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Book I - Rae of Hope is FREE!

BOOK TRAILER: 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gILAwXxx8MU

How hard do you have to shake the family tree to find the truth about the past?
Fifteen year-old Rae Kerrigan never really knew her family's history. Her mother and father died when she was young and it is only when she accepts a scholarship to the prestigious Guilder Boarding School in England that a mysterious family secret is revealed.
Will the sins of the father be the sins of the daughter?
As Rae struggles with new friends, a new school and a star-struck forbidden love, she must also face the ultimate challenge: receive a tattoo on her sixteenth birthday with specific powers that may bind her to an unspeakable darkness. It's up to Rae to undo the dark evil in her family's past and have a ray of hope for her future.
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Website:

https://www.wjmaybooks.com

Facebook:

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Author-WJ-May-FAN-PAGE/141170442608149

Newsletter:

SIGN UP FOR W.J. May's Newsletter to find out about new releases, updates, cover reveals and even freebies!
http://eepurl.com/97aYf
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USA Today Bestselling author, W.J. May, continues the highly anticipated bestselling YA/NA series about love, betrayal, magic and fantasy. 

Be prepared to fight... it’s the only option.

What do you say when the dead come knocking...?

When an unexpected visitor shows up from the past, Evie's world flips upside-down. A long kept secret is forced into the open, as the enemy they've been racing is finally given a name.

Time is running out. But this quest isn't something they can do on their own.

Can they unite what's left of the five kingdoms? Can they fulfill the prophecy and find the missing stone in time? Or has their adventure been doomed to fail from the start?

Only time will tell...
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BE CAREFUL WHO YOU trust. Even the devil was once an angel.
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Evie woke up in a bed she didn’t know, in a place she didn’t recognize, under the watchful eyes of a dozen people she’d seen a million times before.

She stared without blinking. The paintings stared back.

The early evening sun peeked through the curtains and it came back to her like something out of a dream. She’d gone for a walk in the forest. She’d run into some trouble. There may have been some fire involved. She may have fallen over the side of a cliff. 

She hadn’t been alone.

“Ellanden.”

Her voice croaked out and she sat up quickly, only to fall right back down on the bed. There was something the matter with her head. Like someone had weighted it with invisible stones.

Where am I?

She looked around more slowly, being incredibly ginger with her neck. It was a house of some kind—but a house unlike any she’d ever seen. It seemed to go up more than out. The room on the ground floor was incredibly small—with little else than a grill for cooking and a simple table and chairs—but there was a wooden stairwell in the middle that stretched right into the clouds.

“...Ellanden?” she called again, barely a whisper.

There was movement in the corner, a subtle shifting by the wall. She strained upwards to see a huddled form under a pile of blankets. It rose and fell slowly; he must have been asleep.

If that’s even him!

She threw herself to the floor in a sudden panic as more bits of memory started to leak through. There had been slavers. A pair of them. They’d knocked her off the mountain and taken Ellanden hostage. She’d been too disoriented to see what exactly they’d done to him.

But there had been blood. Lots of blood.

Please be him...please be him...

She dragged herself along the floor in the most undignified way possible, wondering every few seconds what in the world must have happened to her head. A few times she reached up a hand to touch it, but she was disturbed by the texture she found there and decided it was better left alone.

When at last she reached the far corner, she was flushed and out of breath. With a clumsy hand she reached up and yanked off the blankets, only to find a set of piercing immortal eyes.

“That was the most pathetic thing I’ve ever seen.”

She collapsed against the bed in a mixture of relief and exhaustion, swinging a blind hand to smack him at the same time. Whatever had happened, wherever they were—he was alive and talking.

They could take it from there.

“Are you all right?” she whispered when she could finally pull in a breath. “Do you remember anything that happened?”

The fae sat up slowly, shaking his head.

Despite that signature charm, he was clearly in a bad state. Fresh bandages had been wrapped around his chest with obvious care, but his hands were bloody and there were leaves in his hair.

“No, not really.”

His voice was rough, too. And quiet enough to scare her.

“I remember a fire...” he began slowly. “...a blinding fire. And there was...” He paused suddenly, lifting a bracing hand to his chest. “You saved me...by throwing me off a mountain.”

Not clear whether that was a good or a bad thing.

Evie beamed smugly, thinking it rather obvious.

“That sounds like me,” she panted, hoisting herself higher. “Typical hero stuff—and you, the helpless damsel.” Ignoring his painful grimace she crawled onto the bed, finding her balance before lifting a hand to her temple. “Tell me honestly, is there something wrong with my head?”

“Yes,” he answered automatically.

“No—look at it. Seriously. I think there’s something wrong.”

His eyes flitted up before widening in sudden surprise. For a moment, it looked like he was trying to figure it out himself. Then his face cleared with a sudden smile.

“You look fine. It’s a vast improvement.”

Her cheeks paled with sudden dread. “What does that—”

A noise sounded in the distance and they abruptly fell quiet.

There was nothing overtly threatening about the little house. Quite the contrary, in spite of its strange design, the place was downright cozy. It made them feel protected. Drowsy. Safe.

Just like the witch’s cabin. Just like the wizard’s cave.

“Evie, I don’t think I can stand,” Ellanden breathed, keeping his eyes on the window. A sun-swept lawn stretched just outside, bordered by wildflowers and a tiny wooden fence. “Do you have a weapon? Could you manage some fire?”

She shook her head faintly, following his gaze.

There were footsteps, still a good way off but getting steadily closer. If it wasn’t for her father’s shifter blood, she probably wouldn’t have been able to hear them. And while they might have been kept alive, even perhaps dragged out of harm’s way, the only thing her mind could register was that they’d been brought there against their will. And the house only had one door.

“We’ll have to make a run for it,” she said, heaving herself up at the same time. As soon as she did the room tilted, and she fell back onto the fae’s chest. “Okay...maybe we’ll walk.”

There was a muffled gasp, and a strong hand flung her to the floor.

“Seven hells—Everly!”

The fae leaned back painfully, feeling the bandages on his chest. A bloom of blood had seeped through the second it made contact with her elbow and the world was suddenly unsteady.

Her mouth fell open in shock.

“Holy crap—Ellanden! You’re still bleeding!”

His eyes found her slowly before closing in a silent prayer.

“Not today,” he told himself quietly. “But soon. When she thinks she’s safe. When she’s not expecting...”

“What are you saying?”

“Nothing.” He lifted himself higher, paling with the effort. Twice he tried swinging his legs off the bed, but he stopped short both times. “I’m not sure walking away is in the cards. But if you can get out—go right now. Try to shift and get back to the fort. Before whoever’s coming—”

But however he was going to finish that sentence, they’d never know. Because at that exact moment, the door flew open and a beautiful woman stepped into the house.

For a split second, both teenagers just stared—frozen with identical looks of shock.

Then Evie lifted a hand to her head.

“Seven hells...” she murmured faintly. “It’s even worse than I thought...”

*   *   *
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WHEN EVIE WAS A LITTLE girl she used to wander the halls of her mother’s castle, looking up at the royal portraits. Dreaming about what it would be like if those people were to step out of their ancient frames and walk the halls beside her—gifted with a sudden burst of life.

Each one came with their own legend. Each one came with their own story.

But she’d always liked one story the best.

Her grandmother, Adelaide Grey, was more than just a lovely portrait. She was more than just a beloved monarch taken too soon. Another tragic casualty of the Damaris bloodline.

She was the beginning of it all...the beginning of the adventure.

The ruby pendant, upon which hung the fate of the world, had been placed around her slender neck. It was in her veins that the first Damaris magic had sparked to life. The heart of a dragon, the fire of a queen. A woman who’d lived with a terrible secret. One that had eventually taken her life.

At least...that was the story.

“I can’t believe it,” Adelaide said softly, looking her up and down. “You look so much like my daughter...at first I thought it was Katerina lying in front of me. But you have your own beauty, my darling. You could only be her precious child. Everly.”

The princess stared back in shock. The fae was no better. After a silent deliberation, they simultaneously concluded they were either hallucinating or dead.

Or perhaps trapped somewhere in the middle...

“I thought it was a dream,” Evie finally murmured, lifting a hand once again to her head. “When we saw you in the forest, I thought it couldn’t be real...”

It couldn’t be real. She was so certain, the mere possibility had already vanished from her mind. She hadn’t remembered until that very moment the lovely face that floated over them, trying to keep them conscious, murmuring words of comfort before they finally blacked out.

The motion caught Adelaide’s attention and her face clouded with concern.

“Sweetheart, you shouldn’t be on your feet so soon.” She turned her eyes from one to the other. “And you, child. It’s a miracle you didn’t die from those wounds. Please, lie back down—”

“How is this possible?” Evie interrupted with a hint of caution.

She didn’t want to be wary of the woman. She wanted to embrace her with both arms. But appearances could be deceiving, and the friends had been burned before. Best to stick with the facts.

And the fact was...Adelaide Grey was dead.

“You recognized me?” the queen murmured after a long silence. Her storm-cloud eyes warmed with the hint of a smile. “I was hoping you would. Surely your mother would have told you about me. But I wondered if Marcus would have removed all images of me from the castle...”

Evie stared a moment longer, then shook her head. Each answer raised more questions than before. Each sentence was more confusing than the last.

HOW was the woman standing in front of them? HOW was she still alive?

“It’s a bit of a story,” Adelaide continued suddenly, sensing there would be no reasoning with the children until she’d laid some of those questions to rest. “If I agree to tell it, will you let me get you some food? Perhaps check those bandages? You’re still bleeding, after all.”

The princess and the fae shared a quick look. Given their previous experience, both of them were half-inclined to run straight out the front door. But running wasn’t what it used to be and, like it or not, they’d grown up in that castle together, looking up at the same pictures on the walls.

The woman was a living miracle. Perhaps it was time for a bit of faith.

“Start talking,” Evie said quietly, offering a tentative smile. “I’ll boil some water for tea...”

*   *   *
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ONLY A FEW MINUTES later the unlikely trio was sitting around the table. There were only chairs enough for two, but that didn’t seem to matter. In the excitement of seeing her long-lost granddaughter, Adelaide was completely incapable of sitting still.

She’d fretted and fussed, readjusting bandages and combing locks of hair. She’d coaxed bites of food and wiped soot off faces. She’d helped the fae limp at an excruciating speed across the room, and forced so many cups of tea the young companions were incapable of taking another sip.

Finally, when she was unable to put it off any longer, she came to a stop. Fulfilling her end of the bargain and answering all those burning questions that had plagued them since opening their eyes.

“Your grandfather didn’t just send me away...he sent me away to be killed.”

It was a rather explosive way to start, and Evie couldn’t believe her ears.

In the years after, her mother had pieced together more of what happened. It was too much of a coincidence that soldiers had been following Adelaide in the days before her death, that before she was escorted from the garden she’d draped her magical pendant around Katerina’s neck.

Between that and a diary her mother found years later at Talsing Sanctuary, it had become apparent that the king had grown wise to his wife’s supernatural secret. He’d banished her from the kingdom. Sent his soldiers to make sure she’d actually left his corner of the realm.

But no one had ever gone so far as to assume he’d sentenced her to death.

“He did?” she asked quietly, feeling sick. “He actually did that?”

Adelaide hadn’t said the king. She’d said your grandfather.

Evie’s own bloodline had done this. Her own cursed bloodline that made her the frequent joke of her friends, but had a darker history than any of them was prepared to admit.

Ellanden glanced at her across the table, then reached below and took her hand.

“Yes, my darling, he did.” Adelaide offered a sad smile before continuing. “He sent a young wizard with me, an apprentice of Alwyn’s. He was one of the only sorcerers left, after Marcus’ army had their fun. Rhys was supposed to be the end of me...”

Her eyes grew distant as she stared out the window.

“You see, in those days one wasn’t allowed to have magic. It wasn’t a gift, but a mark of execution. If a person was to show even the slightest inclination towards the mystical world, they would be sought out by the royal forces and immediately put to death. My husband made it his life’s mission to exterminate anyone who showed even a touch of enchantment. Men, women, and children...it didn’t matter. They were put to death all the same.”

There was a slight pause.

“All the while, he didn’t know one was sleeping in his bed.”

She paused again, much longer this time. So long that Evie and Ellanden exchanged a quick look, wondering whether to tap her, wondering whether something wasn’t quite well in her head.

Then all at once she started speaking again.

“My husband didn’t know exactly what I was, only that it was a power he’d never seen. True to form, he was afraid of it. He believed he needed someone equally powerful to have me killed.”

Evie nodded slowly, trying to follow along.

Rhys. Another wizard.

“Did he try?” she asked tentatively.

“No,” Adelaide laughed, “and there was hardly a need. I didn’t know what I was back then. I didn’t know how to transform, or what I’d even transform into. The most I’d ever managed to do was conjure up a few flames, and even that could hardly be called a success.”

She smiled to herself, lost in memories that had long since passed.

“The first night it happened I’d been sitting down before bed, about to comb my hair. The second I saw the flames, I remember racing to the courtyard and plunging my hands into the nearest fountain. The
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