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INTRODUCTION

In an increasingly growing dark world, as a child of God, there is a need to stand out from the crowd as a light and not conform to the darkness. Jesus in Matthew 5:14 calls you the "light of the world," a city set on a hill. As a city on a hill, you are meant to stand out in the beauty of God's glory through the way you live your life, just as the prophet Elijah stood out in his time. 

 

This present time is similar to the period Elijah the prophet lived in. Under the rulership of King Ahab and his wife, Jezebel, the Northern part of Israel had turned away from God to idolatry like the world today has turned away from God and His will. God had been pushed out of their daily lives and replaced with foreign god worship. Those who stood for God were heavily persecuted and killed. You find the same happening in society today: churches being told to close up in certain places, God and Jesus Christ being removed from the world's systems, and thick persecution of believers in many parts of the world. 

 

Freedom of expression is welcomed so far God is not mentioned. This is a generation that hates to hear the truth and fights it vigorously, replacing it with a false sense of freedom and unity away from the Creator. It is a time when, like Elijah, your stance for God will be clearly evident because it is a far cry from what is considered the norm of secular culture. As a child of God, you are called out of darkness into the marvelous light (I Peter 2:9) to become a bearer of this light to the world (Matthew 5:16). A great example of a man who took a stance for God in a time of thick darkness and persecution is Elijah, the prophet. A close study of his life will help you to understand how you can also stand for God in your time against all odds.

 

God used Elijah to make bold statements of His sovereignty to the lost people of Northern Israel, beginning from the king. The people had forgotten who God was to them, easily embracing idolatrous practices their kings introduced. Many of the people sought out ways to merge these practices with the things of God, attempting to be on both sides at the same time (I Kings 18:21). However, Elijah clearly demonstrated that there has to be a choice to either be for God or not. 

 

The life of Elijah shows practical ways you can also choose to be for the Lord God in daily interactions, irrespective of the difficulties that come from making that choice. These difficulties are mostly centered on opposition, mockery, and persecution. Being different from the norm will attract name-calling such as 'freak,' 'weird,' and even 'enemy,' like Elijah was called by King Ahab (I Kings 21:20). However, the life of Elijah also shows how he set himself to be used mightily by God as a bold demonstration of His power and truth against the gross deception which turned people away from the one true God.

 


CHAPTER ONE 
STANDING UP FOR GOD

 

When Elijah came into the picture, the people of Israel had not only divided into two kingdoms (the Southern kingdom, Judah, and the Northern kingdom, Israel), but the entire Northern Kingdom of Israel had turned away from God. From the time of King Jeroboam to King Ahab, the Northern kingdom was led to worship false gods (I Kings 12:28; I Kings 16:30-31). King Ahab had done the worst in comparison to the kings before him by not only marrying Jezebel from a family deep in pagan worship of Baal but building altars to Baal and welcoming about eight hundred and fifty pagan prophets into his kingdom (I Kings 18:19).

 

Paganism was the order of the day at that time. It was what the people had been taught. A good amount of the younger generations of Israel knew paganism as the only way of life. It was a period of heavy persecution of the prophets of the LORD God to wipe out any remaining trace of God in the kingdom, actively enforced by the Queen, Jezebel (I Kings 18:4). Many prophets of God were in hiding, many others killed. However, Elijah took a stand for God. 

 

In this present age, the culture further dives into activities in opposition to what God stands for. More than any other generation, the world is carried away by the spirit of the Antichrist actively working to lead people away from the Truth. As a result, the pressure to blend in is at an all-time high. Many Christians struggle with their identity in Christ in this age.

 

The line between the secular culture and God's righteous ordinances is attempted to be blurred to deceive the elect of God. However, Christians should separate themselves from the lies and the deception of the enemy and show the clear distinction between them and the world. Elijah demonstrated his stance in the LORD God in two distinct ways.

 

CONFESSION

 

God sent Elijah to King Ahab to confront him about his failure to follow the commandments of the LORD (I Kings 18:18; 21:20), and Elijah obeyed. Elijah was a man who was bold enough to follow God's instructions to keep pointing out to King Ahab his evil ways despite the risk of doing so. As a believer, you have been anointed by God and empowered by the Holy Spirit to receive boldness to be witnesses of the Truth (Acts 1:8). Elijah had confidence (faith) in God to be able to speak boldly. In the same way, you have to have faith in God. Your faith in God will move you to stand for Him when His name is slandered and when the truth is presented as a lie (or vice versa).

 

The world around you should be able to identify you as different. Unbelievers should know not to include you in gossips because they know you will speak against it (James 4:11). They should not feel comfortable talking about bringing down another person in your presence because of your boldness to speak against it (Psalms 1:1). Taking a stand for God entails being vocal about the things of God. Paul, the apostle, calls this 'reprove' in Ephesians 5:11-13. To reprove is to reprimand gently with the intent to correct. Your words should always make it clear who you stand for; God or the world (Titus 2:8; Colossians 4:6).

 

You will be presented with opportunities to prove where your allegiance lies, and those are the times when you should take courage in the knowledge of who God is and speak in the power of the Holy Spirit. Jesus was set up many times by the Pharisees and temple rulers. However, He always spoke the truth of the Word of God. There will be pressure to keep quiet and 'go with the flow. There will be pressure to let go of Biblical values and replace them with 'trendy norms.' There will be times when you will be ridiculed for holding onto principles of God termed as 'archaic' and 'foolish.' However, you should remember that those who are ashamed of God will be put to shame on the last day (Mark 8:38).

 

Like Elijah, be bold to speak against society's ills, against the prevalent evil, and against the wrongs presented as right. By this, you are being a voice of God to the world, demonstrating your stance for the one true God in a world heavily cloaked in sin. Let the world know through the way you speak that the LORD is your God like Elijah (I Kings 17:20-21).

 

ACTION

 

Elijah was not only vocal about God and His ways; he also demonstrated it in the way he dressed and in the things he did. Elijah wore only a garment of hairy animal skin and a leather belt to hold the garment in place (II Kings 1:8). Elijah's garment stood him out, and it was significant in his stance for God. His simple clothing showed where his priorities lay, which was in setting himself apart for the work of God. It showed his focus was on doing the will of God and not on his physical appearance. When you begin to worry about appearances and material possessions, you take your mind away from focusing on God and following His will (Matthew 6:31-34). The way you dress can make you stand out from the crowd and show the world where your priorities lie. This does not mean that you have to look unkempt and haggard. This means that the world can tell you apart through your choice of clothing because it does not conform to their extravagance and nudity. 

 

When it came to actions, Elijah showed his devotion to God. Wherever God sent him, he went. Whatever God told him to do and say, Elijah obeyed. Obedience to the word of God will make you easily identifiable as one who stands for Christ. It would be evident not only in your words but in your deeds. A person is a hypocrite if what they preach does not align with their attitudes and acts. Ensure you





