom of Judah, including Jerusalem as
its capital, we see God declare at Malachi 1:2-5 His love for Jacob
and His hatred for Esau, noting what we there now read, “[2] I
have loved you," says the Lord. But you say, "How have You loved
us?" "Was not Esau Jacob's brother?" declares the Lord. "Yet I have
loved Jacob; [3] but I have hated Esau, and I have made his
mountains a desolation and appointed his inheritance for the
jackals of the wilderness." [4] Though Edom says, "We have been
beaten down, but we will return and build up the ruins"; thus says
the Lord of hosts, "They may build, but I will tear down; and men
will call them the wicked territory, and the people toward whom the
Lord is indignant forever." [5] Your eyes will see this and you
will say, "The Lord be magnified beyond the border of
Israel!"”

It is important to note some background
information at this point in order to understand the passage before
us. As most readers would be aware of, Abraham was the believer
that God started with to then form the nation that later became
Israel; in that he had a son Isaac, whose wife bore him two sons,
who were Esau and Jacob; then Jacob had twelve sons. When Jacob’s
name was later changed to Israel by God at Genesis 32:28, his
twelve sons then became the twelve tribes of Israel. And we also
need to note that Esau was known as Edom, as we see at Genesis
25:30. What this meant then is that where Jacob later lived became
the land of Israel, while where Esau later lived that became the
land of Edom, which is today part of Jordan.

And so, we see God begin at verse 1:2 and
says to Israel, “I have loved you,” with Israel responding (likely
the leadership on behalf of the people), “How have You loved us?,”
obviously questioning God’s love for them! Then in reply, and as
proof of His love for Israel, God then mentions in the rest of
verse 1:2 and at verse 1:3 that Esau was Jacob’s brother, yet He
has loved Jacob (Israel) since his birth, while hating Esau since
his birth!

What those who were questioning God were not
understanding here is that God was teaching them about election
unto salvation, showing that those He loves in time are those whom
He chose in eternity past for salvation at some point during the
four ages of time, these being all the believers, who are then part
of His family through a spiritual birth; while those God hates in
time are those whom God left in their sins in eternity past, which
means that they will remain unbelievers all their lives whenever
born during one of the four ages of time and will die as
unbelievers! Readers may want to read Addendum C at this point,
which is titled, “Chosen of God for a purpose,” before resuming
here.

It is important to keep in mind that when
God speaks of His love for one and His hatred for another, this
simply refers to the fact that one is elect of God unto salvation,
while the other is not! And so, the words “loved” and “hated” here
do NOT mean what these words normally mean when talking about
relations between human beings!

As we then see from the rest of verse 1:3
and at verse 1:4, God gives evidence of His “hatred” of Esau by
pointing out to Israel that the land of Esau, which is Edom, has
been left desolate since its inception, and those who will inherit
the land are the jackals – speaking here of the creatures of the
wilderness – who will be inhabiting the land! Even though those of
Edom may claim in defiance to God that they will return again and
again, generation after generation, and rebuild the land, yet God’s
emphatic answer is that He will tear down all that they build, so
that the land will be known as a wicked place, which God has cursed
forever!

God then promises at verse 1:5 that Israel
will see this to be the case, as time goes on, relating to what He
says at verses 1:3,4 regarding Edom, and then the subsequent
generations of those of the nation of Israel will exclaim that
God’s greatness extends beyond the borders of the land of
Israel!

It is important to keep in mind as we
continue that the reason that God began His prophetic word to
Israel through Malachi, by reminding them that He loved them, was
due to the fact that they were going further and further astray
from Him, in terms of no longer walking with Him in the light of
His word, which is always a problem with every generation of
believers since the time of Adam and Eve!

Malachi 1:6-14, God points out one of the major ways
that the nation of Israel was going astray from Him, which was by
their approach to Him at the altar, through their offerings and
sacrifices!

As God continues at Malachi 1:6-14, He now
brings up one major way that He knew that the nation of Israel was
going astray from Him, which was by their approach to Him at the
altar, through the sacrifices and offerings they were making there,
noting now what we there read, “[6] A son honors his father, and
a servant his master. Then if I am a father, where is My honor? And
if I am a master, where is My respect?' says the Lord of hosts to
you, O priests who despise My name. But you say, 'How have we
despised Your name?' [7] You are presenting defiled food upon My
altar. But you say, 'How have we defiled You?' In that you say,
'The table of the Lord is to be despised.' [8] But when you present
the blind for sacrifice, is it not evil? And when you present the
lame and sick, is it not evil? Why not offer it to your governor?
Would he be pleased with you? Or would he receive you kindly?" says
the Lord of hosts. [9] "But now will you not entreat God's favor,
that He may be gracious to us? With such an offering on your part,
will He receive any of you kindly?" says the Lord of hosts. [10]
"Oh that there were one among you who would shut the gates, that
you might not uselessly kindle fire on My altar! I am not pleased
with you," says the Lord of hosts, "nor will I accept an offering
from you. [11] "For from the rising of the sun even to its setting,
My name will be great among the nations, and in every place incense
is going to be offered to My name, and a grain offering that is
pure; for My name will be great among the nations," says the Lord
of hosts. [12] "But you are profaning it, in that you say, 'The
table of the Lord is defiled, and as for its fruit, its food is to
be despised.' [13] "You also say, 'My, how tiresome it is!' And you
disdainfully sniff at it," says the Lord of hosts, "and you bring
what was taken by robbery and what is lame or sick; so you bring
the offering! Should I receive that from your hand?" says the Lord.
[14] "But cursed be the swindler who has a male in his flock and
vows it, but sacrifices a blemished animal to the Lord, for I am a
great King," says the Lord of hosts, "and My name is feared among
the nations."”

In order to understand this passage here, we
need to grasp that at Genesis 3:15, God promised mankind – which
was immediately after Adam and Eve had sinned against Him in the
garden of Eden – that He would be sending His own dear Son from
Heaven to earth one day, as born of a woman; to deal with the
devil, for bringing sin and death to the human race. But until He
came, He would be foreshadowed in the first two ages of time
(please see Addendum A on the four ages of time) in the animal
sacrifices and offerings on the altar of burnt offerings, first in
the wilderness at the time of Moses and later at the temple that
God would lead Solomon to build. What this therefore meant was that
whatever was offered on the altar represented some aspect of God’s
Son, Who was coming from Heaven to earth in the future!

And so we see God say to Israel at verse 1:6
– as a way of introducing some offending practices that were taking
place at that time – since a son should give honor to his father
and a servant should show respect to his master, as they would be
observing in everyday life among themselves – then since God was
their Father and Master, should they not be showing Him honor and
respect; with God specifically focusing on the priests among the
sons of Israel here, charging them of despising His Name!

And when those so accused come back and ask
God for proof of their having despised His Name, God says at verse
1:7 that they were showing Him contempt by regarding Him of so
little worth that they were presenting Him defiled, that is,
polluted food on His altar! When those so accused ask God for proof
that they had defiled Him, God then tells them that it was in the
way that they regarded His altar, which is here referred to as His
table, for that was where their sacrifices and offerings to Him
were being made, which the priests had now come to regard with
contempt, based on what they were offering God there!

Then God was even more specific at verse
1:8, when He points out that what the priests were offering to Him
on His altar were blind, lame, and sick animals, with His then
asking them whether this was not evil on their part? As God further
points out here and asks them, if they were to offer such
sacrifices to their governor, would he be pleased with them or
accord them a cordial welcome? And of course the answer to these
questions was that it was indeed evil, and therefore sinful on
their part, to offer such sacrifices to God, Who was not pleased
with them and who would not be accepted in His Presence when coming
to Him with such sacrifices!

There are four truths that we need to touch
on here before resuming at verse 1:9, with the first one being to
point out that at verse 1:8 God mentions “your governor,” which, as
pointed out earlier, was because there no longer was any kings over
the nation of Israel from the time that the southern kingdom of
Judah was exiled to Babylon in 586 BC, so that after God brought a
believing remnant back to the land, they only had governors in
leadership over the people.

Then the second truth is that the “priests”
mentioned at verse 1:6 were the sons of Aaron, of the tribe of
Levi, who had been appointed by God, through His Law given the sons
of Israel through Moses, to offer God animal sacrifices and
offerings on His altar of burnt offerings, noting here what we read
for instance at Exodus 29:41-45, “[41] The other lamb you shall
offer at twilight, and shall offer with it the same grain offering
and the same drink offering as in the morning, for a soothing
aroma, an offering by fire to the Lord. [42] It shall be a
continual burnt offering throughout your generations at the doorway
of the tent of meeting before the Lord, where I will meet with you,
to speak to you there. [43] I will meet there with the sons of
Israel, and it shall be consecrated by My glory. [44] I will
consecrate the tent of meeting and the altar; I will also
consecrate Aaron and his sons to minister as priests to Me. [45] I
will dwell among the sons of Israel and will be their God.”

Then the third truth here, which was
mentioned earlier, was that the animal sacrifices and offerings on
the altar of burnt offering in the courtyard were only intended to
foreshadow some aspect of God’s Son, Who was prophesied as coming
from Heaven to earth at some point in the future. And so, people
were saved under the Old Testament by believing in God’s coming
Son, as pictured in those animal sacrifices and offerings! What
this meant then is that if the priests of the sons of Israel were
offering blind, lame, and sick animals to God on the altar of burnt
offering at the time of Malachi, then they must have been
unbelievers and not believers, since for them these sacrifices and
offerings were but a ritualistic practice, with no
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