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About this book

One of the most effective ways to learn a new language is through reading. When you read, you see how words, grammar, and common expressions are used in real situations. Over time, this helps you recognize patterns, expand your vocabulary, and become more comfortable understanding the language naturally.

Many learners, however, encounter the same problem. Books written for native speakers are often too difficult for beginners. They may contain advanced grammar, unfamiliar vocabulary, and long, complex sentences that make reading slow and frustrating. When the material feels overwhelming, it can be difficult to stay motivated.

This book is designed to provide an enjoyable and accessible way to practice reading Swedish.

Inside, you'll find 20 original short stories written specifically for CEFR A1 learners. Each story uses natural contemporary Swedish with carefully controlled vocabulary and grammar, allowing you to build your reading skills without feeling overwhelmed. While the language remains beginner-friendly, the stories themselves are designed to be engaging, varied, and enjoyable to read.

To support your learning, every story includes:

- A vocabulary list explaining important words and expressions from the story.

- Multiple-choice comprehension questions to help you check your understanding.

- A complete answer key so you can review your progress independently.

The stories cover a wide variety of everyday situations, including work, travel, family, shopping, hobbies, health, sports, housing, community life, and much more. As you progress through the book, you'll encounter useful vocabulary and sentence patterns that you can apply in real-life conversations.

You don't need to understand every word the first time you read a story. Instead, focus on understanding the main ideas and enjoying the reading experience. If you come across unfamiliar words, use the vocabulary list to help you before reading the story again. With each rereading, you'll notice that more of the language becomes familiar.

The collection is also carefully organized to support gradual progress. The first stories are intentionally very easy and highly predictable, helping you build confidence from the very beginning. Later stories become longer and more natural while still remaining within the CEFR A1 level. This progression helps bridge the gap between beginner study materials and independent Swedish reading.

Whether you're learning Swedish on your own, taking a language course, or preparing to live, work, or travel in Sweden, this book is designed to help you build confidence one story at a time.

Happy reading—and lycka till! (Good luck!)

How to use this book

Reading is one of the most effective ways to improve your Swedish. Every story in this book gives you the opportunity to learn new vocabulary, become familiar with common sentence patterns, and build confidence through meaningful context. You do not need to understand every word the first time you read. Instead, focus on enjoying the story and making steady progress with each chapter.

Step 1: Read the Story

Begin by reading the story from start to finish without stopping to look up every unfamiliar word. Try to understand the main events and follow the overall story. It is perfectly normal if you do not understand everything during your first reading.

Step 2: Review the Vocabulary List

After finishing the story, look through the vocabulary list. Pay attention to the words and expressions that were new to you, and notice how they were used in the story. Learning vocabulary in context makes it much easier to remember.

Step 3: Read the Story Again

Now read the story a second time. You will likely find that many sentences are easier to understand because you are already familiar with the key vocabulary. This second reading helps reinforce both new words and common Swedish sentence patterns.

Step 4: Answer the Comprehension Questions

Complete the multiple-choice questions at the end of the story. These questions are designed to help you check your understanding of the story rather than test your grammar. If you are unsure about an answer, return to the story and look for the relevant information.

Step 5: Check Your Answers

Use the answer key to see how you did. If you answered a question incorrectly, do not worry. Read that part of the story again and try to understand why the correct answer is right. Every mistake is an opportunity to learn.

Step 6: Keep Reading

As you continue through the book, you will notice many common Swedish words and expressions appearing again and again. This repetition is intentional and is one of the most effective ways to build long-term vocabulary and reading confidence.

The stories also become gradually more natural as the book progresses. The first stories are intentionally very easy and highly predictable so that you can begin reading Swedish with confidence. Later stories are longer, contain richer everyday vocabulary, and include more realistic conversations, while still remaining within the CEFR A1 level. This gradual progression helps prepare you for A2 reading materials.

There is no need to rush. You can read one story each day or work through the collection at your own pace. The more consistently you read, the more natural Swedish will begin to feel.

A useful reading strategy is to read each story at least twice. The first reading helps you understand the main events, and the second reading helps you notice vocabulary, expressions, and sentence patterns that you may have missed the first time. Many learners are surprised by how much more they understand during the second reading.

By following this simple approach, you will gradually develop stronger reading skills, expand your vocabulary, and become more confident using Swedish. Most importantly, enjoy the stories and celebrate your progress—one story at a time.
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Tilde vaknar klockan sex.

Hon bor i Uppsala.

Hon bor i en ny lägenhet.

I dag ska hon gå till universitetet.

Det är hennes första dag där.

Tilde går till köket.

Hon gör te.

Hon äter bröd och yoghurt.

Sedan tittar hon på en karta i sin telefon.

Hon vill hitta universitetet.

Tilde tar på sig jeans och en blå tröja.

Hon tar också sin jacka och sin väska.

Sedan går hon ut.

I trapphuset ser hon en äldre kvinna.

"God morgon", säger kvinnan.

"God morgon", säger Tilde.

"Du är ny här", säger kvinnan.

"Ja", säger Tilde. "Jag heter Tilde."

"Jag heter Majken", säger kvinnan.

"Jag bor på tredje våningen."

"Jag ska till universitetet", säger Tilde.

"Jag hittar inte vägen."

Majken ler.

"Gå rakt fram", säger hon.

"Vid parken går du till vänster."

"Sedan ser du stora röda byggnader."

"Där ligger universitetet."

"Tack så mycket", säger Tilde.

"Ingen orsak", säger Majken.

Tilde går ut på gatan.

Folk går på gatan.

En buss kör förbi.

Efter några minuter ser Tilde ett litet café.

Hon går in.

En man står bakom disken.

"Hej", säger mannen.

"Hej", säger Tilde.

"Vad vill du ha?" frågar mannen.

"En kaffe och en kanelbulle, tack", säger Tilde.

Mannen ger henne kaffe och en kanelbulle.

"Det blir femtioåtta kronor", säger han.

Tilde betalar med kort.

"Tack", säger mannen.

"Jag heter Samir."

"Jag heter Tilde", säger hon.

"Är du ny i Uppsala?" frågar Samir.

"Ja", säger Tilde.

"Jag ska studera här."

"Välkommen till Uppsala", säger Samir.

Tilde sätter sig vid ett bord.

Hon dricker kaffe.

Hon äter kanelbullen.

Hon tittar ut genom fönstret.

Hon är lugn.

Sedan går hon vidare.

Hon kommer till parken.

Där finns många träd.

Några studenter sitter på en bänk.

Tilde går förbi parken.

Snart ser hon stora röda byggnader.

"Det är universitetet", tänker hon.

Hon går till entrén.

Där står många nya studenter.

En kvinna ger dem papper.

Tilde tar ett papper.

Hon sätter sig på en bänk.

Majken var vänlig.

Samir var vänlig.

Tilde ler.

Hon tycker om Uppsala.

Vocabulary List

Lägenhet [Common gender] — Apartment

Universitet [Neuter] — University

Karta [Common gender] — Map

Park [Common gender] — Park

Café [Neuter] — Café

Kanelbulle [Common gender] — Cinnamon bun

Väska [Common gender] — Bag

Bänk [Common gender] — Bench

Att vakna — To wake up

Att gå — To go

Att äta — To eat

Att hitta — To find

Att se — To see

Att betala — To pay

Att studera — To study

Ny — New

Lugn — Calm

Vänlig — Friendly

God morgon — Good morning

Tack så mycket — Thank you very much

Ingen orsak — You’re welcome

Vad vill du ha? — What would you like?

Välkommen till Uppsala — Welcome to Uppsala
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Questions About the Story

1. Var bor Tilde?

a) I Stockholm

b) I en ny lägenhet i Uppsala

c) I Malmö

2. Vart ska Tilde gå?

a) Till sjukhuset

b) Till biblioteket

c) Till universitetet

3. Vem hjälper Tilde med vägen?

a) Samir

b) Majken

c) En student

4. Vad köper Tilde på caféet?

a) Te och bröd

b) Kaffe och en kanelbulle

c) Juice och frukt

5. Vad heter mannen på caféet?

a) Erik

b) Samir

c) Noa

6. Hur känner sig Tilde i slutet av berättelsen?

a) Hon tycker om Uppsala.

b) Hon vill åka hem.

c) Hon är arg.

Answer Key

1. b

2. c

3. b

4. b

5. b

6. a
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