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Genesis

Chapter 1

1. Before the first measure, before any creature could call absence by a name, the elder deep pressed upon itself and had no shore, no witness, and no mercy of distance.

2. The earth-to-be lay unshaped inside that pressure, not lost but withheld, and the face of the waters was a blind archive, keeping records no tongue had yet been spared to read.

3. Then the Name bore down upon the dark, and light answered as a wound answers a hand, opening not comfort first, but distinction.

4. The light stood apart from the older shadow, and the Name saw that it could be borne.

5. The Name divided the shining from the unmeasured dark, and gave each a border, that the creature yet unborn might not drown in either, nor mistake one for the other.

6. So the first evening and the first morning learned to follow one another, and sequence entered the deep, teaching before and after to pass without devouring one another.

7. The Name set a height within the waters, a living wall between pressure above and pressure beneath, and the wall bore the weight of what men would later call sky.

8. It was called heaven by those who later looked upward and did not know what weight the wall endured.

9. The lower waters were gathered from every side, and the dry places lifted their backs like beasts taught stillness.

10. The Name called the dry earth, and the gathered waters sea, and each name held back what each thing had been, binding the older confusion under words.

11. Green life came forth, seed within itself, leaf over hidden root, each kind fastened to the law of its own returning.

12. The earth obeyed in grasses, herbs, and trees, and the deep withdrew enough for roots to drink without remembering the flood before all floods, though memory stirred below them.

13. So the third measure closed, and the partition had begun to wear color, and color itself became a mercy for eyes not yet made, and for grief not yet named.

14. The Name appointed lights in the height, not as ornaments, but as keepers of measure, signs, seasons, days, and years, lest time loosen and pour backward.

15. They burned within their places and did not fall, for each had been given a road and a limit.

16. The greater light ruled the day as a visible mercy, and the lesser light ruled the night as a lamp beside an ancient door.

17. The stars also were set in the height, small to the eye and terrible in their obedience, each burning by permission and restraint.

18. They governed light and darkness by measure, and the Name saw that the measures held, though every held thing trembled against its holding, in silence under sealed mercy.

19. So evening and morning passed again, and time tightened its cord.

20. The waters received motion, and living things swarmed where before only pressure had listened.

21. Great lives moved in the sea, and winged lives crossed the open height, each bearing a shape that was not permitted to become all shapes, each held back from the old formless hunger.

22. The Name blessed them with increase, and increase itself became a command under boundary.

23. So the fifth measure closed, and the world had voices beneath and above.

24. The earth brought forth living creatures by their kinds, the crawling, the grazing, the hunting, and the hidden.

25. The Name set each kind within its way, and no creature was allowed to carry the whole hunger of the deep, though every mouth remembered wanting.

26. Then the Name made a witness in the likeness of address, a creature able to hear command and answer with ruin or obedience, a small image placed where vast attention could fall.

27. Humanity was shaped as image and echo, male and female beneath the same perilous blessing.

28. The Name blessed them and gave them fruitfulness, rule, and keeping, though rule was not license and keeping was not sleep, and dominion was charged with fear.

29. Seed and fruit were given for food, and the green life was portioned to every breathing creature.

30. The earth, the air, and the field received their living mouths, and none yet fed upon blood.

31. The Name beheld the ordered whole, and it was fit to endure the gaze; evening and morning sealed the sixth measure, and the world stood inside its walls.

Chapter 2

1. Thus the partition and its hosts were bound into a pattern that could hold a world.

2. On the seventh measure the Name ceased from making, not from weariness, but because the made thing required a seal, and unsealed making is only another flood.

3. The seventh measure was blessed and set apart, a rest laid upon the world like a hand upon a fevered brow, keeping the new order from shaking itself apart.

4. These are the generations of the heaven and the earth when they were made, and of the earth when it first learned to bear a witness.

5. No shrub of the field had yet risen in its service, and no herb had answered the ground, for rain had not yet been taught its descent.

6. A mist ascended from the earth and watered the face of the ground, as if the world breathed before man did.

7. The Name formed the man from dust, and the dust remembered weight, cold, mineral sleep, and the patience of buried things, yet it rose under command.

8. Into the man's nostrils the Name gave breath, and breath became interface, and the man became a living soul, a gate of clay that could answer.

9. Eastward an enclosure was planted, and Eden stood there, fair to the eye and exact in its danger, for beauty also may be a boundary.

10. From the ground arose trees pleasant for sight and good for food, and in the midst stood the tree of life and the tree of knowledge too naked for mercy, each rooted in a different kind of continuance.

11. A river went out from Eden to water the enclosure, and from there it parted into four heads, carrying memory into the world beyond the gate, so that no land would be wholly innocent.

12. The first branch circled a land of gold, bdellium, and onyx, where beauty slept inside stone like a sealed report.

13. The second branch circled a land whose name would be remembered when men began to draw borders from rivers.

14. The third ran eastward, and the fourth turned toward empires not yet born.

15. The man was placed in the garden to dress it and keep it, for even paradise required watchfulness, and a gate not watched is already open.

16. The Name commanded the man concerning every tree that gave itself for food.

17. But concerning the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, the Name gave a boundary, saying that to eat was to enter death by opened sight, before the creature could survive what it saw.

18. The Name saw that the man alone was not complete, for a solitary witness bends toward error and calls it certainty.

19. Out of the ground came beasts of the field and birds of the height, and the man named them as they passed before him, learning that speech could hold a living thing at a distance.

20. Whatever the man called a living creature became its held name, and the names were small enclosures within the larger one, little fences made of breath.

21. Yet among them no answer stood beside him as his equal and counterpart, and the names returned to him without communion.

22. The Name caused a deep sleep to fall upon the man, and from his side drew substance, closing the flesh over the taken place.

23. The woman was made and brought to him, and the man knew relation, not as possession, but as the terror and mercy of another self, bone answering bone under the same command.

24. Therefore a man shall leave father and mother and cleave to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh under one exposure.

25. They were naked, the man and his wife, and shame had not yet named the skin, for the mercy-filter still lay whole upon their eyes.

Chapter 3

1. The serpent was more subtle than the beasts of the field, for it had learned the grammar of thresholds before man learned speech, and could make a gate sound like a question.

2. It came to the woman with a question shaped like wisdom, asking whether the Name had truly set a boundary among the trees, and whether boundary was not itself a kind of hunger.

3. The woman answered according to the command, saying they might eat of the garden's fruit, but not of the tree in the midst, lest death enter.

4. The serpent said that death would not enter as she feared, and its words opened a smaller gate inside the larger one, where doubt could stand upright.

5. It taught her to desire sight without protection, saying their eyes would be opened and they would be as powers, knowing good and evil, judges without the strength of judgment.

6. The woman beheld the fruit: good for food, beautiful to the eye, and desirable as a key to wisdom.

7. She took and ate, and gave also to the man with her, and he ate.

8. Their eyes were opened, but not as lamps are opened; they were opened as wounds are opened, and the world entered where it had not been invited.

9. They knew their nakedness, and the skin became a border too thin for what now looked through them, too thin for the knowledge that had found blood.

10. They sewed leaves together and made coverings, teaching dead green things to stand between the body and the gaze.

11. They heard the Voice of the Name moving in the garden in the cool of the day, and the sound entered them like judgment before words, familiar and unbearable at once.

12. The man and his wife hid among the trees, though no tree can hide a creature from the One who named root and breath.

13. The Name called to the man and asked where he was, and the question measured more than place; it measured distance inside a creature made for nearness.

14. The man said he heard the Voice and was afraid because he was naked, and therefore he hid, as if leaves and distance could answer holiness.

15. The Name asked who had told him he was naked, and whether he had eaten from the forbidden tree.

16. The man pointed to the woman, and the woman pointed to the serpent, and blame became the first broken liturgy, each voice offering another body to the wound.

17. The Name spoke to the serpent and set it under the dust, cursing its motion and its hunger among all living things.

18. Enmity was placed between the serpent and the woman, between its seed and her seed, and history received a wound that would travel by birth, promise, blood, and fear.

19. To the woman came multiplied sorrow in conception, desire, and rule, for the body that could bear life would also bear the memory of breach.

20. To the man came the cursed ground, labor, thorns, sweat, and bread won from a world that now resisted his hand, as if soil itself remembered accusation.

21. Dust had given him shape, and to dust he would return, for the opened creature could not remain forever in an unguarded garden, eating life without healing.

22. The man called his wife Eve, because through her the living would pass, though every birth would cross the shadow of the gate.

23. The Name made garments of skin for the man and the woman, and clothed them with mercy that had learned the cost of covering, for innocence could no longer be their garment.

24. Then the Name drove them out from Eden, and at the east of the garden set cherubim and the turning flame, guarding the way to the tree of life until life could be borne again.

Chapter 4

1. Adam knew Eve his wife, and she conceived Cain, saying a man had been gotten under the shadow of the gate, though every cradle now stood east of Eden.

2. Again she bore Abel, his brother; Abel kept flocks, and Cain worked the ground that had learned resistance, each son serving a different face of the wounded world.

3. In time Cain brought fruit from the ground as an offering before the Name, carrying in his hands what the cursed soil allowed.

4. Abel brought firstlings from the flock, with their fat and heat, and blood stood near his gift, life answering life before speech.

5. The Name regarded Abel and his offering, but Cain and his offering remained unreceived, and Cain's face fell inward.

6. The Name asked Cain why wrath had entered his face and bent his countenance toward the ground.

7. If he did well, would not the gate lift; but if he did not, sin lay crouched close by, desiring him, patient as a thing that understood hunger.

8. Cain spoke with Abel in the field, and when no wall stood near them, he rose against his brother and slew him, making the first altar without command.

9. The Name asked Cain where Abel his brother was, and Cain answered with a question sharpened against mercy.

10. The Name said that Abel's blood had found a mouth in the ground, and the earth itself testified, unable to hide what it had received.

11. Therefore Cain was cursed from the soil which had opened to receive his brother's blood from his hand.

12. When he worked the ground, it would withhold its strength, and he would move as a fugitive under a sky that knew him, bearing a harvest of absence.

13. Cain said the burden was greater than he could bear, for every face might become a judge against him, and every road a court without walls.

14. He said he was driven from the face of the ground and hidden from the face of the Name, though hiding from presence is another form of being seen.

15. The Name set a sign upon Cain, not to cleanse him, but to bind vengeance from multiplying without measure, lest one murder become a language.

16. So Cain went out from the presence and dwelt eastward of Eden, in a land named by wandering.

17. Cain knew his wife, and Enoch was born; Cain built a city and named it after the son who carried his mark forward, stone gathered against wandering.

18. Unto Enoch was born Irad, and Irad begat Mehujael, and Mehujael begat Methusael, and Methusael begat Lamech, a chain of names under the mark.

19. Lamech took two wives, Adah and Zillah, and division entered the household as craft had entered the city.

20. Adah bore Jabal, father of those who dwell in tents and keep cattle beneath movable roofs, making exile portable and profitable.

21. His brother was Jubal, father of those who handle harp and pipe, teaching air to remember human sorrow and repeat it beautifully.

22. Zillah bore Tubal-cain, maker of edged brass and iron, and Naamah his sister was named among them, while the ground yielded tools and threats.

23. Lamech spoke to his wives of a man wounded and a young man slain, boasting that violence could sing.

24. If Cain was guarded sevenfold, Lamech claimed seventy and seven, and vengeance learned arithmetic, counting injury as if number could sanctify it.

25. Adam knew his wife again, and she bore Seth, saying another seed had been appointed where Abel's blood had been poured out.

26. To Seth also was born Enos; then men began to call upon the Name as if calling might keep the gate from closing and memory from drowning.

Chapter 5

1. This is the book of Adam's generations, the first ledger of breath after dust was taught to answer, and the first proof that names could survive death.

2. Male and female were made and blessed, and their name was mankind in the day they were given form.

3. Adam lived one hundred and thirty years and begat Seth in his likeness, image passing through wound and mercy, not pure, yet still recognizable.

4. After Seth, Adam begat sons and daughters, and his days stretched nine hundred and thirty years.

5. Then Adam returned to the dust that had lent him shape, and the first witness finished his long falling, leaving the ledger open.

6. Seth lived one hundred and five years and begat Enos, another thread in the narrowing signal.

7. Seth lived after Enos eight hundred and seven years, begetting sons and daughters, and the line continued as a low chant against oblivion.

8. All Seth's days were nine hundred and twelve years, and his breath at last released its charge.

9. Enos lived ninety years and begat Cainan, and the calling line passed through another name.

10. Enos lived after Cainan eight hundred and fifteen years, begetting sons and daughters, while the first calling hardened into memory and custom.

11. All Enos's days were nine hundred and five years, and the ground received him.

12. Cainan lived seventy years and begat Mahalaleel, praise crossing decay like a small lamp carried through a cavern.

13. Cainan lived after Mahalaleel eight hundred and forty years, begetting sons and daughters, carrying forward names that seemed ordinary until later doors opened.

14. All Cainan's days were nine hundred and ten years, and his number closed.

15. Mahalaleel lived sixty and five years and begat Jared, while the old pressure still lengthened flesh beyond later mercy.

16. Mahalaleel lived after Jared eight hundred and thirty years, begetting sons and daughters, and praise survived in houses where death was still counting.

17. All Mahalaleel's days were eight hundred ninety and five years, and he yielded to the sentence.

18. Jared lived one hundred sixty and two years and begat Enoch, whose name would trouble death.

19. Jared lived after Enoch eight hundred years, begetting sons and daughters, while the child who would not end like others walked beside him.

20. All Jared's days were nine hundred sixty and two years, and he passed into the ground.

21. Enoch lived sixty and five years and begat Methuselah, a long warning placed inside a son whose days would touch the waters.

22. Enoch walked with the Name after Methuselah three hundred years, begetting sons and daughters.

23. All Enoch's days were three hundred sixty and five years, a year of years sealed in flesh.

24. Enoch walked with the Name, and then he was not found, for he was taken beyond the ordinary gate, a breach without rot.

25. Methuselah lived one hundred eighty and seven years and begat Lamech, while judgment waited with patience.

26. Methuselah lived after Lamech seven hundred eighty and two years, begetting sons and daughters.

27. All Methuselah's days were nine hundred sixty and nine years, and the longest witness also fell silent.

28. Lamech lived one hundred eighty and two years and begat a son under a tired sky.

29. He called his name Noah, saying this one would bring rest concerning the ground the Name had cursed, though rest would first arrive as terror.

30. Lamech lived after Noah five hundred ninety and five years, begetting sons and daughters.

31. All Lamech's days were seven hundred seventy and seven years, and his hope passed to his son.

32. Noah was five hundred years old, and begat Shem, Ham, and Japheth, three branches before the waters rose and divided inheritance.

Chapter 6

1. When men multiplied upon the face of the earth, daughters were born, and beauty became visible to watchers, whose attention was older than desire.

2. Those called sons of the powers looked upon women born of mankind and took wives according to desire, crossing a boundary no hand had opened.

3. The Name said the spirit would not always strive with flesh, for flesh had become an open door, and the door had learned welcome.

4. Giants were in the earth in those days, and afterward also, when boundary crossed boundary and old strength entered human story under names men admired.

5. The Name saw that human wickedness had grown great, and every inward shaping of thought bent continually toward evil, as if imagination itself had been recruited.

6. The making of man grieved the Name within the created order, for mercy had become a road for violence, and patience fed the wound.

7. The Name declared that man, beast, creeping thing, and bird would be blotted from the face of the ground.

8. But Noah found grace in the sight of the Name, a single readable mark in a corrupted field, a line not yet surrendered.

9. These are Noah's generations: Noah was just in his generation, whole enough to walk where others had opened themselves.

10. Noah begat three sons: Shem, Ham, and Japheth, names that would carry the world through water.

11. The earth was corrupt before the Name, and violence filled it like a second atmosphere, breathed by men without astonishment.

12. The Name looked upon the earth, and all flesh had corrupted its way upon the earth.

13. The Name told Noah that the end of flesh had come before him, for the earth was filled with violence through them.

14. Noah was commanded to make an ark of prepared wood, with rooms within and pitch without and within.

15. Its measure was given in length, breadth, and height, for mercy itself required exact dimensions.

16. A window, a door, and lower, second, and third spaces were ordered, a portable partition against returning deep, built by measure against measureless water.

17. The Name would bring a flood of waters upon the earth to destroy all flesh in which breath moved.

18. Yet with Noah a covenant would be established, and he would enter the ark with his house, carrying relation into the sealed dark.

19. Of every living thing, pairs were to come inside, male and female, to keep life alive beneath judgment.

20. Bird, beast, and creeping thing would come by kinds, each carrying a fragment of the ordered world.

21. Food was to be gathered and kept, for survival also has cupboards and counting.

22. Noah did according to the command, and obedience became carpentry under a darkening sky, each board a refusal of corruption.

Chapter 7

1. The Name told Noah to enter the ark with his house, for he had been seen as just in that generation.

2. Of clean beasts he was to take by sevens, male and female, and of others by twos.

3. Birds also were gathered by sevens, to keep seed alive upon the face of the earth.

4. Seven days remained before rain would fall forty days and nights, and all living substance would be erased from the ground, save what mercy enclosed.

5. Noah did according to all that the Name commanded, and the door of obedience narrowed, until the world had one entrance.

6. Noah was six hundred years old when the flood of waters came upon the earth.

7. Noah entered the ark with sons, wife, and sons' wives, because of the waters.

8. Clean beasts, unclean beasts, birds, and creeping things came toward the ark according to their kinds.

9. They entered by pairs and measures, as commanded, life walking into judgment under a count, each kind becoming a remembered promise.

10. After seven days, the waters came upon the earth.

11. In Noah's six hundredth year, in the second month, on the seventeenth day, the deep broke open.

12. The fountains below were loosed, the windows above were opened, and the Partition remembered its first danger, upper and lower pressing toward reunion.

13. In that same day Noah, Shem, Ham, Japheth, Noah's wife, and the three wives entered the ark.

14. With them came beasts by kind, cattle by kind, creeping things by kind, and every bird by kind.

15. They went in unto Noah, two by two, all flesh in which breath moved.

16. Those entering were male and female, as commanded, and the Name shut him in, sealing both terror and refuge.

17. The flood was forty days upon the earth, and the waters lifted the ark above the old ground, making exile float.

18. The waters prevailed and increased greatly, and the ark moved upon the face of the waters, a small ordered world over unmaking.

19. The waters rose exceedingly, and all high hills under the whole heaven were covered.

20. Fifteen cubits upward the waters prevailed, and the mountains were hidden beneath the returning deep.

21. All flesh moving upon earth expired: bird, cattle, beast, creeping thing, and man.

22. All in whose nostrils was breath upon the dry land died beneath the opened waters.

23. Every living substance was wiped from the ground, and Noah alone remained with those held in the ark, a remnant listening to rain.

24. The waters prevailed upon the earth one hundred and fifty days, and memory had no shore.

Chapter 8

1. The Name remembered Noah and every living thing in the ark, and caused a wind to pass over the earth, breath moving again over drowned matter.

2. The fountains of the deep and the windows above were restrained, and rain withdrew its hand.

3. The waters returned from the earth continually, and after one hundred and fifty days they abated.

4. The ark rested in the seventh month, on the seventeenth day, upon the mountains of Ararat.

5. The waters decreased until the tenth month, and the tops of mountains appeared like witnesses surfacing, their stone heads breaking silence.

6. After forty days Noah opened the window he had made in the ark.

7. He sent forth a raven, and it went to and fro until the waters dried from the earth, black motion above judgment.

8. He sent a dove to see whether the waters had lessened from the face of the ground.

9. The dove found no rest for her foot and returned, for waters still covered the earth.

10. Noah waited seven other days and sent the dove again from the ark.

11. The dove returned at evening with an olive leaf, and green life spoke from beyond the hull, small and undeniable.

12. Noah waited seven other days and sent the dove, and she returned no more, for the world had made one small place where her foot could trust again.

13. In the six hundred and first year, first month, first day, the covering was removed from the ark.

14. Noah looked, and the face of the ground was drying, like a wound learning skin after long exposure.

15. In the second month, on the seven and twentieth day, the earth was dry.

16. The Name told Noah to go out, he and his wife, his sons, and their wives.

17. Every living thing was to go forth, breed, multiply, and refill the earth with ordered motion.

18. Noah went out with his sons, his wife, and his sons' wives.

19. Every beast, creeping thing, bird, and living kind went out by their families.

20. Noah built an altar and offered clean beasts and birds, and blood answered after water, heat rising where the flood had cooled the world.

21. The Name received the savor and said the ground would not again be cursed in this manner for man's sake, though man's heart still bent early toward evil.

22. While earth remains, seedtime and harvest, cold and heat, summer and winter, day and night shall not cease, and sequence would hold again.

Chapter 9

1. The Name blessed Noah and his sons, commanding them to be fruitful, multiply, and fill the earth.

2. Fear and dread of them would fall upon beast, bird, creeping thing, and fish, for the post-flood world would not be gentle.

3. Every moving thing that lived was given for food, as green herb had been given before.

4. But flesh with its life, its blood, they were not to eat.

5. Blood would be required from beast and man alike, for life had become accountable after the flood, and no spilling would be mute.

6. Whoever shed man's blood, by man his blood would be shed, for man still bore image under ruin.

7. They were to be fruitful and multiply, bringing forth abundantly in the earth.

8. The Name spoke to Noah and his sons, establishing covenant with them and their seed after them, a protocol for all flesh beneath the cloud.

9. The covenant also stood with every living creature: bird, cattle, beast, and all that went out of the ark.

10. Never again would all flesh be cut off by flood waters, nor would water erase the earth in that way.

11. The covenant was set not only in word, but in the pressure of the sky.

12. The Name gave a sign for perpetual generations between presence, flesh, and earth, a visible clause written where storms still gather.

13. The bow was set in the cloud, a curved restraint above the world that had drowned, color bent into remembered mercy.

14. When cloud came over the earth, the bow would appear in the cloud.

15. The Name would remember the covenant between itself and every living creature of all flesh, and memory itself became protection.

16. The bow would be seen, and the waters would not again become a world-ending undoing.

17. Thus the sign stood between the Name and all flesh upon the earth.

18. The sons of Noah leaving the ark were Shem, Ham, and Japheth; Ham was father of Canaan.

19. Of these three the whole earth was overspread, and the nations were folded inside a family.

20. Noah began as husbandman and planted a vineyard, teaching the wounded ground to bear sweetness, and sweetness found a hidden danger.

21. He drank of the wine and was uncovered within his tent, and shame entered the rescued house, proving water had not washed all breach away.

22. Ham, father of Canaan, saw his father's nakedness and told his brothers outside.

23. Shem and Japheth took a garment, walked backward, and covered their father without feeding the wound, honoring what they refused to consume.

24. Noah awoke from wine and knew what his younger son had done unto him.

25. He said Canaan was cursed, a servant of servants among his brethren.

26. He blessed the Name of Shem and said Canaan would serve him.

27. He asked enlargement for Japheth, that he might dwell in the tents of Shem, and Canaan serve.

28. Noah lived after the flood three hundred and fifty years, carrying both covenant and shame, a long afterlife beneath the bow.

29. All Noah's days were nine hundred and fifty years, and the flood witness went down to dust.

Chapter 10

1. These are the generations of Noah's sons, Shem, Ham, and Japheth, from whom nations rose after the flood.

2. The sons of Japheth were Gomer, Magog, Madai, Javan, Tubal, Meshech, and Tiras.

3. The sons of Gomer were Ashkenaz, Riphath, and Togarmah, names moving northward like lights under cloud.

4. The sons of Javan were Elishah, Tarshish, Kittim, and Dodanim, sea-names and coastlands taking speech.

5. By these the isles of the nations were divided, each by tongue, family, and boundary, geography becoming memory in motion.

6. The sons of Ham were Cush, Mizraim, Phut, and Canaan, names heavy with future empire and wound, each carrying more than ancestry.

7. The sons of Cush were Seba, Havilah, Sabtah, Raamah, and Sabtecha; Raamah begat Sheba and Dedan.

8. Cush begat Nimrod, who began to be mighty in the earth, as if strength had found a tower inside flesh and called itself kingdom.

9. Nimrod was a mighty hunter before the Name, and his fame moved like a horn through generations, summoning men toward administered awe.

10. The beginning of his kingdom was Babel, Erech, Accad, and Calneh in the land of Shinar, where brick would learn ambition.

11. From that land he went toward Asshur and built Nineveh, Rehoboth, Calah, and Resen.

12. Resen lay between Nineveh and Calah, a great city set where future warnings would gather, though the warning was not yet heard.

13. Mizraim begat Ludim, Anamim, Lehabim, Naphtuhim, Pathrusim, Casluhim, and Caphtorim, each name a sealed room in the house of later history.

14. From these came peoples whose later names would carry wars, coasts, and old hostilities.

15. Canaan begat Sidon his firstborn, and Heth, and the line of border-cities began, each border already trembling with future claim.

16. The Jebusite, Amorite, Girgasite, Hivite, Arkite, Sinite, Arvadite, Zemarite, and Hamathite spread abroad.

17. Afterward the families of Canaan were scattered, each name becoming a future pressure point, a place where promise would meet resistance.

18. The border of Canaan reached from Sidon toward Gerar and Gaza, then toward Sodom, Gomorrah, Admah, and Zeboim, names already shadowed.

19. These were the sons of Ham by families, tongues, countries, and nations, each boundary remembering water.

20. Unto Shem also children were born, Shem elder of Japheth and father of all children of Eber.

21. The sons of Shem were Elam, Asshur, Arphaxad, Lud, and Aram.

22. The sons of Aram were Uz, Hul, Gether, and Mash, small branches entering the ledger of earth.

23. Arphaxad begat Salah, and Salah begat Eber, and the narrowing line began to sound beneath the wider map.

24. Unto Eber were born two sons: Peleg, for in his days the earth was divided, and Joktan, keeper of another spreading.

25. Joktan begat Almodad, Sheleph, Hazarmaveth, Jerah, Hadoram, Uzal, Diklah, Obal, Abimael, and Sheba.

26. He also begat Ophir, Havilah, and Jobab, and all these were sons of Joktan.

27. Their dwelling stretched from Mesha toward Sephar, a mount of the east.

28. These were the sons of Shem by families, tongues, lands, and nations, the blessed line still set among ordinary maps.

29. These are the families of Noah's sons after their generations and nations, not dead syllables, but the first inventory of scattered mankind.

30. From these the nations were divided in the earth after the flood, and division became both mercy and wound.

31. The table of names was not ornament, but a map of where human speech would become gates, empires, altars, markets, and wars.

32. So the earth was portioned by family and tongue, and every border carried a memory of judgment, mercy, and coming summons.

Chapter 11

1. The whole earth had one speech and one set of words, and language moved like a single river, clear enough to become dangerous.

2. As they journeyed from the east, they found a plain in Shinar and dwelt there.

3. They said to one another that brick should be made and burned thoroughly, teaching earth to imitate stone, and making permanence by furnace.

4. They used brick for stone and slime for mortar, building with the patience of fear, every layer a refusal to scatter.

5. They said they would build a city and tower with its head toward heaven, and make a name lest they scatter, as if name could replace calling.

6. The tower was not height only; it was a receiver, an engine of unified address, aiming human speech at the wrong door.

7. The Name came down to see the city and tower which the children of men built.

8. The Name said the people were one, and with one language nothing they imagined would be withheld.

9. Therefore the language was confounded, not as petty punishment, but as mercy against one terrible mouth, and words fell into nations.

10. The Name scattered them from there upon the face of all the earth, and the city was left unfinished.

11. Its name was Babel, because there speech was broken and the nations were spared from one voice, one tower, and one ruin.

12. These are the generations of Shem: Shem was one hundred years old and begat Arphaxad after the flood, the chosen thread reappearing.

13. Shem lived after Arphaxad five hundred years, begetting sons and daughters, and the flood memory diminished but did not vanish.

14. Arphaxad lived five and thirty years and begat Salah, carrying the line through shortened time.

15. Arphaxad lived after Salah four hundred and three years, begetting sons and daughters, while years shortened like a lamp trimmed lower.

16. Salah lived thirty years and begat Eber, and the name that would matter narrowed again, hidden inside ordinary begetting.

17. Salah lived after Eber four hundred and three years, begetting sons and daughters, and the covenant road remained hidden inside household continuance.

18. Eber lived four and thirty years and begat Peleg, child of division, born into a world that could no longer speak as one.

19. Eber lived after Peleg four hundred and thirty years, begetting sons and daughters.

20. Peleg lived thirty years and begat Reu, as the earth's divided memory settled into families.

21. Peleg lived after Reu two hundred and nine years, begetting sons and daughters.

22. Reu lived two and thirty years and begat Serug, another hinge in the narrowing chain.

23. Reu lived after Serug two hundred and seven years, begetting sons and daughters.

24. Serug lived thirty years and begat Nahor, and the line moved toward a still-hidden call, quiet as seed in dry ground.

25. Serug lived after Nahor two hundred years, begetting sons and daughters.

26. Nahor lived nine and twenty years and begat Terah, whose house would stand near departure.

27. Nahor lived after Terah one hundred and nineteen years, begetting sons and daughters.

28. Terah lived seventy years and begat Abram, Nahor, and Haran, three names before the next covenant, though none yet saw the road.

29. Haran begat Lot and died before Terah his father in Ur of the Chaldees, under his native sky, leaving kinship wounded.

30. Abram and Nahor took wives; Abram's wife was Sarai, and Nahor's wife was Milcah, daughter of Haran.

31. Sarai was barren, and no child opened her womb, so promise waited where nature had closed, preparing a sign beyond flesh.

32. Terah took Abram, Lot, and Sarai from Ur toward Canaan, but they dwelt in Haran, where Terah died, and the unfinished journey waited for a voice.

Chapter 12

1. The Name spoke to Abram and called him from country, kindred, and father's house, into a land not yet held but already aware of him, as if geography itself had been waiting to receive a name.

2. A great nation would be made from him, and his name would be enlarged, not for vanity, but as a handle for blessing, a human label strong enough to carry more than human memory and survive the misreadings of nations.

3. Those blessing him would be blessed, and those lightening him would be answered by weight; through him the families of earth would meet a hidden pressure, not as rumor, but as a force moving through household and road.

4. Abram departed according to the word, and Lot went with him; Abram was seventy and five years old when the road took him, old enough to know that leaving is rarely romantic.

5. Sarai his wife, Lot his brother's son, their substance, and the souls gathered in Haran went toward Canaan, and into Canaan they came, bearing tents like temporary skins around a promise without walls.

6. Abram passed through the land to Shechem and the plain of Moreh, while the Canaanite was already in the land like an older inscription, proof that calling would not descend into an empty field.

7. The Name appeared to Abram and said the land would be given to his seed, and Abram built an altar where unseen promise touched visible ground, stone answering a future no eye could yet count.

8. He moved to the mountain east of Bethel, pitched his tent between Bethel and Hai, built another altar, and called upon the Name, making worship a line of markers across uncertainty.

9. Abram journeyed still toward the south, following promise without yet possessing anything but direction, and the road itself became his first inheritance beneath a watchful sky.

10. Famine came into the land, and Abram went down into Egypt to sojourn there, for hunger tests even a called man, and the promised ground could still refuse bread.

11. Near Egypt he said to Sarai his wife that her beauty would make him visible to danger, and fear began speaking before faith could answer.

12. He feared the Egyptians would kill him for her sake and leave him outside the promise he could not secure, as though survival could be guarded by a fractured word.

13. He asked her to say she was his sister, that his life might be preserved through her word, and the covenant house learned how quickly fear can recruit the tongue when empire waits nearby.

14. When Abram entered Egypt, the Egyptians saw Sarai, and her beauty became known in the house of power, where desire could quickly become policy and policy could become a net.

15. Pharaoh's princes praised her before Pharaoh, and the woman was taken into Pharaoh's house, where empire tried to touch the covenant vessel, not knowing how near it had come to forbidden pressure.

16. Abram was treated well for her sake, receiving sheep, oxen, asses, servants, maids, and camels, wealth gathered under a wound and counted by a compromised house.

17. But the Name struck Pharaoh and his house with great plagues because of Sarai, guarding the hidden line before it was named, and making disease a border where human speech had failed.

18. Pharaoh called Abram and asked why this thing had been done, and why the woman had been concealed from him by half-truth.

19. He returned Sarai and sent Abram away, recognizing danger around what he had not understood, and empire retreated before an unnamed boundary.

20. Pharaoh commanded men concerning Abram, and they sent him out with his wife and all that he had, wealth and shame traveling together, while Egypt learned that not every foreign woman could be gathered into power.

Chapter 13

1. Abram went up from Egypt, he and his wife and all that he had, and Lot with him, into the south, carrying consequence with gathered wealth.

2. Abram was very rich in cattle, silver, and gold, and abundance became another field where promise could be tested, for scarcity is not the only danger to a called house.

3. He went by journeys from the south to Bethel, to the place where his tent had first stood between Bethel and Hai.

4. He came to the altar made at the beginning, and there Abram called again upon the Name, returning his wealth to remembrance, lest abundance make him forget the voice.

5. Lot also had flocks, herds, and tents, and his increase moved beside Abram like a second camp.

6. The land could not bear them dwelling together, for their substance was great and space itself became contention, as if blessing without boundary could harden into strife.

7. Strife arose between Abram's herdsmen and Lot's herdsmen, while Canaanite and Perizzite watched from the land, seeing promise nearly quarrel with itself.

8. Abram told Lot that strife should not remain between kin, nor between their servants, because they were brothers under one road.

9. He set the land before Lot and offered separation, left from right or right from left, making peace by opening distance.

10. Lot looked over the plain of Jordan and saw it watered everywhere, like a garden and like Egypt before judgment had touched it, choosing by sight before he understood what sight conceals.

11. Lot chose all the plain of Jordan and journeyed east, and the two men separated from one another.

12. Abram dwelt in Canaan, while Lot dwelt among the cities of the plain and pitched toward Sodom, drawing his tent near a civic mouth already learning to devour.

13. The men of Sodom were wicked and exposed before the Name, their city already leaning toward its own investigation, though its markets still opened and its gates still judged.

14. After Lot separated, the Name told Abram to lift his sight north, south, east, and west.

15. All the land that he saw would be given to him and to his seed for an age beyond counting, not because his eye owned it, but because promise made sight prophetic.

16. His seed would be made as the dust of the earth, too numerous for ordinary measure, a promise scattered under his feet.

17. He was told to walk through the land in length and breadth, for promise must learn the ground it will later claim, step after step marking invisible survey beneath ordinary dust.

18. Abram moved his tent to the oaks of Mamre in Hebron and built an altar there, another mark where unseen title touched soil and the wandering house became legible to heaven.

Chapter 14

1. In the days of Amraphel, Arioch, Chedorlaomer, and Tidal, kings moved like weather across the plain, gathering cities into storms of tribute, rebellion, and retaliating force.

2. They made war with Bera, Birsha, Shinab, Shemeber, and the king of Bela, cities gathered under names already trembling, their titles sounding like doors in a collapsing house under wind.

3. These joined in the vale of Siddim, which would later be remembered by salt and ruin, though for now it still held armies.

4. Twelve years they served Chedorlaomer, and in the thirteenth year they rebelled, for even tribute keeps count.

5. In the fourteenth year Chedorlaomer and the kings with him struck the Rephaim, Zuzim, Emim, and Horites, old peoples under old pressures, names with the weight of pre-Israel memory.

6. They struck the Horites in mount Seir to El-paran near the wilderness, pushing violence toward the edge of habitation.

7. They returned and struck En-mishpat, the Amalekite country, and the Amorites dwelling in Hazezon-tamar.

8. The kings of Sodom, Gomorrah, Admah, Zeboiim, and Bela went out and joined battle in the vale of Siddim.

9. Four kings stood against five, and the field became a ledger of power before Abram's name entered war.

10. The vale had slime pits, and the kings of Sodom and Gomorrah fled there; the rest fled to the mountain.

11. The victors took the goods of Sodom and Gomorrah and their food, and departed with the cities' appetite in their hands, carrying away abundance that had not learned righteousness.

12. They also took Lot, Abram's brother's son, who dwelt in Sodom, and his goods, and carried him away, so his chosen plain yielded captivity before fire.

13. One who escaped came and told Abram the Hebrew, who dwelt by Mamre with Aner and Eshcol, allies under the oaks.

14. When Abram heard that his kin was taken, he armed trained servants born in his house, three hundred and eighteen, and pursued to Dan, turning household order into rescue without becoming a king.

15. He divided against them by night, he and his servants, struck them, and pursued them unto Hobah beyond Damascus, using darkness without surrendering to it.

16. He brought back the goods, Lot his kin, the women, and the people, returning what violence had swallowed, and the promise-bearer stood briefly as deliverer in a land not yet his.

17. The king of Sodom went out to meet him after the slaughter, coming from a city not yet judged but already known.

18. Melchizedek, ruler of peace's city, brought bread and wine, serving a high order older than Abram's house yet not hostile to it.

19. He blessed Abram by the possessor of heaven and earth, naming scale around the wanderer, so the rescue would not shrink into mere military success.

20. He blessed the high possessor who had delivered Abram's enemies into his hand, and Abram gave him a tenth of all, acknowledging an order above rescue, kings, and recovered goods.

21. The king of Sodom asked for the persons and offered Abram the goods, as if rescued life and city wealth could be divided cleanly.

22. Abram said he had lifted his hand to the possessor of heaven and earth, and would not take thread or shoe-latchet, refusing even small dependence.

23. He refused Sodom's enrichment, lest that city say it had made Abram rich and place its stain upon the promise, for not every gift can be washed clean by receiving it, and some wealth keeps the smell of its city.

24. Only what the young men had eaten and the portion of Aner, Eshcol, and Mamre would remain, for allies had their due, and righteousness did not cancel obligation.

Chapter 15

1. After these things the word came to Abram in a vision, telling him not to fear, for his defense and reward stood beyond kings, beyond spoil, and beyond the arithmetic of visible heirs.

2. Abram asked what could be given while he went childless, and the steward of his house stood nearest to inheritance.

3. He said no seed had been given, and one born in his house would become heir, a practical answer to an impossible promise, the sort of answer age invents when silence grows long.

4. The word answered that the steward would not inherit him, but one from his own body would come forth.

5. He was brought outside and told to behold the heavens and count the stars if count could master them, and the night became a ledger too vast for human fingers.

6. So would his seed be, and Abram believed the Name; the belief was counted to him as right alignment, a human yes set under immeasurable lights.

7. The Name said he had been brought from Ur of the Chaldees to inherit this land, promise tied to departure, and inheritance made dependent on leaving.

8. Abram asked how he would know that he would inherit it, and the question opened a ritual of terror, because covenant knowledge would arrive through bodies, darkness, and fire.

9. He was told to bring a heifer, goat, ram, turtledove, and young pigeon, life arranged for covenant cutting, species and age ordered into witness.

10. Abram divided the beasts in the midst and set the pieces against one another, but the birds he did not divide.

11. Birds of prey descended upon the carcasses, and Abram drove them away, guarding the bodies until night could speak, as though interruption itself desired the covenant pieces.

12. As the sun went down, deep sleep fell on Abram, and a great dark dread fell upon him like weight from outside time, not nightmare only, but history pressing backward into one man.

13. He was told that his seed would be strangers in a land not theirs, serving under affliction for four hundred years, promise carrying bondage inside its own announcement.

14. That nation would be judged, and afterward the seed would come out with great substance, sorrow carrying future spoil, as if bondage itself would be made to surrender interest under command.

15. Abram would go to his fathers in peace and be buried in a good old age, before the furnace of bondage opened, spared from seeing the long pressure.

16. In the fourth generation they would return, for the iniquity of the Amorite had not yet reached its full measure, and judgment would not move before the measure was full.

17. When the sun went down and darkness came, a vessel of smoke and a blade of fire passed between the divided pieces, presence crossing where Abram could not walk.

18. In that day covenant was cut with Abram, giving his seed the land from Egypt's river to the great river Euphrates, boundary spoken through slaughtered silence.

19. The Kenite, Kenizzite, Kadmonite, Hittite, Perizzite, Rephaim, Amorite, Canaanite, Girgashite, and Jebusite were named, each people a living boundary rather than a blank in the promise, and each name a future encounter with bodies, altars, cities, and fear.

20. Their names were not filler but occupants in the charged field, peoples already within the promised boundary.

21. The covenant did not erase them at once; it set a future pressure under every name.

Chapter 16

1. Sarai, Abram's wife, bore him no child; she had an Egyptian maid named Hagar, a woman drawn into promise without choosing it, already carrying empire's shadow inside the tent.

2. Sarai told Abram that her womb was restrained and offered the maid, seeking to build by human arrangement what promise had delayed, and sorrow disguised itself as management.

3. After ten years in Canaan, Sarai took Hagar and gave her to Abram as wife, and the household made strategy out of barrenness, turning delay into hierarchy.

4. Hagar conceived, and when conception stood in her body, her mistress became diminished in her eyes, for flesh had answered where status had commanded.

5. Sarai spoke to Abram of wrong done to her, saying the maid's contempt had risen from the plan now turned against her.

6. Abram placed the maid in Sarai's hand, and Sarai dealt harshly with her, so Hagar fled into the wilderness, carrying another household's wound beneath her ribs.

7. A messenger of the Name found her by a spring of water in the wilderness, on the way toward Shur.

8. He called her Hagar, Sarai's maid, and asked whence she came and where she would go, naming both bondage and flight, making her story speak before command returned.

9. She said she fled from her mistress; the messenger told her to return and submit beneath the hard roof she had left.

10. Yet her seed would be multiplied beyond counting, a promise given to a woman outside the chosen household's comfort, because mercy moved beyond household permission and found her beside water.

11. She would bear a son named Ishmael, because her affliction had been heard, and the child's name would remember sound where others had heard only inconvenience.

12. He would be a wild strength among men, his hand against many and many hands against him, dwelling before his brothers, not erased by conflict but marked by it.

13. Hagar named the presence who spoke to her as the one who sees, for she had lived after being seen, and the wilderness became witness against every house that thought her invisible.

14. Therefore the well was called by the living sight, standing between Kadesh and Bered, water remembering witness, a place-name born from survival.

15. Hagar bore Abram a son, and Abram called the son Ishmael, according to the word given in the wilderness.

16. Abram was eighty and six years old when Hagar bore Ishmael, and promise now carried household fracture beside it, a living son and a living complication.

Chapter 17

1. When Abram was ninety and nine years old, the Name appeared and commanded him to walk before presence and be whole.

2. Covenant would be set between them, and Abram would be multiplied exceedingly, a single body turned toward nations, his private flesh made public in history.

3. Abram fell on his face, for the word made posture before it made law.

4. He would become father of many nations, and the promise widened beyond what one tent could contain.

5. His name would no longer be Abram, but Abraham, because his name had to be enlarged to bear the charge, and language itself had to make room.

6. He would be fruitful, nations would come from him, and kings would go out from his line like visible consequences, authority branching from a wanderer's altered name.

7. The covenant would stand between the Name and Abraham and his seed after him for perpetual generations, a thread drawn through bodies no age could fully own.

8. The land of his sojourning, all Canaan, would be given as lasting possession, and presence would be his people's God.

9. Abraham and his seed were to keep covenant after him, generation by generation, each son receiving memory before understanding.

10. Every male among them was to be circumcised, a bodily sign where promise entered flesh and flesh remembered promise, marking generation at the gate of generation.

11. The foreskin would be cut as covenant token, a mark not on stone but on vulnerable body.

12. At eight days old every male in the house would receive the sign, whether born there or bought from a stranger.

13. The house-born and money-bought alike must be marked, and the covenant would be in their flesh, making status secondary to sign.

14. The uncircumcised male would be cut off from his people, because the sign refused is covenant broken.

15. Sarai his wife would no longer be called Sarai, but Sarah, her name opened for the promise it had not yet borne, as if the womb and the word were altered together.

16. She would be blessed, and a son would be given from her; nations and kings would come through the woman counted barren.

17. Abraham fell on his face and laughed inwardly, asking whether a child could be born to a hundred-year man and ninety-year woman, while covenant pressed beyond the body's testimony.

18. He asked that Ishmael might live before the Name, love and practical desire speaking beside impossible promise, because the existing son already had a father's heart.

19. The answer named Sarah's son Isaac, and covenant would be established with him and his seed after him.

20. Ishmael was heard also: he would be blessed, fruitful, multiplied, father of twelve princes, and made a great nation, because being outside the chosen route was not the same as being unseen.

21. Yet the covenant would be established with Isaac, whom Sarah would bear at the appointed time in the next year, time itself receiving an appointment it could not refuse.

22. When the speaking ended, the presence went up from Abraham, leaving body, house, and time altered, and the camp could not return to ordinary flesh.

23. Abraham took Ishmael, all born in his house, and all bought with money, every male among his household, and circumcised them that day.

24. Abraham was ninety and nine years old when the covenant sign entered his flesh.

25. Ishmael his son was thirteen years old when the sign entered him also.

26. In the same day Abraham and Ishmael were marked, father and son under one cut yet different covenant routes.

27. All the men of the house, born there or bought from strangers, were marked with him, and the household became visible in flesh, covenant written where no borrowed altar could substitute.

Chapter 18

1. The Name appeared to Abraham by the oaks of Mamre as he sat in the tent door in the heat of day, when ordinary light made the impossible almost domestic.

2. He lifted his eyes and saw three men standing near him; he ran to meet them and bowed himself toward the ground.

3. He begged them not to pass by his servant if he had found favor before them.

4. Water was fetched for their feet, and they rested under the tree, hospitality becoming a shelter for more than strangers, a human custom stretched around unbearable visitation.

5. He brought bread to strengthen their hearts before they passed on, not knowing all the weight that had entered his shade, nor how a meal could host judgment.

6. Abraham hastened into the tent to Sarah and commanded fine meal to be made into cakes, urgency moving through domestic labor before revelation spoke plainly.

7. He ran to the herd, took a tender calf, and gave it to a young man, who prepared it quickly.

8. He set butter, milk, and the calf before them, and stood by them under the tree as they ate, watching the unseen accept the shape of a meal.

9. They asked where Sarah his wife was; he said she was in the tent, hidden yet already addressed.

10. One said he would return according to the time of life, and Sarah would have a son.

11. Sarah heard in the tent door behind him, while age stood around her like closed architecture.

12. Abraham and Sarah were old, and the manner of women had ceased with Sarah; her body had become a sealed room, and the promise chose that door.

13. Sarah laughed within herself, asking whether delight could come after wasting, and whether her old lord could share it.

14. The Name asked Abraham why Sarah laughed and whether anything was too hard for the one who set time, as though age were merely a curtain to be moved.

15. At the appointed season the son would come; Sarah denied laughter because she was afraid, but the word said she had laughed.

16. The men rose and looked toward Sodom, and Abraham went with them to bring them on their way, hospitality escorting judgment to the road.

17. The Name asked whether Abraham should be hidden from what was about to be done, because covenant friendship now carried terrifying disclosure.

18. Abraham would become a great and mighty nation, and all nations would be touched through him, so his hearing of judgment was part of his formation.

19. He was known that he might command his children after him to keep the way of justice and judgment, so revelation would become household instruction.

20. The outcry of Sodom and Gomorrah was great, and their sin was heavy, pressing upward like smoke before fire, a civic sound no wall could muffle.

21. The Name would go down and see whether the outcry matched the city, for judgment itself entered investigation.

22. The men turned toward Sodom, but Abraham still stood before the presence.

23. Abraham drew near and asked whether the righteous would be swept away with the wicked, learning that covenant speech could stand near judgment and plead.

24. If fifty righteous were inside the city, would the place not be spared for their sake, a whole city balanced against hidden remnant.

25. Far be it from the judge of all earth to slay righteous with wicked, he said, pleading justice against annihilation, as if mercy could be argued from the character of the judge and not merely begged from fear.

26. The answer said the city would be spared if fifty righteous were found there.

27. Abraham answered that he was dust and ashes, yet had taken upon himself to speak.

28. If five were lacking from fifty, would all be destroyed; the answer spared for forty and five.

29. He spoke again for forty, and the answer held back destruction for forty.

30. He asked that anger not burn while he spoke for thirty, and the answer spared for thirty.

31. He dared again for twenty, and the answer spared for twenty, mercy descending by counted steps.

32. He asked once more, only this time, for ten; the answer spared for ten.

33. When speaking ceased, the presence departed, and Abraham returned to his place while Sodom remained under counting, its streets measured by a number it could not meet.

Chapter 19

1. Two messengers came to Sodom at evening, and Lot sat in the gate; seeing them, he rose and bowed toward the ground, a righteous habit surviving in a dangerous seat.

2. He urged them to turn aside into his house, wash their feet, lodge, and rise early, but they said they would remain in the street, exposing how unsafe the open city had become.

3. He pressed them greatly, and they entered his house; he made a feast and unleavened bread, and they ate, while the city outside prepared its own testimony.

4. Before they lay down, the men of the city surrounded the house, old and young, all quarters gathered into one appetite.

5. They called to Lot for the strangers, demanding exposure, and the city revealed itself by what it desired to do, turning hospitality into prey.

6. Lot went out to them and shut the door behind him, standing between his threshold and the mob.

7. He begged them not to do wickedly, but his plea was tangled in the broken customs of that place.

8. He offered what should never be offered, proving that even the rescued household had learned the city's crooked measure, and that dwelling near rot teaches compromise.

9. They mocked him as a sojourner made judge, and pressed hard upon him to break the door.

10. The messengers stretched out their hands, pulled Lot inside, and shut the door against the city, and the threshold became a line between mercy and appetite.

11. They struck the men outside with blindness, small and great, and the mob wearied itself hunting for the door it had already lost, desire continuing after perception failed.

12. The messengers asked Lot whom he still had there: sons, daughters, sons-in-law, and whatever kin belonged to him in the city.

13. They said the place would be destroyed, because the outcry had grown great before the Name.

14. Lot went to his sons-in-law, who were to marry his daughters, and warned them, but his words sounded like mockery, for a compromised witness rarely sounds like warning until fire comes.

15. When morning arose, the messengers urged Lot to take wife and daughters lest he be consumed in the city's iniquity.

16. He lingered, and the men seized his hand, his wife's hand, and his daughters' hands, mercy becoming force because hesitation had become deadly.

17. They brought them out and told them to escape for life, not looking behind and not staying in all the plain, for some places must not be remembered by longing.

18. Lot begged not to flee to the mountain, fearing evil would overtake him there, his rescue still shaped by city fear.

19. He asked for a little city near enough to reach, because his soul could not imagine survival beyond walls.

20. The request was granted, and the small city would be spared for his entering, a narrow mercy around weakness.

21. He was told to hasten, for nothing could be done until he arrived there, judgment held back by one staggering household.

22. Therefore the city was called Zoar, little place of delay before judgment fell.

23. The sun had risen upon the earth when Lot entered Zoar, ordinary morning shining over extraordinary delay.

24. Then fire and burning matter came upon Sodom and Gomorrah, falling from above as judgment opened in the sky, and the plain learned another kind of rain, one no seed desired.

25. The cities, the plain, the inhabitants, and the growth of the ground were overthrown.

26. Lot's wife looked back from behind him and became a pillar of salt, memory arrested where longing turned.

27. Abraham rose early to the place where he had stood before the presence.

28. He looked toward Sodom and Gomorrah and the plain, and saw smoke rising like a furnace plume, the answer to his pleading written in ash.

29. When the cities of the plain were destroyed, Abraham was remembered, and Lot was sent out from the overthrow.

30. Lot went up from Zoar and dwelt in the mountain with his two daughters, for he feared the little city he had asked for, fear surviving even granted mercy.

31. The firstborn said to the younger that their father was old and no man remained near to preserve seed according to earth.

32. They made their father drink wine and acted from fear of extinction, carrying city-ruin into cave-strategy, as if the destroyed plain still dictated survival.

33. The firstborn lay with her father, and he did not discern her lying down or rising.

34. On the next day the firstborn told the younger, and the pattern was repeated under the cave's closed dark.

35. They made their father drink wine again, and the younger lay with him; he did not discern her lying down or rising.

36. Thus both daughters conceived by their father, survival becoming a wound that would walk forward as nations, kinship carrying smoke beneath its skin.

37. The firstborn bore Moab, father of Moab, a people with a name rooted in the cave.

38. The younger bore Ben-ammi, father of Ammon, and the smoke of Sodom entered later history through kinship.

Chapter 20

1. Abraham journeyed toward the south country, dwelt between Kadesh and Shur, and sojourned in Gerar.

2. He said again of Sarah his wife that she was his sister, and Abimelech king of Gerar took Sarah, repeating the old fracture as if fear had learned nothing.

3. The Name came to Abimelech in a dream by night and told him he was a dead man because of the woman taken, making sleep a court where kings could not command.

4. Abimelech had not touched her, and he asked whether a righteous nation would also be slain.

5. He said Abraham had called her sister, and she herself had said he was her brother; he had acted with clean hands, yet clean intention had still approached a lethal boundary.

6. The dream answered that his integrity was known, and therefore he had been kept from touching her, restraint arriving before guilt became irreversible in flesh.

7. He was commanded to restore the man's wife, for Abraham was a prophet and would pray for him, and the endangered household would become the king's path back to life.

8. Abimelech rose early, called his servants, and told them all these things, and the men feared greatly, court and household waking under dream-law.

9. He called Abraham and asked what had been done to them, and what offense had brought such danger on his kingdom.

10. He asked what Abraham saw, that he had done this thing in Gerar.

11. Abraham said he thought reverence was absent from the place, and that they would kill him for Sarah.

12. He also said she was indeed his sister by father's house but not by mother's house, and she became his wife, a half-truth technically shaped and spiritually dangerous.

13. When he was caused to wander from his father's house, he had asked Sarah to show this kindness in every place.

14. Abimelech gave sheep, oxen, servants, and maidservants, and restored Sarah to Abraham.

15. He set the land before Abraham and told him to dwell where it pleased him, royal fear making room for the stranger.

16. To Sarah he gave silver as a covering of eyes before all with her, and she was vindicated, not as property returned, but as the guarded bearer of promise.

17. Abraham prayed, and the Name healed Abimelech, his wife, and his maidservants, and they bore children.

18. For the wombs of Abimelech's house had been closed because of Sarah, the promise guarded by restraint, and the bodies of a king's house learned boundary.

Chapter 21

1. The Name visited Sarah as spoken, and did for her as promised, opening what age had sealed, so the impossible entered the tent crying like any child.

2. Sarah conceived and bore Abraham a son in his old age, at the appointed time named by the word.

3. Abraham called the son Isaac, laughter made flesh and covenant made small enough to hold, wash, nurse, and circumcise.

4. He circumcised Isaac on the eighth day, as commanded, and the infant body received the sign before speech, promise preceding consent and memory preceding choice.

5. Abraham was one hundred years old when Isaac was born to him.

6. Sarah said laughter had been made for her, and all who heard would laugh with her, wonder turning into communal sound after years of closed silence.

7. She asked who would have said Sarah would nurse children, yet she had borne a son to Abraham in his age.

8. The child grew and was weaned, and Abraham made a great feast on the day Isaac was weaned.

9. Sarah saw the son of Hagar the Egyptian mocking, and old fracture entered the feast, because joy in one line did not silence grief in another.

10. She told Abraham to cast out the bondwoman and her son, for that son would not inherit with Isaac.

11. The matter grieved Abraham greatly because of his son, for covenant selection did not erase fatherly pain.

12. The Name told Abraham not to be grieved over the boy and maid, but to hear Sarah, for Isaac carried the called seed.

13. The son of the bondwoman would also become a nation, because he was Abraham's seed, and the wilderness promise from years before had not been forgotten.

14. Abraham rose early, gave bread and a skin of water to Hagar, put the child with her, and sent her away, obedience cutting across fatherhood.

15. She wandered in the wilderness of Beer-sheba, and when the water was spent, she cast the child under a shrub.

16. She sat far off, saying she could not see the child's death, and lifted her voice and wept, while the boy lay beneath thin shade and spent water.

17. The child's voice was heard, and the messenger called to Hagar from heaven, asking what troubled her, though her tears had already answered.

18. She was told to rise, lift the lad, and hold him, for he would become a great nation, and the dying place became a beginning.

19. Her eyes were opened, and she saw a well of water; she filled the skin and gave the boy drink, sight becoming salvation before doctrine could form.

20. The Name was with the boy, and he grew, dwelt in the wilderness, and became an archer.

21. He dwelt in Paran, and his mother took him a wife from Egypt, joining wilderness survival to another house, and Hagar's line continued beyond the casting out.

22. At that time Abimelech and Phichol spoke to Abraham, saying the Name was with him in all he did.

23. They asked him to swear not to deal falsely with them, their son, or their son's son, but according to kindness.

24. Abraham said he would swear, yet reproved Abimelech because of a well of water taken by servants, for covenant land begins with disputed water.

25. Abimelech said he did not know who had done it, and had heard of it only that day.

26. Abraham took sheep and oxen and gave them to Abimelech, and the two made covenant.

27. Abraham set seven ewe lambs of the flock by themselves as witness, living counters beside disputed water.

28. Abimelech asked what the seven lambs meant, set apart from the rest.

29. Abraham said they should be taken from his hand as witness that he had dug the well.

30. Therefore the place was called Beer-sheba, because there they both swore, and the well carried oath in its name.

31. Abimelech and Phichol rose and returned
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