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Prologue




[image: image]


May their names be remembered and their deeds celebrated on this earth: yet how easily we forget them. The Early Church celebrated and remembered its martyrs: those who proved that they could overcome the evil of this world, just as their Master had done. They became the immortals: Peter, Paul, James, Justin Martyr, Polycarp, Agnes, Perpetua and Felicity and so many more, who were often depicted holding the crown of martyrdom they had earned.

The modern women and men from many nations noted below are “a great cloud of witness” and will be listed according to the date of their martyrdom as that is the aspect of their lives that is the major concern of this survey. 

Unfortunately the martyrdom of Christian nationals, missionaries and Western Christian aid workers remains a problem: even for neutral, secular organizations such as the Red Cross and Medicines Sans Frontiers. The greatest number of deaths occurred in the 1970’s when, on average, 377,000 Christians died as martyrs each year. The average fell as low as c.160,000 in 2000 and to 90,000 in 2017 but it is anticipated that the number will rise by 2025 to 100,000 or more. This may be because of rise in ultra-nationalism (such as in Myanmar/Burma and China) or because of militant Islamic activity: although, because ISIS has been defeated in Syria and Iraq, crucifixions and beheadings may decline. While missionary work (especially for women and children) used to be dangerous because medical care was lacking, the dangers now arise from terrorism, anarchy, war and state sponsored brutality.  
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Chapter 1


James Hannington (1847-1885)
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James Hannington was born in Sussex in England into a well-off family which owned Hannington’s Department Store. His father, Charles Smith Hannington, ran its hardware warehouse. Young James was educated by a private tutor but then attended Temple School in Brighton. He left school at the age of fifteen to work in with his father but, in 1864, he obtained a commission in the 1st Sussex Artillery Corps and eventually rose to the rank of major.​[1] 

[image: image]

Plate 5.1. Bishop Hannington. Public domain.

Charles Smith Hannington had built a chapel on his property in 1852. The family was Congregationalist but became Church of England in 1867 and the chapel became a recognised Anglican placed of worship. 

When two missionaries were killed near Lake Victoria in Africa in 1872 James, by then a married man, volunteered for missionary service with C.M.S. and went to St Mary’s Hall, Oxford University, for training. He graduated with a Bachelor of Arts and was ordained deacon in 1974 and priest in 1875 and then served as a curate for some years. In 1882, he set out for Africa with six other missionaries and reached Zanzibar but illness forced him to return home. Before he left for the second time James Hannington was consecrated bishop 1884.

In 1885, Bishop James Hannington was the first Anglican bishop to be appointed to Eastern Equatorial Africa, which included the Kingdom of Bugunda/Rwanda when he was thirty-seven years old. Christianity had been welcome in Uganda in the 1870’s by King Mutesa of Bugunda but his insecure son, Mwanga II, (king from 1884) opposed all foreign presence in his lands. Christian writer Colin Reed provides a number of politico-cultic reasons for this opposition, but the issue of homosexual behaviours was probably paramount.​[2] Alexander Mackay, a Presbyterian minister, wrote that Mwanga “had copied homosexual behaviour from Arabs of his court”.​[3]

When Bishop Hannington, arrived at Lake Victoria he and his party were imprisoned at Kyando and tortured for eight days, during which the bishop recorded in his journal that he was singing “Safe in the Arms of Jesus”. First the porters were killed and the following day (October 29, 1885) Hannington was speared to death by  Chief Luba on the orders of King Mwanga II, who took the advice of his senior chiefs and seers.​[4] The reasons were complex: a mixture of superstition, insecurity of a young, new king, hatred of Europeans and perhaps fear of the political or spiritual power that such a high-status European would embody and bring with him.

Many other Christians were martyred​[5] both Roman Catholics and Anglicans, as widespread persecution of Christians followed.​[6] King Mwanga’s first native victim was his own senior advisor, Joseph Rugarma, a Roman Catholic, who was beheaded for criticising the king’s debauchery and the killing of Bishop Hannington (in 1885). Three pages, Joseph Mukasa Blaikuddembe (d.1885), Mark Kakumba and Noah Serwanga were killed for refusing the homosexual demands of King Mwanga (who was a serial rapist).​[7] These Christian pages were speared, hacked to pieces and/or burnt alive at Namugongo and two more were later speared at Paimol in Northern Uganda.

Altogether in 1885, 23 Anglican and 22 Catholic young men were murdered for their faith and because they also refused the king’s homosexual demands. “These included his headman, Charles Lwanga and a thirteen year old page, Kitzito”.​[8] (Those with European names had obviously been baptised). About two or three hundred minor chiefs and others were also killed (1885-87).​[9]

The Catholic victims were canonised by Pope Paul VI in 1964​[10] and he visited Uganda in July, 1969.​[11] The Ugandan church has been built on the blood of its martyrs. Every year crowds throng to Kyando to see the stone on which the bishop’s blood was shed and the cave that served as his library, pulpit, altar and bedroom and to drink water from the well from which the martyr drank,​[12] although as a former Congregationalist Bishop Hannington might have been embarrassed by that if he had known.
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Chapter 2


Marguerite Nalbandian (d.1915)
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Marguerite Nalbandian was a young Armenian woman teacher who was a friend and fellow worker of the Scandinavian missionary Miss Bodil Björn, who worked as a missionary among the Armenian people in Turkey during World War I. It was Bodil who took the photograph in Plate 2.1. 


“At that time the Christians were living in conditions of constant oppression and persecution”.​[13] 


The Ottoman entity was a predominantly Islamic state in which religious minorities were second class citizens, or worse. It centred on Turkey, the capital of which was the ancient Byzantine capital of Constantinople (now Istanbul) that the Turks had conquered from the Greek-speaking Byzantine Christians in 1453. The Ottoman Empire’s official, stated policy in 1915 was to rid the empire of all non-Muslims: Armenians, Greeks, Assyrians and others. The main architect of the policy was the Ottoman Minister of Interior, Talaat, who wrote:


“All Armenians, who are subjects of the Ottoman Empire, from five years of age or older, must be expelled from the city and destroyed”.​[14] 


Many drawings, photographs and lithographs of massacres and persecutions of Armenians from as far back as the 17th century are extant.​[15] The photograph in Plate 2.1 shows one class of the 120 Armenian children who were enrolled in the school organised by the Scandinavian Women’s Missionary Workers. The Armenia teacher, Margarid (also translated Marguerite) Nalbandian, in the middle of the class. They all were herded into a barn and burned to death. On the back of the photo Bodil Björn wrote:


“One of the classes in the day-school in Mush with their teacher Margarid... Margarid Nalbandian and most of the 120 children of the day-school were murdered in 1915”. 


[image: image]Plate 2.1. Marguerite Nalbandian’s class of doomed children. 

Mush, Turkey, 1915.​[16]

––––––––
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Coincidentally the expulsion of academics and journalists began in Constantinople just as the first ANZAC troops were landing on the Gallipoli peninsular: April 25, 1915.  

In 1915, Bodil Björn witnessed the murder of children in her care and of numerous teachers, assistants and Armenian priests, simply because they were Armenian Christians. Armenian children were killed by being thrown into the Euphrates River at Deir Zor where the Chief of Police, M. Sidqi, controlled operations; or thrown into lakes and the Black Sea.​[17] The American ambassador to Turkey, Henry Morgenthau, reported that “hundreds of children were stabbed by the Turks and thrown into the River Euphrates”.​[18] Some children were stabbed and bayoneted, others were burnt alive or starved. Some were poisoned by Turkish doctors (such as Dr S. Ali, head of health services in Trabzon Province).​[19] Some children did die of disease but the vast majority of the dead were deliberately slaughtered.

Armenians were particularly targeted because many of them lived near the Russian border and might prove dangerous as Turkey was at war with Russia and Russia was a Christian country with a large Armenian population. When the Bolsheviks deposed and killed the Czar and his family (as the next chapter will discuss) they withdrew Russia from the Great War and Armenians could no longer depend upon any
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