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      THE FUTURE OF HUMAN EXPERIENCE

      “Zohara interweaves the conscious and subconscious, rational and intuitive; she combines science and art to blaze a trail from the past, through the present, into the future . . . a must read for anyone interested in the destiny of our planet.”

      JOHN PERKINS, NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLING AUTHOR

      “The Future of Human Experience provides a concise introduction to current out-of-the-box thinking on the fundamental and timeless topics of the nature of consciousness and humanity’s relationship to the Earth and Cosmos. The innovative, controversial, and penetrating ideas presented in this book should surely make you think and react!”

      ROBERT M. SCHOCH, PH.D., AUTHOR OF FORGOTTEN CIVILIZATION: 

THE 
ROLE OF SOLAR OUTBURSTS IN OUR PAST AND FUTURE

      “The Future of Human Experience brings readers a message of wisdom and hope for the 21st century and beyond. Zohara has interviewed several thinkers and writers who are on the cutting edge of human knowledge. She has pulled together their comments into a carefully crafted blueprint for a balanced world that combines science and spirit, technological advances, and traditional wisdom.”

      STANLEY KRIPPNER, PH.D., COAUTHOR OF
THE VOICE OF ROLLING THUNDER

      WHAT OTHERS HAVE SAID ABOUT AUTHOR AND BROADCASTER ZOHARA 
HIEROINMUS, D.H.L.

      “Zohara is always in front of the curve of innovation. She identifies and deciphers trends so the rest of us better understand the future.”

      DR. MEHMET OZ

      “Zohara is a true futurist and a visionary like Alvin Toffler, the author of Future Shock. Zohara was years ahead of her time in the past century, and she predicted exactly what we face today in the 21st century. I consider her work a must for anyone who wants to understand what’s happening today and what is in store for us tomorrow. Zohara is the source of information if you want to know where our brave new world is heading and, more importantly, why.”

      CHARLES R. SMITH, JOURNALIST, AND PRESIDENT 

AND CEO OF SOFTWAR

      “. . . No one surpasses Zohara’s keen intellect and penetrating insight. Zohara is a treasure.”

      LARRY DOSSEY, M.D., AUTHOR OF
HEALING WORDS AND ONE MIND

      “Zohara is a natural talent. I am delighted to support Zohara’s creative endeavors.”

      CAROLINE MYSS, AUTHOR OF SACRED CONTRACTS

      “Zohara is exceptionally talented, intelligent, compassionate and wise.”

      DIANA VON WELANETZ WENTWORTH, 

AUTHOR, PUBLIC SPEAKER, TELEVISION 
HOST

      “A Renaissance woman.”

      JUDY COLLINS

      “A visionary.”

      INGO SWANN, PSYCHIC

    

  
    
       

      The Future of Human Experience is dedicated to my husband, Bob Hieronimus, whose companionship, loving support, and devotion to finding truth and serving the planet has inspired me from the first day we met (in this lifetime) in 1975 when, after visiting him in his library study, I thought, “Now that is the most unusual man I have ever met.”

      I also dedicate this book to our shared family of humanity, to all the Earth’s species, and to the natural world we are called to love.
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      PREFACE

      As a lifelong student of the mystery traditions of the East and the West, and as a nature lover since childhood whose mother insisted we play outside no matter what the weather was, I have always believed in the divinity of humanity and the holiness of nature. Among numerous nature-oriented activities, I have been a leader in holistic medicine. In 1985 I founded one of the oldest outpatient holistic health centers in America, the Ruscombe Mansion Community Health Center (www.Ruscombe.org) in Baltimore, Maryland. I am very delighted to say that it is still in operation today, offering numerous services that promote health and well-being, including services that feature homeopathy, acupuncture, herbalism, rolfing, yoga, massage, meditation, and more.

      In addition to participating in the performing arts as a singer-songwriter, dancer, and mime, as well as in the photographic and other fine arts (painting and sculpture), I have been and remain an animal communicator and an environmental and social activist. At the age of fourteen I handed out flyers in Southeast Baltimore for a talk by Ralph Nader on acid rain and I was hooked. Since then I have led and participated in numerous environmental and social actions—locally, nationally, and globally—concerning the impacts of the nuclear, oil, and gas industries, the electromagnetic fields from high power lines, and the health impacts of underground geomagnetics, among others. I spent many years involved in trying to stop the misuse of pesticides and insecticides on crops and golf courses and in homes, schools, and hospitals. I took part in national campaigns exposing the dangers of nuclear food irradiation and years later participated in campaigns against genetically modified organisms (GMOs). I also participated in campaigns focusing on weather engineering, underground nuclear and oceanic tests, other water related issues, and the issue of nuclear materials in space and their obvious danger to human and all other forms of life.

      The work of Gary Whiteford, Ph.D., professor of geography at the University of New Brunswick, Canada, who has shown a correlation between man-made detonations underground and the subsequent earthquakes and ocean quakes they cause, allowed me to predict—on my radio broadcasts—when to expect registered earthquakes. These and other types of geoengineering and weapons testing are a violation of our shared and inherited natural world.

      My voice, together with the voices of millions of others worldwide, has been actively engaged since the 1960s. Many of my generational peers and elders are lifelong activists of one sort or another. All of us are trying to improve the world and create more inclusive philosophies, methodologies, and solutions. In short, the paradigm of greed, cover-up, corruption, separation, prejudice, limitation, scarcity, war, inequality of all kinds, domination, and exploitation in many institutional frameworks is about to change. Every person on Earth will become part of this change. Whether humanity goes kicking and screaming under the footprint of Earth changes or some other human-made calamity, or whether we work to improve and safeguard the world will in part determine what kind of future we will have.

      The old paradigm of what I call the death economy, which exhibits a pattern of abuse globally—of people and the exploitation and ruination of nature and life in general—seems to me to be less the result of a conspiracy, as some would argue, and more the outcome of a conformity in education, in worldviews, and hence in thinking and feeling. The death economy is an overarching description of the destructive side of the industrial and material age that has ignored the natural world’s needs as well as the spiritual nature of the human being, life’s formative forces, and what we call consciousness as well.

      It seems to me, and no doubt millions of others, that it would be an easy step to change to a life economy on Earth, which is most simply stated as choices that support life—and in so doing, move away from destroying the Earth through domination and exploitation toward sustainable collaboration and elevation. To countless others, however, this might be undesirable, impossible to imagine, or too grand to hope for. However, it is our mandate about which we have no choice. It is our natural next step in conscious evolution; many human beings have begun to make this shift.

      The Future of Human Experience invites the reader into the world of discoveries already at hand. It brings ancient wisdom traditions to the forefront of our awareness and reexamines our Earth history, exploring a cyclical rather than a linear view of evolution and how civilizations rise and fall. We aren’t the first nor will we be the last civilization to stand on the verge of its own self-destruction. We’ll explore the tools we have for restoring balance on Earth in the ecosystem, in the arena of human health, and in our hearts and minds. Each person will learn that reverence is the cornerstone for consciously engaging the world and will see why it is so vital to develop our intuition and other farseeing and innate powers by developing our nonlocal consciousness. The intuition of each and every person can help to find answers to serious issues that the rational mind cannot grasp.

      The Future of Human Experience explores the body of the world, the mind of the world, and the soul of the world through the human experience and suggests ways to engage each aspect of the manifest and not yet manifest realms, becoming their equal and respectful partners. Each human being is the co-creator of the world’s formation. The Future of Human Experience shows how this takes place. Whether taking action to preserve the honeybees on Earth or reciting a holy prayer; whether enhancing life expectancy planetwide with sustainable agriculture or creating policies that make space a weapons-free zone, The Future of Human Experience and the wonderful visionaries presented here show us the way to create peace and bounty locally and globally, in our hearts and in our journey beyond our home planet, during this century and in the centuries to come.

    

  
    
      INTRODUCTION

      THE REFLEXIVE UNIVERSE

      We project ourselves into the future every day of our lives. We all think about tomorrow, today. This book is based on the general framework of thousands of interviews I have conducted on radio for more than a quarter of a century. I regard the individuals whose work is presented here and all the others I have had the pleasure of interviewing (but did not have space to include in this book) as companions in the journey on Earth. Some of these experts have passed on since I interviewed them. Among the living, most of us have never met in person.*1 However, we share a passion for new discoveries and a greater joy in serving the Earth, the animal kingdoms, and our fellow human beings by cultivating knowledge—a prerequisite for wisdom and loving action.

      The Future of Human Experience explores the importance of being aware of the intention behind any act, as it is the energy that drives the quality of our actions. The Future of Human Experience examines our ability to look ahead and to see where we are going, showing that how we do what we do is a vital aspect of our lives. In fact, by our sheer presence each one of us is changing the world every moment. Our nature, our character, and our actions shape the future now. Our thoughts impact and create possibilities. Our words shape matter. We humans are godlike and possess the keys to the powers of emanation, creation, formation, and action, as taught by the Kabbalistic alchemists for centuries.

      Throughout human history, oral and written records show us that prophets, shamans, and gifted local visionaries are as indigenous to the world as are its rocks, rivers, and trees. And yet for as long as we have walked the Earth, we have also been sky walking—looking for the way in which the cosmos is reflected in our lives and how our own beingness, meaning our very essence, our biological and spiritual makeup, is reflected in the universe. Humanity now seems to be emerging from a long period of forgetfulness about our own interdimensional natures: our godlike or divine beings in mortal bodies. The task before us is, in my opinion, to live and act with the awareness of our genuine oneness on Earth. We have all the tools we need for this.

      The art of integralism as I call it—the integration of all realms of existence and fields of study—is a basic worldview. Integralism recognizes that all life is interconnected and choices are best made when the results of those choices are honestly evaluated in terms of how they affect the collective world because everything that exists is embedded in the same life field of existence.

      The Future of Human Experience is a positive and scientific declaration that shows how we are divine beings capable of manifesting a balanced world on Earth and elsewhere. We are all part of the energetic expression of a perfect divinity and, ultimately, an active appreciation of the inherent oneness of all life is the path that we share. This book examines not just what futurists envision for humanity based on current trends in the world, but also what kinds of wild cards or unknown events could dramatically alter humankind’s course on Earth. What kind of natural, extraterrestrial, or man-made events have either altered a civilization’s course in the past or might do so in the future?

      Having been a student of philosophy, spiritual disciplines, and sacred esoteric teachings since a young age, I, like many others, have found affiliation in the worldview that places human beings in direct relationship to the creative power that makes the manifest world stable and reveals the immaterial realm as one full of light and potential. Given that we humans are divine light beings and are, just as we have been told, made in the image of deity or perfection, we have within our makeup a minireflection of how the cosmos operates as well. The laws that govern the stars also govern the atoms of which we are all made.

      So, what if in this scheme of things, the force that we call love, or the law of affinity and coherence, is the divine energy that endows each created form with spiritual vitality—the sustaining essence of the universal matrix? What if we are designed from love, to love? This is not a romantic love dependant on special situations or people, nor is it a passive love as in appreciating someone or something from a distance. Rather this love is one that invigorates each person to willed action—to serving each other and to showing reverence in all realms in which we have presence on Earth and in the cosmos.

      Specifically, what if love is what does the synapsing between will and body in order for the highest good to be manifest? The love I refer to is not especially personal, though each person can experience this type of love. Rather, it is universal and unconditional; it is a state of being, not just a way of feeling. Such love pulls things together and creates unity— making beauty and peace. This is a primary perennial teaching and the end goal of the practices of all sacred lineages. It is consistently taught as a truism by indigenous people everywhere on Earth. Scientists today are confirming that this unified reality impacts how the manifest and immaterial realms interact.

      As a state of beingness, this divine love is experienced consciously by an awakened human. We know that consciousness is both local—existing in a fixed moment of time—and nonlocal, occurring beyond the constraints of either time or space. This means that we can each be doing something physical in the world while also thinking about something else not yet manifest. The Future of Human Experience explores how this skill—the ability to imagine and then individually and collectively create a renewed world—is what makes us unique as humans.

      The idea that we are made in the Creator’s image is often used as a metaphor to express our potential. However, I believe that this is also a literal statement that clearly shows us our innate powers and responsibilities. The Future of Human Experience articulates how people of science throughout the ages and seekers on the numerous spiritual paths to wisdom share a common reverence for nature. People of both disciplines know that, above all, wisdom is found, beneficial understanding is discovered, and knowledge is cultivated when one takes part in harmonized, loving engagement. In other words, the consciousness of the human and the disposition of our hearts determine not what the forces of nature are, but how they will be utilized once discovered.

      The Future of Human Experience shows that this power of unity consciousness, meaning our essential presence both when we are alive and when we are not incarnate, is itself a natural force that when harnessed on Earth has effects as great or greater than the rain or the sun. In fact, the full and conscious revelation of our innate powers of body, mind, and soul will be humanity’s greatest accomplishment; it is this precipice of awareness on which we now stand.

      Suggesting that we are divine beings requires substantiation. The Future of Human Experience delineates the many ways that our natural innate skills—such as nonlocal consciousness, remote viewing, and healing at a distance—are as integral to our being as walking and sleeping are to our dense physical body and the soul that temporarily inhabits it. That we are immortal beings whose consciousness continues after the death of the body has been demonstrated in thousands of case studies on reincarnation, past-life recall, near-death experiences, and afterlife communication.

      We find that ancient civilizations developed rituals and practices for integrating man’s multidimensional aspects. They understood that our thoughts and feelings are the mediator between the immaterial realm and the manifest world, between heaven and Earth, between what is seen and not seen. They knew that the question of what the future will be like can be answered by focusing our attention in our hearts and minds and seeing what is reflected there. I believe that in our souls we all share the same reflected image or archetype, a perfect unity of being between the divine source of life and all created life-forms. It is this perfect pattern within each of us that sustains all of humanity’s longings and hopes for an existence with less suffering and for a life that is meaningful and good.

      The soul, it seems, can be both inside of time in our bodies while also existing outside of time in eternity, and as research in the laboratory increasingly proves, all past and future exists in the present. As a waveform of light suspended in the etheric field of life, the soul receives information as to what has already happened and what is coming into being. When we think about the future we are changing it in the present moment, which is also expressing the past. The scientific observer effect makes clear that what we study or focus our attention on is changed by the focus of awareness itself. This fact tells us how important our thoughts and feelings really are.

      The universe is reflexive, as Arthur Young posited in 1976 in his seminal work The Reflexive Universe: Evolution of Consciousness. The laws that govern this reality are karmic laws: what the Hebrews meant when they stated, “As ye sow, so shall ye reap” (Job 4:8). Given that our divine inheritance allows us to choose what we do and understanding that karma is the great equalizer, it is wise to recall that what we do to the Earth, we do to ourselves. What we do to any creature, we do to ourselves. What we do to any other person, we do to ourselves.

      Each chapter in this book examines a different aspect of what it means to be alive on the planet today and offers up keys to our shared journey. In my own mind and heart I believe that we are being asked to assist in creating the “Good Earth Society” now, and that the Good Earth Society is our truest manifest destiny—what some traditions call paradise. This is the natural habitat of the soul and the natural state of the Earth that each soul is informed by.

      If one were to summarize the majority of the interviews I have conducted over the past quarter century or so, one would find a consensus that says that now is the time for union and collaboration. Now is the time to integrate all of the wisdom traditions, sciences, and technologies as Ken Wilbur, author and founder of the Integral Institute, posits in his integral theory—allowing us to draw from the premodern, modern, and postmodern paradigms to integrate the best of all aspects of consciousness and human endeavor, thereby elevating our current understanding and practices. Now is the time for peace between nations and religious communities to occur. This is the moment for the truth to be told about our relationships to other cosmic-traveling societies, to understand our own ability to heal the Earth and its ailing systems, and to learn about the connection between our minds and hearts as great forces in the universe and in our lives.

      Now we can articulate how we are metaphysical beings of light and how our ancient cultures foretold of these days when humanity would awaken and be asked to take another step in our evolution. Creating paradise now means taking that one giant (quantum) step for mankind. The chapters of this book break that one giant step down into smaller steps: ones that are just, sustainable, and universal.

      
        	Chapter 1, “Uncovering Catastrophe in Paradise,” raises the specter of cataclysm as a nursemaid of transformation in human history. It asks us to look at the collective memory of catastrophe and how our collective and individual memories of the past and visions of the future overlap. Here we examine our ancient stories and the modern view of catastrophism as a vital part of the human story.

        	Chapter 2, “Predicting the Future,” introduces us to future visions of the Earth. They are both paradisical and apocalyptic. By utilizing the gifts of visionaries and strategic planners, it is clear the future is in part known now.

        	Chapter 3, “Remembering Our Nature: Operators of Spirit and Matter,” opens the doorway to our soul, showing that our consciousness can be put to deliberate use in affecting matter. Experiments in prayer show that alignment with a unified field of divine right order amplifies symmetry. Memory as a function of the human soul and future imagination is the way in which the dream of the world is seen, indicating that we are a multidimensional consciousness participating in a cosmic phenomenon.

        	Chapter 4, “Using Ancient Software: Interpreting Patterns Is Key to Seeing the Future,” explores the way in which ancient civilizations used patterns of meaning as divinatory tools, such as the I Ching, astrology, numerology, and the archaeo-sky matrix of today. This chapter shows that we are pattern makers and recognizers. This seems to be the way in which consciousness operates in relation to cosmic reality and mediates between the now of the material realm and the potential of the immaterial realms.

        	Chapter 5, “Becoming Earth Beings,” examines more closely the Earth itself as a biosystem. When nurtured in devotion, it unfolds its greatest potential. From biodynamic farming to sonic bloom, to the consciousness of plant life, to the importance of the honeybee, and the welfare of all sentient animals, we are called to view the Earth body as an aspect of our own. It is not separate from us or our consciousness. Soft technologies like Wilhelm Reich’s cloudbusting demonstrate that we and the Earth are one living beingness and that science, which unfolds from a point of reverence, will end up creating a refined, just, and sustainable society.

        	Chapter 6, “Knowing the Divine Body and the Sacred Heart,” begins to look at the artificial adaptation of the body—suggesting that artificial organs do not diminish the importance of our consciousness as the integrator of well-being. Using heart and heart transplant patients as examples of the challenges bioengineering engenders again returns us to consciousness as the primary capacitor in the human biosystem. There is a union between mind and heart, consciousness and feeling, within the individual and between the individual soul and the world. As demonstrated by several modern leaders in complementary medicine, we possess a spiritual heart.

        	Chapter 7, “Examining Science and Technology: Brave New Tools,” begins by examining artificial intelligence created as a result of genetic and robotic engineering. These new tools give us an opportunity to begin playing what some have called God games. Other new tools will usher in the new energy age on this planet.

        	Chapter 8, “Being Consciousness: The Link between Everything,” reveals that our human biosystems are divine capacitors. From dowsing to experiments in human consciousness, it is clear that we have the power to both create and divine the future. Examining why our innate inner powers are diminished by culture gives us a chance to awaken societal and personal attention to their cultivation.

        	Chapter 9, “Experiencing the Immortal Soul,” shows us how we are immortal. The near-death experience, after-death communication, and between-life descriptions suggest we never die, nor does our soul. In fact, we are always having conversations in the fields of life.

        	Chapter 10, “Traveling Off Planet,” asks what we will take with us as we move into our true space age, how we will interact with other civilizations, and how will we address the issue of other intelligence and life-forms engaging our own? Paradise on Earth is not just a memory; it is our future potential to make our home planet healthy and whole.

      

      They say that radio waves last forever. If that is true, then no doubt some day in the future the broadcasts I hosted will be drawn down from the Akashic radio beam we once rode together and new generations will enjoy the healthy dose of laughter and compassionate optimism we shared in the need for reclaiming planetary unity. In the meantime I hope you enjoy The Future of Human Experience and find in it some inspiration for your own journey on this sacred planet we call terra firma, our home planet Earth.
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      UNCOVERING CATASTROPHE IN PARADISE

      Who among us hasn’t wondered what the future will be like? For almost three decades I have interviewed people on the numerous potentials being forecast and imagined for the near and far future and spoken at great length with representatives of ancient wisdom traditions, think tank prognosticators, laboratory-tested psychics, and many others. Sometimes the similarities in their forecasts are striking, while the methods they use to “see the future” are significantly diverse. In fact, the striking similarities between ancient teachings and modern quantum physics can teach us quite a lot about effectively creating a sustainable future.

      During these decades I have explored many issues with brilliant guests and often notice a common theme among mythologies and prophecies from around the world, geological history, and various Earth sciences. They show a recurring cycle of catastrophic Earth changes and the rebirth of new civilizations. Cataclysmic destruction and renewal has occurred many times on this planet, perhaps for billions of years.

      This gives us a clue that the secret of our future may lie in the mysteries of the past. So it is here, in the past, where our exploration of our future will begin. Most Westerners are taught that history is a linear progression of civilizations rising from primitive man ever upward to societies that are increasingly developed and evolved. We’re taught that the history of humankind is separate from the history of the Earth; that somehow, one is a study of culture and the other a study of matter. We have been conditioned to believe that the logical progression has been from more primitive to more evolved systems, a type of indefensible evolutionism. In truth, however, science shows us that actually the reverse is true, as manifested in the smallest atom or the largest galaxy. The law of the universe is for evolution to proceed from greater complexity toward more harmonic, elegant, and simplified systems.

      
[image: image]

      Fig. I.1. On January 25, 2012, NASA released what it said is 
the “most amazing high-definition image of Earth” ever. It is a composite image 
that uses a number of swaths of the Earth’s surface, taken on January 4, 2012. 
The original Blue Marble image, taken by Apollo 17 astronauts on their 
way to the moon in 1972, may very well be one of the most viewed images in the 
world. Image courtesy of NASA.

      The record of Earth’s soul—the beautiful and horrifying phenomena of creation—is recorded in humanity’s myths. Rather than originating as imaginal entertainment, the myths and legends of our ancient ancestors have been revealed to describe actual events that took place on Earth. This has been shown by many who have studied the correlations in various myths from all over the world. When looked at this way, Earth history indicates that there is a cosmic phenomenon that repeats cyclically in rhythm with the fall and rise of human civilizations. It seems to me that the Earth’s regenerative power, or what could be seen as the Earth’s breathing in and out, inside a larger cosmic body of extraplanetary events has played an important role in bringing humanity to cosmic consciousness. The cosmic role of Earth’s cycle of destruction and creation pushes humanity to emerge from catastrophe to enjoy long stretches of opportunities for cultural and social refinement. We see this in the various golden ages of past civilizations. By understanding ancient stories of catastrophes, we may find some keys to our own potential role as divine co-creators of a prosperous Earth and assist in supporting the world’s soul in the cosmos.

      Mythologies and Earth sciences agree that world history is cyclical, not linear, and there is support for the proposition that humanity’s history on Earth spans billions of years, not one to six million years as often taught today. Lifelong student of world mythologies David Talbott, Ph.D., has devised a unified theory of mythologies that tells of a time when our solar system was a much more dangerous place to be, leading to a cycle of destruction and rebuilding that one can read clearly in the myths. Michael Cremo, Ph.D., and Richard Thompson, Ph.D., present proof in their book Forbidden Archeology (rereleased in 1993 in abridged form as Forbidden Archeology: The Hidden History of the Human Race) that humans like ourselves have existed on this planet for tens of millions of years. They also show how this evidence has been suppressed, ignored, and forgotten because it contradicts generally held ideas, both Darwinian and creationist, about human evolution. Darwinian thought maintains that we are evolved from single cell amoebas through a progressive cellular development until, from apes, we became humans. Creationists see our existence as a divine act of a Creator God who created the world, the light, the seas, the sky, the animals, and humans over a period of six days or six thousand years ago. Humans like to have explanations, but sometimes by clinging to them we miss the truth.

      Geologist Robert M. Schoch, Ph.D., has exposed the vested interests of traditional archaeologists who cling to their shortsighted dating theories when clear and obvious new evidence is presented to them that pushes back the dates of advanced civilizations further and further into Earth’s past.

      Systems scientist Paul LaViolette, Ph.D., has shown in a series of books how ancient creation myths describe atomic physics and the waveform phenomenon. There is enough fossil and material evidence to necessitate the rewriting of human history and our time line on planet Earth as shown by Jonathan Wells, Ph.D., in his book, Icons of Evolution: Science or Myth?

      
        
          DAVID TALBOTT’S UNIFIED THEORY OF MYTHOLOGIES
        

        Comparative mythologist David Talbott’s unified theory of mythologies summarizes the results of two decades of research into world history. With Australian physicist Wallace Thornhill, David Talbott has coauthored a book entitled Thunderbolts of the Gods in which they show that the creation myths from India, Egypt, Asia, and indeed from every corner of the Earth are not simply fantastic parables, imaginary dramas, or symbolic journeys. Many are recordings of actual events.

        Talbott sees in their correlations a time when our solar system looked nothing like it does today and was a much more dangerous place to be. Following the groundbreaking work of Immanuel Velikovsky, Talbott and Thornhill have pooled their disparate fields of study to show the role of plasmic energy in the tales of great thunderbolt Gods—devastating destruction and horrendous electrical scarring of the planets. Talbott asserts that looking for a scientific explanation of myths and examining their symbols could offer a greater scientific understanding of the past.

        Following a rigorous historical investigation, he proposed the Saturn model—a radical vision of great spectacles in the heavens recalled by ancient races around the world. He says this acts as a unified reference point by which to understand world mythologies and the role of electricity in the universe. Looking at the doomsday archetypes that are prevalent in all the world traditions, Talbott shows how they reflect an ongoing course of planetary disorder and are expressions of humankind’s greatest desires and fears. “The environment we live in today is not the same environment our ancestors lived in,” said Talbott, “and their stories beckon us to recall horrifying experiences that have been part of human civilization as long as stories have been told and preserved.” To really understand them, however, Talbott asserts, “the prime requirement for investigators in this field is an independent attitude, free from theoretical prejudice and eager to consider all patterns of ancient memory—even when the mythic themes make no sense under prevailing assumptions.”

        Both Talbott and coauthor Thornhill were influenced by Immanuel Velikovsky’s book Worlds in Collision, published in 1950. In addition to the great founder of anthroposophy Rudolph Steiner (1861–1925), Velikovsky (1895–1979) was one of the few outspoken men in the twentieth-century era to suggest that our solar system has gone through radical changes during humanity’s lifetime on Earth, which affected civilization’s history in ways sometimes overlooked and not just on Earth, but on other planets as well. During one of our interview conversations, Talbott summarized Velikovsky’s conclusions. “Planetary history was marked by vastly greater chaotic and catastrophic episodes than has ever been acknowledged. The planets in the solar system were in greater proximity to each other, posing serious threats to each planet’s stability—whether it was from pieces of planetary bodies breaking off and smashing into other planetary surfaces, or the ejections of great fields of plasma and other impacting energies and gases.”

        Talbott points to two overarching concerns expressed in the ancient Babylonian, Hebrew, Asian, Chinese, Nordic, and other cultures: a longing for a return to a paradisical state and a tremendous fear of a great catastrophe. The saturnine orientation of the Hebrews, Egyptians, Greeks, Chinese, and other mythologies show that humanity experienced a paradisical epoch followed by world-destroying calamities. Talbott believes that if we look carefully at the ancient symbol systems, their pictographs and stories, the same themes repeat concerning threats to the planet from space and a longing to re-create or to preserve their piece of Eden.

        “No comprehension of world mythology is possible apart from the memory of planets extremely close to the Earth, accompanied by earthshaking electrical activity,” Talbott writes. “It was not that long ago that heaven was alive with electricity as planets moved through a rich plasma environment. Ambient electrical activity gave rise to unearthly sights and sounds for which natural experience today can only provide the faintest reminder. In the wake of these events, cultures around the world strove to reckon with the forces unleashed, to interpret the meaning of cosmic catastrophe, and to remember.”

        Pretending to be a three-dimensional observer on Earth makes all these stories clear, suggests Talbott. “The chain of arrows event is a story about an ancestral warrior or hero who launches arrows toward the sky, and each arrowhead embeds itself in the one above it. The chain of arrows then becomes a ladder by which the hero ascends to heaven. Numerous examples of this theme are found in the Americas alone, but other examples occur from Africa and India to the South Pacific. In the Kathlamet legend of a hero named Many Swans, this great ancestor launches a stream of arrows heavenward forming a ladder of ascent to the sky. In the Hindu Ramayana, the arrows of Arjuna form a bridge capable of carrying the mighty Hanuman, the traveler between worlds.”

        At first, Talbott saw the chain of arrows as a series of toroids (see the image in figure 1.1.) stacked along a central spine. He believed “these toroidal forms had evolved violently from a luminous filament spiraling up the polar axis,” until Thornhill told him about Peratt instability. “When Tony Peratt, one of the world’s most accomplished plasma theorists, described the violent evolution of a plasma discharge [a configuration actually named the Peratt instability after him] there was this immediate correspondence between the global pictographic record [our reconstruction based on historical testimony] and the extraordinary forms of the evolving discharge in the laboratory.” Quoting others in the plasma sciences, he said they found the same correlation he had between the mythological chain of arrows and the way plasmic fields actually emit their discharge. Simply put, he said it was “too specific and too precise to be due to accident.” Ancient mythology describes what we are only now able to understand as plasmic discharge in the ethers of cosmic space.
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          Fig. 1.1. Toroidal form
        

        In Worlds in Collision, Immanuel Velikovsky expressed his own doubts in the status quo’s supposition of planetary electrical neutrality, saying that he became skeptical of the accepted theories about celestial motions. He pointed out that celestial mechanics stand only if the sun is electrically neutral, which we know to be untrue. He earned the status quo’s wrath when he pointed out that Newtonian celestial mechanics was based on a theory where gravitation, electricity, and magnetism had no role. It was also Velikovsky who posited that ancient mythologies describe a much more violent atmosphere on Earth as a result of proximity to Mars and Venus especially. In other words, he too found that Earth’s space odyssey is not always smooth sailing given that records of meteorites and other near-Earth objects (NEOs) striking the Earth and upending civilization are apparent.

        Many modern astronomers and quantum physicists, like the researchers mentioned in this chapter, would say that Velikovsky was right to challenge the dogmatic position that planets have some sort of neutral electrical state. As both physicists and mystics have maintained, space is not empty, but rather a seething energetic matrix with charged cosmic particles. Electricity is very much a part of the solar planetary story; the very field in which we have subtle existence is a field of cosmically charged particles. Like the bioelectric and biomagnetic human, the Earth is also in a constant state of etheric flux.

        Talbott maintains that these ancient cosmic spectacles produced an explosion of human imagination: a myth-making epoch that has no counterpart in later times. Our ancestors attempted to portray in stories what today would be recorded in film and on video and on paper. Because of this systematic connection between civilization’s imagination and the cosmic events themselves, I believe humanity was more essentially engaged with nature. They had a feeling of intimacy with the sacred and the mysterious that we no longer have in Western culture in general, and perhaps this gave our ancestors a chance for intimate conversations with nature and the cosmic world surrounding and invigorating it.

        Following on the idea that the ancient community’s imagination and sense of awe were part of the world drama, I’d like to further propose that perhaps in some instances natural events were an epic drama unfolded from human hearts and minds, rather than the other way around. Not only were natural events reflected in human epic dramas, but also humanity’s inner imagination, visions, actions, feelings, and fears could have shaped matter and been expressed in natural events. Is it not possible that both could occur simultaneously, that nature unfolds from us and we are enfolded in her? If this reciprocity is accepted, it makes all thought potent and consciousness a cocreative matter-shaping force. Our efforts to record our history are essentially attempts to guide others, and in some fundamental way, our effort to act as witness is also an action. Might humanity have some fundamental purpose in sustaining the world both physically and spiritually, both as observers and doers?

        Are we to interpret mythologies as actual historical descriptions of events? “The lightning Gods of old have a story to tell,” Talbott says, “and that story, when traced to its substructure, points to extraordinary natural events.” It is essentially a story of centuries of cosmic fire raining down on Earth. Here are a few of Talbott’s almost two dozen examples of the symbolism of lightning utilized in ancient myth:

        
          	Lightning is seen as a frightful weapon: a sword, arrow, mace, club, spear, ax, or hammer.

          	Lightning appears as a great bird or “thunderbird” with heaven-spanning wings.

          	Lightning is launched from a great wheel turning in the sky; the “chariot” of the Gods.

          	Lightning streaks along the world axis, acquiring the form of a towering column, the axis mundi. It is the pillar of the sky, which at the beginning of time separated heaven and Earth.

        

        My purpose in drawing attention to a few of the electrical thunderbolt motifs in world mythology that Talbott, Thornhill, Velikovsky, and others talk about is that they provide a vivid example of why we must expand our way of looking at our ancient cultures. Rather than being less evolved than our own modern society, the ancients were in many respects highly evolved and deeply engaged in being a conscious part of a much greater cosmic drama. We can trace history in part by what the ancients saw in their skies and on the Earth around them as described in their stories and narratives.

        Consider our current civilization’s intensification of research on threats from space. These threats include solar flares, meteorites, and other NEOs such as comets and asteroids, three hundred of which have been identified as having orbits crossing Earth’s path, making our planet susceptible to massive catastrophe. Mirroring the stuff of science fiction, this is nevertheless a very real threat that NASA maintains oversight of. In our modern era are we not creating little tales about this concern in our popular culture, with “end of the world” films capturing public attention? Indeed, there is growing scientific acknowledgement that it’s time to seriously address preparation for and protection from off-planet threats to the Earth, for which NEO defense and deflection systems are being promoted.

      

      
        
          THE FORBIDDEN ARCHAEOLOGY OF MICHAEL CREMO
        

        Michael Cremo and Richard Thompson’s Forbidden Archeology proves that humanity is much older than we are taught. Unearthing and analyzing clues in Vedic literature, they have shown that our civilizations have risen and fallen in ways most people today would be stunned by. According to the collected anomalous archaeological evidence presented in their book, the world as we know it today is at least 2 billion years old, and the history of Homo sapiens is far older than the 1–6 million years of ape-like hominids commonly taught. Cremo and Thompson have upset the time line for our presence on Earth in our current genetic and physiological forms by cataloging hundreds of finds, such as the 2.3 billion-yearold round, metallic, grooved spheres from South Africa, which suggest that metallurgy was practiced on Earth long before this cycle’s Iron Age (1200–550 BCE).

        Trying to put our extensive life cycles on Earth in perspective, Cremo states: “According to the Puranas [Vedic histories], there have been innumerable creations in the course of cyclical time. The basic unit of Vedic cyclical time is the day of Brahma, which lasts 4.32 billion years. The day of Brahma [also called a kalpa] is followed by a night of Brahma, also lasting 4.32 billion years. The cycle of days and nights of Brahma goes on for Brahma’s lifetime of one hundred years [36,000 nights], equivalent to 311.04 trillion of our human years. During the day of Brahma, life [including human life] is manifest. During the night of Brahma, life is not manifest.”

        Cremo described, in one of our several interviews, the project of gathering this information that rewrites history. “When I started I thought it would take me about eight weeks, but when I got into it I found that the eight weeks turned into eight months and the eight months turned into eight years. There is such a huge volume of information that has been subject to this knowledge-filtering process. It involved getting all kinds of scientific publications that have been put out for one hundred and fifty years. And knowledge filtering has been going on that long, ever since Darwin wrote his Origin of the Species.”

        Cremo continued telling us about his own amazing odyssey. “When I started traveling and going to different parts of the world, I became very interested in the ancient Sanskrit writings. That’s what really got me started thinking that things might be a little bit different than we are told. You can go to India, Egypt, or China or South America to the Aztecs, Mayan, and Incan places,” he continued, sounding like a travel guide, “and you find the local people will tell you that some temple has been here for millions of years. And if you look into their writing you find actual histories that go back vast stretches of time. For instance, the Babylonian kings list goes back over four hundred thousand years. The pharaoh lists are older than that. What modern historians will say is that they are accurate up to a certain point, say maybe ten thousand years, but if you go back any further than that, they’re not.”

        Cremo wondered if there was any evidence from any of these very ancient people. After all, these writings indicated human origins far predated what is commonly accepted by Western science. “If there was any truth to these ancient wisdom teachings and what they say about the age of human civilization,” he decided, “then there might be some visible evidence to back it up.” He and Thompson began to look for any “scientifically verifiable things that could show us that human history is far older than we are told.” Their work is another approach to proving the cyclic nature of humanity’s history, rather than a linear historical trail. Given this, I asked Cremo, during an interview, to contrast the normative world-view of the age of humankind with some of the ancient teachings on the subject, like those from the Hindu or Sanskrit writings.

        In the accepted time line, “village life would come in around ten thousand years ago. And the first organized urban areas or cities began sometime between six thousand and eight thousand years ago. They would say that human beings like us in our current form have only been around for one hundred thousand years.” The Vedic literature, by contrast, “presents what is called cyclical time. These are far greater spans of time than we normatively consider when speaking of our human history. These cosmic time cycles go back billions of years. . . . If you carefully study the cosmological literatures in ancient India, you’ll find that we are about two billion years into the current day of Brahma. This means that a Vedic archaeologist would expect to find evidence of human presence going back just about that far.”

        I was anxious for others to hear some of the examples they cataloged in Forbidden Archeology, as it is modern heresy to challenge the linear model of history. “What you find is that scientists have found a continuous chain of evidence showing that humans like us have been present on the planet for all of recorded Earth history. The oldest discoveries that I encountered in my research actually go back to two billion years ago,” Cremo indicated. Unfortunately, whenever anomalous evidence emerges of civilized humanity older than the accepted ten-thousand-year-long time line for humanity as we know it, these findings are snared by what Cremo calls the knowledge filter—designed to keep the current paradigm in place—and therefore anything that challenges it is not publicized. Archaeological discoveries from one million, ten million, and one hundred million years ago are regularly dismissed.

        “The oldest things found in my research,” Cremo told us, “were some very old metallic spheres that have been found over the past twenty or thirty years by miners in South Africa. . . . These objects are 1 or 2 inches in diameter. The one I had analyzed by some metallurgists turned out to be made of a naturally occurring form of iron called hematite. The amazing thing about these objects is that they have parallel grooves right around the center of them, sometimes one, two, or three grooves. The scientific analysis showed that these grooves were original. They were carved [at the same time that] these things were incorporated into the layers of rock where they are found now—and they are found in layers of rock over two billion years old.” These balls have been cited by some alternative researchers and reporters as inexplicable out-of-place artifacts that could only have been manufactured by intelligent beings.
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          Fig. 1.2. Klerksdorp spheres are small objects, often 
spherical to disc-shaped, that have been collected from two- to 
three-billion-year-old mineral deposits near Ottosdal, South Africa.

Image courtesy of Robert Huggett, Wikimedia Commons.
        

        In fact, as Cremo showed us over and over again, this type of documentation already exists in the scientific journals from around the world and, when viewed as a whole, shows clearly that the approved theory of humanity’s time line is largely erroneous. “In 1852 the Scientific American reported that a beautiful metallic vase was found fifteen feet deep in solid rock near Boston, Massachusetts, in Dorchester, and according to the U.S. Geological Survey the rock is from the Cambrian period. That would be about six hundred million years old.”

        My next question addressed the most regular criticism lodged against Cremo’s argument by the mainstream archaeologists. I suggested the possibility that objects of a later date get mixed into layers of Earth of an earlier date due to the shifting nature of Earth changes. “Of course, that’s possible,” he responded, “but we looked for that. You’ll find the scientists who have written these reports have taken that into account.” This is best illustrated by the find of several skeletons in Italy, buried in Earth that is dated at three to four million years old. One explanation is that a few thousand years ago when these people died, their friends dug graves deep into the ground and buried them in ancient layers of rock. Cremo refutes this argument, pointing out that, “the original discoverers, most being geologists, paleontologists, and archaeologists, are aware of this problem called intrusive burial. But when this occurs, all the covering layers of rock would be disturbed. That was not the case [with this find]. Instead there were undisturbed strata of layers of rock. Scientists then check for faults, for evidence of earth movements, and in this case, as in many others, there is no earth movement explanation. These are ancient skeletons in ancient layers of earth.”

        Cremo went on to point out that the famous multigenerational, anthropological, and archaeological Leakey family has made some amazing discoveries. In 1979 dozens of footprints were found at Laetoli, in the East African country of Tanzania. Meave Leakey herself said that the footprints were indistinguishable from those of modern human beings. “These footprints were found in layers of rock over 3.7 million years old, and they were totally modern,” stressed Cremo. “This is exactly the same age as the well-known Lucy and the new hominid that was found not long ago by Meave, known by the name of Platyops or Flat Face who is 3.5 million years old [from the middle Pliocene era]. It appears that when these little ape-men were walking around there were also humans like us walking around.” We did not evolve from apes, but resided on Earth side by side.

        What impact will this reversal of facts have on our view of our place in the world, relative to our way of looking at our future? “The linear progressive concept of time is what modern science is based on,” pointed out Cremo, emphasizing that “there you always get the idea that things had to start out more simply, more primitively, and then move forward in an evolutionary way. . . . It’s as though people want to explain things as cosmic accident that only happened once, which is the linear [and fabricated] sense of time. Whereas, if you have a cyclical sense of time, with things happening over and over and over again, that leaves us with an understanding that there has to be some intelligence behind it.” It looks like after paradise is destroyed it then shows up again a million years later. There is periodicity, a pattern, and a suggestion that there is purpose to life. We didn’t evolve from single cell amoebas; there is design and purpose to creation, a pattern to this epic drama that repeats itself over a period of millions of years.

        As Cremo explained, “what’s really at stake is our whole definition of ourselves. The way we set our goals for ourselves depends upon, in part, who we think we are and where we came from.”

        “It also impacts what we do with our natural resources and how we treat other sentient creatures,” I said.

        “Absolutely,” Cremo agreed. “If we think that we are just a combination of chemicals that arose by chance and arose in this linear progressive fashion, then we don’t accept that behind it all is some intelligence, some spiritual principle that transcends the whole thing. If we don’t have that, then our whole purpose in life becomes dominated by exploitation of the resources around us. If we accept the other concept of ourselves and where we came from, then it becomes obvious that we will look at ourselves in a different way. We will concentrate on the development of consciousness rather than the domination and exploitation of matter.”

        In discussing why such falsity is maintained as scientific gospel, Cremo pointed out that there are different types of power in the world. There is job power, political and economic power, military power, and also intellectual power. It is very subtle power and those who have the power bring to bear great pressure on those who might be inclined to speak in opposition. It is an issue of great consequence, as we will discuss with Ingo Swann in chapter 8 on the secrets of power.

        “What all of this leads to,” concluded Cremo, “is that we need a new explanation of human origins. Basically, before we even ask the question of where did human beings come from, we should ask what is a human being. An idea that has been very prominent in science, and very closely tied to this whole Darwinian theory of evolution, is that we are simply a combination of chemicals. That’s all there is. This linear, progressive sense of time is self-organizing. We are a machine and that’s our business and entire purpose—to dominate and exploit the resources available to us.” Some factions are even already planning to travel to Mars, other planets, and asteroids in order to mine them and turn them into commodities. “Trash the universe if we can,” I said.

        “That’s the plan,” he answered with a sarcastic chuckle we both understood. “That’s the only plan put out there for us. But we are more than just ordinary matter. If you look at us . . . we are composed of three things. There is ordinary matter, but there is also mind and there is also spirit or consciousness. . . . We didn’t evolve up from matter, but devolved, or came down, from the level of pure consciousness. That’s where our identity is. We are conscious selves that have somehow or other departed from the realm of pure consciousness and have become covered over by denser energies. I think we should make it our main business to reverse the process. Let’s purify our consciousness. Let’s develop our consciousness. . . . That’s what all the great wisdom traditions of the world have been about. They have developed technologies, not for dominating and exploiting matter, but for elevating consciousness back to its original position.”

        Cremo is certainly not alone in this conclusion. Increasingly, members of the scientific community find reason to assert, like those of the planet’s spiritual traditions, that we are faced with a choice on which the Earth hangs in balance. Will we apply all of our talents to preserving the biosphere by refining our consciousness and how we use everything we have both spiritually and physically, or will we participate in instigating catastrophe, perhaps sooner than in its natural time?

        I closed one of my discussions with Cremo with a brief examination of the extraterrestrial genetic engineering hypothesis, something we will examine in a later chapter. I asked Cremo if there was any archaeological evidence of intergalactic “seeding” of human life. Did he think humanlike life was confined to this planet? “We should expect the phenomena of life to exist off this planet,” he said. “It is my conviction that there is humanlike life on other planets and in other solar systems in our universe. This is a conclusion I have drawn from a study of . . . ancient wisdom traditions like the Vedic writings, which tell of 400,000 human species scattered all over the universe.” In other words, I thought during our discussion, we are not home alone. Interestingly enough, in February of 2013, NASA announced that the Kepler space telescope mission data revealed that there may be billions of Earthlike planets near us, some as close as thirteen light years away, which astronomers say is “practically next door.”

      

      
        
          ROBERT SCHOCH ON THE ROLE THAT CATASTROPHES PLAY
        

        Following in the footsteps of R. A. Schwaller de Lubicz and John Anthony West, geologist Robert Schoch, Ph.D., was responsible for bringing the redating of the Sphinx to the level of appropriate scientific inquiry. Schoch has proved geologically by looking at water weathering marks on the Sphinx that this mysterious monument was constructed several thousand years before what is traditionally recognized as the beginning of the Egyptian dynasties. He says the weathering patterns on the Sphinx date its creation to around ten thousand, five hundred years ago, or 8500– 5000 BCE, rather than the more normative claim of 3000–2500 BCE.

        In his book Voices of the Rocks: A Scientist Looks at Catastrophes and Ancient Civilizations written with Robert Aquinas McNally, Schoch turned his attention to the role catastrophes play in the course of human history. Voices of the Rocks makes clear that Earth-shattering changes have resulted from the periodic rain of extraterrestrial objects (like meteorites), which could be the explanation for the sudden and mysterious demise of many advanced and legendary cultures.

        I asked Schoch to repaint human history with the inclusion of catastrophism in the larger role it deserves. “The accepted view is that world history is progressive and piecemeal,” he told us in one of several interviews, “from primitive [cultures] progressing incrementally
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