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WHAT PEOPLE ARE SAYING ABOUT

Australian Druidry

Julie Brett’s introduction to Australian Druidry is filled with information and inspiration for anyone who wants to connect with the sacred landscape of Australia. Drawing on her years of practical study into the plants, animals and seasons of the Great Southern Land, she outlines the nature festivals she has identified and the rituals she performs, while also teaching readers how to create their own connection and their own ceremonies based on their unique location.

Julie’s form of Druidry is one of gratitude, contemplation and deep intuition and connection, and she shares her wisdom and experiences not to tell others how they should practice, but to encourage them to weave their own personal spiritual path. It includes many great references too, but also inspires you to find your own meanings and connect to nature in your own way. A wonderful resource for all Australians, and anyone interested in southern hemisphere magic…

Serene Conneeley, author of the Sacred Sites series of books

It’s a fantastic piece of work and I think of interest to Druids beyond Australia’s shores, this is a map for creating Druidry that is rooted in your own particular soil, wherever that soil is.

Nimue Brown, author of Druidry and the Ancestors

Julie Brett’s Australian Druidry is a wonderfully practical and thoughtful approach to Australian Druidry. I love reading Julie Brett’s work. It draws me into new ways of understanding and practicing my relationship with the other-than-human world. This book is the most recent in a long tradition of excellent books by Australian Pagans that creatively explore the Wheel of the Year and other aspects of being Pagan in the Southern Hemisphere. Each one has taken Australian Pagans a step further along the road, and Julie Brett’s book is an important contribution to that journey.

Douglas Ezzy, author of Practising the Witch’s Craft and Sex, Death and Witchcraft.

This is a clearly written and creative guide to the practice of Druidry in the southern hemisphere. For those wakeful to their European ancestry or inspired to explore its teachings, the book encourages a sensitive relationship with the antipodean landscape, its climate and ecology, celebrating its uniqueness, while not intruding upon the native traditions.

Emma Restall-Orr, author of Spirits of the Sacred Grove
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Prologue and Thanks

Thank you to all the people who helped me with the writing of this book, from the very beginning of the circles I ran, to the Druids Down Under online community and all our lengthy discussions over the years, to those who helped me with research and forming the written material. Special thanks go my mentor Morgan Rhys Adams who introduced me to Druidry. Also to Tom Byrom, with whom I have had many a ritual, adventure in the bush, and long conversations on the book’s topics. Particularly I’d like to thank you on your insights into the three ancestors. I’d like to thank Emma Restall-Orr for your incredible writing that has inspired me so much, and for your encouragement and insightful advice on editing. Thank you to Douglas Ezzy for expanding my mind through studying with you and Neville Drury for that summer course at the University of Tasmania, and also for your encouragement and help with editing. Thanks to Katrena Friel for your enthusiasm and helping it all come together clearly, as well as giving me the push to believe I could really do this. Thank you to Adrienne Piggott for allowing me to include your beautiful song lyrics and to Philip Shallcrass for your version of The Song of Amergín. A sincere thank you also everyone who has attended my Druids Down Under circles, and to the many people in the Pagan community in Sydney and other parts of Australia for your support and encouragement.

I’d like to thank my parents for giving me such an appreciation for nature, and for bringing us here to Australia from the UK with wide eyes and wonder at the beauty of this very different landscape. Thanks for all the bushwalks, camping trips and long talks about life, the universe and everything. Thank you also for encouraging me to study and to follow what I am passionate about. You’ve shaped me more than you know.

And finally I would like to thank my husband for his patience. I have been working on this book the whole time I’ve known you! Thank you for all your support and encouragement. And thanks to my son Lugh who was a tree hugger before he could talk. Your natural love of the bush gives me so much hope for the future of our world.

In the peace of the grove

Julie Brett
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Part 1: Introduction

Australia has a diverse landscape, unique plants and animals, and seasons that incorporate fire and flood, drought and also times of great abundance. The mood of the landscape can change from one valley to the next, and differs greatly from the north to the south, and from the coast to the red centre, yet every part of it has something to tell us. Australian Druidry is a spiritual path of connecting with the Australian landscape as a sacred place. It is a method of listening to the messages the land has for us, and coming into communication with its unique voice. Modern Druidry is a path of nature-based spirituality being walked by many people over the world today. It centers on an understanding that it is the ‘wisdom of the trees’ as the messages of the natural world that can help us find guidance in our lives for peace, learning, and personal development. These meanings can help guide our lives and bring us into connection with the spirit that flows through all things. Moving into alignment with the natural world can inspire us and guide us towards greater creativity and happiness in life.

In our connection with nature we feel the presence of the divine; in the turn of the seasons we feel changes in our own being; in our encounters with animals we see messages for our lives; in the presence of trees we feel their wisdom. For those who learn to listen, the land itself speaks. In Australian Druidry we explore and develop new traditions through these interactions in the native landscape, as well as drawing on a wealth of historical spiritual traditions of those practicing in other lands. Modern Druidry in any landscape is a process of finding a personal connection with nature and spirit, and is a tradition that is evolving and changing as we explore. As John Michael Greer puts it:


Modern Druids learn from ancient teachings, the developing tradition of modern Druidry itself and the every-changing lessons of the living Earth. They embrace an experiential spirituality and forsake rigid belief systems for disciplines of inner development and personal contact with the realms of nature and spirit.



Modern Druidry is part of a larger phenomenon of neo-Pagan (or simply ‘Pagan’) traditions, which are nature-based spiritualities that look to pre-Christian mythology and folklore for inspiration and guidance, but are also highly explorative, experimental and developing form. These modern spiritual paths are often more personalized, flexible, intuitive in regards to practices, and have little structure or centralized authority in terms of organization or hierarchical systems. Rather they find their authority in nature, and an expectation of personal experience of the spiritual. As Graham Harvey has explained, ‘For those who name themselves Pagan it means ‘those who honor the Earth’.’ So, in this sense, our only authority is our relationship with the Earth and with nature. That relationship is our guiding principle.

Though there is often a great deal of reverence and respect given to traditions of the past, this sense of honoring the Earth gives a lot of room for new ideas to form and for exploration into new ways of practicing a spirituality, particularly in areas of the world not formerly connected within those historic traditions. Our practice then becomes simultaneously based on the old ways, and at the same time is a process of exploration in a different and new landscape for that tradition. It is a process of exploring directly as well as respectfully interacting with Indigenous cultures that have already been listening here for a long time.

The seasons, animals and plants in Australia have a unique story to tell. Their messages are in no way less than those of any other land. The symbols of Kangaroo, Dingo or Kookaburra are just as powerful as those of Lion, Wolf or Eagle. The wattle and eucalyptus trees are just as important as the oak and the holly. The seasons here are not ‘weird’ or ‘wrong’ because they don’t follow the systems laid out for the cycles of other places; they are just different, unique and special in their own way. There is a great wealth of knowledge available to us in the symbols of this sacred landscape. Connecting with its spirit, and the wisdom in Druidry, helps us find our wholeness and a true sense of belonging in this land.

In this book you’ll find practical information on understanding the energies, meanings and symbols of the seasons in the place you live. It will help you, no matter where you live, to gain the tools and methods needed to understand the symbols of the seasons, plants, animals and spirits, and create meaningful rituals to celebrate them. The section on the Three Ancestors will help you see how this practice is relevant to people of many different backgrounds and beliefs. You can take from this book what is relevant to you, and let the rest be. I have presented this information as a part of Druidry because that’s how I found it, but the word ‘Druid’ is thought to mean ‘the wisdom of the trees’, which means it is a path relevant to all of us interested in the wisdom of nature.

The people of Australia are as diverse as the landscape. We come from many different backgrounds and have many different personal influences and interests. Recognizing this is relevant to modern Druidry. As well as being a nature-based spirituality, it is a spirituality of recognition of our ancestors. The ancestors are all the people who have come before us whether in our family or the lines of teachings we have received in our lives, or those who came before us in the land we live in. Without these people we would not be who we are today. Learning to adapt our practice to our local area and also to the diversity of the people we practice with, are two of the main goals of this book.

You will come to see a way of interacting with the Australian landscape as a sacred place, full of wisdom and spiritual guidance, that we are an important part of as keepers and guardians. You will find a way informed by the wisdom of the ancient Druids and modern Druidry alike, which deeply respect the ancestors of the land and the spirits that dwell within it and in each of us. I hope this book helps you to connect with this very special sacred landscape and continue the evolving journey of Australian Druidry.


Defining Australian Druidry

Australian Druidry could be defined as the practice of ‘Druidry’ or ‘modern Druidry’ in a way that is applicable to the Australian landscape and its inhabitants, but I think it is more than that. It’s an invitation to explore and to create. Modern Druidry is a path in which we must discern from our historical inspirations and the legend of the ancient Druids what is relevant to us today, and what is not. The groundwork has already been laid over the past few decades. Bringing these ideas to an Australian context is just another step in this expansion of ideas and the process of making them relevant to our lives today.

Druidry is a living tradition in which new ideas can flourish. Our study of the ancient Druids encourages us to learn about natural philosophy, honoring our ancestors and expressing our inspiration through our arts and poetry. In these ways Druidry provides an excellent path for the exploration of the Australian landscape. It provides a means for us to understand the Australian seasons, plants and animals; to understanding our identity through our diverse ancestry; and to become inspired by the spirit of the land here and to express our connection with it. Australian Druidry then can be defined as the practice of Druidry as a process of discerning ancient Druidic wisdom’s relevance to our lives today, and bringing that into the Australian context.

The ancient Druids existed among the Celtic and Gaulic people of Europe. According to the Romans and Greeks they were natural philosophers, moral philosophers and advisers to kings. In addition to those called Druids, there were also poets called Bards, and Ovates who worked with the spirit world for divination and magic. Modern Druidry is inspired by what little we know of the ancient Bards, Ovates and Druids, but there is no direct lineage of teaching reaching into the past. The wisdom of the Druids in their own time was a strictly oral tradition and so there are no written records that we can reliably draw on. We can, however, find remnants of their teaching in folklore and mythology, place names, archaeology, some of the surviving traditions of the Bards, which lasted into the 17th century, and other sources. There are also the practices of the ‘fraternal Druids’ or revivalist Druids of the 18th century friendly societies. Some of these practices and ideas, such as the imaginings of Iolo Morganwg, have also been important to the exploration and reimagining of modern Druidry.

Much in Druidry has had to be rediscovered, patched back together, intuited and creatively developed over the past few decades. As Professor Ronald Hutton argues, ‘We can know virtually nothing of certainty about the ancient Druids so that – although they certainly existed – they function more or less as legendary figures.’ I would argue that the legend of the Druids inspires modern Druidry more than anything.

The legend of the Druids has been imagined and shaped to modern purposes and personal biases in many different ways over the years since their disappearance. Professor Ronald Hutton describes these different forms of the Druids as: the Patriotic Druids, the Wise Druids, the Green Druids, the Demonic Druids, the Fraternal Druids, and the Rebel Druids, also pondering the potential for the Future Druids. My own legend of the Druids is a blend of the Wise, Green and Rebel Druids, all with a very optimistic spin. Our legends are powerful because they represent what we would have for ourselves. Our heroes always represent our best selves. I envision the Druids as ‘Wise’ because I imagine they meditated long and hard about how to live a good life and what it is to be a good person; I see them as ‘Green’ because I would hope that they cared for the Earth and were in connection with nature, speaking with the trees and animals, reflecting on the seasons, and understanding omens; and ‘Rebels’ because they would have been open, experimental and would base their sense of truth on personal connection with nature rather than centralized authority.

I am aware that this is dreaming; that it is a fanciful spin on the legend, not based on an empirically provable reality, but more about what I want to believe. Even so, I think that dreams are the place from where mythology springs. For me, Druidry is a spiritual path that holds the mythology of the Druids as legends and heroes at its heart. The Druids to me are the wizards and
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