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To say that there have been numerous raids by Indian & Mexican nationals on Texas soil is like saying that it snows in the winter time in Alaska. In South Texas, these raids continued until a surprisingly late date in the nineteenth century, especially in the area of South Texas called the "Nueces Strip."

The "Nueces Strip" is the area of Texas south of the Nueces River to the Rio Grande River. This large area, the Nueces River is 150 miles north of the Rio Grande River, was claimed by Texas after it became a Republic. Unfortunately, Mexico insisted that the Texas-Mexican boundary was the Nueces River not the Rio Grande River.

From Texas independence in 1837 to the outbreak of the Mexican-American War in 1846, both countries claimed this land—alternately invading it, but neither able to control or settle it. It was partially the dispute over which nation had sovereignty over this area that led to the 1846-48 Mexican-American War. By the treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo, the war ended and the area was ceded to the U. S.

The paper of the treaty, however, didn't settle much on the ground of the Nueces Strip. It developed a reputation for lawlessness and smuggling unrivaled on the U. S.-Mexican border. In fact, it became a main zone of activity of the famed Texas Rangers in their never ending fight to protect the frontier settlers.

At the same time, from 1836 on, the white settlers of Texas were "civilizing" north and east Texas by pushing the various Indian tribes off their ancestral hunting grounds to make way for agriculture and stock raising. The Lipan, Apache, Kiowa, Kickapoo, and Comanche bands were, when not wipe out completely, pushed into the plains of west Texas, the Nueces Strip, or across the border into northern Mexico. From these bases, Indians, Mexican Nationals and both Anglo and Mexican outlaws raided the ever advancing Texas frontier.

By 1873, the Indians had been largely driven from most of their traditional hunting grounds throughout the western Plains of the United States including plains of west Texas.

There two main reasons for this.

The first was the destruction of the huge buffalo herds upon which plains Indian culture depended. Beginning in 1863 the U. S. government began the Transcontinental Railroad to connect the West Coast States transportation systems with those of the East Coast. During the upheaval of Civil War the work proceeded slowly, but beginning in 1866 theTranscontinental line progressed rapidly. Thousands of workers toiled on the line working from both east and west. All these mouths needed to be fed "on the spot" as it were, and feeding these hordes of hungry men on the small game of the plains would have been very difficult it not impossible. The buffalo provided the answer. Here was plentiful "big meat" on the hoof—a single animal would provide meat for a party of workers. Agents were employed by the Transcontinental Railroad to hunt buffalo along the work route and bring the meat to the work gangs at regular intervals. Many plains entrepreneurs made a living in this fashion, not the least of which was one, William F. Cody, forever more known to history as "Buffalo Bill" for his prodigious contribution to the cooking pots of the railroad. But this was not the whole reason for the wholesale destruction of the great Buffalo Herds. The U. S. Government identified the source of Indian culture and independence as their "buffalo" economy. So it became government policy to exterminate the buffalo to bring the Indian tribes to heel and open up their hunting grounds to a white farm economy. Additionally, buffalo fur had become a fashion rage in the latter half of the 19th Century. "Hide hunters" scoured the plains killing the buffalo, skinning the hide and leaving the carcass to rot. Travelers on the Great Plains in the 1870s and 1880s report vast fields of rotting buffalo carcasses where hide hunters had slaughtered and skinned whole herds——perhaps as many as 40 million buffalo were killed when all was said and done.

The second reason for the destruction of the Plains Indian culture was the improvement in weapons, partly spurred on by the Civil War. Prior to 1866, the Indian in battle had a fighting chance against the white man—-either settler or soldier. Although the early rifles had greater range and stopping power than the bow and arrow, it suffered two deficiencies. First it was relatively inaccurate at longer ranges until "rifling" the barrels improved bullet stability and trajectory. Although "true" rifling was invented in the mid 16th Century, it wasn't until the Civil War that it became common place. Second, it took time to reload the early rifle. An Indian could fire five arrows with great accuracy in the same time it took to reload the rifle. In the 1850s cartridge revolvers were produced which solved the reloading speed problem, but did not the help the deficiency of accuracy at longer ranges.

That all changed, however, with the repeating rifle which became common from 1866 on. With this long-range, accurate, rapid fire rifle the Indian was now doomed in battle. Indians obtained some repeating rifles through trade or from the bodies of individual soldiers they managed to kill, but their non-industrial economy was not able manufacture them or the ammunition they used, or make the inevitable necessary repairs. Only in isolated cases like the Fetterman Massacre and the Battle of the Little Big Horn was the Indian able to prevail, through numbers and superior tactics in the former case, and through the tactical arrogance of George Custer in the latter. So from about 1872 the decline of the Indian as a free agent accelerates exponentially until all the Indian tribes are forced onto reservations.

Those remnants of Indian tribes from all over Texas that had not been forced onto a reservation, concentrated in the northern Mexican territory adjacent to the Nueces Strip from were they could launch plunder raids. At the same time Mexican and American outlaws, sometimes with the connivence of the Mexican Government, would team with disaffected Indians for joint raids hoping to disguise avarice as a protest of unfair and illegal treatment.

The two works included in this book, "The Mexican Raid of 1875 on Corpus Christi, Texas" and "The Mexican and Indian Raid of 1878 on Corpus Christi, Texas," illustrate these unsettled and dangerous conditions.

Even as late as 1878 relatively large groups of outlaws and/or renegade Indians were cutting a violent trail across this area of South Texas, stealing horses, cattle, any portable goods of value, and killing Texas inhabitants regardless of whether they were Anglo or Mexican, women or children. These raiders then herded the stock and transported the goods back across the Rio Grande to dispose of in Mexico. Due to sovereignty issues they couldn't be followed, apprehended, and brought back to stand trial in the U. S. Honest citizens found it increasingly impossible to live in the Nueces Strip.

In the first of these works, "The Mexican Raid of 1875 on Corpus Christi, Texas", also known as the Nuecestown Raid of 1875, the author gives a historical chronology of the raid. He used the statements of those with personal knowledge of the raid to ascertain the truth of the events from eyewitness perspectives. In addition, he includes the account of Mr. T. J. Noakes who was postmaster at that time and who later wrote an interesting account of the raiders' visit to Nuecestown that is contained in this work. After Noakes died, his sons sought a $50,000 claim from the Mexican government. The claim was to no avail until 1945, when the Mexican government finally paid $7,125 to his heirs. Texans of Hispanic decent, injured, ruined or killed received no recompense for the violence they suffered.

In this raid much evidence supports the charge that Juan Cortina, Mexican outlaw and later Mexican general, was an instigator, if not actually involved. This fact tends to support the widespread belief in Texas at that time in the connivence of, or at least the turning of, an official "blind eye" by the Mexican authorities in at least some of the incursions.

The second work included in this book, "The Mexican and Indian Raid of 1878 on Corpus Christi, Texas," also called the Kickapoo Raid, is the reprinting of a very rare pamphlet by the citizens of the area affected to the U. S. Government. These raiders were a mixed band of Mexican outlaws and hostile Indians——including Kickapoo, Apache, Seminole, and Lipan——and one reported Anglo American. In the week before Easter 1878, they cut a violent trail across South Texas, stealing horses, cattle, and goods and killing for the sake of killing. Military and law-enforcement bodies had made little attempt to respond to the raiders, who were in Texas for six days, during which they murdered at least eighteen people——men, women, and children.

This now-rare pamphlet reports the incidents of the raid and contains the sworn affidavits of eyewitnesses to the violence; reporting the names of those killed and wounded, and the property damaged. Their affidavits which provide a historical narrative to the raid, were sent to Washington in an appeal for greater protection for the rural ranches and towns of South Texas.

Both of the narrative titles in this book provide a graphic picture of the potential violence of life on the South Texas frontier even as late as 1880. They are illustrative of the hardships that the hardy souls who settled Texas faced in their struggle to make a good life for themselves and their children.

Ann Polizzi and Harry Polizzi, editors
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[* This narrative has been made up from the statements of those who had personal knowledge of the raid, and from the notes of Mr. T. J. Noakes, together with his account of the affair, which is given entire.]

The country surrounding the little city of Corpus Christi, on the southern coast of Texas, has been the field of many bloody encounters which have helped to make the bravery of Texans stand out in bold letters.

Among the bloodiest of these contests were the raids of 1875 and 1878, the incidents of either of which would cause a thrill of horror to pass through one and make a tale almost too awful to relate.

In the seventies, Texas was thinly settled, sometimes fifty or sixty miles intervening between two homesteads or settlements; but every man carried a rifle in those trying times, and, like New England's early settlers, they were always ready for enemies, either savages or desperadoes. Many were the times that, when the morning dawned and the husband kissed his wife and little ones good-bye, it was good-bye forever. Such were the conditions which the pioneer Texan had to face and endure.

Early in the spring of 1875 a band of about one hundred and fifty men was formed at a place in Mexico called Las Quisamas, and under the leadership of a cruel and daring commander, José Cortina, started on a march toward Texas. After crossing the Rio Grande near Eagle Pass, they formed into four separate commands, their purpose being to first capture and plunder Corpus Christi, and then make it the base of their operations. As they advanced they murdered all who crossed their path, men, women, and even children. But the United States troops stationed at San Diego were on the alert, and after inflicting several defeats upon three of the bands, who fled towards the Rio Grande, they went in search of the fourth. Meanwhile, the fourth division, which had met no opposition as yet, halted just outside of Corpus Christi at a place now called the Oso. Here they camped on a road which was the main highway to the city. There were in this band fifty men, heavily armed. They stopped all persons coming to or from the city, took their property, and made them prisoners. Some of the most prominent people of Corpus Christi were captured, among them being S. G. Borden, * George Franks, George Reynolds, Judge Gilpin, P. H. McManigle, Mrs. E. D. Sidbury, Mrs. R. R. Savage, and Mrs. Laura Allen, all but two of whom ** are still living. It is said that Judge Borden, who was going to Sinton, a small settlement near Corpus Christi, was riding quietly along, when suddenly Jim Hunter, a friend of his, came dashing from a thicket beside the road, on horseback, and cried: "You had better turn back, Judge, for an old Mexican just told me that the treacherous Cortina and a band of cut-throats are holding up a part of the road." Borden, insisting
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