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Chapter 1. A Great Special Nation
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USA is a very special country. It is the first modern democracy, built by rebels of the first 13 North American colonies of the mighty British Empire. It was an amazing feat of will, effort and ingenuity that enabled the American rebels to beat the powerful British expeditionary forces sent to quash them. 

The US Declaration of independence drawn up in 1776 was a truly inspiring and monumental document. Among the stirring words were this memorable preamble: "We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness."

After several years of bloody war, the United States of America was triumphant in the revolutionary war against Britain, and a new constitution was adopted in 1789. A second war then broke out with Britain in 1812 which ended with Britain losing all its holds on America. 

USA then started a series of expansions of its territories through purchases or wars. Beginning with the purchase of Louisiana in 1803 from France, which almost double its land mass, it then expanded southward and westward and even overseas. 

However, it remained a shameful part of its history that in the process of the colonization and the building the new America, large numbers of native Americans were systematically killed and driven off their lands. These native people were so terribly preyed on and exploited that they were reduced to almost extinction in their own homeland. 

America also imported a large number of African slaves to support its agricultural and industrial development. Eventually, slavery became a major issue between the industrial north and agricultural south. In 1860, president Lincoln moved to abolish slavery. This led to the bloody American Civil War that ended only in 1865 with the triumph of the north and the abolition of slavery in the whole country. But universal voting rights was only achieved in the 1960s, and severe racial and social inequality continued to plague the country.

There had been a series of amendments to the US Constitution. Notably, the first guarantees freedom of speech, freedom of religion, freedom of assembly, freedom of the press, and right to petition. (SRAPP). The second is the right to bear arms. These may seem to be appropriate for their times, but as all things, they are causing problems in today's new age of great morality and cultural changes.
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Chapter 2. A Superpower
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USA rose to become an industrial, military and colonial power. It won Florida from Spain in 1819. It gained Texas and Oregon in 1845 and 1846 and part of Mexico in 1848. This was followed by the purchase of Alaska in 1867 from Russia. By 1898, it had acquired the Philippines as a colony after winning a war against Spain. However, Philippines later gained independence in 1946. 

USA also annexed Hawaii, Guam, Puerto Rico and other smaller islands in 1898 to expand into the Pacific and the Caribbean. 

So, it is clear that USA is an expansionist nation and has been snapping up new territories by legal means or otherwise since its creation.

USA entered World War 1 to help defeat Germany and its allies. It was dragged into World War 2 by Japanese attack of Pearl Harbour at Hawaii. After successfully leading the Allies to defeat Germany and Japan, it became one of the two world superpowers alongside the Soviet Union. But after Soviet Union imploded in 1991, it became the world's sole superpower. It has since dominated world economy and politics and has the most powerful military with military bases all around the world.

Then the disastrous Vietnam war, Afghanistan war, and the many Middle East wars against local Arab rulers and Islamic terrorists sapped much of the vitality and strength of this superpower. 

It seems ironical for this great special nation, but former President Jimmy Carter, the only US president to complete his term without war, military attack or occupation, had called the United States “the most warlike nation in the history of the world” in a meeting with President Trump in 2019. Carter said the US has been at peace for only 16 of its 242 years as a nation. 
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Chapter 3. US Political System
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USA has been known as a nation that pride itself as “Out of many, one.” Unfortunately, the high level of diversity of laws, and the complex political system of a Congress of two distinct branches of the Senate and the House of Representatives and a separately elected President was to lead to a multitude of problems. Another oddity of this system is a vice-President who is elected together with the President but serves only as a standby with no real responsibility.

With this very large political establishment, and the emergence of two rival political parties of Republicans and the Democrats constantly at odds and fighting for power, USA is a complex nation to govern. While the founders of USA assumed that their politicians would compromise to get things done in spite of the check and balance built intentionally into the system, more recently, however, polarization has become so severe and tribal that compromise is impossible. It has even been said that the system has frozen into a veto machine. So, rather than being a source of strength, this divergence and diversity has become a source of paralysis for USA. 

The blatantly unfair capitalists-funded and controlled election system, the deepening inequality, the pork-barrel politics, and the racial discrimination and virtual segregation in housing, education, and social policies have finally come home to roost and have become highly complex issues in a deeply divided America. These are compounded by the high crime rates, drug epidemics, decaying urban centres, gun violence, social discord and the seemingly intractable immigration problems. Many other signs of a general dysfunction have surfaced in various areas of politics and society in USA.
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Chapter 4. US Class System
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The unique political system of USA has helped it to become a powerful country. But it has also generated a severely divided populace in both economic status and lifestyle. This has divided Americans into 5 distinct classes.

1. The wealthy, successful, highly educated, conservative, Christian and Jewish gentry, and the industrialists, big businesses, and landowners. They see USA as “the shining city on a hill”, and the model for all countries to follow. They finance the whole political machinery to protect their interests. They hold much of the riches of the country. 

2. The liberal, creative, mobile, and adventurous young people and entrepreneurs who want the freedom to experiment and explore new ideas, new lifestyles, and new businesses, and to build their new wealth. They are the innovative engine of the country. But they are also the source of highly socially divisive, dangerous, and rampant promiscuity. 

3. The large middle class of working people who just want to be left alone in their chosen lifestyles; to possess guns, drive cars, drink beer, eat pizza, play games, watch TV, watch professional football, baseball, and basketball; to have secure and well-paid jobs; and to have the freedom to work wherever they choose. 

4. The disadvantaged low-wage workers, the racial minorities, and the many immigrants who eke out a living under severe conditions. They have little rights and little possession, and are under the constant threat of deportation and discrimination.

5. The criminal underworld. Those who control and engage in the vice trades, the illicit drugs trade, the gambling establishments, and many other criminal activities. The many criminals and scammers exploit the elaborate legal and social systems in USA to take advantage of others and to enrich themselves. They are as heartless as they are clever. They are the ruthless opportunists and the dangerous predators of society. But ironically, they thrive especially well in USA because of the country's strong legal protection of personal rights and freedom.

The severely divided public opinion of these divided classes of American people has terrible consequences. It has now led to the rise of a highly destructive political populism, and heralded the dangerous slide into a special kind of authoritarian presidential rule.

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

Chapter 5. Questionable US Presidential Election System


[image: ]


Most democracies have the ruling party or ruling coalition elect the head of government from among the elected representatives. He then form his ruling cabinet from selected elected members.

The US presidential election system is an oddity based on an archaic electoral college system that overrides the popular votes that were cast. USA is really a dictatorial democracy because no other democracy gives its president such dictatorial power to form his own government based on a cabinet completely of his own choosing of non-elected individuals. Despite the supposed check and balance of the Congress, the President as the head of the Federal government wields immense power just like a dictator, and can make all the executive orders he wants without limitation. Even the threat of impeachment has been shown to be a charade and an impotent tool by recent events because of the protection afforded by the deeply divided and highly partisan Congress.

How does this square with all the hype about universal suffrage? How is this a paragon of democracy? 

In fact, USA is the only major democracy without ever having a woman at the pinnacle of the power hierarchy! Even Australia, Britain, Germany, India and many other countries have had woman in top leadership. What does this say about the liberal values and gender equality of USA? 

The 45th President Trump came into power from a highly disputed election in 2016 based partly on his promise to drain the swamp of politics in USA. He said that as a
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