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6 of Pentacles

Madeline sighed. Her sister kept messaging her about Alice. Madeline refused to answer any of the messages. There was no point. Alice was an adult in her right mind and no one could legally make decisions for her that she had to follow.

Madeline stood up and walked over to her special deck. She picked a card and smiled. She had a feeling her niece would like this card better than the last one. Madeline listened to the sounds around the house. Some of those sounds were made by Eliot and Alice.

Eliot was going to the greenhouse. Alice was headed towards the tarot reading room. Madeline turned to face the door and soon saw Alice walking in. Once inside, she stopped and raised an eyebrow. Madeline handed the young elf the card.

“I see it’s the 6 of Pentacles today.”

Madeline nodded. “I thought you might like that one better.”

Alice smiled. “A balance between giving and receiving. Yes, I do like that better.” She turned and left the room to go study in her room.

She pulled out the corresponding cards from her deck and began to take notes. She smiled as she did so knowing the upright meaning had much to do with giving and receiving. It was charity from those who had more than they needed to give to those who were less fortunate.

She frowned remembering how her mother didn’t get charity and was just too selfish to think about anyone less fortunate than she was. Alice turned the cards upside down and made more notes. The reverse meaning reminded Alice of her mother.

It showed greed, envy and jealousy, which Mrs. Flowers was in every way. It also showed unpaid debts and bread crumbing. Alice sighed knowing how much bread crumbing her mother had done to her own daughter over the years.

Madeline knocked on Alice’s open door. Alice looked up.

“I see you’re studying hard, but perhaps you could take a break and sit in on a reading for a client now?”

Alice nodded. She set her pen down and stood up. She walked over to her aunt. “I take it, the client won’t mind?”

“No, they don’t. I asked and let them know you were going to take over for me.”

“Good.” They walked out of her room. “Oh, the 6 of Pentacles means charity and a balance between giving and receiving. It also means kindness and gifts from the heart.”

Madeline smiled. “Yes, it does. What about the reverse meaning?”

“Oh, that’s envy, jealousy and greed. It even means bread crumbing, such as what my mother did to me when I lived with her.”

Madeline nodded. “Yes, she is like that. Do you miss her?”

“No. I’m much happier here with you and Eliot.”

Madeline smiled. “He and I are happy you’re here with us too.”

They walked downstairs and soon they were near the tarot reading room.

“Okay, you go on in and sit down there. That way you will be out of the way and will be able to see the cards.”

Alice nodded and walked over to the place where her aunt had pointed out. The young elf sat down and waited. She smiled knowing she would soon see how Madeline did her readings. Alice kept wondering and couldn’t think how it would be.

Madeline let the client into the house and led them into the tarot reading room. The client saw Alice and they greeted each other.

“Madeline tells me you will be taking over for her.”

Alice nodded. “Eventually. I don’t know when yet. I’m still learning how to read the cards for now.”

The client smiled and sat down. “Oh, so still in training.”

Alice nodded. Madeline sat down next to her niece. The older elf blinked. She looked around at her various decks and then reached out for one.

The client said, “I’d like to know about this mysterious stranger I just met. He was so charming and dreamy.”

Madeline nodded. She shuffled the cards and focused and listened to her spirit guides. Finally, she laid down a few cards face down on the table. She set the deck to the side and took a deep breath.

Both the client and Alice watched in anticipation as to what the cards would say.

Madeline turned over the first card, which was the 7 of Cups. Alice raised an eyebrow.

Madeline said, “So, 7 of Cups…dreams, hopes, desires.” She turned over the next card. “Queen of Wands…she can be feisty.” She turned over the last card. “Oh, 9 of Wands. So, a possible fight.” She paused to study all three cards at once.

Alice studied the cards and started to see an image of Heath inside her head. She gasped.

Madeline sighed. “What do you see, Alice?”

“Heath.”

The client blinked. “That’s what he said his name was.”

Madeline sighed again. “Oh, I see how you see that. Yes, this mysterious stranger you met is bad news. He is charming and knows how to create beautiful dreams which have no basis in reality. There is certainly chemistry between the two of you, but you might need to get feisty to protect yourself.”

The client gasped and covered their mouth with their right hand. “Oh, dear. So, too good to be true?”

Madeline nodded. “You may have to fight him off. Yes, he appears to be a psychic vampire. He will drain you and take your spiritual lessons as his own.”

Alice blinked. The client lowered her hand and sighed.

Madeline continued, “But I know you can do this. You’re feisty enough to stand up for yourself and let him know this is not what you want. He’s wrong for you.”

The client nodded. “I’m glad I had this reading. He asked me for my time and affection and now I can see what you mean. He’s no good. Why do I have such bad luck?”

Madeline nodded. “Unfortunately, we can attract what isn’t good for us until we remove blocks from ourselves. It takes time to reprogram ourselves to want what’s better and healthier for us.”

The client nodded. “Thanks, Madeline.” They looked towards Alice. “Alice, what about you? Do you see anything else?”

Alice blinked and studied the cards. “He’s vain as is shown by Queen of Wands. He’s shallow. The 7 of Cups is the beautiful castle in the air he created for you to believe, but now you see through it as a mere illusion. You can see he’s not what he’s pretending to be. The 9 of Wands shows you fighting back and getting away from him. He won’t know what hit him when you see him as he truly is.”

The client smiled. “Alice, if your aunt retires, then I will definitely come to you for readings.” They left money on the table. “Thank you both.”

Madeline showed the client the way out of the house. Alice smiled at herself. It was good to know she could earn clients on her own merits. Madeline came back to the tarot reading room moments later and studied her niece’s face.

“Congratulations. That was some good insight.”

Alice smiled. “Thanks. I just thought about what the cards mean and also looked to see beyond the veil in case there was anything else.”

“And you saw Heath.”

Alice nodded.

“I saw him too. If he has made contact with this client, then he must be somewhere nearby.”

Alice nodded. “He’ll be back, which is unfortunate.”

Madeline frowned. She got lost in thought.

Eliot stepped into the reading room. He looked between his roommates. “What happened? Did you have a bad reading?”

Alice shook her head. “The reading was fine and the client was happy.”

Madeline sighed. “The client met Heath. I don’t know if they know that we know him, but Alice said she saw him.” She paused. “And I did too.”

Alice said, “And the client mentioned that was the stranger’s name.”

Eliot nodded. “So, he’s nearby again. He keeps turning up like a bad penny.” He sighed.

Madeline blinked. “Well, I’m sure you two can handle him again. Even the neighborhood cats don’t like him.”

Both Alice and Eliot nodded.

Madeline looked at Eliot. “Oh, you have something to tell me?”

“We out of some seeds. I don’t know if you want to get more or just wait for the plants to make their own seeds.”

Madeline blinked. “Well, you do what you think is best. I’ll just let you take over the plants now.”

Eliot nodded. “Okay.”

Madeline continued, “It might be easier since you already deal with the medicinals and get them ready for clients.”

Eliot said, “Alright, then I will get some more seeds and wait and see what the plants themselves do.”

Madeline nodded. “You know what you’re doing now, Eliot. I don’t think I need to worry anymore.” She paused. “Alice is doing well with the tarot. Perhaps more practice so she has the confidence she needs to do readings on her own.”

Alice smiled. “I’d like that.”

Madeline smiled. “Now, if you two don’t need me for anything else, I will go and cook.”

Eliot stepped out of the way and Madeline went to the kitchen.

Eliot looked to Alice. “So, how did the studying go today?”

“Oh, it went well. It was the 6 of Pentacles. Mainly about a balance between giving and receiving unless it’s in reverse.”

He smiled. “You mean like how we all work together and give and receive in this house?”

She smiled and stood up. “Yes, that is exactly how it works in this house. Unlike when I was living with my mother and she would just bread crumb me.”

“So, with her it was in reverse.”

She nodded.

He smiled. “So, you see more than just what’s on the cards and their meaning per the books?”

She nodded. “That’s how Madeline is too. This was the first time I could see how she does a reading and it was good for me to see.”

“Did you learn from her?”

She nodded. “I hope more clients will let me be in on their readings too. This one is fine with it.”

He smiled. “Good. I know we both need clients of our own. Some of those will probably come from Madeline. Or at least at first they will.”

“I’m sure it takes time. We have to rely upon word of mouth to get clients too. That hasn’t been something which happened for me in the past. And with no feedback, I have no idea if I did something wrong or if they just forgot.”

“Or whatever it might have been that happened.”

She nodded. “But now I feel that’s changing. I bet it’s because I’m away from my mother and she no longer has any ammunition she can use against me. I’m not there and people might just look at her and wonder why I’m not.”

“Yeah, I can see that. They might question your mother about that fact and she might not have a good reason as to why you’re gone.”

She nodded. “I suppose we need to get to the kitchen.”

“Yeah, sounds like she’s nearly done cooking.”

They left the tarot reading room for the kitchen.
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