
		
			[image: image]

		

	







Even More Things You Need to Know but Never Learned About People, Places, Events, and More!


Dont Know Much About Anything Else


Kenneth C. Davis

[image: image]







This book is dedicated to
 every child who ever asked Why?
 And to every parent, teacher, librarian, friend, and relative
 who might take the time to answer.
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INTRODUCTION





WHAT DO YOU WANT TO BE WHEN YOU GROW UP?


Adults have been putting kids on the spot with that one for a very long time. In fact, I still ask myself that question all the time and I am in my fifties! But do you remember what you wanted to be when you were young?


I happen to know because recently I came across a box of my own grade school papers stored away in the attic. Way back in elementary school, I wrote that perfunctory, What I Want to Be essay. Back thenand even into my college yearsthe idea that I could grow up and earn a living as a writer was as remote to me as being an astronaut or a neurosurgeon was. It simply wasnt on my radar. No, in my essay, I declared that I would be a teacher helping children to learn. But more surprisingly, even then, I declared that I would make my classroom more fun. My own teachers must have loved reading that!


So the notion that making education more interesting than it was for most of us may have been in my DNA. It was certainly on my mind back then in the William H. Holmes Elementary School in Mount Vernon, New York. That is where I usually found myself watching the clock on the wall or the construction vehicles across the street.


And it also seems apparent that I never thought that fun is a four-letter word. No, Ive always held that fun and education can mingle, date, get serious. Even commit!


Confirmation of my long-held and admittedly idiosyncratic approach to learning came a few years ago, when I added childrens books to my Dont Know Much About series. At that time, I began making visits to schools. Wherever I travel, I take along a portable Dont Know Much About Quiz Show, complete with buzzers and flashing lights. For an hour or so, I turn a classroom, cafeteria, or an auditorium into the set of Who Wants to Be a Millionaire? or Jeopardy.


The reaction among most students is the same, whether it is in the South Bronx, rural South Dakota, or suburban Connecticut. Kids are the same wherever I goendlessly curious and they like to have fun. Everybodyand I mean everybodyis itching to get their fingers on one of those little buzzers. The excitement and enthusiasm of children who want to answer questions, show off what they know, and learn something new is an uncontainable force.


Yes, I ask some incredibly dorky questions, such as What state is round at the ends and high in the middle? (O-HI-O. Get it?) But thats part of the fun.


And wrong answers dont count. Thats what makes some of the responses I get from the children so amusing. My favorite was the answer I got to the question, What famous piece of clothing was invented for gold miners in California by Levi Strauss? One little boy could barely contain himself and blurted out Tights!


I cant get the image of grizzled gold miners in tights out of my head.


After we finish playing the game, I let the students ask me questions about just about anythingfrom history to writing books to living in New York City. I have come to routinely expect two questions right up front, both of which reveal something about American values: Are you rich? and Do you know anybody famous?


But the truth is that almost everywhere I go, the excitement level and curiosity is much greater in elementary school than it is in the upper grades. Somewhere curiosity gets killed. It happens between sixth grade and high school. Clearly, a large number of the bright, interestedand infectiously curiouschildren leaping at the chance to learn are abducted by aliens and replaced by a race of bored, disaffected teenagers who hate school. Maybe its just hormones. Or maybe its the way we teach. But it doesnt have to be that way.


And thats why I used a column in USA Weekend magazine to create a series of quizzes on everything from major historical events, significant people, food, everyday inventions that have changed our lives, and extraordinary places. Many of them were sparked by my own curiosity. And in 2007, Dont Know Much About Anything collected more than 125 of those quizzes and became an immediate New York Times bestseller.


So like the proverbial bad penny, Im back with a new collection of quizzes. I still have the same slightly twisted agenda: Ask some interesting questions, have some fun, and learn something together in the process. Once more, these quizzes are about Famous People (such as the woman who formed a bureau after the Civil War to search for missing men at Andersonville prison, or the First Lady who complained of leading a dull life); Exceptional Places (Which country has the most Catholics?); and Historic Happenings (Whose boot is immortalized in a statue at the Saratoga battlefield in upstate New York?); along with an array of questions about the worlds of sports, entertainment, and civics.


As I noted in the beginning of Dont Know Much About Anything, these quizzes cover a lot of intriguing territory. But they are not trivia. I believe that most of the information forms a compelling compendium of useful knowledgeeven if it only helps you answer those troublesome Jeopardy questions when you play along at home.


You dont need a buzzer, but get ready to play!














FAMOUS PEOPLE


DONT KNOW MUCH ABOUT


Clara Barton



ON CHRISTMAS DAY, 1821, an Angel was born. Youngest of five children, Clara Barton was born in Oxford, Massachusetts. During the Civil War, she carried supplies to soldiers and nursed the wounded, for which she was called the Angel of the Battlefield. Her legacy didnt end there as she founded the American Red Cross. Bartons thirty-eight-room home in Glen Echo, Marylandwhere she died in 1912was also the headquarters of the American Red Cross for several years and is now a National Historic site. What else do you know about this trailblazing Angel of mercy?


TRUE OR FALSE?




	1. Barton was a trained nurse.


	2. When the war started, she worked in the U.S. Patent Office.


	3. Barton was appointed head of nurses when the war started.


	4. When the Civil War ended, she led the effort to locate missing soldiers.


	5. The Red Cross was her idea.


	6. The Red Cross originally assisted only soldiers.





ANSWERS




	1. False. Educated at home, she became a schoolteacher and her only medical experience was nursing an invalid brother, including applying leeches, a medical practice of the day.


	2. True. She was the first female clerk in what is now the Patent and Trademark Office.


	3. False. When the war broke out, she began a volunteer effort to carry medical supplies to the battlefield. But the government initially refused to give her help. In 1864, she was appointed superintendent of nurses for the Army of the James, a division of the Union forces.


	4. True. Barton formed a bureau to search for missing men and the office marked more than 12,000 graves in the infamous Andersonville prison in Georgia.


	5. False. In 1869, she went to Europe and learned of the International Committee of the Red Cross, based in Geneva. She took part in Red Cross activities during the Franco-Prussian War and when she returned to America campaigned for the establishment of the American branch of the Red Cross. She became its first president when it was founded in 1881. She also urged the United States government to ratify the Geneva Convention, which was done in 1882.


	6. True. Barton was responsible for the clause in the Red Cross constitution that provides for civilian relief in peacetime calamities. It is known as the American Amendment.





DONT KNOW MUCH ABOUT


Salvador Dal



EVERY MORNING WHEN I awake, the greatest of joys is mine: that of being Salvador Dal. That outsized ego and showmans flair helped make Salvador Dal one of the worlds most recognizable artists. Born on May 11, 1904, in Figueres in Spains Catalonian region, Dal was an eccentric master whose abstract paintings, filled with bizarre images, are still extremely popular. Dal died on January 23, 1989, in his hometown, where he is buried in the museum he built for himself. What do you know about this famed painter, whose wild mustache and love for the unusual were as famous as his art?


TRUE OR FALSE?




	1. Dal is best known for the style called cubism.


	2. Besides his paintings and lithographs, Dals most famous work is the notable short film Un Chien Andalou.


	3. A committed Communist, Dal fought in the Spanish Civil War against General Franco.


	4. Dal collaborated with both Alfred Hitchcock and Walt Disney.





ANSWERS




	1. False. Dals most famous work, including the painting The Persistence of Memory, is surrealist, which uses fantastic images to convey what Dal called hand-painted dream photographs. Cubism is usually associated with fellow Spaniard Picasso, whom Dal greatly admired.


	2. True. The sixteen-minute film made with Luis Buuel is a surrealist classic with such shocking images as a womans eyeball being sliced.


	3. False. Briefly a Communist, Dal left Spain during its Civil War and was later criticized when he returned to Spain and praised General Francos repressive Fascist regime.


	4. True. He worked on a dream sequence in Hitchcocks film Spellbound and collaborated with Disney on Destino, begun in 1945 and finally released in 2003.





DONT KNOW MUCH ABOUT


Hans Christian Andersen



THE SON OF A poor shoemaker, born in Denmark on April 2, 1805, Hans Christian Andersen (18051875) became one of the worlds most famous authors. After his fathers death, the young boy set out to become a singer and actor, but had little luck until he turned to writing childrens stories in 1835. His famed tales, often of luckless but goodhearted peopleand animalswho find their fortune, have mesmerized readers ever since. What do you know about the man behind The Ugly Duckling and The Little Mermaid?




	1. In which story does a child say, But the Emperor has nothing on?


	2. What really became of the Little Mermaid? Where is her famous statue located?


	3. What is the test of The Real Princess?


	4. What real person inspired Andersen to write The Nightingale?


	5. Who played Andersen in the 1952 film based on his life and stories?


	6. True or False? All of Andersens 156 fairy tales are based on old folk tales.





ANSWERS




	1. The Emperors New Clothes.


	2. In the original, she is turned into sea foam after her prince marries another girl. The statue, which has been vandalized on several occasions, is in Copenhagens harbor.


	3. She could feel three peas through twenty mattresses and twenty featherbeds.


	4. The famed singer Jenny Lind, known as the Swedish Nightingale, who was Andersens great unrequited love.


	5. Danny Kaye.


	6. False. All but twelve are original stories.





DONT KNOW MUCH ABOUT


President Eisenhower



ON JANUARY 20, 1953, World War II hero Dwight D. Eisenhower was inaugurated for the first of two terms as Americas thirty-fourth President. Hed come a long way from his simple roots in Denison, Texas, where he was born on October 14, 1890, and Abilene, Kansas, where he grew up. West Point and an army career followed, bringing Ike to his pivotal role as the Allied commander of the D-Day invasion. His popularity after the war led to his election in 1952, and in 1953 he told America, In the final choice, a soldiers pack is not so heavy a burden as a prisoners chains. Eisenhower suffered a series of heart attacks and died of heart failure on March 28, 1969. Do you like Ike?




	1. Ike once served under a famous general he would later command. Who was he?


	2. Before being elected U.S. President, what other presidency did Eisenhower hold?


	3. In 1951, Eisenhower donned a uniform again. What did he command?


	4. When he left the White House, Ike issued a famous but surprising warning. What danger did he foresee?





ANSWERS




	1. In 1933, he became an aide to General Douglas MacArthur, the Army chief of staff. In 1935, MacArthur became military adviser to the Commonwealth of the Philippines and took Eisenhower with him. After World War II, Ike was named Army chief of staff, making him MacArthurs superior.


	2. In 1948, Eisenhower retired from active military service to become president of Columbia University in New York City.


	3. He became chief of the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) in April 1951.


	4. In a farewell speech, he said, We must guard against the acquisition of unwarranted influenceby the military-industrial complex. Issued three days before Eisenhower left the White House in January 1961, the speech warned that we must never let the weight of this combination endanger our liberties or democratic processes. We should take nothing for granted. Only an alert and knowledgeable citizenry can compel the proper meshing of the huge industrial and military machinery of defense with our peaceful methods and goals, so that security and liberty may prosper together.





DONT KNOW MUCH ABOUT


Mother Cabrini



ON JULY 7, 1946, Frances Xavier Cabrini (18501917) was declared a Catholic saint, the first U.S. citizen to be canonized. Born in Lombardy, Italy, the thirteenth child of a farmer, Maria Cabrini trained to be a schoolteacher and established the Missionary Sisters of the Sacred Heart to teach poor children. In 1889, she came to America where she and her followers opened many orphanages, schools, and free clinics. She became an American citizen in 1909. What do you know about this revered woman and the process of becoming a saint?




	1. How did Mother Cabrini become a saint?


	2. Of what group is Saint Frances Cabrini the patron saint?


	3. Who was the first person born in the United States to be recognized as a saint by the Roman Catholic Church?


	4. How many Catholics are there in America? In the world?





ANSWERS




	1. Along with her holy character, Mother Cabrini was credited with four miracles. By Roman Catholic law, a candidate for sainthood today must be responsible for at least two miracles to qualify as beatified (or Blessed). Two more miracles are required for canonization. Only the Pope can grant official recognition to a person nominated for beatification or canonization.


	2. In 1950, Pope Pius XII named her patron saint of emigrants. Patron saints are seen as protectors of particular groups or places.


	3. Elizabeth Ann Seton, canonized in 1975. She founded what is now often called Sisters of Charity, the first Catholic religious community that originated in the United States.


	4. In 2007, there were 64.4 million Roman Catholics in the U.S. (22 percent of the U.S. population); worldwide, there were more than 1.15 billion Roman Catholics in 2005, according to the Georgetown Universitys Center for Applied Research in the Apostolate (CARA). Catholicism is the largest Christian church in the world.





DONT KNOW MUCH ABOUT


Howard Hughes



THE NAME SPRUCE GOOSE has been largely forgotten when compared to other aviation milestones such as the Spirit of St. Louis or Kitty Hawk. But in 1947, this eight-engine flying boat, largely made of birch, with room for 700 passengers, made its maiden voyage. It was piloted by its designer, Howard Hughes Jr., an eccentric genius who later became one of the worlds richest men. Hughes (19051976) owned the Hughes Tool Company, an oil field equipment firm begun by his father. With his wealth, he gained fame as an aviator, created Trans World Airways and became a Hollywood producer. But in the mid-1950s, Hughes dropped from sight, becoming a mysterious recluse who lived in a Las Vegas hotel and never appeared in public. What do you know about this offbeat icon, subject of Martin Scorseses biopic The Aviator (2004), and his fantastic flying machine?


TRUE OR FALSE?




	1. The Spruce Goose set the record for the largest wingspan of any plane ever built.


	2. Hughes was a record-holding pilot.


	3. As the owner of RKO Pictures, he produced such films as Scarface.


	4. Before he died, Hughes wrote a bestselling autobiography.





ANSWERS




	1. True. At nearly 320 feet, it is still the largest wingspan of any airplane, according to the nonprofit group aerospaceweb.org.


	2. True. He set several speed records, including an around-the-world mark of 3 days, 19 hours, 14 minutes, set in 1938.


	3. True. He became a Hollywood film producer, and his most successful movies included Hells Angels and The Outlaw, which made a star of Rosalind Russell.


	4. False. In 1971, writer Clifford Irving was paid some $750,000 for a manuscript he presented as Hughess autobiography. Irving claimed he worked on it with Hughes, but Hughes denied knowing Irving, who later confessed to the hoax.





DONT KNOW MUCH ABOUT


Jules Verne



FRENCH NOVELIST JULES VERNE was one smart guy. He envisioned airplanes, submarines, television, guided missiles, moon rockets, and space satellitesbut he did it just after the American Civil War. Born on February 8, 1828, Verne studied law in Paris but chose to become a writer, and is considered one of the founding fathers of science fiction. His first adventure tale, Five Weeks in a Balloon (1863), a story of crossing Africa by balloon, brought him immediate success




	1. In From the Earth to the Moon (1865), Vernes space travelers are shot out of a cannon located in what place?


	2. Which Verne tale is about a mad sea captain who cruises beneath the oceans in a fantastic submarine?


	3. What does Verne character Phileas Fogg attempt to do in order to win a bet?


	4. In which novel does an expedition to a volcano lead three men on an unexpected adventure?









	1. Florida, anticipating the future location of Americas space launches. Verne also had these nineteenth-century astronauts splash down in the ocean.


	2. Twenty Thousand Leagues Under the Sea (1870) tells about Captain Nemo who commanded the Nautilus. Nemo reappeared in Mysterious Island (1875).


	3. In Around the World in Eighty Days (1873), Fogg attempts to travel around the earth in the seemingly impossible time of eighty days, an idea based on an actual trip by an American, George Train.


	4. A Journey to the Center of the Earth (1864) takes its three heroes into the dark hollow of the earth.
















	1. Lindbergh was the first pilot to attempt to cross the Atlantic.


	2. Lindberghs Atlantic crossing was part of an Army test flight.


	3. The famous flight took about twenty-four hours.


	4. Lindbergh also helped start Americas space program.


	5. The Lindbergh kidnapping led Congress to pass the Lindbergh Law.


	6. In 1938, Nazi leader Hermann Gring presented Lindbergh with a German medal of honor.









	1. False. Other pilots had crossed the Atlantic before him, but Lindbergh was the first person to do it alone nonstop.


	2. False. It was a publicity stunt. In 1919, a New York City hotel owner offered $25,000 to the first aviator to fly nonstop from New York to Paris. Several pilots were killed or injured making the attempt.


	3. False. Lindbergh took off in the Spirit of St. Louis from Roosevelt Field, near New York City, and landed near Paris. He had flown more than 3,600 miles in 33 hours.


	4. True. Lindbergh learned about Robert H. Goddard, a pioneer in rocket research, and helped obtain financial support for Goddards experiments, which led to the development of space travel.


	5. True. In 1932, the Lindberghs infant son was kidnapped and murdered. Bruno Richard Hauptmann was convicted of the crime and executed in 1936. The Lindbergh Law made kidnapping a federal offense if the victim is taken across state lines or if the mail service is used for ransom demands.


	6. True. Lindberghs acceptance of the medal caused an outcry in the United States. In 1941, he joined the America First Committee, an organization that opposed American entry into World War II. He criticized President Roosevelts policies and charged that British and Jewish groups were leading America into war.
















	1. Castro was the son of a Cuban army officer.


	2. Castro was trained as a lawyer.


	3. In 1959, Castro overthrew a corrupt military dictatorship.


	4. The United States has never recognized Castros government.


	5. Cuba has one of the best human rights records in the Western Hemisphere.









	1. False. Castros father, originally an immigrant laborer, had become the wealthy owner of a large sugar plantation.


	2. True. He attended Jesuit schools while growing up and went to the University of Havanas law school. He went into practice in 1950, but had been involved in rebellions in nearby Dominica.


	3. True. General Fulgencio Batista had seized power in Cuba in a 1952 coup. His regime was supported by American organized crime and American sugar and fruit companies.


	4. False. The United States recognized the Castro government on January 7, 1959, a few days after Castro seized power. The United States broke diplomatic relations in 1960 when Castros government seized nearly all U.S.-owned property in Cuba and began to buy oil from the Soviet Union.


	5. False. According to a 2007 report by Human Rights Watch, Cuba is the one country in Latin America that represses nearly all forms of political dissent. Human rights groups are banned from visiting Cuba.














	1. Great-Grandpa was President, Grandpa was a Senator, and so was Dad. I was a Governor until January 2007.


	2. Father ran the Securities and Exchange Commission. One of my brothers was President, another was a Senator. Im a Senator, too.


	3. My brother and I are historians. (I won the Pulitzer Prize!) Father was a diplomat. Grandfather was President. So was Great-Grandfather. (That should make it easy!)


	4. My father was President, but I only got as far as Secretary of War and Ambassador to Great Britain. I also ran the Pullman Car Company, one of Americas largest corporations at the time.


	5. My father and I both went to West Point. He became President; I was a soldier, diplomat, and historian.









	1. Ohio Governor Robert Taft II. He is the great-grandson of the twenty-seventh President William Howard Taft; grandson of Senator Robert Alphonso Taft I; and son of Senator Robert A. Taft, known as Mr. Republican, who sought the nomination for President three times (1940, 1948, 1952).


	2. Massachusetts Senator Ted Kennedy. His father, Joe Kennedy, was the first head of the SEC, his brother John was President, and his other brother Robert was Senator from New York.


	3. Henry Adams, author of The Education of Henry Adams, whose brother, Brooks, was also a noted historian. Their father was Charles Francis Adams, Ambassador to Great Britain during the Civil War. Their grandfather was John Quincy Adams and great-grandfather was second President John Adams.


	4. Robert Todd Lincoln, the only surviving son of Abraham Lincoln. Lincolns other sons died before adulthood.


	5. John Eisenhower, son of President Dwight Eisenhower. He served in Korea, was Ambassador to Belgium, and has written several books of military history.














	1. During an official portrait sitting, which American President did Adams lecture on preserving the Alaskan Wilderness?


	2. During World War II, Adams photographed Japanese Americans in what notable location?


	3. Adams helped found the Department of Photography at what famous museum?


	4. In 1946, Adams set up something that was the first of its kind at an American college. What was it?


	5. Where is the Ansel Adams Wilderness?









	1. Jimmy Carter. Adams took Carters official portrait in 1979. Soon after, Carter signed a bill protecting the Alaskan wilderness.


	2. At Manzanar, the California internment camp to which Japanese Americans had been forcibly removed. Adams hoped to show that they were loyal, productive citizens.


	3. New York Citys Museum of Modern Art in 1940.


	4. A photography department at the California School of Fine Arts, now the San Francisco Art Institute.


	5. South of Yosemite National Park, this 229,000-acre wilderness connects the park to the John Muir Wilderness. An 11,760-foot mountain in Yosemite was also named in honor of Adams.
















	1. Boone was born in North Carolina.


	2. Boone helped blaze the Santa Fe Trail.


	3. Boone was the model for the hero in James Fenimore Coopers famous novels of early America.


	4. Boone was once captured and then adopted by Indians.


	5. Daniel Boone was famous for his coonskin cap.


	6. This trailblazer who opened up so much territory died without any land.









	1. False. He was born on November 2, 1734, in a log cabin near present-day Reading, Pennsylvania. His parents were hardworking Quakers and he was one of eleven children.


	2. False. Boone helped buy a huge tract of land from the Cherokee Indians in 1775. With thirty men, he then improved the Indian trails and buffalo paths, and the resulting trail became known as the Wilderness Road, the primary route west.


	3. True. Natty Bumppo, the memorable hero of The Leather-stocking Tales including The Deerslayer (1841), was modeled on Boone.


	4. True. In January 1778, Boone was taken by a band of Shawnee Indians. Chief Blackfish adopted him into the tribe and gave Boone the name Shel-tow-ee (Big Turtle). The Indians plucked all of the hair from Boones head, except for a tuft called a scalp lock, then took him to a river to wash away his white blood.


	5. False. Youre probably thinking of Davy Crockett. Boone typically wore a fringed hunting shirt, deerskin leggings, and moccasins. His hair was long, tied in a pigtail, and topped with a black felt hat.


	6. True. Boone sold off his Kentucky holdings to pay debts. In 1814, Congress gave him 850 acres for his services in opening the West, but Boone again had to sell the land in order to pay off his debts.














	1. Who was the first black mayor of a major American city?


	2. Also elected in 1967, but inaugurated slightly later, Richard Hatcher became the second black mayor of what large American city?


	3. Which sharecroppers son led a large California city for twenty years?


	4. In 1973, Maynard Jackson became the first black mayor of what major Southern city?


	5. Who defeated Rudy Giuliani to become the first African American mayor of New York City?


	6. Which grandson of slaves became the first elected black governor in the United States?









	1. Carl B. Stokes (19271996) served as mayor of Cleveland from 1967 to 1971. The first black to be elected to head a major American city, he was reelected in 1969. Stokes later worked as a newscaster in New York City, served as a judge on the Cleveland Municipal Court, and was named the U.S. ambassador to Seychelles from 1994 to 1996.


	2. Hatcher served as mayor of Gary, Indiana, from 1968 to 1987. Hatcher won reelection four times, but was defeated in a bid for another term in the 1987 Democratic primary.


	3. Thomas Bradley was the first African-American mayor of Los Angeles. In 1973, he became leader of what was then the third largest U.S. city and was reelected four more timesto date still the only person ever elected mayor of Los Angeles more than three times.


	4. Atlanta, Georgia.


	5. David Dinkins defeated Giuliani in the 1989 election. In 1993, Dinkins ran for reelection, again against Giuliani, but was defeated and left office in 1994.


	6. Douglas Wilder was the chief executive of Virginia from 1990 to 1994.














	1. What wartime speech by President Roosevelt inspired a series of famous Rockwell paintings?


	2. In a memorable May 1943 Post illustration, what wartime character did Rockwell bring to life?


	3. In The Problem We All Live With, his first cover for Look magazine in 1964, what notable social issue did Rockwell depict?


	4. What headline-making crime did a 1965 Look cover illustrate?


	5. Where is the Norman Rockwell Museum?









	1. The Four Freedoms in 1943: Freedom of Speech, Freedom to Worship, Freedom from Want, and Freedom from Fear.


	2. Rosie the Riveter. The brawny woman in coveralls munching a sandwich with a rivet gun in her lap was a tribute to the millions of women who worked in the defense industry.


	3. Desegregation. The painting showed a small black girl being escorted to school by federal marshals.


	4. Murder in Mississippi depicted the killings of three civil rights workers in 1964.


	5. Stockbridge, Massachusetts, Rockwells home from 1953 to the time of his death in 1978.
















	1. During World War II, the Nazis issued a version of Nostradamuss prophecies to convince Germans of the Nazis ultimate victory.


	2. Nostradamus was the son of the prominent Archbishop of Notre Dame.


	3. During the great plague, Nostradamus was a physician who saved many lives.


	4. Nostradamus predicted the end of the world in the year 2550, a thousand years after his book appeared.









	1. True. The Nazis also believed that the prophecies would convince their enemies of their inevitable victory.


	2. False. He was born into a Jewish family which converted to Roman Catholicism.


	3. True. A well-educated physician, Nostradamus embraced remedies that were said to be more helpful than the popular bleeding techniques of that time.


	4. False. He told his son that he made predictions up to the year 3797, when the world would end or be transformed.














	1. What businesses did the Wright Brothers run in Dayton, Ohio?


	2. How long was the Wright Brothers first flight?


	3. Before the brothers took flight, Orville developed a crucial piece of technology in 1901. What did he design?


	4. In September 1908, Orville Wright took the first passengers on a flight. What unfortunate distinction does one passenger, Thomas Selfridge, hold?









	1. Although best known as bicycle shop owners, the Wright Brothers were also printers and publishers of a small newspaper, Daytons West Side News.


	2. Twelve seconds. On later attempts that day, older brother Wilbur stayed aloft for 59 seconds and traveled 852 feet.


	3. Orville developed the first wind tunnel, crucial in developing the airplane.


	4. Selfridge was the first man to die in a plane crash of injuries suffered on September 17, 1908.













	1. During what war was Churchill captured as a correspondent?


	2. Churchill harshly criticized Prime Minister Neville Chamberlain over what key historical event?


	3. In a radio broadcast, what country did he call a riddle wrapped in a mystery inside an enigma?


	4. We shall fight in the fields and in the street, we shall fight in the hills; we shall never surrender. This famed speech followed what crucial event?


	5. In a famous 1946 speech delivered in Missouri, how did Churchill describe Eastern Europe?









	1. Churchill was captured in South Africa during the Boer War in 1899. His escape made him a national hero and he was elected to Britains Parliament in 1900.


	2. Chamberlains Munich agreement of 1938 with Hitler, widely viewed as an act of appeasement that led to Germanys attempt to conquer Europe.


	3. It was his description of Russia in 1939.


	4. The evacuation of British troops from Dunkirk, France, 1940.


	5. He said an Iron Curtain had fallen across the continent. Though not the first time the phrase was used, it was certainly the most famous and lasting use.














	1. Where did he get his pen name Mark Twain?


	2. How did Twain serve during the Civil War?


	3. What short story gave Twain his national fame?


	4. Which famous generals autobiography did Twain publish?









	1. As a steamboat pilot on the Mississippi River, he knew this phrase meant that the water is two fathoms (12 feet) deep.


	2. In 1861, Clemens joined a group of irregular Confederate cavalry from Missouri, deserting after a few weeks time. The experience served as the source of a short memoir, The Private History of a Campaign That Failed.


	3. The Notorious Jumping Frog of Calaveras County (1865), based on a tale Twain heard while working in the California gold fields, was a national sensation.


	4. His firm, Charles L. Webster, published Ulysses S. Grants Memoirs, a critical and commercial success.














	1. During the Spanish-American war, Roosevelt joined the First Volunteer Cavalry, a group best known by what name?


	2. Roosevelt was Governor of New York when nominated for Vice President. What other notable post had he held in New York?


	3. Among many accomplishments, Roosevelt achieved an honor that only two other Presidents have won. What is it?


	4. What was his most famous pronouncement, actually an African proverb?


	5. After winning a second term as a Republican President in 1904, Teddy chose not to run in 1908. When he changed his mind for the 1912 elections, what was his party?









	1. The admiring press christened them Rough Riders. For leading an assault on Kettle Hill near San Juan, Cuba, Roosevelt became an instant war hero.


	2. He was New York City Police Commissioner, where he earned a reputation as a corruption fighter and reformer.


	3. Roosevelt won the Nobel Peace Prize in 1906 for helping to end the Russo-Japanese War. Woodrow Wilson won the Nobel Peace Prize in 1919, and Jimmy Carter in 2002.


	4. Speak softly and carry a big stick; you will go far. Roosevelt rarely spoke softly.


	5. The Bull Moose, or Progressive, Party. Democrat Woodrow Wilson won the election, defeating the incumbent Republican, William Taft, Roosevelts Secretary of War.














	1. Inspired by the rhythmic sound of an ocean liners engine, what was Seusss first book?


	2. Which Seuss classic used just 220 words?


	3. Boris Karloff once made his voice rather scary / But in a remake, he was played by Jim Carrey. Who is he?


	4. Heres a clue that may surprise you / What did Seuss do / During the War known as Two?









	1. And to Think That I Saw It on Mulberry Street. The idea came to Seuss on an ocean cruise.


	2. The Cat in the Hat, written in response to the 1954 reports of poor reading in America.


	3. The Grinch.


	4. He drew anti-Nazi and anti-Japanese propaganda cartoons, images sharply at odds with his whimsical childrens drawings.














	1. Who was the first Pope?


	2. What distinction did John Paul II hold that no Pope had for 450 years?


	3. In 1984, the U.S. restored diplomatic relations with the Vatican. How long ago were these diplomatic relations with the Vatican banned by Congress?


	4. Besides leading the Roman Catholic church, the Pope is head of what state?


	5. Which biblical site in Iraq did John Paul II visit while Saddam Hussein was in power?









	1. St. Peter, the first bishop of Rome, is considered the first Pope.


	2. He was the first non-Italian Pope in that time.


	3. The ban on diplomatic relations with the Vatican dates to 1867.


	4. The Pope is Sovereign of the State of Vatican City, which was created as an independent state in 1929.


	5. The city of Ur, the traditional birthplace of the Patriarch Abraham, although some biblical scholars dispute this.
















	1. Kings first prominent protest action was a sit-in at a Woolworths segregated lunch counter.


	2. In 1957, King founded the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP) to battle racism and segregation.


	3. Kings most famous address, the I Have a Dream speech, was delivered to a mass demonstration in Washington, D.C.


	4. King was the last American to receive the Nobel Peace Prize, which he won in 1964.









	1. False. He led the 1955 Montgomery, Alabama, bus boycott, following the arrest of Rosa Parks.


	2. False. In 1957, King founded the Southern Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC). The NAACP was begun in 1909.


	3. True. More than 250,000 people heard this speech at the August 1963 Civil Rights March on Washington.


	4. False. Since 1964, six Americans have won the Peace Prize. Agricultural-scientist Norman Borlaug (1970), Secretary of State Henry Kissinger (1973), Hungarian-born writer Elie Wiesel (1986), Jody Williams of the International Campaign to Ban Land Mines (1997), President Jimmy Carter (2002), and Vice President Al Gore (2007).
















	1. King was born in Montgomery, Alabama.


	2. His father was pastor of the Ebenezer Baptist Church in Atlanta.


	3. King was a high school dropout.


	4. He met his future wife, Coretta, while studying in Boston.


	5. Kings first church was his fathers church in Atlanta.


	6. Martin Luther King Jr. was not named Martin at birth.









	1. False. King was born in Atlanta on January 15, 1929. The second oldest child, he had an older sister, Christine, and a younger brother, A. D. The young Martin was usually called M. L.


	2. True. One of Martins grandfathers, A. D. Williams, also had been pastor there.


	3. False. Martin did so well in high school that he skipped both the ninth and twelfth grades. He entered Atlantas Morehouse College when he was only 15.


	4. True. After Seminary in Pennsylvania, King went to Boston University to earn his Ph.D. He met Coretta Scott, a music student, there and they married in 1953.


	5. False. In 1954, King became pastor of the Dexter Avenue Baptist Church in Montgomery, Alabama. The next year, he became a leader in the protest of Montgomerys segregated bus system following the arrest of Rosa Parks for disobeying a city law requiring that blacks surrender their bus seats when white people wanted to sit in their seats or in the same row.


	6. True. His given name was Michael, and his father changed both his and his sons name to Martin, in honor of Protestant Reformer Martin Luther, following a visit to the Holy Land.
















	1. Since Washington, D.C., didnt exist in 1789, the first President took the oath of office in New York City.


	2. In the first election, Washington swept the electoral votes of all thirteen states.


	3. Washingtons running mate was John Adams.


	4. Washingtons first Cabinet included Alexander Hamilton (Treasury), Thomas Jefferson (Secretary of State), Benjamin Franklin (Education), and John Paul Jones (Defense).


	5. The last time George Washington led troops into the field was as President.









	1. True. Washington was inaugurated at Federal Hall in New York City, the nations first capital. The capital was moved to Philadelphia in his second term.


	2. False. Washington was elected unanimously, but carried only the ten states that actually voted. New York failed to choose its electors in time, and both North Carolina and Rhode Island had not yet ratified the Constitution and did not participate in the first presidential election.


	3. False. There were no political parties at the time and no presidential tickets. Adams became Vice President because he was the second-place finisher. That was how the Vice President was chosen until the Twelfth Amendment was ratified in 1804.


	4. False. While the first two are accurate, there were no Education or Defense departments back then. In fact, the new Constitution did not mention a Cabinet at all. Washingtons first group of department heads was rounded out by War Secretary Henry Knox, a veteran of the Revolution for whom Fort Knox is named, and Attorney General Edmund Jennings Randolph, a prominent Virginian.


	5. True. The Whiskey Rebellion was a revolt against a federal tax passed on corn whiskey, which was how most farmers used their surplus corn. Washington led 13,000 militiamen into the Pennsylvania wilderness to put down this anti-tax revolt, a force larger than any he had commanded during the Revolution.














	1. A Governor, Secretary of State, and Vice President, his epitaph includes Father of the University of Virginia.


	2. Like George Bush, he was a former Vice President who served a single term and had a politically famous son.


	3. A veteran of the Revolution, he was a Senator, Vice President, and Minister to France and England, and his Presidency was called the Era of Good Feelings.


	4. A former Governor and Vice President, he was sworn into office by his father, a Justice of the Peace, when his predecessor died.









	1. The third President, Thomas Jefferson, died a little after noon at Monticello on July 4, 1826, the fiftieth anniversary of the Declaration of Independence which, of course, he wrote.


	2. The second President, John Adams died on the same day as Jefferson, about six hours later in Quincy, Massachusetts. His son, John Quincy Adams, became the sixth President, making them the first father and son American Presidents.


	3. The fifth President, James Monroe died on July 4, 1831 in New York City where he moved after financial problems forced him to sell his Virginia home.


	4. The thirtieth President, Calvin Coolidge was born in Plymouth, Vermont, on July 4, 1872, and took office when Warren G. Harding died.














	1. What were the Rosenbergs accused of?


	2. Who was David Greenglass?


	3. What did the Walker family do?


	4. Who was Aldrich Ames?


	5. What did Robert Hanssen do?









	1. Charged with passing secrets about the atomic bomb to the Soviets, they pleaded innocent and then pleaded the Fifth when asked if they were Communists. For years, many people believed that the Rosenbergs did not get a fair trial and that their sentence was too harsh, especially as they had two small boys. The case was appealed to the Supreme Court of the United States, but all appeals were denied and President Eisenhower rejected two pleas for clemency.


	2. The brother of Ethel Rosenberg, Greenglass had worked as a machinist at Los Alamos, on the project to make an atomic bomb. The government charged that he supplied the information used to build the first Soviet atomic bomb and he implicated the Rosenbergs. Sentenced to fifteen years in prison, Greenglass later admitted he had lied about his sister to save himself. Recently opened Soviet files confirm that Julius was a spy but had not passed on atomic secrets, and that Ethel knew about this but was not involved.


	3. Navy communications specialist John Walker, his son Michael, and his brother Arthur sold secrets to the Soviets for decades. All received lengthy prison terms.


	4. A CIA operative, Ames also spied for the Soviets. In spite of a modest salary, he owned an expensive home and cars bought with his espionage profits, but went undetected for nine years. His deceit may have cost the lives of hundreds of agents working for the United States. He is serving a life sentence.


	5. An FBI counterintelligence expert, Hanssen sold secrets to the Soviets for more than twenty years. He also is serving a life sentence.
















	1. Elizabeth Dole was the first female Cabinet member.


	2. Bella Abzug was the first woman in Congress.


	3. Women could not vote until the Nineteenth Amendment passed in 1920.


	4. The first woman on a major partys presidential ticket was Geraldine Ferraro.


	5. The first woman in the White House was Abigail Adams.









	1. False. Frances Perkins was Franklin D. Roosevelts Labor Secretary in 1933.


	2. False. Jeanette Rankin was the first woman elected to Congress from Montana in 1916.


	3. False. Women could vote in several state and local elections before then.


	4. True. Geraldine Ferraro was Walter Mondales Democratic running mate in 1984.


	5. True. John and Abigail Adams moved into the unfinished presidential palace in June 1800.














	1. Which First Lady said, I live a dull life here. I am more like a state prisoner than anything else?


	2. After her husband suffered a stroke, which First Lady practically acted as president?


	3. Which First Lady became Americas delegate to the General Assembly of the United Nations?


	4. Which First Lady had a career as an inquiring photographer for the Washington Post before her marriage?


	5. Who was the First Lady elected to public office?


	6. Which presidential nominees wife later campaigned to become President herself?


	7. So far, only two First Ladies have also been First Moms. Who are they? And what else do these two often outspoken ladies have in common?









	1. Martha Washington, on life as first lady in New York City.


	2. Woodrow Wilsons second wife, Edith Bolling Wilson.


	3. Eleanor Roosevelt, from 1945 to 1951.


	4. Jackie Lee Bouvier, who married John F. Kennedy in 1953.


	5. Senator Hillary Rodham Clinton.


	6. Elizabeth Dole, wife of Senator Bob Dole, who was elected U.S. Senator from North Carolina in 2002.


	7. Abigail Adams, wife of second President John Adams and mother of sixth President John Quincy Adams; Barbara Bush, wife of forty-first President George H. W. Bush and mother of forty-third President George W. Bush. Both were married at age 19.














	1. What was McCarthys famous nickname?


	2. In what notable first was McCarthy involved?


	3. Who coined the word McCarthyism?


	4. What bestseller includes a staunch defense of Senator McCarthy?


	5. What became of McCarthy?









	1. Tailgunner Joe. As an intelligence officer stationed in World War II, he participated in combat bombing missions, although he was not wounded in action as he later claimed.


	2. The Army-McCarthy hearings he held were the first nationally televised Senate hearings.


	3. The word was first used by the cartoonist Herblock in the Washington Post. The word was a synonym for baseless mudslinging, and in the cartoon, McCarthyism was crudely lettered on a barrel of mud. But McCarthy proudly used the word himself as a book title, McCarthyism: The Fight for America.


	4. Treason by Ann Coulter.


	5. He remained in the Senate, but was largely ignored by Congress, the White House, and the media. The alcoholic McCarthys drinking eventually caused a liver ailment and he died of acute hepatitis on May 2, 1957.
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