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    C. S. LEWIS


    BRITISH WRITER


    
      	Born in Belfast in 1898.


      	Died in Oxford in 1963.


      	
        Notable works

        
          	The Screwtape Letters (1942), fictional letters


          	The Space Trilogy (1938-1945), science fiction


          	Surprised by Joy (1955), autobiography

        

      

    


    C.S. Lewis (full name Clive Staples Lewis) was a writer, lecturer, academic, broadcaster and lay theologian. As a child he adopted the name of Jack and was known by this for the rest of his life. From an early age, he loved to read, and was influenced by Beatrix Potter’s (English writer, 1866-1943) animal stories. This led him and his brother Warnie to create their own fictional world of Boxen, which was inhabited and run by animals. His later education introduced him to other literary influences such as the Icelandic sagas, Norse mythology, Greek literature and mythology. He also served as a soldier in France during World WarI (1914-1918). Unhappiness at school, the loss of his mother and the horrors of wartime led him to become an atheist.


    After demobilization, he returned to his studies at Oxford University, eventually teaching English Literature at Magdalen College there. Along with J.R.R. Tolkien (English writer, 1892-1973), he was a founder member of the Inklings, a literary discussion group that met at Oxford University. His friendship with Tolkien also helped to reawaken his Christian faith. His fantasy series The Chronicles of Narnia (1950-1956), the first of which was The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe, were written during these years in Oxford. He remained at Oxford University throughout World WarII (1939-1945), where he served in the Home Guard, as well as taking part in religious broadcasts on the BBC. In 1954, he began teaching at Magdalene College, Cambridge University, but maintained a home in Oxford. In 1956, he married the American writer Joy Davidman (1915-1960). Lewis has had a deep influence on English literature, not only through his own work, but though his involvement in the Inklings, and as an academic tutor to other English writers like John Betjeman (1906-1984) and Roger Lancelyn Green (1918-1987). His writing reflected his Christian faith, as he used fictional writing as a way of making Christian beliefs understandable to ordinary people. During his lifetime, he wrote over 30 books, many of which have been translated into more than 30 languages with stories like The Chronicles of Narnia selling millions of copies. His work helped to develop modern children’s literature, fantasy as a genre, and subsequently influenced writers such as Tim Powers (American author, born in 1952) and J.K. Rowling (born in 1965).

  


  
    THE LION, THE WITCH AND THE WARDROBE


    CHILDREN’S FANTASY STORY


    
      	Genre: children’s fantasy


      	Reference edition: Lewis, C.S. (1959) The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe. London: Penguin.


      	1st edition: 1950


      	Themes: fantasy, adventure, Christianity, good vs. evil, sin, universal morality, redemption

    


    The Chronicles of Narnia are a series of books that follow the story of the world of Narnia from its creation to its end and eventual resurrection in an afterlife. Some critics have suggested that each of the seven books reflects one of the seven deadly sins, but for Lewis the aim was much simpler: to transcribe images that had flashed through his mind onto paper and spin them into a story. The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe had a long gestation period, as the image of a faun holding packages in a snowy wood had been with Lewis since he was 16 years old. Later came the images of a street lamp and a Queen on a sleigh, and he began to create a story around them, not knowing what would happen next. He wrote that one day Aslan bounded in, and the story just fell into place. As a confirmed Christian, Christian ideas and themes were an added dimension to the story. The stories were read and discussed during meetings of the Inklings.


    The books were not written in chronological order. The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe was the first in the series to be written, and was published in 1950. This was followed by: Prince Caspian (1951), The Voyage of the Dawn Treader (1952), The Silver Chair (1953), The Horse and His Boy (1954), The Magician’s Nephew (1955), and The Last Battle (1956).


    The suggested reading order of the series (following the internal chronology of the story) is as follows:


    
      	The Magician’s Nephew;


      	The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe;


      	The Horse and His Boy;


      	Prince Caspian;


      	The Voyage of the Dawn Treader;


      	The Silver Chair;


      	The Last Battle.

    


    C.S. Lewis has had a tremendous influence on children’s writing, fantasy and science fiction, religious writing and academia. The Chronicles of Narnia have been widely translated, are published worldwide, and have been turned into films and TV programmes.

  


  
    SUMMARY


    DISCOVERY OF NARNIA


    World WarII is underway and the four Pevensie children – Peter, Susan, Edmund and Lucy – have been evacuated to the countryside to live with Professor Kirke. One rainy day, they play a game of hide and seek within the house. Lucy finds a large, carved wardrobe and goes inside to hide. The wardrobe is full of fur coats and she tries to hide behind them. As she moves backwards, she suddenly finds herself in a snowy woodland landscape. Curious, she goes for a walk, heading towards a light she can see in the distance. It turns out to be a lamp post permanently glowing in the forest. As she looks at it, a faun appears under it, carrying an armful of packages. The faun, whose name is Mr Tumnus, is surprised to see her, and upon discovering she is a human child, tells her she is in the land of Narnia and invites her to tea. Lucy accepts and has a nice time until Mr Tumnus begins to cry, explaining that he has done something extremely wicked. He is a servant of the White Witch, who has ordered him to capture any human child that appears. The Witch rules Narnia, and has placed the land under an enchantment that ensures that it is always winter, and never Christmas or spring. The arrival of human children could break that spell. Lucy asks him to let her go, and he agrees because he likes her. On her return home, she tells her siblings about her adventure but they do not believe her. No time has passed in our world, and she seems to have been gone only a few seconds. They look in the wardrobe and see only a wooden back.


    Edmund teases her continually. One day, seeing her go back into the wardrobe, he follows her and they both enter Narnia. Edmund meets the White Witch, who claims she is the Queen of Narnia. He tells her about Lucy’s visit, and that he has two other siblings. The White Witch says that she will make him her heir, and his siblings princes and princess of his court, if he brings them all to meet her. She gives him enchanted Turkish Delight to eat and says he can only have more if he returns with his siblings. On his way back to the wardrobe, Edmund meets Lucy who is really pleased he has discovered Narnia. Lucy has been having tea again with Mr Tumnus. When they meet Peter and Susan, Edmund spitefully says that Lucy is making up stories and that there is no such thing as Narnia. Peter and Susan are worried, and seek help from Professor Kirke who uses logic to demonstrate that Lucy may be telling the truth.


    The next encounter with Narnia comes when all four children are seeking to escape from the housekeeper and go to hide in the wardrobe. All four now enter Narnia. Peter and Susan are very apologetic towards Lucy, and they go to meet Mr Tumnus. They find he has been arrested because he has helped a human child – Lucy. Determined to save him, Lucy asks her siblings to help. Guided by a friendly robin, they meet Mr Beaver who takes them to his home and tells them about Aslan. Three of the Pevensies are immediately thrilled to hear Aslan’s name, even though they do not know him. However, Edmund finds the name loathsome. Mr Beaver explains that Aslan is a lion, the king of the Beasts, and the son of the Emperor-over-the-Sea.


    EDMUND’S BETRAYAL


    Since entering Narnia with his siblings, Edmund has been very quiet. He makes some comments that reveal that he had lied about being in Narnia on a previous occasion, which leads to a confrontation with Peter, who is angry about Edmund’s spiteful treatment of Lucy. Edmund then tries, but fails, to persuade them to walk towards the witch’s castle rather than go to Mr Tumnus.


    Although he accompanies the others to the Beavers’ house, he leaves unnoticed during the evening. He wants more Turkish Delight, and believes the Witch will make him her heir. He has a difficult journey through the snow-covered countryside, and upon entering the castle he makes fun of the stone animals he finds in the courtyard. Edmund meets Maugrim, a wolf who is chief of the White Witch’s secret police, who takes him to the Witch. The Witch is angry because he has not brought his siblings, and refuses to provide him with more Turkish Delight. She becomes incandescent with rage when she discovers that Edmund’s siblings are on their way to meet Aslan at the Stone Table. The wolves are sent out to capture everyone in the Beavers’ cottage. Edmund is tied to her sleigh and forced to walk behind it as the Witch heads for the Stone Table. He is now her captive. As the journey progresses, it becomes evident that winter is giving way to spring at last. Eventually Edmund is tied to a tree and the Witch prepares to execute him there, rather than at the Stone Table, the traditional place of execution. She says that if at least one of the children is dead, then the ancient prophecy that four humans will overthrow her rule and reign in the castle of Cair Paravel cannot come true.


    MEETING ASLAN


    Discovering that Edmund is missing, Mr and Mrs Beaver and the three remaining children search for him without success. The Beavers eventually convince Peter, Susan and Lucy that the only way to save Edmund is to seek the help of Aslan, because only Aslan has the power to deal with the Witch. They quickly gather their things and rush to meet Aslan. The Wolves arrive too late, and begin to track them across the frozen ground. Hearing sleigh bells, the Beavers and children hide, thinking it is the Witch. They then discover it is Father Christmas – an indication that the Witch’s hold on Narnia is loosening. The spell of ‘Always winter, never Christmas’ has ended. Father Christmas gives them gifts: Mr Beaver is told his dam has been repaired, and new sewing equipment is provided for Mrs Beaver. Peter is given a sword and shield, Susan receives a bow and arrows, as well as a magical horn, while Lucy receives a healing cordial to use when needed. Leaving Father Christmas, they continue on their way to the Stone Table where they meet Aslan and his followers.


    The children are awed by the majesty of Aslan, but instinctively love him. Aslan asks where the fourth human child is. Peter explains, and apologies for his own treatment of Edmund, which has contributed to Edmund’s decision to go to the Witch. Aslan promises to do all that he can to save Edmund. He takes Peter to show him Cair Paravel, the castle where he will be High King. Then they hear Susan’s horn, signalling that she is in danger. Peter is sent to help her so that he can win his spurs, and finds that one of Maugrim’s wolves has attacked Susan, who has taken refuge in a tree. Peter fights and kills the wolf. Aslan knights him, giving him the name Sir Peter Wolfsbane. Meanwhile, Aslan’s followers track another wolf back to the witch, and save Edmund. The Witch escapes by disguising herself as part of the landscape.


    Edmund is reunited with his siblings and apologises. He has a long talk with Aslan, and begins to understand what he has done wrong. The Witch appears and demands Edmund’s life because he is a traitor and the Deep Magic has given her rights over all traitors. Aslan reaches a secret compromise with her which leaves him very downcast.


    DEATH AND RESURRECTION


    Aslan orders everyone to move from the Stone Table to another site. He has long conversations with Peter, giving lots of advice on how to conduct a battle with the Witch’s army. That night, Aslan secretly leaves the encampment. Unable to sleep, Susan and Lucy see him go and follow him. When Aslan realizes they are there, he says that they can walk with him, and that he would appreciate the company, but that when he tells them to leave they must do so. Soon he asks them to walk beside him, with their hands in his mane giving him comfort. He appears to be deeply troubled. Near the Stone Table, Aslan turns to the children and tells them that they must go no further, and should hide until it is safe to return to their brothers. Once in hiding, the girls watch in horror as Aslan goes on alone to meet the Witch. He allows the Witch and her followers to torment him, tie him up, cut his mane and kill him on the table, and the girls realise that Aslan has taken Edmund’s place as a sacrifice. After the Witch’s army leaves to attack Aslan’s army, Susan and Lucy go over to Aslan


    THE AFTERMATH
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