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 Dedications

I think continually of those who were truly
great.

Who, from the womb, remembered the soul’s
history

Through corridors of light, where the hours
are suns,

Endless and singing. Whose lovely
ambition

Was that their lips, still touched with
fire,

Should tell of the Spirit, clothed from head
to foot in song.

And who hoarded from the Spring branches

The desires falling across their bodies like
blossoms.

(Stephen Spender)

We dedicate this book to those who were
truly great…


 Foreword

First of all, thank you for choosing this
book. This book contains an introduction to available approaches
and theories in the study of international relations. The content
also includes details about different schools of thought in IR.
International Relations is an emerging and important area of study
in Political Sciences.

The study of international relations in our
time is an introduction to the art and science of the survival of
mankind. If civilization is killed in the nearest future, it will
not be killed by famine or plague, but by foreign policy and
international relations. Due to increasing human activities, the
relations among various states have been changing and due to these
continuous changes in international relations, the meaning, nature
and scope of international relations have been changing. There are
many factors that affect the nature of international relations such
as the evolution of new nations, technological development, nuclear
research, the rise of a multipolar world, the emergence of a new
order, non-state organizations, global problems, so and so forth.
Due to changing nature of international relations, new approaches
and theories are continuously replacing the old ones. So, it is
necessary to have a clear idea of the approaches and theories
involved in the study of IR.

This is an introductory book and it is based
on the handouts that we prepared as course material to facilitate
our students in IR class. We hope this collection would help the
reader to understand the basic theories and philosophical aspects
of the study of IR.


 Chapter 1

Actors and Level of Analysis In IR

International relations is a fascinating
topic because it concerns people and cultures throughout the world.
The field of international relations (IR) concerns the
relationships among the world’s governments. But these
relationships cannot be understood in isolation. They are closely
connected with other actors (such as international organizations,
multinational corporations, and individuals); with other social
structures and processes (including economics, culture, and
domestic politics); and with geographical and historical inﬂuences.
These elements together power the central trend in IR
today—globalization.

Globalization has distinct positive impacts
on our daily lives as well. As technology advances, the world is
shrinking year by year. Better communication and transportation
capabilities constantly expand the ordinary person’s contact with
people, products, and ideas from other countries. Globalization is
internationalizing us. The field of IR reflects the world’s
complexity, and IR scholars use many theories, concepts, and
buzzwords in trying to describe and explain it. Underneath this
complexity, however, lie a few basic principles that shape the
field.

Actors and Influences

The principal actors in IR are the world’s
governments. Scholars of IR traditionally study the decisions and
acts of those governments in relation to other governments. The
international stage is crowded with actors large and small that are
intimately interwoven with the decisions of governments. These
actors are individual leaders and citizens. They are bureaucratic
agencies in foreign ministries. They are multinational corporations
and terrorist groups. But the most important actors in IR are
states.

State Actors

A state is a territorial entity controlled
by a government and inhabited by a population. A state government
answers to no higher authority; it exercises sovereignty over its
territory—to make and enforce laws, collect taxes, and so forth.
This sovereignty is recognized (acknowledged) by other states
through diplomatic relations and usually by membership in the
United Nations (UN). The population inhabiting a state forms a
civil society to the extent that it has developed institutions to
participate in political or social life. All or part of the
population that shares a group identity may consider itself a
nation. The state’s government is a democracy to the extent that
the government is controlled by the members of the population.

With few exceptions, each state has a
capital city—the seat of government from which it administers its
territory—and often a single individual who acts in the name of the
state. We will refer to this person simply as the “state leader.”
Often he or she is the head of government (such as a prime
minister) or the head of state. The state actor includes the
individual leader as well as bureaucratic organizations such as
foreign ministries that act in the name of the state.

The international system is the set of
relationships among the world’s states, structured according to
certain rules and patterns of interaction. Some such rules are
explicit, some implicit. They include who is considered a member of
the system, what rights and responsibilities the members have, and
what kinds of actions and responses normally occur between
states.

The modern international system has existed
for only 500 years. Before then, people were organized into more
mixed and overlapping political units such as city-states, empires,
and feudal fiefs. In the past 200 years, the idea has spread that
nations—groups of people who share a sense of national identity,
usually including a language and culture—should have their own
states. Most large states today are such nation-states. But since
World War II, the decolonization process in much of Asia and Africa
has added many new states, some not at all nation-states.

A major source of conﬂict and war at present
is the frequent mismatch between perceived nations and actual state
borders. When people identify with a nationality that their state
government does not represent, they may fight to form their own
state and thus gain sovereignty over their territory and affairs.
This sub-state nationalism is only one of several trends that
undermine the present system of states. Others include the
globalization of economic processes, the power of
telecommunications, and the proliferation of ballistic missiles. A
few of these large states possess especially great military and
economic strength and inﬂuence and are called great powers. The
most powerful of great powers, those with truly global inﬂuence,
have been called superpowers. This term generally meant the United
States and the Soviet Union during the Cold War, and now refers to
the United States alone.
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Non-State Actors

National governments may be the most
important actors in IR, but they are strongly inﬂuenced by a
variety of non-state actors. These actors are also called
transnational actors when they operate across international
borders. First, states often take actions through, within, or in
the context of intergovernmental organizations (IGOs)—organizations
whose members are national governments. IGOs fulfill a variety of
functions and vary in size from just a few states to virtually the
whole UN membership. The Organization of Petroleum Exporting
Countries (OPEC), the World Trade Organization (WTO), military
alliances such as NATO, and political groupings such as the African
Union (AU) are all IGOs.

Another type of transnational actor,
nongovernmental organizations (NGOs), are private organizations,
some of considerable size and resources. Increasingly NGOs are
being recognized, in the UN and other forums, as legitimate actors
along with states, though not equal to them. Some of these groups
have a political purpose, some a humanitarian one, and some an
economic or technical one. Sometimes NGOs combine efforts through
transnational advocacy networks. There is no single pattern to
NGOs. Together, IGOs and NGOs are referred to as international
organizations (IOs). By one count there are more than 25,000 NGOs
and 5,000 IGOs.

Multinational corporations (MNCs) are
companies that span multiple countries. The interests of a large
company doing business globally do not correspond with any one
state’s interests. MNCs often control greater resources, and
operate internationally with greater efficiency, than many small
states. MNCs also provide poor states with much-needed foreign
investment and tax revenues. MNCs in turn depends on states to
provide protection, well-regulated markets, and a stable political
environment.

Various other non-state actors interact with
states, IOs, and MNCs. For example, the terrorist attacks since
September 11, 2001, have demonstrated the increasing power that
technology gives terrorists as non-state actors. Just as Greenpeace
can travel to a remote location and then beam video of its
environmental actions there to the world, so too can al Qaeda place
suicide bombers in world cities, coordinate their operations and
finances through the Internet and the global banking system, and
reach a global audience with videotaped appeals. “Global reach,”
once an exclusive capability of great powers, now is available to
many others, for better or worse.

Some non-state actors are sub-state actors:
they exist within one country but either inﬂuence that country’s
foreign policy or operate internationally, or both. For instance,
the state of Ohio is entirely a U.S. entity but operates an
International Trade Division to promote exports and foreign
investment, with offices in Belgium, Japan, China, Canada, Israel,
India, Australia, and Mexico. The actions of sub-state economic
actors—companies, consumers, workers, and investors—help create the
context of economic activity against which international political
events play out, and within which governments must operate.
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In this world of globalization, of sub-state
actors and transnational actors, states are still important. But to
some extent they are being gradually pushed aside as companies,
groups, and individuals deal ever more directly with each other
across borders, and as the world economy becomes globally
integrated. Now more than ever, IR extends beyond the interactions
of national governments.

Levels of Analysis

The many actors involved in IR contribute to
the complexity of competing explanations and theories. One way
scholars of IR have sorted out this multiplicity of inﬂuences,
actors, and processes is to categorize them into different levels
of analysis.
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A level of analysis is a perspective on IR
based on a set of similar actors or processes that suggests
possible explanations to “why” questions. IR scholars have proposed
various level-of-analysis schemes, most often with three main
levels.

1- Individual Level of Analysis

The individual level of analysis concerns
the perceptions, choices, and actions of individual human beings.
Great leaders inﬂuence the course of history, as do individual
citizens, thinkers, soldiers, and voters. Without Lenin, it is
said, there might well have been no Soviet Union. If a few more
college students had voted for Nixon rather than Kennedy in the
razor-close 1960 election, the Cuban Missile Crisis might have
ended differently. The study of foreign policy decision-making pays
special attention to individual-level explanations of IR outcomes
because of the importance of psychological factors in the
decision-making process.

2- Domestic Level Analysis

The domestic (or state or societal) level of
analysis concerns the aggregations of individuals within states
that inﬂuence state actions in the international arena. Such
aggregations include interest groups, political organizations, and
government agencies. These groups operate differently (with
different international effects) in different kinds of societies
and states. For instance, democracies and dictatorships may act
differently from one another, and democracies may act differently
in an election year from the way they act at other times. The
politics of ethnic conﬂict and nationalism, bubbling up from within
states, plays an increasingly important role in the relations among
states. Within governments, foreign policy agencies often fight
bureaucratic battles over policy decisions.

3- Interstate Level of Analysis

The interstate (or international or
systemic) level of analysis concerns the inﬂuence of the
international system upon outcomes. This level of analysis,
therefore, focuses on the interactions of states themselves,
without regard to their internal makeup or the particular
individuals who lead them. This level pays attention to states’
relative power positions in the international system and the
interactions (trade, for example) among them. It has been
traditionally the most important of the levels of analysis.

4- Global Level of Analysis

To these three levels can be added a fourth,
the global level of analysis, which seeks to explain international
outcomes in terms of global trends and forces that transcend the
interactions of states themselves. The evolution of human
technology, certain worldwide beliefs, and of humans’ relationship
to the natural environment are all processes at the global level
that reach down to inﬂuence international relations. The global
level is also increasingly the focus of IR scholars studying
transnational integration through worldwide scientific, technical,
and business communities. Another pervasive global inﬂuence is the
lingering effect of historical European imperialism—Europe’s
conquest of Latin America, Asia, and Africa.

Levels of analysis offer different sorts of
explanations for international events. Although IR scholars often
focus their study mainly on one level of analysis, other levels
bear on a problem simultaneously. There is no single correct level
for a given “why” question. Rather, levels of analysis help suggest
multiple explanations and approaches consider in explaining an
event. Note that the processes at higher levels tend to operate
more slowly than those at the lower levels. Individuals go in and
out of the office often; the structure of the international system
changes rarely.


 Chapter
2

The Evolving International System

The basic structures and principles of
international relations are deeply rooted in historical
developments. Here we will review brieﬂy the key events of the 20th
century and focus in particular on the post–Cold War era since
1990.

The Two World Wars, 1900–1950

World War I (1914–1918) and World War II
(1939–1945) occupied only ten years of the 20th century. But they
shaped the character of the century. Nothing like those wars has
happened since, and they remain a key reference point for the world
in which we live today. The two world wars were global or hegemonic
wars in which almost all major states participated in an all-out
struggle over the future of the international system.

For many people, World War I symbolizes the
tragic irrationality of war. It fascinates scholars of IR because
it was a catastrophic war that seems unnecessary and perhaps even
accidental. After a century of relative peace, the great powers
marched off to battle for no good reason. There was even a popular
feeling that Europe would be uplifted and reinvigorated by war—that
young man could once again prove their manhood on the battlefield
in a glorious adventure. Such ideas were soon crushed by the
immense pain and evident pointlessness of the war.

Russia was the first state to crumble.
Revolution at home removed Russia from the war in 1917 (and led to
the founding of the Soviet Union). But the entry of the United
States into the war on the anti-German side that year quickly
turned the tide. In the Treaty of Versailles of 1919, Germany was
forced to give up territory, pay reparations, limit its future
armaments, and admit guilt for the war. German resentment against
the harsh terms of Versailles would contribute to Adolf Hitler’s
rise to power in the 1930s. After World War I, U.S. President
Woodrow Wilson led the effort to create the League of Nations, a
forerunner of today’s United Nations. But the US Senate would not
approve U.S. participation, and the League did not prove effective.
US isolationism between the world wars, along with declining
British power and a Russia crippled by its own revolution, left a
power vacuum in world politics.

In the 1930s, Germany and Japan stepped into
that vacuum, embarking on aggressive expansionism that ultimately
led to World War II. Japan had already occupied Taiwan and Korea
after defeating China in 1895 and Russia in 1905. In World War I,
Japan gained some German colonies in Asia. In 1931, Japan occupied
Manchuria (northeast China) and set up a puppet regime there. In
1937, Japan invaded the rest of China and began a brutal occupation
that continues to haunt Chinese-Japanese relations.

Meanwhile, in Europe in the 1930s, Nazi
Germany under Hitler had re-armed, intervened to help fascists win
the Spanish Civil War, and grabbed territory from its neighbors
under the rationale of reuniting ethnic Germans in those
territories with their homeland. Hitler was emboldened by the weak
response of the international community and the League of Nations
to aggression by fascist regimes in Italy and Spain. In an effort
to appease German ambitions, Britain and France agreed in the
Munich Agreement of 1938 to let Germany occupy part of
Czechoslovakia. Appeasement has since had a negative connotation in
IR, because the Munich Agreement seemed only to encourage Hitler’s
further conquests.

In 1939, Germany invaded Poland, leading
Britain and France to join the war against Germany. Hitler signed a
nonaggression pact with his archenemy, Joseph Stalin of the Soviet
Union, and threw his full army against France, occupying most of it
quickly. Hitler then double-crossed Stalin and invaded the Soviet
Union in 1941. This offensive ultimately bogged down and was turned
back after several years. But the Soviet Union took the brunt of
the German attack and suffered by far the greatest share of the 60
million deaths caused by World War II. This trauma continues to be
a powerful memory that shapes views of IR in Russia and Eastern
Europe.

The United States joined World War II
against Germany in 1942. The U.S. economy produced critically
important weapons and supplies for allied armies. The United States
played an important role with Britain in the strategic bombing of
German cities. In 1944, after crossing the English Channel on June
6, British-American forces pushed into Germany from the west while
the Soviets pushed from the east. A ruined Germany surrendered and
was occupied by the allied powers. At its peak, Nazi Germany and
its allies had occupied virtually all of Europe, except Britain and
part of Russia.

While the
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