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            PRAISE FOR NERO ROSE

          

        

      

    

    
      “Lovely book on the friendships and goings on in small town New Zealand.”

      

      “These stories of country life in New Zealand are witty, funny, humorous, poignant—and very much a social commentary on the times we are living in.”

      

      “The Country Ladies Club is such a delight to read. The stories are authentically unique, told with both humour and depth, and rooted in lived experience. I am certain that anyone, wherever they are in the world, who is interested in tales from the heart will find joy in this collection of short stories.”

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            ABOUT THIS BOOK

          

        

      

    

    
      ★★★★★ “Stories are like the treasures found in the Country Ladies Club box — each one a blend of humour, heart, and hope. Together they remind us that with good hearts and helping hands, even the simplest moments can turn into gold.”

      ~ Cassandra, The Joyful Artist.

      

      In a quiet New Zealand valley brimming with good hearts, the women of The Country Ladies Club are busy turning life’s ordinary moments into something extraordinary — laughter into medicine, sorrow into strength, and small acts of kindness into pure gold.

      From shared cups of tea and heartfelt confessions to clever fundraising schemes and unexpected miracles, these uplifting short stories celebrate the power of friendship, resilience, and community spirit. Each tale is a reminder that when women come together with purpose and love, anything is possible.

      Whether it’s repurposing trash into treasure, mending a broken heart, or finding joy in the everyday, The Country Ladies Club will warm your heart, make you smile, and remind you of the goodness still shining in the world.

      Perfect for readers who love:

      
        
          	
        Heart-warming small-town fiction
      

      	
        Feel-good women’s stories and uplifting reads
      

      	
        Tales of friendship, courage, and community
      

      	
        Authors like Maeve Binchy, Rosamunde Pilcher, and Debbie Macomber
      

      

      

      

      In this collection, Nero Rose shares heartwarming stories of the fundraising and charitable efforts undertaken by The Country Ladies Club. These tales highlight just how vital the Club is within the community — not only raising funds for local projects, but also strengthening the bonds between its members.

      Each activity becomes more than simply a way to support good causes; it’s an opportunity for the women to stay connected, share laughter, and work together on something meaningful. Through these stories, the importance of ongoing social connection — and the positive impact it has on people’s well-being shines through.

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            FOREWORD: CASSANDRA THE JOYFUL ARTIST

          

        

      

    

    
      These tales of rural New Zealand life are witty, funny, heart-warming, and surprisingly poignant—each one shining a light on the world we live in through the lens of everyday community life.

      The story of the cake auction is a perfect example. What begins as a simple idea—a fundraiser held at the local pub on a Friday night—quickly becomes a vibrant, joy-filled community event that only a club like this could pull off. The humour, the chaos, the creativity, the friendly rivalry, and the fierce pride each woman brings to her cake all speak to something deeper: the power of ordinary people coming together to do something meaningful.

      And that’s what these stories show so beautifully—the essential role the Ladies Club plays in their community. Through fundraising and charitable activities, they generate the funds needed to support projects that uplift the district… whether it’s Christmas outings for the oldies, helping families in need, or simply creating spaces where people feel connected, valued, and part of something bigger than themselves.

      One of my other favourites is from the first collection in the series, the tale of Nero Rose stepping in as Prime Minister for the day. Her focus on teaching the importance of respect—self-respect, respect for community, and respect for others—is something we seldom hear, yet desperately need more of in today’s world.

      And of course, her wickedly funny observation about New Zealand’s epidemic of fluorescent orange road cones had me laughing aloud. Anyone who has lived here knows exactly what she means—the visual clutter, the needless waste, the strange comfort of seeing one cone multiply into hundreds overnight! Her cheeky call to arms to “rescue the discarded ones” is Nero Rose at her finest: using humour to shine a light on absurdity while reminding us we all have a part to play in making things better.

      This is what makes The Country Ladies Club such a joy to read. The stories are authentically unique, told with humour, heart, and a grounded sense of lived experience. They celebrate community—the real kind, the kind built on shared laughter, rolling up your sleeves, pitching in, and showing up for each other.

      I am sure that anyone, anywhere in the world who loves stories from the heart will find delight in this collection.  I look forward to reading more in this series.

      Cassandra

      The Joyful Artist
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            CAKE AUCTION

          

        

      

    

    
      A cake auction sounds pretty tame, but what if it were to be held at the local pub on a Friday evening?

      You know, end-of-week wind-down on a Friday, a few drinks, a few nibbles, and then the temptation of outbidding your mate to get your hands on that rather delicious-looking cake.

      Sounds far from a tame cake auction scenario to me. Now I have to put the idea to the ladies at our next club meeting and get them thinking the same way as me. Once I have them all on board, we’ll be away laughing.

      Marie, from the pub, is as keen as mustard for us to have a cake auction night one Friday. It must surely be a win-win. We make money from the cakes, and she makes more money across the bar with extra patrons that night.

      I’ve got a plan to put to the ladies now. Thankfully, everyone is keen and most have offered to make a cake. We thought we should put a bit of effort into making these cakes really special. I suggested that we could have a theme for these cakes we are going to create. After a bit of a discussion, we all agreed that the theme for our cakes would be The Great New Zealand Birthday Cake Book.

      That book is full of great ideas that we can use for our inspiration. I know that amongst our members we have some very clever and creative ladies, although not many of them will acknowledge that.

      Between us, I think we will have at least a dozen cakes to offer for auction. Once again, things are shaping up for a great event thanks to everyone who is part of the Longa Valley Country Ladies Club.

      Tina, the new school principal’s wife, has become a very enthusiastic member of our club, and she offered to organise some promotion for our big fundraising auction. One of her great ideas was to get the school children to create posters. That was a great idea, as the children all learned about the auction as they created the wonderfully colourful artwork to promote the event.

      Kids and cake are a great combination, so of course they all went home to inform their parents of the necessity for them to all turn up at the pub in a couple of weeks. Tina did a great job of getting those posters out and about in all sorts of places around Longa Valley and also in Silverton. Tina was also a whizz on social media and made sure the message about our auction was out and about as much as possible.

      This event was becoming very real now, and we had to get on with planning our cakes that will be worthy of bidding wars.

      Some of us have already had the experience of creating cakes for birthdays using this fabulous New Zealand book. My poor copy is just holding together thanks to many metres of Sellotape, probably equating to a large roll’s worth. There are plenty of sticky patches on the pages, too. So you can appreciate that this is a well-used book in our house. As I flick through the pages now to plan what I am going to create as my offering for the auction, I have some great memories coming to mind.

      Those memories are not just about cakes I have made, either. One memory that really stands out for me is when Elaine used the racing track idea to make a cake for her son Greg’s eighth birthday. Once the kids had gone to bed the night before the party, Elaine spent quite some time creating a beautiful “8” race track and placed a couple of cute wee Hot Wheels cars on it. She admired her handiwork for a while and then went off to bed herself.

      The next morning, Greg got up before his mum to have a look at his cake. By the time Elaine got up, Greg had raced his cars around the track a few times! Poor Elaine. All that work and creativity was a mess of chocolate cake crumbs and colourful icing lumps by the time she got up.

      How can anyone recover from that? In Elaine’s case, she threw the mess to the birds, whipped up a quick chocolate cake, slapped on some icing, stuck in some candles, and then had a wine or two with some other mothers when it was time for the party. I don’t think Greg saw many more creative cakes after that.

      Back to the book and thinking about what I could base my auction cake on. There are a few that I remember doing over the years: the teddy bear, the treasure chest, the fire engine, the farm scene, and the robot, to name a few. There were some others too that I had had inspiration for from other sources, such as the caterpillar made from a series of cupcakes. I have to admit that I do enjoy making and decorating cakes, especially knowing that others are going to really enjoy them.

      Right now, I need to stop reminiscing over all those cakes and the associated parties. I need to get some inspiration, as I need to produce a cake worthy of making some money for our Ladies’ Club. I have found the one I like. I am going to make the colourful snapper fish. Creating the scales from coloured icing is going to be a challenge, but I reckon I can do a bit of practice and master the art.

      I reckon the idea of a snapper will go down well with the men who are likely to be at the pub next Friday for the auction. We have some keen fishermen around the district, and this way, one of them will get a pretty cool catch from the pub. I think if I set my snapper on a large tray and throw in a few chocolate fish around it as a bonus, my cake will make a few dollars.

      Now to find a suitable box to put Snappy Snapper in for his journey to the pub. I have to say I’m feeling quite pleased with Snappy. I have to admit to having had a few practice runs prior to getting my final results.

      Peter and Tony seemed to be quite happy to deal with the samples created by my practice runs. Here we are now, with their seal of approval, on our way to the pub for the big Friday Night Cake Auction.

      There’s quite a buzz when we get there. Some cakes have already arrived, and Marie has set up a table to display them all on. It looks like everyone has gone to quite an effort to produce some very worthy cakes. Marion has done a splendid train cake, with each of the wagons holding different sweets. I love Pam’s piano cake, which I think could be very tempting for some little fingers to attempt to “play.”

      There are a few impressive animal cakes in the collection on the table. The fairy castle looks pretty impressive, too. How amazing that Joan has contributed. She is no longer able to attend our events and activities, but she has actually baked a cake and sent it in to be auctioned. It’s a very impressive cake, too.

      I think there will be some young boys lining up to ask their parents to bid for the cool John Deere tractor cake. Joan is a great example of a long-time member with a passion and enthusiasm for our club and the great work we do. I must go and visit her to thank her personally for her wonderful support.

      The time has come for the auction. We just need to make sure that everyone has a glass of something to drink and has had a few bar nibbles. Seems like everyone is ready for the action part of the evening. Thanks to Jim for coming over from Silverton to be our auctioneer. I have great faith in his ability to make sure we get some good money for these cakes.

      First up is Sally’s very impressive fairy castle cake. Lots of pink and frills attract the attention of families with young girls. Jim seeks an opening bid and suggests $50. I feel that is a good start, and I hold my breath as we wait for the first bid. It happens, and the auction is underway. Jim is very skilled and works his charm so that we get $180 for that cake. I am impressed with that as a great start to the auction.

      Fingers crossed the auction continues along in the same positive way. Jim makes his way through the cakes on the table, telling some great stories and encouraging bidders along the way. $200, $160, $200 again—this is going well.

      Now it’s time for Snappy Snapper to go under the hammer.

      Jim is great
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