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      Skye Turner Copyright ©2015

      All rights reserved.

      This e-book is the sole property of the author and may not be reproduced or transmitted without the permission of the author. Please help prevent the piracy of e-books. If you are reading this book and you did NOT PURCHASE IT for .99, you have an illegal copy! I like to eat and I like to feed my children, so please support myself and other authors by acquiring our work the LEGAL way. Don’t be a douche and steal our hard work.

      This book is a work of fiction. Names, characters, places, and incidents are the product of the author’s imagination or are used fictitiously. Any resemblance to any person, living or dead, places, events, or occurrences is purely coincidental unless otherwise noted below.

      The author acknowledges the real people or places and copyrighted or trademarked status and trademark owners of the following wordmarks mentioned in this work of fiction: Angelina Jolie, Hollywood, New York.
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      Good evening ladies and gentlemen. Welcome to the Gemstone Burlesque Club! I’m Jewel, your dazzling emcee for the evening. I hope y’all are ready for a show.

      Here at Gemstone Burlesque, our girls are named after gemstones and are equally precious.

      Tonight’s feature dance goes to the lovely… Ruby.

      Hold onto your seats and prepare to be dazzled…

      Ladies and gentlemen…Gemstone Burlesque presents for your viewing and listening pleasure… Ruby.
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      “Put that book down and get those shoes on. You’re on in two.”

      I hear Bree though I’m desperately trying to finish this chapter before I go on. Dammit, not going to happen. I hate having to stop in the middle of a damn chapter. It literally pains me.

      Reaching around the floor blindly, I try to locate my shoe as I try to speed read and finish the last few pages of this chapter. My hand is finding nothing on the floor. With a sigh of acceptance, I slip the photo booth strip between the pages to use as a bookmark and groan as I gently set my precious on my dressing table surface.

      Bree is grinning at me in the mirror as she holds my black satin stilettos out to me on two fingers. Reaching back, I swipe them and slip them onto my feet as she makes certain every hook and eye is closed on the back of my red lace corset. Around the pin between her lips she asks, “Good book? What are you reading tonight?”

      She hastily pins the corset to tighten it under my breasts and swats my ass to try to hurry me along to the stage. As I reach the door, I call over my shoulder, “You know me. Just another sexy book. A girl’s gotta have some sort of romance in her life.”

      She snorts and rolls her eyes as she mutters, “Yeah, because beauties like you have no real shot with finding love, right.” Twirling her finger, she says, “Spin, let me get the full effect.”

      With a snort of my own, I mutter under my breath, “Yeah, the real men who want an actual relationship are beating down my door…” as I comply and spin for her.

      She gives me a thumbs up as she smiles. “Smokin hot, babe! Break a leg, Ruby!”

      With a grin of my own, I dash through the hall backstage and reach the stairs to the stage just as Jade is coming down from her set. She clucks her tongue at me and winks. “You’re up, Sweetness.”

      Running my hands over my hips and fluffing my hair as I wait for my cue, I ask her, “Good crowd tonight?”

      She nods and her thick Louisiana drawl spills from her Angelina Jolie worthy lips, “Sure is. It’s a packed house.” She bumps my shoulder with her dainty one as she passes me and says, “Go get ’em, love,” before she saunters down the hall.

      I nod at her and run through my entrance in my head as Jewel announces me on the stage. As the crowd cheers, I look over at the stage door and see Bull, the backstage security guard, running his gaze over me. He blushes as he sees me looking at him and glances away hastily. He coughs to cover his embarrassment.

      He’s always glancing at me but he never really says too much. I can’t help but dwell on it. He’s a huge ‘bull’ of a man. He comes by the nickname naturally, but he’s also got a sort of boyish charm to him... And under that well-groomed goatee and those bulging muscles is a very attractive man.

      He intrigues me.

      No time to dwell on that right now. Deciding to figure it out later, I glance at him once more as Jewel finishes my intro. Right before the stage goes dark, I see he’s once again looking at me, so, feeling sassy, I wink at him just as the curtain starts to wave.

      My voice rises with the black curtain and within minutes, I have the captivated crowd eating out of my hand.

      My set is only two songs but I’m drained when it’s over, though I’m also exhilarated. The crowd is on their feet and their abundant applause follows me backstage as the curtain once again drops. Clearing the stage, I stop in the hall to catch my breath.

      I’m leaning against the wall of the narrow hallway when I decide to slip my shoes off to rest my screaming feet. My strawberry- blonde curls are tightly pinned on top of my head in a classic up do and my makeup is thick for the stage.

      I can’t wait to get back to my dressing room to release my hair from its tight confines and wipe the stage makeup from my face.

      A giant sigh of relief escapes me as I get my shoes off and my stockinged feet touch the cool stained concrete of the hallway. It feels like heaven against the screaming balls of my feet. A slight chuckle has my head raising.

      Bull is looking at me and he’s smirking. He nods at my discarded shoes and says, “Better?”

      I can’t help but grin back at him as I bend to pick them up from the floor. I nod as I stand. “Yes, much. They look amazing on stage and help sell the package, but damn they kill a girl’s feet.”

      He murmurs almost incoherently, “You don’t need any help selling the package.” His jaw snaps closed and he quickly looks away from me.

      Did he just say that?

      A smile spreads across my face as I realize he didn’t mean to say that out loud and that he’s embarrassed about it. I can see a slight flush spreading across his cheeks.

      Reaching out, I lay my hand on his arm and I gasp as the muscles jump under my palm. My fingers wrap around the bulging muscle and as my fingers don’t even come close to touching, I realize just how muscular Bull actually is.

      I look up into his face and see he’s looking down at me. His eyes are blazing and my pulse speeds up.

      His eyes are hazel. The outer ring is almost green, but the interior is a
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