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​Preface
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Every life tells a story. Some stories are what we seek to emulate in our own lives. These are stories that shape nations, transform faiths, inspire generations, or challenge the way humanity understands courage, sacrifice, leadership, and hope. Other stories are something we hope to avoid at all costs as they are stories of dictators, serial killers and people we do not like.

Through the Lifeink biography series, I hope to bring these stories to readers in a way that is engaging, meaningful, and accessible to people from all walks of life.

The name Lifeink reflects a simple belief: that human lives leave marks upon history just as ink leaves marks upon paper. The choices people make, the words they speak, the struggles they endure, and the dreams they pursue continue to influence the world long after they are gone. Biographies allow us to learn not only about famous individuals, but also about ourselves — our strengths, weaknesses, fears, convictions, and possibilities.

This series was created with an international audience in mind. Whether the subject is a reformer, explorer, missionary, inventor, ruler, artist, thinker, serial killer or ordinary person, my goal is to present each story in a clear, friendly, and human way. I believe history should not feel distant or dry. The people of the past laughed, suffered, hoped, doubted, and persevered just as we do today. I believe biographies have the power to encourage readers to think deeply about truth, faith, character, compassion, perseverance, and the impact one individual can have upon the world.

I would like to thank every reader who has chosen to journey through these pages. It is my sincere hope that the Lifeink series will not only inform, but also inspire — encouraging readers to reflect upon their own lives and the legacy they themselves may leave behind.

May these stories remind us that history is not merely a collection of dates and events. It is the story of people.

Yours sincerely,

Chong Shipei (Founder of LifeInk Press)
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Every age has its extraordinary people—individuals whose lives seem to stretch beyond the boundaries of what is ordinary. Leonardo da Vinci was one of them. More than five centuries after his death, his name remains almost universally recognized, associated with masterpieces such as the Mona Lisa and The Last Supper. Yet Leonardo was far more than a painter. He was an artist, engineer, designer, anatomist, mathematician, architect, mapmaker, and tireless student of nature. His life was defined by a curiosity so broad that it is difficult to place him within any single profession.

This book invites you to look beyond the familiar image of Leonardo as the mysterious genius of the Renaissance. Behind the famous paintings was a man who spent countless hours observing the world around him, asking questions, making drawings, testing ideas, and recording his discoveries. His notebooks reveal an extraordinary mind constantly moving from one subject to another. He could study the muscles of the human body, then examine the movement of water, investigate the flight of birds, sketch a mechanical device, or consider the mathematical principles behind proportion and perspective.

Leonardo's journey began in 1452 in the Tuscan countryside near the small town of Vinci. His childhood was far removed from the great cultural centers of Renaissance Italy, yet the natural world surrounding him provided endless opportunities for observation. Eventually, he entered the workshop of Andrea del Verrocchio in Florence, where he received practical training in painting, drawing, sculpture, and craftsmanship. This environment helped shape an approach that would remain central to his life: art and the study of nature were not separate pursuits.

His move to Milan in the early 1480s became a decisive turning point. There, Leonardo presented himself not merely as a painter but as an engineer and problem solver capable of designing machines, bridges, buildings, water systems, and military devices. Under the Sforza court, he found opportunities to combine his many interests. His years in Milan produced some of his most important artistic and intellectual work, including The Last Supper, while his notebooks expanded into studies of anatomy, mathematics, mechanics, water, and the natural world.

Yet Leonardo's story is not one of uninterrupted success. Many of his ambitious projects remained unfinished. The enormous Sforza horse was never completed. The Battle of Anghiari was lost. Even The Last Supper suffered severe deterioration because of Leonardo's experimental technique. His tendency to explore, revise, and pursue new questions sometimes made completion difficult.

These imperfections make his story even more fascinating. Leonardo was not a magical figure who possessed perfect knowledge. He made mistakes, changed his ideas, and worked within the limitations of his age. What distinguished him was his willingness to observe carefully and ask questions others might overlook.

As you journey through these pages, you will follow Leonardo from Vinci to Florence, Milan, Rome, and finally France, where he spent his final years under the protection of King Francis I. More importantly, you will encounter the habits of mind that made him extraordinary: curiosity, observation, imagination, persistence, experimentation, and an unwillingness to accept easy answers.

Leonardo's greatest legacy may therefore be more than his paintings or inventions. It may be the example of a human being who refused to stop learning. His life reminds us that the world becomes larger when we remain curious—and that sometimes the most important discoveries begin with a simple question: Why?
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​Chapter 1: Birth, Family, and the Making of an Observer
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​1.1 Leonardo’s Beginnings in Vinci

Leonardo da Vinci was born on April 15, 1452, in the countryside of Tuscany, in or near the small hill town of Vinci. His birthplace was not a great city such as Florence, Milan, or Rome. Vinci stood among olive groves, vineyards, woods, streams, and hills, in a landscape that would become an important part of Leonardo’s early experience. He was born during the Italian Renaissance, a period when European society was changing in art, learning, science, trade, and politics. Powerful cities and wealthy families supported artists and scholars, while ancient Greek and Roman writings were being studied with new interest. Yet Leonardo’s childhood began far from the great centers of Renaissance culture.

Leonardo was the son of Ser Piero da Vinci, a young Florentine notary, and Caterina, a woman whose background has been debated by historians but who was probably of relatively humble social position. Leonardo’s parents were not married to each other. Ser Piero belonged to a respected family of notaries connected with Vinci and Florence, while Caterina did not have the same social standing. Because of their circumstances, Leonardo grew up without his parents forming a normal married household. This unusual beginning affected the family arrangements of his childhood, although it did not prevent him from receiving support from relatives on his father’s side.

Leonardo was his father’s first child. Ser Piero later married several times and had other children. Leonardo therefore became part of a large and complicated extended family. He was connected





​

​1.2 From Childhood Curiosity to Florence








​1.3 The Young Artist Finds His Own Direction
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