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		Tricia Lynn Maloney began working with antique textiles in a local museum while pursuing a degree at Allegheny College. Later she went into the field of education and holds a Masters in elementary education/childhood education. Tricia has worked in a quilt shop and designs her own patterns and quilts, selling locally and online. She teaches quilt classes in hand-dyeing fabrics, purse making, designing quilts and free motion quilting. Additionally, she has co-taught an annual 12-month quilt program since 2007. Tricia is an officer of her quilt guild, Country Charms.
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		1 working with orphan blocks

		An orphan block is simply any quilt block that hasn’t found a home in a completed quilt yet. Orphan blocks can be old, new, in good condition or poor; they can be well pieced or badly pieced; attractive or unappealing; pieced or appliquéd. They can be signed by the maker or made by unknown hands. They can even be from last month’s UFO (Unfinished Fabric Object). They can be yours or someone else’s.

		This book shows you how to take those lost, unused or perhaps even unloved blocks and make a home for them. Any abandoned block can become part of a one-of-a-kind, beloved quilt. You don’t necessarily need to have lots of blocks — some projects start with just one. It’s simply a matter of knowing how to create the right setting. The projects in this book teach you to do that.

		Making an orphan block quilt is an amazing experience! It’s fun, exciting, challenging and creative. When you begin the process, you never know exactly where you will end up. You may think you know what the final project will look like, but often the project takes you on a few unexpected side roads along the way. Part of the enjoyment is the anticipation of not quite knowing what the final result will be. If you are fortunate enough to have signature blocks signed by the maker(s), you might even discover a lost quilter with a little basic research. This, of course, could lead your project in an entirely new direction.

		A completed orphan block quilt can be:

		• A tangible reminder of times enjoyed with the beloved friend or family member who made the blocks.

		• A connection to ancestors you never knew.

		• A way to hear the voices of quilters whose names are long forgotten but whose personalities live on in their handiwork.

		And it’s always great fun to hunt for vintage, reproduction, or new fabrics to complement an old piece or evoke the style of the era when the orphan blocks were made.

		Whether your orphan quilt blocks are modern or antique, this section will show you how to select suitable blocks and get them ready for your own orphan block quilt project.

		Let’s get started!
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		Nine Patch circa 1920
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		Eight Point Star circa 1995

		Antique Dealers, Shops and Shows 

		If you’re looking for antique orphans, antique dealers are a wonderful resource. Most of the time, dealers have their own specialties and may even devalue items that are not part of that specialty. Call around, stop and visit shops in your area and on your travels — you’ll be surprised about the unfinished quilt blocks and even quilt tops that you find. Often, prices will be reasonable — even cheap. Making friends with a dealer is a great idea. As he goes to sales and shows, he will most likely keep you in mind when spotting quilt items which may interest you, the customer.

		Checking out antique shows will help you to get to know antique dealers both in and out of your area.

		finding orphan quilt blocks

		Before making quilts, you need to find the blocks! Where can you find orphans?

		Your Stash 

		The first place to look for orphan blocks is in your own stash. Probably, you’ll only find modern orphans, but who knows, perhaps you’ll find a few antique orphans lurking about. If you’re like me, you have lots of unfinished fabric objects (UFO’s) and these might yield orphans. So, look for extra blocks, sampler quilts that were never finished, blocks that were ugly and never found their way into a project, sample blocks from projects you never made, or even projects in which you didn’t make enough blocks and thus never completed the quilt.

		Flea Markets 

		Flea markets are like garage sales and auctions combined.

		If you attend a flea market, you can look at what each vendor has to sell. Some items will have prices, others will be unmarked. If the item is unmarked, you might ask the vendor, “What’s your best price?” Now, the fun part about flea markets is that prices are rarely fixed. If you’re interested and the price seems fair to you, pay it; however, if it seems high, make a counteroffer. I have learned that it is often very persuasive to have the exact amount of your offer (cash of course) in your hand
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