

    
        
          Evangelism for the Fainthearted

        

        
        
          Floyd Schneider

        

        
          Published by Keybobby Books, 2025.

        

    


Table of Contents

Title Page

Evangelism for the Fainthearted

Foreword

An Update

The Fear

Come and See!

The Master Evangelist

Building Bridges

What Do I Say Now?

The Principles of | Witnessing to a Friend

A Conversation with a Stranger

A Summary of the | Twelve Principles

Witnessing to a | Cult Member

Witnessing to other | Cultures and Faiths

Short Conversations

“He Said Yes!”

And If My Friend Says No?

The Diving Board

Commentary, Questions, Ideas and on John 1-6

What To Do Next with New Believers

Select List of Books on Evangelism

About the Author


What Others Are Saying About This Book
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FLOYD SCHNEIDER IS a clear–thinking, thought–provoking teacher of the living Word. His fearless zeal for evangelism has produced fruit in Europe and has challenged many of the fainthearted in North America.

–Bert Elliot, missionary to Peru (brother of Jim Elliot, missionary killed by the Auca Indians)
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I TOLD HIM (THE AUTHOR) numerous times that it wouldn’t work.  He told me that I was right—because I wasn’t willing to try it.  I tried it.  Within the first week of using these principles, five people wanted to read the Bible with me.

–Government official in Berlin, Germany
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FLOYD SCHNEIDER’S BOOK is the ultimate encouragement for people like me who . . . are secretly ashamed because they’re doing so poorly when it comes to evangelism. This book . . . has taught me that evangelism is about human relationships. I’ve recognized both the validity and the simplicity of the principles laid out by the author and have seen them work.

–Henk P. Medema, publisher, the Netherlands (This book was published in the Dutch language a year later.)
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ANYONE ONE WHO STUCK it out in the missionary graveyard that is Austria and engaged in a successful ministry of evangelism and church planting there, is well-qualified to write a book on evangelism. We can all learn a great deal from Floyd Schneider’s experience in the hard places.

–Ian Burness, Echoes of Service, a mission agency in England
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FLOYD SCHNEIDER’S METHODS of evangelism, as outlined in this book, are extremely effective and have brought many people to Christ, resulting in many churches being planted. Floyd’s approach is pragmatic and biblical – not theoretical. I highly recommend the book.

–Dr. Ralph Alexander, former Professor of Hebrew at Western Baptist Seminary, Portland, Oregon; missionary to Russia
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I HAVE BENEFITED GREATLY from Evangelism for the Fainthearted as a launching pad for more effective evangelism.

–Dennis Martin, missionary to France
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(THIS BOOK) IS DANGEROUS reading.  If you act on its advice, it will cost you time and make you a soul-winner!

–Methodist Recorder, England
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INVALUABLE . . . EVERY Christian who wants to be a soul-winner must read this book.

–R. T. Kendall, pastor in England
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. . . REFRESHINGLY DIFFERENT approach to evangelism . . .

–Salvationist Magazine, England
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PACKED WITH GOOD SENSE.

–Gavin Reid, England
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EVANGELISM FOR THE Fainthearted is a must read for all Christians, no matter what country they are from (I’m originally from Lebanon). When I started reading the book, I wondered how it would apply to a Christian Lebanese, an Egyptian, Jordanian Christian, and so on. I found [its principles] applicable to every way of life.

–John T., Portland, Oregon
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THE BOOK AIMS TO EQUIP Christians for the task of personal evangelism, . . . it is full of good advice based on sound principles of evangelism and could help to dispel the fear and awkwardness . . . many Christians feel when confronted by unbelief.

–Christian Week, England
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FEARFUL THAT INEPT witnessing attempts will drive people away, many Christians never practice personal evangelism. Schneider offers them a simple approach to sharing the gospel: Read the Bible with unsaved friends instead of telling them what it says.  . . . The book is full of examples and admonitions to act immediately. The direct style and common–sense approach will appeal to Christians looking for a practical way to share their faith.

–CBA Marketplace

V. 5th Edition (4th American Edition)
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To my in–-house editor,

to a much better writer

than the one who wrote this book,

to the most supportive wife

a man could ever dream of finding:

Christine

“An excellent wife, who can find? For her worth is far above jewels. She does him good and not evil all the days of his life.

Her children rise up and bless her; her husband also, and he praises her.

A woman who fears the Lord, she shall be praised.”

–Proverbs 31:10, 12, 28, 30
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SPECIAL THANKS TO JOHN Lennox – for motivating me to write the first edition of this book.
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Foreword
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What could be more basic to evangelism than the Bible? Or more effective in leading people to faith in Jesus Christ than reading – simply reading – God’s Word with them?

Why was the Bible written? To explain the complexities of human government? To critique certain theories of economics? To teach us the wonders of astronomy?

The primary purpose of the Bible is not to tell us how the heavens go, but how to go to heaven. The Bible’s great message is that God desires to transform the lives of people through his Word, preparing them for eternity with Him in glory.

God’s Word has power to transform individuals from condemned sinners to redeemed believers. I know this personally, because a British gentleman named Frank Chandler brought me to saving faith in Jesus Christ by reading Romans 10:9–10 to me.

I was only 12 years old when I sincerely committed my life to Christ through prayer, but from that moment on, I knew I was a child of God. I knew I was going to heaven when I died. Christ had paid for my sins by His death on the cross.

Conversion – the transformation of an individual from a sinner to a child of God – is impossible apart from God’s Word. Missionaries brought God’s saving Word to Argentina, where I grew up. Because of their work, my father and mother are in heaven. Millions of people around the world, including myself, thank God for the missionaries who brought God’s Word.

The Bible has the power to transform anyone, anywhere – the high or low, the rich or poor, the educated or illiterate. I have seen the Word of God transform the lives of many, many people:

A former president of Bolivia ... an illiterate janitor ... a princess in Britain ... the prime minister of a South Pacific nation ... a movie star in El Salvador ... an East Coast disc jockey ... a nightclub singer ... punk rockers in Poland ... a banker’s daughter, sixteen and pregnant out of wedlock ... mayors of several cities ... gang members ... spiritists ... couples in the process of filing for divorce ... a military general’s wife ... ambassadors ... agnostics ... atheists ... Hindus ... Buddhists ... Muslims ... and a good number of nominal “Christians.”

Years ago, during a live call-in program I was doing in the studios of HCJB in Quito, Ecuador, a high-pitched, squeaky voice requested an appointment with me for the next day at 9:30. No more conversation. When I agreed, the squeaky voice thanked me and hung up.

The next morning, a little woman walked through the gates at HCJB, followed closely by two huge men. As she entered the office, I asked if the two gentlemen would like to come in, too. “No,” she said, “one will stand by the door and the other by the gate.” It was the squeaky voice from the night before. She was right on time.

She spoke with a sneer, and venom poured out of her. “You pastors and priests,” she began with disgust. “You’re a bunch of thieves and liars and crooks. All you want is to deceive people; all you want is money!”

She went on that way for more than 20 minutes, swearing constantly and accusing, criticizing, and insulting. I had no idea how to react and couldn’t have gotten a word in anyway. I prayed silently, Lord, how shall I handle this?

Seemingly exhausted from the ordeal, she finally slumped in her chair like a jogger who had just finished a tough course. She took a deep breath, her eyes still flashing.

“Madam,” I began, “is there anything I can do for you? How can I help you?”

She slowly took her cigarette from her lips and sat staring at me for an instant, then suddenly broke into uncontrollable sobs. When she was composed and could speak again, the edge was gone from her voice. “You know,” she said, “in the thirty-eight years I have lived, you’re the first person who’s ever asked if he could help me.”

“What is your name?” I asked.

She was suddenly hard again. “Why do you want to know my name?”

“Well, you’ve said a lot of things here, and I don’t even know you. I just want to know how to address you.”

She sat back in her chair and straightened up a bit. Cocking her head and looking at me out of the corner of her eye, she lifted her chin and took yet another drag at her cigarette. Then she said with finality, “I’m going to tell you,” as if allowing me a real privilege.

“My name is Maria ______,” she said triumphantly. I recognized her last name as that of a large family of wealth and influence. “I am the secretary of the Communist Party here in Ecuador. I am a Marxist—Leninist, and I am a materialist. I don’t believe in God.”

With that she took off on another breathless tirade against all preachers and priests, the church, the Bible, and anything else she could think of that rivaled her beliefs.

“Why did you come here?” I broke in. “Just to insult me?”

She was thoughtful again. “I’m going to tell you my story,” she announced. And for the next three hours, without pause or interruption, she did just that.

She had been a rebellious teenager who ran away from a religious school and was given a choice by her parents: return to school or leave the family. She left. The communists befriended her and took her in. Within the next few years, she married and divorced three times and had several children.

Despite her upbringing, she became a party leader and organized student rebellions. She made it quite clear, that as a Marxist—Leninist, she opposed everything that Christianity stood for.

Three hours after she began, we finally got down to business.

“Listen, Palau,” Maria said. “Supposing there is a God – and I’m not saying there is, because I don’t believe in the Bible, and I don’t believe there’s a God – but just supposing there is. Just for the sake of chatting about it, if there is a God, which there isn’t, do you think He would receive a woman like me?”

The Lord gave me Hebrews 10:17, one of my favorite Bible verses because it is so short and says so much: “Their sins and their lawless deeds I will remember no more.”

I said, “Look, Maria, don’t worry about what I think; look at what God thinks.” I opened to the verse and turned the Bible so she could see it.

“But I don’t believe in the Bi-”

“You’ve already told me that,” I said. “But we’re just supposing there’s a God, right? Let’s just suppose this is His Word. He says, ‘Their sins and their lawless deeds I will remember no more.’”

She waited, as if there had to be more. I said nothing. “But listen. I’ve been an adulteress, married three times, and in bed with a lot of different man.”

I said, “Their sins and their lawless deeds I will remember no more,” and began to count the times I repeated it.

“But I haven’t told you half my story. I stabbed a comrade who later committed suicide.”

“Their sins and their lawless deeds I will remember no more.”

“I’ve led riots where people were killed!”

“Their sins and their lawless deeds I will remember no more.”

“I egged on my friends and then hid while they were out dying for the cause.”

“Their sins and their lawless deeds I will remember no more.”

Seventeen times I responded to Maria’s objections and confessions with that one Bible verse. It was past lunchtime. I was tired and weak. I had no more to offer. “Would you like Christ to forgive all that you’ve told me about, and all the rest that I don’t even know?”

She was quiet. Finally she spoke softly. “If He can forgive me and change me, it would be the greatest miracle in the world.” I led her in a simple prayer of commitment. By the end, she was crying.

Maria returned a week later to tell me she was reading the Bible. Eventually, despite death threats and a brutal beating by her comrades, she resigned from the Communist Party. In fact, her witness to party leaders and invitation to read the Bible thwarted plans for a student-led disturbance that was supposed to trigger a revolution.

“For the word of God is living and active and sharper than any two-edged sword and piercing as far as the division of the soul and spirit, of both joints and marrow, and able to judge the thoughts and intentions of the heart” (Hebrews 4:12).

Floyd Schneider’s simple but profound premise for this book is that Christians don’t have to have all the answers to be affective in evangelism. The Bible has the answers. In the power of the Holy Spirit, all we need to do is ask people to read Scripture with us. Even the fainthearted – that includes most of us – can do that!

–Luis Palau, International evangelist and author of

Where is God When Bad Things Happen? (Doubleday)

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

An Update
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Christine and I went to Russia in 1996 to start over as missionaries in a different culture. Reading the Bible with Austrians had proved successful. Would it work in Russia?
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TWO MEN, TWO WORLDS

Slava – The Cautious Businessman

When we arrived in Chelyabinsk, the snow was falling thick and heavy, softening the harsh outlines of Soviet-era buildings. Slava and his wife, Zena, met us at the train station. He looked every bit the Russian bear—broad-shouldered, wrapped in a fur coat, eyes cautious but kind. Zena’s warmth and hugs stood in contrast to Slava’s reserved smile. Their apartment, lined from ceiling to floor with icons, glimmered in the dim light like a private chapel of superstition and fear.

We soon learned that Slava was wealthy—immensely so—and careful to hide it. His business dealings were a mixture of shrewdness and risk. He smuggled goods into Russia from the United Arab Emirates, a dangerous trade that demanded secrecy and courage. Beneath his civility lay a man used to surviving in a corrupt world, where trust was rare and protection often came at the point of a gun.

And yet, in Slava, I sensed a hunger—an ache for meaning that all his icons and all his money couldn’t satisfy.

When I gave him a Russian New Testament, he was polite. When I said I’d sell his icons, he was shocked. But when I showed him Ephesians 2:8—“For by grace are you saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God”—something changed. He read it silently, again and again, his brows furrowed in thought.

Our evenings became long sessions of halting Russian and desperate dictionary searches. Christine would flip through one dictionary while I fumbled with another, trying to find words like “grace,” “forgiveness,” “free gift.” Slava would listen, write down verses, and nod slowly. One night, he said, “Nobody can know for sure that they will go to heaven.”

I answered, “Then your icons haven’t given you peace. But I have no icons—and I do have peace.”

He fell silent.

Four weeks later, during our final study, he confessed, “I used to think free grace was too easy. But reading the Bible, now I see—it’s too hard. I have to give up my pride.”

When he hugged me goodbye at the train station, his bear-like strength crushed me, but his final words crushed me more: “Why do you have to leave now?”

That hurt.
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VLADIMIR – THE INTELLECTUAL Skeptic

In St. Petersburg, the air was thick not with snow, but with the stench of a broken sewer line. Christine and I had to sleep with blankets over our faces to keep from choking. Amid that unpleasant week, our neighbors Vladimir and Tanya appeared at our door with sympathy—and curiosity.

Vladimir was everything Slava was not: refined, analytical, a man of reason. He held a PhD in environmental science and served as Deputy Director of the Scientific Research Institute of Atmospheric Air Protection. His mind was trained to question, not to believe.

When I mentioned that I taught math and science at a Christian school, he frowned. “I want to know what you believe about God,” he said, “but I don’t have the time.”

So I handed him a short book—The Question of God by Dr. John Lennox and Dr. David Gooding, both professors and believers. Then I gave him Mere Christianity by C. S. Lewis. Finally, a New Testament in Russian. Each gift seemed to nudge him a little closer to something he couldn’t quite explain.

Months later, over a farewell dinner, he opened up. “When we met,” he said, “I thought you were a fanatic. I believed that science and faith could never mix. But Lennox is a mathematician. Lewis was brilliant. And now... I’ve read the New Testament.”

He held his hands apart. “When we met, I was here with Nietzsche. You were there with Jesus. Now I find myself moving—slowly—in your direction.” His hands moved closer together, then stopped midway. “I don’t understand why you have to leave now.”

I told him gently, “Keep reading the New Testament. If you do, you’ll find what you’re looking for.”

It hurt to leave.
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ELENA – A MOMENT OF Revelation

At my final Bible study in St. Petersburg, over forty people gathered. I taught in Russian for the first time without an interpreter. When I finished, they surrounded me and prayed that God would heal me so I could stay in Russia.

Elena, the interpreter, was crying. “I’ve translated Bible teaching for years,” she said through her tears, “but tonight was the first time I heard the Bible taught in my own language.”

Her words pierced me. The power wasn’t in my language—it was in the Word itself.
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THE RIPPLES BEYOND Russia

Dubuque, Iowa – The Birth of Riverside Bible Church

Back in the United States, the same seed that had sprouted in Russia began to grow in Iowa. Students went door to door, asking if anyone wanted to read the Bible. One woman, Pat, said yes. Because she was near my age, they asked me to meet with her. She believed, and her life changed.

Another woman, the owner of a beauty parlor, began attending a Bible study. She came to faith—and soon her whole family followed.

Those small, ordinary Bible studies multiplied. What began as a few students eager to share the Word became a movement of changed hearts. From those living rooms, Riverside Bible Church was born.
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SPOKANE, WASHINGTON – Grace Awakening

Years later, I became pastor of a church in Spokane. As I preached through the Gospel of John, the truth of God’s grace stirred up unexpected questions. Many had grown up believing that serving on committees and doing good deeds would earn their way to heaven. But as we studied Scripture together, light broke through ritual.

A few Bible studies started. Then a few more. Eventually, about thirty people asked us to leave the church and start a new one—one centered on the grace of God alone.

Seventeen years later, that church still stands. It began, as all the others did, with simple Bible studies—and hearts hungry for truth.
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EPILOGUE

Slava, the wary businessman.
Vladimir, the skeptical scientist.
Different in every way—except in their response to the Word of God.
Neither icons nor intellect could satisfy them. But reading the Bible for themselves began to change them from the inside out.

And just as the Word took root in Russian soil, it kept bearing fruit—across oceans, across years, in living rooms and hearts—from Chelyabinsk to Dubuque to Spokane.

The power was never in eloquence, or in language, or in plans. The power was always in the Word.
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The Fear
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Overcoming Evangelism Jitters
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“HAVE YOU EVER THOUGHT about God?” Mark asked, as Anthony set his lunch tray on the table and took a seat opposite him.

Anthony’s expression told Mark that it was going to be an unpleasant lunch hour. “You’re not on a religious trip, are you?” Anthony sneered.

“No, I just wondered if you ever thought about God.” The dining room was filling up quickly and others were sitting near them. Mark wished he hadn’t asked the question.

“Why should I think about God?” Anthony retorted – louder than necessary, Mark thought. “When has he ever spared a thought about me?”

Two girls looked in their direction. Mark felt his face start to turn red.  Why had he tried to witness to Anthony? He had known he would fail.

Anthony had picked up his fork but hadn’t eaten anything yet. He was waiting in mocking expectancy for Mark’s reply.

Mark swallowed and answered, “He died on the cross for your sins, for one thing.”

The giggles and muffled laughter from the two girls and two men at their table reached Mark’s ears almost before he had finished his sentence.

Anthony took advantage of being in the majority. “That’s a joke! Jesus may have been a good man, but he was certainly misguided. Look where it got him – a cross. His crazy disciples cooked up that story of his dying for sins so they could justify having followed him.”

Before Mark could respond, Anthony continued. “Mark, how can you believe in a god? I’m really disappointed in you. I really didn’t expect that you would throw out your logic for an old wives’ tale. How can a thinking person believe in religion?”

Mark knew he was lost, but now his pride was wounded, so he said defensively, “I’ve read the Bible.”

One of the young men at the other end of the table applauded loud enough for all in the dining room to hear, “Bravo!”

Anthony shook his head and replied, “You don’t take the Bible seriously, do you? The Bible is completely unscientific and out-of-date. The only people who use the Bible are either very naive or they use the Bible to prey on the ignorance and superstitions of others.”

Mark opened his mouth to reply, but as he glanced around, he saw all eyes on him, as if the entire student body were waiting, breathlessly, for him to stick his foot into his mouth again. He could see sheer delight on a number of faces, as they watched him squirm in his seat.

And then a bell rang, and the spell was broken.

Anthony left without his usual “see you later,” and many others looked pointedly in Mark’s direction and snickered as they left the dining room.

Mark felt that his best option would be to change his identity and leave the country.

––––––––
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HAVE YOU EVER HAD THIS kind of experience? If not, have you ever lived under the dread of something similar happening to you? Maybe you can visualize it: you bring up the subject of God or the Bible, your friend makes an objection that never occurred to you, and you stand there, feeling like a fool, not knowing what to say, wishing that someone had taught you how to make yourself disappear. Then you know you will only make things worse, so you say nothing and decide you’ll leave evangelism to the experts.

Many of us want to obey the Lord’s great commission in Matthew 28:18-20, but we are afraid that our inept attempts to witness will simply drive our friends away. We feel frustrated and wonder why the Lord commanded all of us to share our faith but gave only some believers the gift of evangelism.

If you feel this way, then this book is written for you. (If you have the gift of evangelism, you probably should have bought a different book!) When the Lord told his disciples in Acts 1:8 that they would be his witnesses, he meant all of them, not just a few gifted believers. In I Peter 3:15, Peter tells us as believers to sanctify Christ as Lord in our hearts, always being ready to make a defense to everyone who asks us to give an account for the hope that is in us.

There are many methods of evangelism which believers have used over the centuries, and which the Lord has blessed in a mighty way: outdoor tent meetings, door-to-door surveys, tract distribution, various evangelistic visitation programs, and city-wide campaigns carried out by churches working together to bring a well-known evangelist to their city.

Apart from times of great revivals, however, these methods have normally produced the best results only because they were coupled with the personal contact between believers and their unsaved friends.  Missionaries and believers from America, various countries in Europe, and Israel, among others, have told me over the past few years, that although they have tried various evangelistic methods in these modern, advanced countries, the only real visible progress they have made in evangelism has been through personal friendship with the unsaved.  These friendships then led to Bible studies or evangelistic meetings or campaigns.
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WALTER MARTIN WROTE: 

(Walter Martin, Kingdom of the Cults (Minneapolis, MN: Bethany House, 1985), 386-387.)

More and more, Christians are beginning to think in terms of personal evangelism as opposed to mass evangelism, primarily because all successful evangelism of enduring worth, has been of a personal nature . . .. The follow-up work of every major evangelical crusade must be on a personal basis to be effective. A stamped envelope and a short memory course are no substitute for the personal workers, whose on-the-spot faithfulness, patience and perseverance builds up and edifies young converts after the first warm glow of the conversion experience has begun to abate . . .. Is it perhaps possible that evangelism was intended, in its primary purpose, to be personal and individualistic to the degree that each Christian feels the responsibility to evangelize his neighbor, and that this is really the root of the whole matter from which the tree of church evangelism and mass evangelism, both in crusades and the mass media, are to draw their strength and spiritual stamina?​[1]

A person with whom you have become friends will usually be far more receptive to attending an evangelistic meeting and listening to the gospel than will a person who does not know you very well. A person with whom you have been reading the Bible will be even more receptive to such an invitation.

In this book, I hope to do more than just prepare you to invite an unsaved person to an evangelistic meeting. I want you to experience the joy of actually leading one of your friends to Christ. The method this book will deal with (if it can be called a method) emphasizes reading the Bible with a friend. This book is not meant to be used as a spur-of-the-moment witnessing tool, in which the believer gives an unsaved person the whole gospel in one short five-minute shot. Our goal is to make our friends curious enough to read the Bible with us. Time will be required to develop a personal relationship with an unsaved person. Reading the Bible with an unsaved friend is our ultimate objective.

Why read the Bible together, instead of simply telling our friends the gospel? An example will best answer this question.

A few years ago, a Christian attended a university on the east coast of America and shared a room with a young man who was a Muslim. During the first few weeks they became friends and one night the conversation turned to their different beliefs. After a couple of long conversations, the believer asked the Muslim if he had ever read the Bible. The young man answered, no, but then asked if the Christian had ever read the Koran.

The believer responded, “No, I haven’t read the Koran, but I’m sure it would be very interesting. Why don’t we read both together, once a week, alternating books?”

The young man accepted the challenge and their friendship deepened over the weeks. During the second term, the Muslim became a believer in Jesus Christ.

One evening, toward the end of the second term, he burst into the room and shouted at the believer, “You deceived me!”

Bewildered, the believer asked, “What are you talking about?”

The new believer opened his Bible to Hebrews and said, “I’ve been reading the New Testament through, like you told me to do, and I just read: ‘For the Word of God is living and active and sharper than any two-edged sword, and piercing as far as the division of soul and spirit, of both joints and marrow, and able to judge the thoughts and intentions of the heart. And there is no creature hidden from His sight, but all things are open and laid bare to the eyes of Him with whom we have to do.’” He then slammed his Bible shut and grinned. “You knew all along that the Bible contained God’s power and that the Koran is just a dead book, like any other book. I never had a chance!”

The believer smiled and asked, “And now you hate me for life?”

“No,” came his immediate answer, “but you have to admit that it was an unfair contest.”

Take a closer look at Hebrews 4:12-13. Our gospel presentations will never convey the message with the same authority as God’s Word can. The very Word of God, not my word or your word or the preacher’s word, is living and sharper than a two-edged sword. When we read the Word of God, our hearts are judged for what they are. The Holy Spirit, through the reading of the Scriptures, will pierce through the outer layer of man’s phony righteousness, penetrate down into the soul and spirit of a person, and convict that person of sin, righteousness and judgment. The Word of God can do these things in ways that we humans, who cannot read the hearts of men, can never do.

Isaiah 55:8-11 tells this very thing:

For my thoughts are not your thoughts,

Neither are your ways My ways, declares the 

Lord.

For as the heavens are higher than the earth,

So are My ways higher than your ways,

And My thoughts than your thoughts.

For as the rain and the snow come down from 

heaven,

And do not return there without watering the 

earth,

And making it bear and sprout,

And furnishing seed to the sower and bread to 

the eater;

So shall my word be which goes forth from My 

mouth,

It shall not return to Me empty,

Without accomplishing what I desire,

And without succeeding (in the matter) for which 

I sent it.

––––––––
[image: ]


GOD’S THOUGHTS, AS found in his Word, will do a far better job of convicting our unsaved friends than we can with our explanations of his Word. Therefore, we emphasize reading the Bible with our friends, not just giving them a gospel presentation.
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THE THEOLOGY OF READING the Bible with Our Unsaved Friends

As we invite people to read the Bible with us, we will experience a number of responses from those we ask. Some people will agree to read the Bible with us because they want to demonstrate that the Bible is wrong. Others are seeking God, without realizing it, since the Holy Spirit works primarily through the conscience of the unsaved (John 16:8). We cannot tell the true motive of an individual who agrees to read with us, but we do have some scriptural guidelines that give us some indications of a person’s leanings.

These guidelines surface and connect from three theological concepts. First, both Jesus and the Holy Spirit are Deity. As we attempt to study the Trinity, we recognize that all three members of the Trinity have all the same attributes. The only way we know anything about God is through His attributes: omniscience, omnipotence, love, righteousness, etc., which He has revealed through the Scriptures.

Second, these same attributes in both the Holy Spirit and in Jesus give them the same “aroma.” Second Corinthians 2:15-16 reveals that believers have a different aroma from unbelievers. The aroma found in believers lead us to believe that this aroma comes from our new connection with God as His adopted children. The Holy Spirit’s main function in the Church Age is to draw people to Jesus. “He will glorify me, for he will take what is mine and declare it to you” (John 16:14). Since Jesus ascended into heaven, the Holy Spirit cannot direct people to meet Jesus at the local coffee shop. Therefore, the Holy Spirit may initially draw people to Jesus through a number of avenues (believers, problems, etc.), but eventually the Holy Spirit will use the Bible to draw and teach a person about Jesus. Third, since the Holy Spirit “inspired” (“wrote”) the Scriptures through the authors of those Scriptures (2 Peter 1:21). the Holy Spirit’s “aroma” throughout the Scriptures is the same “aroma” found in the person of Jesus.

The combination of these three theological concepts help us to determine, to some extent, whether a person is truly seeking the Lord or not. We have discovered that if a person is even remotely serious about seeking God, whether they recognize this about themselves or not, they will be attracted to the Bible. They may be skeptical, at first, but the truthfulness of the Scriptures will eventually win them over to taking the Scriptures seriously.

This “sameness” of the Holy Spirit and Jesus, and the coming together of these Two in the Bible has led us to initially perceive an unsaved person’s willingness to begin and continue reading the Bible with us. Understanding this influence of the “aroma” of the Scriptures on an unbeliever relieves us from the disappointment that comes when an unsaved person choses to refuse to read with us or to walk away and stop reading with us. In our experience, the majority of those who read the Bible with us do leave early. Those who continue to read with us are more likely to come to faith in Christ. In fact, when we asked people in Austria to read the Gospel of John with us, we experienced three drop-out points along the way.

Many people read with us only once and chose to not continue. The second drop-out point was John 3:36, “He who believes in the Son has eternal life; but he who does not obey the Son will not see life, but the wrath of God abides on him.” Apparently, those people recognized that biblical Christianity was more than just an intellectual exercise; that “believe” is defined as “obedience” and they chose to go no further. The third drop-out point occurred at John 6:66, “As a result of this many of His disciples withdrew and were not walking with Him anymore.” It seems that many of the “disciples” understood that Jesus required a complete commitment to His person, but they had wanted nothing more than political and economic changes. During the fifteen years that we served in Austria, from 1980 to 1995, if a person continued reading with us into John chapter seven, they all eventually accepted the Lord Jesus as their personal Savior. The semi-joke surfaced that we had begun begging people to continue reading with us into John chapter seven. We wish this could be a pattern everywhere ☺.

Initial salvation does not stay initial salvation. Once we have planted the seed, which may take only a few minutes, growth to salvation begins and will usually take much longer. The physical process of growth illustrates this superbly. No one expects a baby to be born within a few minutes of conception: neither would we feed a brand new baby a hamburger for supper. We know that the growth process for a new believer takes time; it may be years before he is mature in his faith. (Persecution tends to mature a person faster.) We need to look at the act of becoming a Christian as a process as well. Briefly, this growth process looks like this:

Unbelief——Decision——Sanctification.

An expanded version is given in the following Table.

The unbeliever starts with God’s built-in knowledge of a Supreme Being. The first time he is approached with the gospel, he will probably be suspicious, which he should be, considering the number of cults in the world today. As he reads the Scripture with you, he will progress down the chart, experiencing numerous times of conviction (the Holy Spirit) that force him to make decisions. With each decision to continue, he comes closer to true faith in Christ. Rejection may occur anywhere along the way, which may indicate that he has not received a true grasp of what rejecting the gospel means.

There are two built-in advantages to reading the Bible with an unbeliever. First, it gives him time to understand the gospel, preventing him from making a premature “decision.” True regeneration does not take place until a person has reached the point where he recognizes his personal sin and accepts Christ in genuine repentance and faith (see the Table). Since growth takes time, we do not want to rush the process. Very few people learn things without repetition. Reading the Bible over a period of weeks or months will give the unbeliever time to process the gospel message in his thinking. The Holy Spirit will weave thoughts in and out of his mind during his daily routines, forcing him to think through the practical implications of accepting the Lord Jesus as his Savior.

Second, when he finally does make a decision, it will be based firmly on the Scriptures, not on an emotional response. Nourished by this solid foundation of Bible knowledge (especially if he has read through most of John’s Gospel), he will mature in his faith much faster than if we had forced a premature decision upon him.

SALVATION GROWTH PROCESSES

(Adapted from: James F. Engel and H. Wilbert Norton, What’s Gone Wrong with the Harvest? (Grand Rapids, Mich.: Zondervan, 1975), 45.)
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A. INITIAL SALVATION

Saved from the penalty of sin: becoming a baby believer

God’s Role: GENERAL REVELATION (Romans 1;18-20)

Believer’s Role: “pluck up, break down, destroy, overthrow” (Jer. 1:10

Man’s Response:

-8 Awareness of the Supreme Being but no effective knowledge of the Gospel.
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GOD’S ROLE: CONVICTION (John 16:8-11)

Believer’s Role: Proclamation (Acts 1:8)

Man’s Response:

-7 Initial awareness of the Gospel

-6 Awareness of the Gospel fundamentals

-5 Awareness of the Gospel implications
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BELIEVER’S ROLE: PERSUASION (Acts 18:4)

Man’s Responsibility:

-4 Positive attitude towards the Gospel

-3 Recognition of personal sin

-2 Decision to act

-1 Repentance and Faith in Christ (John 1:12; 1 John 1:9)
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GOD’S ROLE: REGENERATION - 0 NEW CREATURE
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B. GROWTH SALVATION

Saved from the power of sin:  becoming a mature believer

God’s Role: SANCTIFICATION (1 Thess. 4:3

Believer’s Role: Follow up – “build, plant” (Jer.1:10)

Man’s Response:

+1 Assurance of salvation (1 John 5:11-13)
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BELIEVER’S ROLE: DISCIPLESHIP

Man’s Responsibility:

Initial Growth

+2 “Milk of the Word” (I Pet. 2:1-3)

Stable growth

+3 “firmly rooted”

+4 “built up”

+5 “established” (Col. 2:6-7)

Reproduction Growth

+6 “spiritual fruit” (Gal. 5:22-23; 2 Tim. 3:17)

+7 “witnesses” (Acts 1:8; John 15:1-8)

+8 “training” (2 Tim. 2:2)
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C.  COMPLETE SALVATION

Saved from the presence of sin:  being with Christ in eternity.

The following paragraphs will give you an 

overview of this process from beginning a friendship to leading a Bible study. I will demonstrate in
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