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      A man drove his family off his compound towards the big city where he and his wife worked. His house was just a kilometer away from the big city, but traffic made it seem like a four-hour drive. He worked at one of those prestigious hospitals in the city. He had to drop his daughter off to school first before proceeding to their work place. His wife and child were having fun singing their favorite song off the top of their voices. They did this often to lessen the boredom brought on by the long traffic hours. He smiled in pure bliss before joining in with his bass voice. These were the moments he enjoyed the most, with the traffic congestion somehow like a blessing in disguise. He had time to spend with them before the long hours at work. Singing with them in the car in the morning was a pleasant way to start the day, and he couldn’t ask for anything better than that. Seeing his wife and child this happy was a joy on its own.

      His name was Dr. Dante Russo: a handsome, medium height, well-built, thirty-four-year-old. His wife was Beth: also a doctor, and a beautiful, slim, light-skinned thirty-two-year-old, and their precious little daughter Skylar, was an adorable, curious five-year-old. Her parents and friends fondly called her ‘Sky’.

      Dante and Beth both worked at Masters Orthopedic Medical Centre. They had met back in college where they both studied the same course. Their relationship had started off in a weird way. The two of them being brilliant, often got into arguments about contents of one course or another. Over time they exchanged ideas, and how they understood the units in their different perspectives. And before they knew it, they had fallen in love with each other. They agreed to disagree in everything, and they never left a problem unresolved. They made an interesting couple in the beginning, and their close friends would just shake their heads at them. This did not deter them. They were determined to make it work and they used what they learned in their studies on themselves. Selflessness, kindness, patience, love and most of all, understanding. At the end of their studies, they had resolved to get married and live together after graduating. And a year later Skylar was born. She was an angel, a lovely child.

      Luck seemed to have followed them since they both found residency in the same hospital. Masters Orthopedic was one of the best clinics, and so they began their successful careers. They were kind, caring, thoughtful and loving and they fit perfectly well within the orthopedic practice which demanded people with a high level of understanding and composure to deal with the patients that came to see them. Dealing with people of all kinds of bone breaks was not everyone’s cup of tea. But these two, knew their way around it.

      They were both at their early thirties but they had won many people’s hearts. They were what they termed as ‘perfect or power couple’ in the community. Many times people had sought advice from them concerning marital issues, and they were always ready to help, thus saving many marriages from falling apart. They were always concerned and this brought joy and harmony in their house.

      In the evening of every other day for them, they would sit down and discuss the events of the day over a cup of hot chocolate. They unburdened their fears and experiences to each other which helped them to relax and feel lighter. They were each other’s best friends. When they retired to bed, they slept peacefully.

      Besides being medical practitioners, they were fun lovers too. They could go out hiking and camping while hunting on weekend getaways with their golden retriever, Taylor. On such days, Sky would stay back with Marni Hill, her nanny.

      Nanny Marni, as Sky would call her, would play with her for the whole time her parents were away. Marni was twenty-six, and she adored this little girl. She would tell her lots of stories and read her fairy tale books. Sky had turned out to be a very brilliant child as she learnt a lot in such a short time. At her young age she had mastered the human anatomy, a field that older kids were struggling to learn. Sky and Marni were so close, Sky preferred her nanny’s company compared to her mother because she put everything else on hold to always help her first whenever she needed help. She also allowed her to help in the house whenever she folded her washed clothes. She was learning how to be responsible at such a tender age. Other kids would be playing games on PlayStation during their free time, but not Skylar.
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      Dante and Beth had several things in common too, they shared a birth date—the ninth of September. Every year, the clinic had made it an exceptional day for them to be out to celebrate their day however they wanted. Each year their love for fun made it more interesting trying out new things and going to new places.

      During work hours though, they could not sit in the office for long. They would do their rounds in the hospital, visit their patients and helped the caretakers on how to deal with each patient’s ailments. Most of their patients were kids and they cared about them as much as they cared about Skylar. They believed that the kids were special in a way and those who had a permanent disability could still discover their talents and life would be much better for everyone. They believed that disability was never an inability. It was in this spirit that they had improved the facilities in the hospital. Providing their patients with a very comfortable environment while they recuperated in that hospital. To them it was important to discover a child’s ability to do something at a younger age. That way, it was easy to make their lives a little bit tolerable and more so worth living.
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      The weekend was fast approaching and the couple had plans as usual. They travelled once a month, mostly at the end when work was not packed, and they had saved enough to travel, although money for them was never a problem.

      They wanted to visit the famous Crystal Waters, in the tropical islands of Maldives. They had heard so much about these waters, and were willing to explore it during a vacation for just the two of them. Many would think that they were forgetting little Skylar, but they preferred she’d be safe in the hands of the nanny at home. But they always made sure to bring her gifts to make up for their absence and the little girl was delighted whenever she received presents too. It could be a nice dress, spoons for her collection, bracelets, shoes and many more, and she stored the jewelry in a little box under her bed. Her parents would then tell her stories about where they had visited and promised to take her when she grew up.

      Crystal Waters was a beach on a tropic island. They did an early booking on Friday evening for a certain hotel room close to the beach so that they could have as much fun in the water without worrying about where they would sleep. They had gotten used to such plans since they travelled a lot.

      Beth asked Marni to pack their bags for the trip, and Marni got to it immediately even though she knew her boss was going to recheck whatever she had packed.  Marni never questioned Beth, she made sure the swimsuits were packed as it was quite obvious that they were going to swim. By sundown on Friday, two bags were already packed and waiting for the trip. Marni wished they could take her to such trips too, but then she remembered that her job was to be a nanny and Skylar was right there with her.

      Maybe someday they would travel together, she thought silently.

      When Saturday morning came, all was set. The couple being early risers plus the excitement of reaching the beach when the sun was hot enough to warm the water, they bid their goodbyes to their daughter asking Marni to take good care of their little girl.

      Nanny Marni took the opportunity as a big break for her and the little girl. She played with her, took her out for a walk, bought her favorite ice-cream and made sure she was happy such that she never missed her parents.

      A plane ride and several hours later, the Russo’s were finally at their destination. The island paradise was far more amazing than what they had pictured. The entrance to the resort was grand, the gate was huge, and well decorated with ornate carvings of dolphins huge enough to cover a group of tourists. The pavement was laced with floor tiles of red and white roses, daisies, violets as well as tulips. On the fences were
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