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To every parent who has cried in the night for their child

and wondered if anyone was listening.

To every mother who has prayed until she had no words left —

and then prayed again.

To every father who has loved a child who walked away,

and kept the door open anyway.

To every grandparent whose prayers have covered generations

they will never fully see.

To every spiritual leader who has carried many children in their heart

at the cost of their own comfort.

To every single parent standing in the gap alone —

you are not alone.

This book is for you.

Your tears are not wasted.

Your prayers are not forgotten.

Heaven is listening.

And Heaven answers.


FOREWORD

There are books written from a distance.

And then there are books written from inside the storm.

Parents Praying... Heaven Answers is the second kind.

I have known Ibrahim B. Amunikoro as a counselor, spiritual accompanist, and coach — a man who does not write about prayer from a lecture hall or a theological library. He writes from the hospital room. From the midnight message. From the living room where a mother sat in silence because she had no words left. He writes from the places where parents go when every other door has closed and the only thing remaining is a name whispered upward into the dark.

For nearly two decades he has walked beside parents and spiritual leaders across Africa, Europe, the Americas, and Asia — in the most painful places a parent can occupy. He has prayed with mothers watching their children slip away from diagnoses that offered no hope. He has sat with fathers who loved children that had turned against them. He has held the prayers of grandparents carrying the weight of families that seemed to be unraveling.

He has not watched from afar. He has been there.

What you hold in your hands is not a theology of prayer. It is not a ten-step formula for getting what you want from God. It is something far more honest and far more valuable: a companion written for the parent who has already tried everything else and finds themselves sitting in the dust like Hagar, with no more strength to cry out loud.

This book will walk you through fifteen stories — from Scripture and from real life — of parents and spiritual leaders who cried out to God and discovered that Heaven was not silent.

You will find yourself in these pages. And in finding yourself, you may find that Heaven is closer than you thought.

To God alone be the glory.


A WORD FROM THE AUTHOR

Dear parent, dear spiritual leader,

I write these words from the same place where you may be right now.

Perhaps you are in a hospital room, reading these lines between the beeps of a monitor, holding the hand of a child who does not know you are there. Perhaps you are at the kitchen table at two in the morning, your phone screen the only light, staring at a message from your son that broke your heart. Perhaps you are in a living room filled with quiet tears — the kind that do not make a sound because you have already cried so much that only silence is left.

Or perhaps you are simply a parent who loves deeply, prays faithfully, and has begun to wonder: Does God really hear me?

I know this place. I know it personally. I have prayed for my own child in a hospital room. I have whispered names into the darkness when no proper prayer would come. I have felt the weight of a parent’s love — that particular weight that only parents carry — and I have wondered if Heaven was listening.

In the years I have spent in ministry, walking beside parents and spiritual leaders across Bénin, across Africa, across Europe, the Americas, Asia, and Brazil — I have met parents in every conceivable kind of crisis. Many of them reached me through a friend, a colleague, a relative who said simply: “There is a man who prays with people, and God answers.” Some came in the middle of the night. Some came after years of carrying something alone that was too heavy for one person.

Every one of them taught me something.

They taught me that God hears the prayer you cannot find words for. That He sees the tears you do not shed in public. That He is not distant, not indifferent, not overwhelmed by the complexity of your family’s story. He is Abba — the word a small child uses for Father, the word that means: I trust you completely, and I know you are here.

This book was born from those encounters. It is not theory. It is testimony.

I have chosen fifteen figures from Scripture — parents and spiritual leaders who brought their desperation before God and discovered that Heaven answers. Alongside each biblical story, I have placed a real testimony from someone I have accompanied. Real names have been changed to protect privacy, but the pain, the faith, and the God who answered are entirely real.

I cannot promise you the exact miracle you are asking for. But I can promise you this with everything in me:

God hears.

He has heard the silent cry of a mother who had no words left. He has heard the groaning of a father who loved a son that hated him. He hears yours.

My prayer is that every page of this book will bring you comfort, courage, and fresh hope. May the name of the Lord be glorified as you discover — or remember — that your tears are never wasted and your prayers are never unheard.

With deep love and unshakable hope,

Ibrahim B. Amunikoro

Cotonou, Bénin


HOW TO USE THIS BOOK

This book is designed to be more than something you read — it is something you pray through.

	Read one chapter at a time. Do not rush. Let each biblical story and testimony settle in your heart before moving forward.

	Pray the chapter prayer aloud. These prayers are not liturgy — they are permission. Make them your own.

	Use the Space for the Reader at the close of each chapter to write your child’s name, your honest cry, or your specific prayer.

	Work through the 7-Day Prayer Challenge in the Appendix when you are ready to go deeper.

	Share this book with a prayer partner or small group. Use the Group Study Guide in the Appendix.

	Return to any chapter whenever you need it. This book is not meant to be read once — it is meant to be lived with.


Whether you are in the middle of a storm or simply wanting to grow in persistent prayer, the Holy Spirit will meet you on every page.
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INTRODUCTION

“Neither This Man Nor His Parents” — When the Unexplainable Becomes the Glory of God

“Jesus answered, ‘It was not that this man sinned, or his parents, but that the works of God might be displayed in him.’”  — John 9:3 (NIV)

There are questions that no medical textbook can answer.

There are tears that no psychological framework can fully wipe away.

There are nights — long, dark, and silent — when the only language left is a cry that rises from somewhere deeper than words:


Why was my child born this way? What did I do to deserve this? Has God forgotten us? Is anyone even listening?



These questions echo in living rooms in Lagos and Paris, in hospital corridors in São Paulo and Seoul, in silent bedrooms in Cotonou and Toronto. The cry of a parent who has nothing left is the same in every language on every continent. And the God who hears it is the same God everywhere.

I have heard these questions in the eyes of parents I have walked with across four continents. I have heard them in my own heart. And I have learned, across many years of praying alongside broken and desperate parents, that these questions — raw, honest, and sometimes angry — are not a sign of weak faith. They are the language of a heart that loves deeply and is in great pain.

Jesus was not afraid of these questions. When His disciples asked the guilt-laced question — “Who sinned, this man or his parents?” — Jesus redirected it. “It was not that this man sinned, or his parents,” He said. “But that the works of God might be displayed in him.”

Parent, listen to those words carefully.

Your child is not a punishment. Your child’s condition — no matter how inexplicable, how frightening, how different from what you imagined — is not a verdict against your faith or your faithfulness. It is, in the mystery of His sovereignty, a platform chosen and prepared by a God who is working even in what you cannot understand.

God, First of All a Father

Before you became a parent, you were a child. And before you were anyone’s child, you were His child. The God you are crying out to right now is not a distant judge reviewing your file. He is Abba — the Aramaic word a child would use for their father, the word that means: I trust you, I need you, I belong to you.

He knows your sleepless nights. He knows your fears. He is the Father who wept over Jerusalem. The Father who ran down the road when He saw the silhouette of His returning son still far away. Do not approach Him in fear. Approach Him as a child running into a father’s arms.

A Promise Before You Begin

I cannot promise you that your child will be healed tomorrow. I cannot promise you that your prodigal will return this week or that the answer will come in the form you have imagined.

But I can promise you this: God hears. He is not silent out of indifference. He is not distant out of forgetfulness. Every cry you have lifted — the ones with words and the ones




PART ONE: THE CRY OF DESPERATE PARENTS

CHAPTER 1

Jairus — The Prayer That Perseveres Even When Death Seems to Have Won


When a Parent’s World Stops



The Cry: A Respected Leader Who Fell at Jesus’ Feet




Encounter with the Word: Jesus Sets Out Immediately



The Struggle: “Do Not Fear, Only Believe”





The Outcome: The Glory of God Displayed








	



CHAPTER 2

The Canaanite Woman — The Faith That Refuses to Let Go


When Heaven Seems Silent


The Cry: A Mother Who Would Not Be Silenced


Encounter with the Word: The Test of Faith


The Struggle: The Silence That Refines Faith



The Outcome: A Daughter Healed from Afar








	



CHAPTER 3

Hannah — The Prayer of Bitterness Turned into Thanksgiving


When the Waiting Becomes Unbearable


The Cry: A Mother Who Poured Out Her Soul






Encounter with the Word: When the Leader Misunderstands


The Outcome: A Son Who Changed History








	



PART TWO: WHEN YOU HAVE NOTHING LEFT

CHAPTER 4

Hagar — When the Mother Has No Strength Left to Pray


The Moment You Have Nothing Left


The Cry: A Mother Who Could Not Watch Her Child Die


Encounter with the Word: The Cry That God Heard





The Struggle: When You Cannot Even Pray


The Outcome: A Promise for the Child








	



CHAPTER 5

The Father of the Prodigal Son — The Prayer of Active Waiting


When Your Child Chooses to Leave


The Cry: A Father Who Said Nothing but Kept Watching


Encounter with the Word: The Father Who Ran


The Breach: Active Waiting with Open Arms








	



CHAPTER 6

Rebekah — The Prayer of a Parent Who Does Not Understand


When the Battle Begins Before You Understand It


The Cry: “Why Is This Happening to Me?”


Encounter with the Word: God Answers a Mother Directly


The Outcome: The Struggle Was the Birth of Destiny








	



PART THREE: HONEST PRAYERS IN THE MIDST OF STRUGGLE

CHAPTER 7

The Father of the Epileptic Boy — “I Believe; Help My Unbelief!”


The Prayer That Is Not Polished


The Cry: A Father Who Spoke His Doubt Aloud


Encounter with the Word: Jesus Meets Him in His Honesty



The Outcome: A Son Restored








	



CHAPTER 8

David — The Prayer of a Father for a Rebellious Son


When Your Child Becomes Your Enemy


The Cry: A Father Who Wept Instead of Fighting Back



The Struggle: When the Answer Is Not What You Hoped


The Outcome: A Kingdom Preserved, a Father Broken








	



CHAPTER 9

Moses — The Intercessor Who Offered His Own Life


The Weight of Spiritual Parenthood


The Cry: “Blot Me Out of Your Book”


Encounter with the Word: God Listens to the Intercessor


The Outcome: The People Were Spared








	



PART FOUR: THE CALL TO PERSISTENT AND COMMUNITY PRAYER

CHAPTER 10

Samuel — “Far Be It from Me to Sin by Failing to Pray for You”


The Prayer We Dare Not Neglect


The Cry: A Leader Who Refused to Abandon His Post


The Struggle: When Rejection Makes You Want to Stop


The Outcome: A Nation Preserved Through Prayer







	



CHAPTER 11

Paul — “My Children, for Whom I Am Again in the Pains of Childbirth”


The Pain of Watching Spiritual Children Stray


The Cry: A Spiritual Father Who Would Labor Again


Encounter with the Word: The Goal Is Christ Formed in Them


The Outcome: Christ Formed in Them







	



CHAPTER 12

When Mental Health Challenges Your Child


When the Battle Is Invisible


Encounter with the Word: God Cares for the Anxious Heart


Prayer and Professional Help: Companions, Not Competitors





The Outcome: Hope and Restoration







	



CHAPTER 13

The Single Parent — Carrying This Alone When You Were Not Meant To


When You Are the Only One Standing in the Gap



Encounter with the Word: The Father of the Fatherless


The Struggle: The Exhaustion of Carrying Both


The Outcome: Children Who Know a Faithful Parent








	



CHAPTER 14

The Prayer of Grandparents and Extended Family


The Unique Burden of Those Who Love from a Distance


Encounter with the Word: The Crown of the Aged


The Outcome: Generational Blessing Released







	



CHAPTER 15

The Community That Prays Together — Strength in Numbers


Prayer Was Never Meant to Be Alone


The Cry: Parents and Leaders Who Joined Forces


Encounter with the Word: The Power of Agreement


The Outcome: Collective Breakthroughs








	



CONCLUSION

Never Stop Crying Out — Heaven Is Listening























A Final Word to You
















APPENDIX

A Parent’s Toolkit for Persistent Prayer

Section 1: Prayers for Every Situation



































Section 2: 7-Day Prayer Journey for Persistent Parents












































Section 3: Scriptures to Pray Over Your Child By Name































Section 4: Prayer Journal Pages










ABOUT THE AUTHOR





d2d_images/chapter_title_above.png





d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_left.png





d2d_images/cover.jpg
PARENTS PRAYIN, ;

& 3
iy
P e

IBRAHIM B. AMUNIKORO





d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_right.png





d2d_images/chapter_title_below.png





