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​Chapter 1 – The Light Between Stars
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Eloran – Five Years Later

The gardens of the inner palace shimmered under dawn’s gold. Morning dew clung to silverleaf petals, and the trees whispered with lazy birdsong.

Ella ran barefoot through the grass, her laughter like bells. She wore a tunic stitched with phoenix feathers—subtle, shimmering only when the sun touched them just right.

Her small hands brushed the flower tips as she passed, and where her fingers lingered...

...they glowed.

Just for a second.

Then the light was gone.

Palace Courtyard Balcony

Ariel watched from above, wrapped in a shawl of sunrise silk. Her long braid spilled over one shoulder, and her crown, worn lightly now, rested beside her morning tea.

“She’s changing again,” she said quietly.

Navine stood beside her, arms folded. “She’s growing.”

“No,” Ariel replied. “She knows.”

He looked at her sharply. “Knows what?”

“That she’s not like other children.”

Eloran – Royal Nursery, Later

Ella sat cross-legged before an open book far too old for her age. Her governess had dozed off, lulled by Ella’s quiet stillness.

But the girl was focused.

She touched the ancient script with one finger.

The ink shifted.

Rearranged.

Turned the page.

A sigil glowed faintly beneath her palm.

And somewhere in the deep beneath the palace, a long-dormant rune flickered to life...

For the first time in centuries.

Night – Ariel and Navine’s Chamber

“She’s five,” Navine said, voice tight. “We were supposed to have time.”

Ariel didn’t respond right away. She watched their daughter sleep through the crystal mirror beside their bed.

“I didn’t understand what I was,” she whispered, “until the world was already burning.”

Navine reached for her hand. “Then we’ll teach her before it burns again.”

A pause.

Then Ariel said what neither of them wanted to voice aloud:

“She was born from fire and starlight. And now something... something sees her.”
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​Chapter 2 – Whispers in the Light
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Eloran – Moonspire Hall, Night

Ella wandered the corridor barefoot, led not by sound, but by something else—a pull behind her ribs. She clutched her stuffed fox close as she moved past sleeping sentries and glowing wall lanterns.

The moon cast her shadow along the crystal floor.

But... there was a second shadow.

It did not belong to her.

She paused.

Listened.

And heard it.

A voice.

Not from outside.

From underneath.

> You are not alone, starborn.

You are not safe.

Eloran – Council Chamber

Navine slammed the latest report on the council table.

“Three scouting posts—all blacked out. No survivors. No frost. No signs of breach. Just... emptiness.”

Ariel stood beside him, fists clenched. “And at each site, a sigil. The same one etched on the old starmap vault.”

Maelira looked grim. “We sealed the vault after the Frost Spirit fell. Nothing should have been able to awaken.”

“It wasn’t frost,” Ariel said. “It was void.”

Eloran – Ella’s Chambers

Ella crawled back into bed, wide-eyed, still gripping her fox.

The voice had stopped.

But it had left something behind.

A shape.

Drawn faintly on the window’s frost.

Seven points.

An open eye in the center.

She blinked once—and it was gone.

The Citadel Archives

Ariel and Navine descended into the forbidden stacks. A single tome waited under wards untouched for centuries.

“The Seventh Light.”

Navine brushed dust from the cover.

Ariel opened it.

The first page bore only one name:

“Aven.”

And beneath it, in faded ink:

> The spirit of shadows.

Banished not for what it destroyed...

But for what it loved.

Last Scene – The Edge of the Realm

In a crumbled ruin where no stars ever shone, a figure cloaked in night knelt before a silver pool.

Its reflection showed not its own face.

But Ella’s.

And the voice, smooth and terrible, whispered aloud:

> She is the light I failed to hold once before.

This time... I will not lose her.
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​Chapter 3 – The Star and the Shadow
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Eloran – Early Morning

Ella sat in her mother’s study, a quiet bundle of silk and curls. She stared at a sphere of light she had conjured without meaning to. It floated just above her palm—bright, warm...

...and flickering with a shadow inside it.

“Ella?” Ariel’s voice was soft.

The child looked up, wide-eyed. “It talks to me, Mama.”

Ariel crouched beside her. “What does?”

Ella pointed to the sphere. “The one who’s sad.”

Citadel War Room – Later

Navine paced as the council murmured.

“Aven wasn’t destroyed,” he said. “He was sealed—not in punishment, but in mourning.”

Maelira frowned. “You’re saying a spirit of shadow grieved?”

Ariel spoke up. “The records call him the Betrayer. But I think... I think he loved the Starborn who came before me. And when she chose to bind him, he let her.”

The room fell silent.

Navine added, “That means if he’s stirring now...”

“...it’s not vengeance,” Ariel finished.

“It’s remorse.”

Ella’s Room – That Night

She dreamed of starlight again.

But it was cold.

She floated in an endless sky, surrounded by shattered constellations. And in the center, a single figure stood cloaked in night.

It reached toward her.

And said gently:

> I remember your mother’s fire. But you... you are something new.
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She stepped back.

“No.”

> You don’t have to be afraid of me, Ella. You already carry part of my light.

Temple Archives

Ariel stood over the cracked sigil of the sealed vault.

“He’s touching her mind,” she whispered. “She’s too young to fight him off.”

Navine didn’t flinch. “Then we don’t let her fight alone.”

Closing Scene – Aven’s Prison

Aven, barely held by the veil of reality, looked through the veil between dreams.

> She is the last star. And I am her shadow.

––––––––
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He smiled—not cruelly.

But with sorrow.

> I only ever wanted to protect her kind.
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