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Get the most from this book


Everyone has to decide his or her own revision strategy, but it is essential to review your work, learn it and test your understanding. These Revision Notes will help you to do that in a planned way, topic by topic. Use this book as the cornerstone of your revision and don’t hesitate to write in it – personalise your notes and check your progress by ticking off each section as you revise.


Track your progress

Use the revision planner on pages 4 and 5 to plan your revision, topic by topic. Make a note box when you have:


	•  revised and understood a topic

	•  tested yourself

	•  practised the exam questions and gone online to check your answers.



You can also keep track of your revision by noting each topic heading in the book. You may find it helpful to add your own notes as you work through each topic.


Features to help you succeed
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Now test yourself

These short, knowledge-based questions provide the first step in testing your learning.
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Definitions and key words

Clear, concise definitions of essential key terms are provided where they first appear. Key words from the specification are highlighted in bold throughout the book.
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Revision activities

These activities will help you to understand each topic in an interactive way.
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Exam practice

Practice exam questions are provided for each topic. Use them to consolidate your revision and practise your exam skills.
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Online

Go online to check your answers to the Exam practice and Now test yourself questions and try out the quick quizzes at www.hoddereducation.co.uk/myrevisionnotesdownloads
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My Revision Planner


Introduction

Exam breakdown

Exam questions

Theme 1 Changing Places – Changing Economies

1 Urban and rural processes and change in the UK

Urban areas of the UK

Factors helping to drive urban and rural change across the UK

Factors contributing to population movement within the UK

Rural changes … for the worse?

Possible routes to sustainable development

Retail change across the UK

Leisure in urban areas

Leisure in rural areas

Honeypot sites

2 Urbanisation in contrasting global cities

Global cities

Two global cities … and their challenges

3 A global perspective on development issues

How might development be measured?

Living in a global world

An uneven interconnected world

Multi-national companies

Newly industrialised countries

Globalisation and changing world links

What is the role of aid?

Theme 2 Changing Environments

1 Coasts and coastal management

Coastal processes and UK coastal landscapes

How coastal landforms are produced

Coastal transport and deposition

Hold the line or managed retreat?

Managing coastlines

2 Rivers and river management

The water cycle: a system of stores and flows

River processes and UK river landforms

Causes of river floods

Responding to river floods

3 Weather and climate

Weather and climate

Global climate zones

Typical weather of UK high- and low-pressure weather systems

Two contrasting extreme weather events

4 Climate change – cause and effect

Climate change and its causes

The consequences of climate change

Climate change: reducing the risk

Theme 3 Environmental Challenges

1 How ecosystems function

How ecosystems function

The hot semi-arid biome in detail

Small-scale ecosystems in the UK

2 Ecosystems under threat

Using ecosystems for human profit (or loss)

Damage to an ecosystem

3 Water resources and management

Global water supply and demand

The impact of over-abstraction of water

The imbalance of water supply and demand in the UK

Water management across national boundaries

4 Desertification

The extent of desertification

Causes of desertification

Managing environments vulnerable to desertification

Problem solving

Fieldwork

Index

Now test yourself answers and exam practice answers available at www.hoddereducation.co.uk/myrevisionnotes downloads





Countdown to my exams
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6–8 weeks to go


	•  Start by looking at the specification — make sure you know exactly what material you need to revise and the style of the examination. Use the revision planner on pages 4 and 5 to familiarise yourself with the topics.

	•  Organise your notes, making sure you have covered everything on the specification. The revision planner will help you to group your notes into topics.

	•  Work out a realistic revision plan that will allow you time for relaxation. Set aside days and times for all the subjects that you need to study, and stick to your timetable.

	•  Set yourself sensible targets. Break your revision down into focused sessions of around 40 minutes, divided by breaks. These Revision Notes organise the basic facts into short, memorable sections to make revising easier.
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2–6 weeks to go


	•  Read through the relevant sections of this book and refer to the key terms. Tick off the topics as you feel confident about them. Highlight those topics you find difficult and look at them again in detail.

	•  Test your understanding of each topic by working through the Now test yourself questions in the book. Look up the answers online.

	•  Make a note of any problem areas as you revise, and ask your teacher to go over these in class.

	•  Look at past papers. They are one of the best ways to revise and practise your exam skills. Write or prepare planned answers to the exam practice questions provided in this book. Check your answers online and try out the quick quizzes at www.therevisionbutton.co.uk/myrevisionnotesdownloads

	•  Use the revision activities to try out different revision methods. For example, you can make notes using mind maps, spider diagrams or flash cards.

	•  Track your progress using the revision planner and give yourself a reward when you have achieved your target.
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One week to go


	•  Try to fit in at least one more timed practice of an entire past paper and seek feedback from your teacher, comparing your work closely with the mark scheme.

	•  Check the revision planner to make sure you haven’t missed out any topics. Brush up on any areas of difficulty by talking them over with a friend or getting help from your teacher.

	•  Attend any revision classes put on by your teachers. Remember, they are experts at preparing people for examinations.
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The day before the examination


	•  Flick through these Revision Notes for useful reminders.

	•  Check the time and place of your examination.

	•  Make sure you have everything you need – extra pens and pencils, tissues, a watch, bottled water, sweets.

	•  Allow some time to relax and have an early night to ensure you are fresh and alert for the examinations.
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My exams

Component 1: Investigating Geographical Issues

Date: ………………………………………………

Time:………………………………………………

Location:………………………………………………

Component 2: Problem Solving Geography

Date: ………………………………………………

Time:………………………………………………

Location:………………………………………………

Component 3: Applied Fieldwork Enquiry

Date: ………………………………………………

Time:………………………………………………

Location:………………………………………………
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Introduction



Exam breakdown

You will sit the components that make up your examination in three separate sessions. These are likely to be in June of your Year Eleven and spaced several days apart.
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Component 1: Investigating Geographical Issues


	•  This examination will last 1 hour and 45 minutes and will test all three geographical themes:

	•  Changing Places - Changing Economies

	•  Changing Environments

	•  Environmental Challenges.




	•  Each theme is subdivided into a large number of organising ideas and concepts. These are listed on pages 4 and 5 of this book.

	•  There will be three questions – one question on the ideas and concepts of each of the three themes.

	•  Each question will be worth a total of 32 marks.

	•  So, make sure that you know and understand all of these ideas and concepts. If unsure, ask your teacher.

	•  In addition, a total of 4 marks will be awarded on the final sub-question of one of the themes for your ability to spell, punctuate and use grammar and specialist terms accurately.

	•  This component is worth 40 per cent of the whole examination.
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Component 2: Problem Solving Geography


	•  This examination will last 1 hour and 30 minutes and will assess your ability to provide and justify solutions to a geographical problem that is presented to you.

	•  It will draw on ideas and concepts drawn from across all three themes.

	•  The exam will be in three parts:

	•  Part A will introduce you to a place and a problem there that needs to be solved.

	•  Part B will ask you to explore different solutions to the problem.

	•  Part C will ask you to do one of two things:

	– select one of the solutions offered to you in Part 2 or

	– rank the solutions according to your view as to their relative importance.






	•  Having made your choice(s) you will then need to fully justify the decision you have made.

	•  There are no ‘right’ or ‘wrong’ solutions. Whatever you choose, the marks awarded will be for the quality of your justification of the choice(s) you have made and not the amount you write.

	•  A total of 4 marks will be awarded on Part C for your ability to spell, punctuate and use grammar and specialist terms accurately.

	•  This component is worth 30 per cent of the whole examination.

	•  There is a chapter about ‘problem solving’ on pages 116–127.
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Component 3: Applied Fieldwork Enquiry


	•  This examination will last 1 hour and 30 minutes.

	•  It is actually in three parts. The first two test your fieldwork abilities:

	•  Part A tests techniques you have learned while carrying out two fieldwork activities. They are called fieldwork methodologies.




	•  Before you started your course the exam board selected one of these methodologies for you to study:

	•  Use of transects

	•  Change over time

	•  Qualitative surveys

	•  Geographical flows



Underline the fieldwork methodology you have studied.



	•  Part B tests your ability to explore one conceptual framework.
This was also chosen for you to study from the following list:


	•  Place

	•  Spheres of influence

	•  Cycles and flows

	•  Mitigating risk

	•  Sustainability

	•  Equality



Underline the conceptual framework you have studied.


	•  Part C tests your ability to make a decision based on your understanding of the geography of the UK. It is called ‘The wider UK dimension’.

	•  It is similar to Component 2, ‘The problem-solving paper’, in that, after exploring information about an event or issue in the UK, you will be asked in the final sub-question to give and justify your opinion about it.

	•  As with Component 2, you will gain high marks for the justification of the choice you make and not just the choice itself.

	•  As with the problem-solving paper, 4 marks will be awarded on this final sub-question for your ability to spell, punctuate and use grammar and specialist terms accurately.




	•  This component is worth 30 per cent of the whole examination.
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Qualities tested across all three components

Your ability to:


	•  complete, and take information from maps, graphs and tables of data

	•  analyse information from maps, graphs and tables of data

	•  respond to question styles ranging from simple multiple choice, through short open responses to extended responses

	•  demonstrate mathematical and statistical abilities including understanding of terminology, calculation, interpretation of evidence to make predictions and to identify limitations of mathematical and statistical techniques.
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Exam questions


	•  Your exam group uses assessment objectives in order to discover your abilities in geography.

	•  Assessment objectives are a breakdown of your abilities to help judge what you know, understand and can do.

	•  Your examiners write questions that are designed to encourage you to write answers that target each different assessment objective.





	Assessment objective
	Type of question/command terms
	How to respond
	[image: ]



	AO1
Knowledge

You can show your knowledge of locations, processes and environments at different scales

	List, Name, Give, Circle
Complete the passage

Underline

Recall one/two/three facts about

	Do no more than you are asked. Unless the question clearly asks for it, don’t even attempt to describe the feature/fact you’ve been asked to name or recall
If you do any more than asked, you are wasting valuable time and possibly confusing the examiner

	 



	 
	Give the meaning of
What is meant by?

Describe how

	Extend and elaborate beyond just naming something. Give as many different pieces of description as there are marks for the question. Don’t, though, explain why something happens. That will give you no marks and is often the answer to the next question
	 



	AO2
Understanding

You can show understanding of concepts related to, and interrelationships between, places, environments and processes

	Give one reason, give reasons to agree/disagree with …
Explain why

	This is your opportunity to show that you understand why something is happening. The word ‘because’ is worth using in your answer to make sure you keep on track
In an extended explanation, a useful link word is ‘so’, especially when a series of statements, each an explanation of the previous one, is needed

	 



	AO3 (1)
Application of knowledge and understanding

Analysis/interpretation: you can use your knowledge and understanding to analyse and interpret information provided in the paper

	Use information from the graph to suggest how people’s lives will be affected by …
Use map evidence to suggest why …

	This goes a step further than the description of resources that are asked for in AO4. You are expected to use your findings in order to bring geographical sense or meaning to them. For example, to suggest ways in which the information may affect people or the built and natural environments
	 



	AO3 (2)
Application of knowledge and understanding

Evaluation: you are asked to use evidence to decide how good a particular activity, plan or strategy is, whether in isolation or compared to others

	Weigh up the strengths and weaknesses of …
Explain why x strategy is more sustainable than y strategy

	Now is the chance for you to start giving your own opinions on a particular issue
You are asked not only to compare but also to make a value decision about the options being offered. Always back up the decisions you make with evidence either from the given resource or from your own geographical knowledge

	 



	AO3 (3)
Application of knowledge and understanding

Making judgements: you will need to use your evaluation of a situation to decide the best way forward to a sustainable future

	Choose the best/most sustainable strategy …
Prioritise/rank in order of importance (3) strategies …

… and justify your choice

	It’s a very short step from evaluation to here. Your evaluation of any alternative strategies to solve a geographical problem or issue will have triggered preferences in your mind
You will need to make a decision based on these preferences and then justify it

	 



	AO4
Using skills and techniques

You are able to use your skills and techniques to both complete and read resources like maps, graphs and tables, and to state what you have found when using them

	Complete the graph using the following figures
Describe the pattern … on the map

Work out the mean …

Calculate …

Compare the changes in electricity production in country X and country Y

	Read the question carefully. It may ask you to describe, for example, simply what is happening along a single line graph or it could ask for a comparison between the lines for two different places. In this case the term ‘whereas’ is often a useful one to use
Do quote clear evidence from the source, using accurate figures. Don’t, though, go further. The question is not asking you for a judgement as to which is better for a particular purpose … unless it specifically asks for it, for example:

‘To what extent does the graph show that A is better than B for …’
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Other hints and tips


	•  All questions you are asked will give an indication of the amount of writing expected of you.

	•  Some questions may use methods to help make the question clear to you including writing a single word or short phrase in bold and underlining key words.

	•  Some questions will contain gaps for single word responses while others provide you with a number of lines for your response.

	•  Each question also shows in brackets the number of marks you can gain by fully and answering it fully and correctly. This called the question’s mark tariff.

	•  Low-tariff questions are usually assessed using points credit marking in which your examiner will tick each correct statement you make.

	•  High-tariff questions are more likely to be levels of response marked. Your examiners will have a series of three or four levels statements, each successive level describing more impressive levels of geographical ability than the previous one. You will gain marks according to the level you reach. They are looking for quality, not quantity.

	•  Unless you have incredibly large writing, you shouldn’t need more space than is provided for your answer.

	•  If you must write more than the space allows, make sure that the number of the question you are answering is clearly written at the top of your continuation on the back pages provided for extended answers.
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Now test yourself

For each question in part three below:


	1  Underline the key words that you feel help you to understand the question.

	2  Decide what type of question it is, based on the ‘Type of question’ column in the table on pages 9 and 10.

	3  Write a brief outline of your response to the question.

	a)  Explain why government in the UK may wish to reduce the threat of climate change.

	b)  Many central business districts (CBDs) have pedestrianised areas. Describe the features of pedestrianised areas.

	c)  Evaluate the use of the internet as a source of secondary data to support fieldwork. You should support your answer by referring to actual examples from your own fieldwork.
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Exam tip

Did you find this exercise useful?

If so, you may wish to continue to underline the key words in each of the ‘Exam practice’ questions you answer as you work through this book.
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