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I dedicate this book to me

for fear if I dedicated it to any 

other person they would sue me. 

On second thought I think I will

dedicate it to my brother Don.

I don't care if he does sue me. 
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My own stupidity and ineptness has been a great help in my learning process.  Without those talents I wouldn't be nearly as smart as I am.      

Lessons in Self Defense:

My age-about eight years old

Time-l938

Place-Rural Oklahoma, one forth mile north of Scipio

Situation- 

I explained to a boy smaller than myself how tough I was and dared him to try to hit me. 

Results 

He did and knocked me flat.  I jumped up and explained to him how he couldn't do that. I was a good talker and convinced him.  I, however, fifty years later am still trying to convince myself. 

Lesson Learned

Don't believe your own press.

Another Lesson Learned

Being knocked down can cause a complete re-evaluation very quickly.

Yet Another Lesson Learned

You can see your macho self clearer from flat   on your back than from any other position.

———
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I don't look for chronological order for I can't think chronologically.

Giving my opinion

My age about 23

Place-Oklahoma Baptist University

Time-l953

––––––––
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Situation 

It was the end of summer session.

I was in a class in student teaching.

Regular term students used as guinea pigs for those of us learning to teach.

Supervising teacher no help at all. 

She was in fact less than no help. 

Grade made A-Grade received D.

Reason-She asked me what I thought of her teaching methods after the class was over. 

I told her, grade changed. 

Lesson Learned

Never assume anyone wants the answer to there question especially if it pertains to them personally.

Another Lesson Learned

If you must give a person in charge an opinion, give them theirs. 

Yet Another Lesson Learned

Be as independent as you can afford to be, but count the cost before hand. 

———
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My Self-Righteousness Tested

My Age-20

Place-East Central University, Ada, Oklahoma

Time-l950

Situation-Class in The History and Philosophy of Education. 

The teacher an avowed Atheist.

The student (me) a Pharisee.

Results-I got booted out of class, accused of being a disturbance. 

Grade at that time an A. Grade received C. 

Lesson Learned

Never attack a bear with a switch especially if you want to win. 

Another Lesson Learned

If you don't mind getting your grade changed go ahead and state your opinion. It isn't easy being a Pharisee.

Yet Another Lesson Learned

That there wasn't as much difference between an atheist and a Pharisee as I first supposed.

——-
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You need to learn how to swim before you become a lifeguard.

My age-10

Place-Rural Oklahoma,  farm pond northwest of Scipio

Time-l940

Situation

Three boys were skinny dipping in a farm pond.

Two of the boys could not swim. 

One boy could swim but wouldn't.

One who couldn't swim got in over his head and was in the process of drowning.

That one wasn't me. 

The one who could swim was too afraid to attempt a rescue.

That wasn't me either. 

I was the other one who couldn't swim. 

After the drowning one bobbed up about seven or eight times I could stand it no longer and jumped in after him. 

He nearly drowned us both, but somehow we gained the shore with some help from the scared one. 

Lesson Learned

A drowning person sometimes comes up more than three times. 

Another Lesson Learned

Stupidity knows no bounds. 

Yet Another Lesson Learned

There are Guardian Angles assigned to watch over stupid people. 

My Manhood Tested

My age-28

Place-Southeastern Oklahoma

Time-l958

Situation

I was getting ready to go through a divorce. 

People were choosing sides. 

A man threatened to kill me.

Rumors of this event carried to me.

I couldn't sleep.

I went to his house at 2 a.m.

I rang his door bell, no answer.

I tried his door, it wasn't locked.

I went to his bedroom and woke him up.

I asked him if he was telling people that he was going to kill me and advised him that if he was, now would be a good time to see if he could get that done. 

He said that he had said that, but he was just joking. 

I went home. 

Lesson Learned

Your macho image could get you killed.

Another Lesson Learned

You don't have to be in a hurry to die. Death will come soon enough. 

Yet Another Lesson Learned

Don't do stupid things at night.

Wait until it is day, then if it still needs done, do it where all can see how stupid you are. 

——-
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Neither absent nor tardy

My age-l5

Place-Southeastern Oklahoma, McAlester High School

Time-l945

Situation

I had my right leg in a cast. 

I also failed to be absent or tardy in school all year. 

I got an award for perfect attendance in an awards assembly.

I had to walk down in front of everyone to get the award. 

Lesson Learned

Be absent or tardy at least once in order to prevent such as this ever happening again. 

Another Lesson Learned

If you forget and was neither absent nor tardy then be absent the day of the awards assembly.

Yet Another Lesson Learned

Be careful or you will be remembered for something you didn't intend to do. 

———
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I Think I've Been Here Before 

My age-35

Place- The Ranch, Ash Creek, Pittsburg County, Oklahoma 

Time-l965

Situation

I was riding a horse in bear country.

My horse saw a bear. 

My horse ran away at full speed backwards.

I couldn't figure a way to stop a horse in reverse.

I couldn't get off. 

This was a most helpless feeling. 

Lesson Learned

If you are going to ride a horse in bear country ride him backwards or else back him through it. 

Another Lesson Learned

Stay out of bear country. It could be hazardous to your health. 

Yet Another Lesson Learned

If you are going to have a runaway, don't have in reverse.  You have already been there.

——-
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Flipping Out 

My age-38

Place-Ash Creed Ranch

Time l968

Situation

Feeding cattle from the back of a pick-up truck. 

My wife was driving but not very well. 

Snow was on the ground. 

It was very cold. 

I was yelling at my wife to drive smoother. 

I was having a hard time standing up. 

My wife speeded up and threw me from pick-up.

She then ran off and left me. 

Wife doesn't like being yelled at. 

I walked home. 

Lesson Learned

Be good to your help especially if it is your wife. 

Another Lesson Learned

Don't be to assertive if you are standing in the back of a pick-up truck being driven by your wife. 

Yet Another Lesson Learned 

Don't stand up in the back of a pick-up truck if you can help it.  Do the driving yourself and let your wife feed the cattle. 

——-
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Over Exposure

My Age-28

Place-North Central Oklahoma, Shidler

Time-l968

Situation 

Teaching psychology to high school students. 

They were giving me their undivided attention.

I felt like a teacher who had finally learned the art of teaching. 

I discovered my fly was open. 

A girl in the front row told me just before the class was over.

Lesson Learned

Don't feel to successful as a teacher before you know the reason for your success. 

Another Lesson Learned

Never take anything for granted.  Your success may have extenuating circumstances. 

Yet Another
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