

    
        
          Understanding Bible Doctrine on Tithe and Tithing — Myths, Misuse, and Biblical Truth

        

        
        
          Elimon Nyamambi

        

        
          Published by Elimon Nyamambi, 2026.

        

    



  
    
    
      While every precaution has been taken in the preparation of this book, the publisher assumes no responsibility for errors or omissions, or for damages resulting from the use of the information contained herein.

    
    

    
      UNDERSTANDING BIBLE DOCTRINE ON TITHE AND TITHING — MYTHS, MISUSE, AND BIBLICAL TRUTH

    

    
      First edition. January 7, 2026.

      Copyright © 2026 Elimon Nyamambi.

    

    
    
      Written by Elimon Nyamambi.

    

    
      10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1

    

  


Table of Contents

Title Page

Copyright Page

Epigraph

DEDICATION

Introduction

Chapter 1

Introduction

Chapter 2

Introduction

Chapter 3

Introduction

Chapter 4

Introduction

Chapter 5

Introduction

Chapter 6

Introduction

Chapter 7

Introduction

Chapter 8

Introduction

Chapter 9

Introduction

Chapter 10

Introduction

Chapter 11

Introduction

Chapter 12

Introduction

Sign up for Elimon Nyamambi's Mailing List

Further Reading: Who Will Pastor the Pastor?



  	
        
            
            "This book stands as a witness that God's truth does not burden His people but frees them to give with understanding and grace." Elimon Nyamambi

      

    

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

DEDICATION

[image: ]


This book is dedicated to all believers who have wrestled with confusion, fear, or misunderstanding regarding the practice of tithing and giving. May it serve as a source of clarity, encouragement, and empowerment, helping readers to approach stewardship with faith, wisdom, and a joyful heart.

I dedicate this work to the pastors, teachers, and spiritual leaders who labour faithfully to guide God’s people, often navigating the complexities of tradition, culture, and Scripture. May this book equip them with insight and understanding to foster healthy, Spirit-led giving in their congregations, free from manipulation or obligation.

To the generations of faithful saints whose sacrificial giving has built the Church and advanced God’s kingdom, this book honours your example of trust, devotion, and generosity. Your lives remind us that stewardship is more than a duty—it is an expression of worship and love that transcends formulas and percentages.

Finally, I dedicate this book to the Church universal, that together we might embrace the truth of God’s Word, restoring giving as an act of faith, obedience, and worship. May every believer find freedom in biblical stewardship, confidence in generosity, and joy in participating in God’s eternal purposes.

Author’s Note

For generations, the teaching of tithing has stood as one of the most practiced, yet most misunderstood subjects within the global Church. What should have been a doctrine that inspires worship, responsibility, generosity, and obedience has in many circles been reshaped into a tool of fear, pressure, manipulation, and financial coercion.

As an evangelist, teacher, and minister of the Gospel, I have been a witness to both the blessings and the wounds created by how tithing is communicated. I have seen devout believers sincerely striving to obey Scripture, while carrying confusion, guilt, or intimidation—not because of what the Word says, but because of how it has sometimes been presented.

This book was not written to criticize the sacred act of giving, but to restore it. It was not written to argue against the tithe, but to examine it through Scripture with honesty. It was not written to divide believers, but to ground them in biblical literacy and spiritual confidence.

In these pages, we turn back to the only infallible foundation of doctrine—the inspired Scriptures, from the Book of Genesis to the Gospel of Matthew through the teachings of the Apostle Paul. We will look at the tithe as defined under the Mosaic Law in the Book of Leviticus, its practice in ancient Israel, its purpose, its limitations, and its place (if any) under the New Covenant sealed by the blood of Jesus Christ.

You will also encounter uncomfortable truths about modern distortions, pastoral misapplications, doctrinal myths, prosperity extremes, covenant misconceptions, and the difference between biblical tithing and New Testament giving.

My prayer is that this work accomplishes three things in your life:

	Dispels error with clarity

	Heals fear with truth

	Restores generosity with reverence


May every reader approach this subject with humility, courage, freedom, and faith as the Berean believers did—who examined teachings against Scripture rather than accepting doctrine by popularity or pulpit pressure.

I invite you into this study with an open heart, a searching mind, and a reverent spirit. May the Word speak louder than tradition, and may truth outweigh assumption.

To God be the glory.

ELIMON NYAMAMBI
(The Evangelist)

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

Introduction

[image: ]


Few doctrines in the Christian world stir as much debate, confusion, and mixed emotion as the subject of tithing. For many believers, the tithe has become a deeply ingrained part of their worship experience—something taught as unquestionable, required, and tightly linked to God’s blessing or displeasure. Yet for others, the topic evokes discomfort because of the pressure, guilt, or manipulation they have encountered in churches where financial teaching was driven more by institutional need than by biblical clarity. This divide has led to an urgent need for believers to re-examine what Scripture actually teaches about the tithe beyond tradition, assumption, or denominational culture.

The purpose of this book is not to fuel controversy but to bring understanding. Many sincere Christians give faithfully but do not fully understand why they give the way they do. Others have rejected the idea of the tithe altogether because of abuses they have witnessed from pulpits and ministries. And still others sit somewhere in the middle—unsure of what the Bible truly requires of them. By returning to the plain teaching of Scripture, from the Old Testament law to the New Covenant established through Christ, we can rediscover the truth that has often been buried under centuries of interpretation and misinterpretation.

Throughout history, giving to God has taken many forms, from agricultural offerings to temple sacrifices to freewill gifts. The tithe, particularly, had a specific purpose, a defined structure, and a covenant context that most modern Christians have never fully examined. Many popular teachings about tithing today combine fragments of Old Testament law with New Testament promises, creating a hybrid doctrine that neither Moses nor Paul actually taught. This book seeks to untangle these threads, not to diminish giving, but to place it back into the framework God originally designed.

The misuse of the tithe in some contemporary settings has caused many believers to question the sincerity of church leaders and the integrity of church finances. While the vast majority of pastors are earnest and faithful, the reality remains that misuse does occur—and it has wounded countless believers. Yet the answer to misuse is not abandoning the doctrine of giving altogether, but understanding it properly. When believers know what Scripture truly teaches, they can give from conviction rather than coercion, and churches can teach with transparency instead of fear. If the children of Israel, living under the strict requirements of the Law given through Moses, were commanded to give a tenth, it seems logical at first glance to ask, “Shouldn’t we under grace give even more?” Many well-meaning believers sincerely wrestle with this question because they want to honour God with their best.

But here’s the heart of the matter—Israel’s tithe was never a symbol of spiritual maturity or a minimum standard for pleasing God. It was a national ordinance tied to a unique covenant system, upheld by civil law, and recorded in the Old Testament. Grace, on the other hand, is not a new tax bracket that demands higher payment—it is God’s invitation into freedom, willingly embraced through faith in Christ.

So when we tell believers today that they must still pay exactly 10%, we unintentionally send the message that grace now requires the same legal percentage that the Law once enforced. The entire teaching of the Apostle Paul was that giving in the New Covenant flows from the heart, not from obligation, pressure, or inherited rules. To suggest that people under grace should automatically give “more than 10% because the Law asked for 10%” misses something important: grace changes the reason we give, not just the amount. We don’t give because we are compelled to meet a percentage—we give because we are grateful to a Savior who gave everything, Jesus Christ.

So while generosity under grace often produces giving that far exceeds the tenth, it is deeply personal, Spirit-led, and freely chosen. That’s why asking, “How much more should those under grace pay?” turns giving into a calculation instead of worship. In truth, it’s misleading—and even a little painful—to tell believers that grace still demands a fixed 10% tithe. Grace doesn’t say, “Give more because the Law said ten,” it says, “Give freely, give joyfully, give sincerely, because Christ has set you free.”

At the heart of biblical giving lies a principle far greater than percentages: the posture of the heart. The New Testament emphasizes generosity, willingness, thankfulness, and sacrifice—not obligation, threats, or transactional promises. Understanding the difference between Old Covenant tithing and New Covenant giving empowers believers to worship God with freedom instead of fear. This shift does not weaken the call to generosity; it strengthens it by rooting it in love rather than law.

As you journey into this book, I invite you to approach this subject with an open mind and a prayerful spirit. You may discover truths that challenge long-held beliefs, or insights that confirm what you have always sensed but were afraid to question. Above all, may this study lead you into a deeper, more joyful relationship with God as you learn to honour Him—not because of pressure or tradition, but because of truth. Let Scripture speak for itself, and let the God of truth guide you into biblical understanding on this important and often misunderstood subject.

The purpose of the book

The purpose of this book is to bring believers back to what Scripture actually teaches about the tithe, without the filters of pressure, tradition, or popular opinion. Many Christians have been taught that tithing is a direct requirement of the Church age, yet few have ever walked through the Bible to see how the doctrine was originally introduced, regulated, and practiced. This book exists to replace uncertainty with understanding, so that believers can give to God from knowledge rather than assumption.

A second purpose is to confront the doctrinal myths that have slowly shaped modern beliefs about tithing. In many Christian circles, the tithe has been merged with New Testament promises, sometimes being presented as a spiritual access key to blessings, protection, or financial favour. But the biblical tithe was a national ordinance tied to Israel’s covenant under the Mosaic Law, first systematized in the Book of Deuteronomy. This book was written to separate myth from text, helping believers distinguish between covenant mandates and gospel principles.

Another goal of this book is to heal the discouragement caused by the misuse of tithing as a tool for fear, shame, or financial obsession. Many believers love God sincerely, yet carry emotional wounds from teachings that implied they were cursed, unfaithful, or blessed only in proportion to fixed percentages. This book was not written to attack the noble act of giving, but to heal the giver—restoring confidence, joy, and freedom in worship through truth rather than intimidation.

A fourth purpose is to educate ministry leaders, pastors, and teachers on the importance of doctrinal accuracy when discussing money in the Church. While churches need financial support and ministers deserve honour, the New Covenant model for giving was not based on legally enforced percentages, but on generosity, willingness, sacrifice, and stewardship. The teachings of the Apostle Paul highlight giving that flows from the heart, not from compulsion. This book exists to help teachers lead congregations with clarity, balance, and integrity.

The book also aims to strengthen biblical literacy within the Body of Christ. Rather than quoting isolated verses, this study walks readers through the whole counsel of Scripture—from the first tithe reference with Abraham in the Book of Genesis, to Israel’s structured tithing system, to the New Testament framework for giving. When believers understand context, covenant, and continuity, giving becomes spiritual maturity instead of religious mathematics.

Finally, the deepest purpose of this book is to restore giving to its rightful place—as worship, not weight. The question is not, “What is the least I must give?” or “How much more than 10% should grace demand?” but rather, “What does honouring God look like for me according to truth?” When Christians grasp this, they give more freely, more sincerely, and often far more generously—not out of law, but out of love. This book exists so that truth can guard the giving, heal the Church, and free the believer.
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Every sound teaching in the Church rests on a firm foundation. Before we can fully understand tithing, its purpose, or its proper practice, we must first examine the principles that govern biblical doctrine. Doctrine is not merely abstract theology or scholarly debate—it is the framework through which we understand God, His Word, and how He calls us to live. Without a solid foundation, even well-intentioned teaching can mislead, confuse, or burden the believer.

Foundations of doctrine begin with Scripture itself. The Bible is our ultimate authority, inspired by God, and sufficient for teaching, reproof, correction, and instruction in righteousness. Any study of tithing that ignores the context, covenant, or continuity of the Bible risks becoming a mixture of tradition, assumption, and human reasoning. In this chapter, we will explore how to examine Scripture accurately, the role of context in interpretation, and the principles that underlie all sound biblical teaching.

Another essential aspect of doctrine is understanding the distinction between law and grace. Many believers have been taught that the obligations of the Old Testament law automatically apply to New Covenant believers. Yet the New Testament reveals that God’s plan of grace, fulfilled in Christ, changes the framework of obligation. Before we can discuss tithing under grace, we must establish these foundational truths so that we approach Scripture with clarity, not confusion.

This chapter will provide tools for discerning truth from error. We will examine how myths and misuse can infiltrate teaching, and how careful study, prayer, and reliance on the Holy Spirit can guard against deception. By laying a strong doctrinal foundation, we prepare ourselves to understand tithing in its proper biblical context—free from coercion, misinterpretation, or fear, and ready to embrace giving as an act of worship and obedience rooted in truth.

What is a doctrine according to Scripture

When we talk about doctrine, we're not just discussing some dry collection of facts or an endless list of church rules. Think of it instead as the very compass and roadmap God gives us to understand who He is and what He wants for our lives. The Bible makes it clear that this teaching comes straight from God Himself, designed to guide us toward truth, righteousness, and a solid faith. The Apostle Paul, writing to a younger man named Timothy, drove this home with a profound challenge: "Pay close attention to yourself and to your teaching; persevere in these things, for by doing this you will save both yourself and your hearers" (1 Timothy 4:16,). This verse tells us doctrine isn't just something abstract; it's intensely personal and practical. It profoundly impacts both the person sharing the teaching and every single person who listens. It’s a powerful, life-changing force meant to align us with God’s own Word.

From the very beginning of the biblical story, God’s people were instructed to live precisely according to His commands. In the Book of Deuteronomy, Moses told the Israelites: "You shall be careful to do as the Lord your God has commanded you; you shall not turn aside to the right hand or to the left" (Deuteronomy 5:32). While this was under the old Law, the underlying principle is timeless across the entire Bible: God’s truth is meant to steer human behaviour, fundamentally shaping the hearts and minds of those who embrace it. Doctrine, in this light, is God's divine teaching distilled into life-directing principles. It’s not simply something we memorize, but a profound way of life lived in harmonious alignment with His will.

The New Testament absolutely carries this theme forward, demonstrating that doctrine is fundamentally linked to both faith and love. Paul urged the Romans: "Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that by testing you may discern what is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect" (Romans 12:2). Genuine doctrine is the catalyst for this renewal of the mind. It’s not just a set of intellectual concepts but a divine framework that literally reshapes our thinking, our attitudes, and how we behave. When we truly grasp sound doctrine, it sharpens our discernment, helping us clearly tell the difference between truth and error, and leading us into a heartfelt obedience motivated by deep love, not by fear.

Scripture also highlights that a vital purpose of doctrine is to protect the Church—the community of believers—from spiritual deception. Paul once gave a solemn warning to the church leaders in Ephesus that after he left, "fierce wolves will come in among you, not sparing the flock; and from among your own selves will arise men speaking twisted things, to draw away the disciples after them" (Acts 20:29–30). Doctrine acts as our essential safeguard, a clear standard rooted in God's trustworthy Word. It helps believers spot false teaching immediately and keep their feet firmly planted in the truth. It’s far from being just an academic exercise; it's a spiritual, life-saving compass for navigating confusing spiritual waters and human misinterpretation.

The importance of this teaching isn’t limited to protecting the community; it also profoundly moulds our personal faith and devotion. Jesus Himself, throughout His ministry, constantly corrected human error and misunderstanding by powerfully teaching the truth of God’s Word. He declared in a beautiful statement in John’s Gospel: "My teaching is not mine, but his who sent me" (John 7:16). True, good doctrine always comes from God, and it’s by sticking close to it that believers experience authentic spiritual growth. Doctrine acts as both a lamp and a mirror—it shines a light on the path of righteousness while simultaneously revealing the areas in our own lives that desperately need change. Without it, our faith can easily become dangerously vulnerable to fleeting personal opinions, passing cultural fads, or human traditions that actually distort God’s genuine purpose.

The Bible makes it clear that doctrine is completely inseparable from practice—what we actually do. James wrote sharply: "But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves" (James 1:22). Any teaching that doesn't ultimately result in obedience is fundamentally incomplete. Therefore, doctrine isn’t meant to merely satisfy our intellectual curiosity. It's the blueprint by which the Christian's mind, heart, and actions come into perfect alignment with God’s will. This is a crucial perspective, especially when we talk about things like tithing: understanding the deep biblical principle behind giving is far more critical than merely following a percentage or imitating a tradition. Doctrine enables us to engage with God’s instructions in a way that is spiritually alive and personally transformative.

The Bible portrays doctrine as a living, active, and absolutely practical expression of God's truth. It guides our behaviour, cultivates deep discernment, protects His Church, renews our minds, and transforms our hearts. As we begin the study of tithing, grasping this biblical view of doctrine lays the groundwork for everything else. The tithe isn't just a rule to be mechanically followed; it’s a principle we must understand, evaluate, and apply within the larger context of God's covenant, the grace offered by Christ, and the guidance of the Holy Spirit. By firmly rooting our study in sound doctrine, we keep ourselves safe from error and embrace giving as a vital act of worship that flows from knowledge, faith, and profound love.

Principles for interpreting biblical commands

When we open the Bible, it can sometimes feel like a map written in a language we only partially understand. Commands leap off the page, some simple and clear, others complex and contextual. The challenge is not that God’s Word is confusing, but that human beings often try to interpret it according to personal preference, cultural bias, or tradition rather than God’s intention. Throughout Scripture, God repeatedly reminds His people to carefully observe His Word. Moses said to the Israelites, “You shall be careful to do as the Lord your God has commanded you; you shall not turn aside to the right hand or to the left” (Deuteronomy 5:32). The seriousness of this instruction tells us that understanding commands correctly is more than a mental exercise—it is a spiritual responsibility that affects our relationship with God and with others.

One of the first principles for interpreting biblical commands is context. Every command in Scripture was given within a particular situation, culture, and covenant. When God commanded Israel to tithe, for example, it was not simply about taking a portion of income and giving it to a modern church building. It was a covenantal act tied to sustaining the Levites, the poor, and the temple service (Numbers 18:21–24; Deuteronomy 14:28–29). Failing to understand this context has led many believers to adopt rules that the Bible never intended for their time and culture. Understanding context is like standing in the room where the command was first given—you see the full picture rather than just a fragment of it, and the meaning comes alive in a way that is both accurate and spiritually enriching.

Closely tied to context is the principle of audience. To whom was the command originally given? Was it addressed to Israel under the Mosaic Law, the early Church under the guidance of the apostles, or to all believers universally? Paul writes in Galatians 3:24–25, “The law was our tutor to bring us to Christ, that we might be justified by faith. But after faith has come, we are no longer under a tutor.” Commands under the law served a specific purpose for a specific people. Today, believers under grace must ask whether the principle behind the command still applies, and if so, how it manifests under the New Covenant. Without attention to the original audience, commands can be misapplied, leading to legalism, guilt, or spiritual confusion.

Another important principle is considering the broader teaching of Scripture. The Bible is a unified story, and no single verse should be read in isolation. Jesus criticized those who focused on one aspect of the law while neglecting its weightier matters, saying, “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you tithe mint and dill and cumin, and have neglected the weightier matters of the law: justice and mercy and faithfulness” (Matthew 23:23). Commands must be interpreted in light of the entire counsel of God. This principle guards us against twisting Scripture to serve selfish ends or misinterpreting a detail while missing the heart of God’s intention.

Timing and situation also play a critical role in understanding commands. God’s instructions were often responsive to circumstances, addressing specific challenges, societal norms, or covenantal obligations. In the New Testament, Jesus frequently reinterpreted the Law in response to the spiritual blindness or misunderstanding of His audience (Matthew 5:21–48). This demonstrates that commands are living words that demand careful observation and spiritual discernment. Interpreting a command without regard to its timing risks applying it rigidly, ignoring the transformative purpose God intended.

Another guiding principle is examining the heart behind the command. God is less concerned with rigid compliance than with sincere obedience motivated by love. The prophet Micah reminds us, “He has told you, O man, what is good; and what does the Lord require of you but to do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God?” (Micah 6:8). Every command in Scripture carries a purpose designed to shape the heart, foster obedience, and cultivate righteousness. When interpreting commands, we must ask ourselves: Does my understanding reflect God’s heart or merely human expectation? This principle helps believers avoid legalism and embrace commands as a guide to relationship with God rather than as a checklist of obligations.

Finally, prayerful dependence on the Holy Spirit is essential in interpreting God’s Word. Jesus promised His disciples that the Spirit would guide them into all truth (John 16:13). While principles, context, and historical understanding are crucial, spiritual insight is equally necessary. Many have stumbled not because the Bible was unclear, but because they tried to rely solely on intellect or tradition without inviting God into the interpretation process. Prayer transforms understanding from a mechanical exercise into a spiritual encounter, allowing the Word to illuminate life, direct choices, and shape character.

Applying these principles is not merely an academic exercise; it affects daily living, worship, and spiritual growth. Understanding the commands about giving, for instance, is not about calculating percentages or fulfilling obligations blindly. It is about discerning God’s intention, participating in His work, and cultivating a generous, obedient, and joyful heart. As we study the tithe and other commands in this book, the principles of context, audience, holistic Scripture interpretation, timing, heart motivation, and reliance on the Spirit will guide us into a richer, more accurate, and spiritually fulfilling understanding.

Covenantal context in biblical teachings

When we read the Bible, it is easy to approach it as a collection of isolated instructions, rules, or stories. We might read a verse about giving, worship, or obedience and assume that it applies directly to us without considering the broader context in which it was given. Yet the Bible was written over centuries, addressing different people, cultures, and covenantal agreements between God and humanity. Understanding these covenants is crucial because they frame how God communicated His will, and they reveal why certain commands were given, whom they applied to, and how they relate to believers today. Ignoring the covenantal context can lead to misunderstanding, misapplication, or even distortion of God’s Word.

From the very beginning, God’s dealings with humanity have been covenantal. He made promises, set boundaries, and established relationships that carried both responsibility and blessing. In Genesis, for instance, God made a covenant with Noah after the flood, promising never again to destroy the earth by water and giving the rainbow as a sign (Genesis 9:8–17). This covenant was universal, extending to all humanity and creation, and it established a pattern: God communicates His intentions and expectations through a relationship framework. Understanding that this covenant was about God’s mercy, justice, and the preservation of creation helps us see that even early commands were situated within a relational and spiritual context rather than arbitrary rules.

The covenant with Abraham introduces another layer of understanding. In Genesis 12:1–3, God called Abraham to leave his home and promised to make him a great nation. This covenant was personal yet expansive, defining God’s plan to bless the world through Abraham’s descendants. When God later commanded Abraham to tithe to Melchizedek (Genesis 14:18–20), it was not a universal law for all generations, but an act situated within the covenantal relationship God had with Abraham. The tithe was connected to blessings, stewardship, and faith, illustrating that God’s instructions are often tied to relational agreements rather than a blanket legal requirement. Recognizing this covenantal context is key to interpreting commands correctly across time.

The giving of the Mosaic Law at Sinai provides another vivid example of covenantal teaching. God delivered the law to Israel with careful instructions, rituals, and societal codes, promising blessing for obedience and warning of judgment for disobedience (Exodus 19:5–6). The tithes, offerings, and festivals described in Leviticus and Deuteronomy were not just spiritual exercises—they were practical structures to sustain the Levites, provide for the poor, and maintain the covenant community. These laws were designed for Israel under a specific covenant that included civil, social, and religious obligations. They were not intended for universal application to all believers across time, yet many modern teachings often assume otherwise. Recognizing the covenantal context allows us to distinguish between laws given for a particular people at a particular time and principles that transcend covenants.

The New Covenant in Christ shifts the context in a profound way. Hebrews 8:6–13 explains that Jesus established a new covenant, making the first one obsolete. This covenant is not focused on legal compliance but on faith, grace, and the inner transformation of the heart. Commands under this covenant, such as generosity, honesty, and worship, must be interpreted within the framework of grace. For instance, while tithing was an essential part of the Mosaic covenant, giving under the New Covenant is motivated by love, gratitude, and willingness rather than by strict obligation (2 Corinthians 9:6–7). Understanding the covenantal context clarifies that the purpose and method of giving have shifted, while the principle of honouring God with resources remains consistent.

Covenantal context also illuminates the deeper spiritual lessons in biblical commands. When Jesus taught about the law, He often emphasized the intent behind the command rather than the mere act of compliance. In Matthew 5:17–20, He explained that He did not come to abolish the Law but to fulfil it, revealing the heart of God behind every statute. Similarly, the Apostle Paul repeatedly interpreted Old Testament commands through the lens of the covenant of grace. Galatians 3:10–14 explains that Christ redeemed believers from the curse of the law so that the blessing promised to Abraham could be received by faith. By understanding which covenant a command belongs to, we can interpret its application correctly and avoid misusing Scripture to impose legalistic burdens on those living under grace.

Practical application of covenantal understanding helps believers navigate contemporary issues in faith. Consider financial giving, for example. Many churches teach a fixed tithe of 10% as if it were a universal command, yet the biblical basis for this percentage was situated within the Mosaic covenant for Israel, with specific societal and religious purposes. The instruction to give a tenth was tied to life in the Promised Land. It was something the people were to practice once they had settled in Canaan, living off its produce and enjoying its increase. Moses himself never entered that land. He died before crossing over, on the edge of the promise, and therefore never lived under the conditions where that tithe was required. In that sense, Moses did not pay the tithe—not because of disobedience, but because the command was connected to a place and a season of life he never personally experienced. For believers under grace, giving is meant to be Spirit-led, cheerful, and generous (Acts 20:35; 2 Corinthians 8:1–5). Understanding covenantal context prevents misunderstanding God’s expectations and enables believers to give faithfully, joyfully, and biblically.

In the end, covenantal context reminds us that God’s Word is relational. Each command, statute, and instruction was given within the framework of God’s covenantal promises and purposes. They reveal His character, His expectations, and His plan for human flourishing. When believers interpret commands without recognizing the covenantal background, they risk treating God’s Word as a collection of rules rather than a living guide for relationship with the Creator. By grounding our understanding in covenantal context, we honour both the text and the God who spoke it, allowing Scripture to transform our hearts and guide our actions in every aspect of life.

Distinguishing timeless truth from cultural practice

One of the greatest challenges in reading the Bible is understanding which teachings are timeless truths and which reflect the cultural practices of the time. Many believers approach Scripture with the assumption that everything written should be followed in the same way today, without considering the social, historical, or covenantal context in which it was given. This can lead to misunderstanding, misapplication, and even spiritual frustration. Throughout Scripture, God communicates truth in ways that intersect with human culture, but discerning the difference between eternal principles and temporary cultural expressions is essential for living faithfully under grace.

Consider, for example, the dietary laws in Leviticus 11. For the Israelites, these laws were a vital part of their covenant with God. They separated the people from surrounding nations, reinforced health practices of the time, and reflected God’s holiness. Yet today, no believer is under obligation to avoid pigs, shellfish, or other foods prohibited under the Mosaic Law. Paul addresses this distinction in Colossians 2:16–17, saying, “Therefore let no one pass judgment on you in questions of food and drink, or with regard to a festival or a new moon or a Sabbath. These are a shadow of the things to come, but the substance belongs to Christ.” Here, Paul reminds believers that cultural and ritual practices of the old covenant pointed forward to Christ; the timeless truth is not about avoiding certain foods, but about living in the reality of redemption through Him.

Another example lies in the customs surrounding worship and religious attire. In the Old Testament, priests wore specific garments and performed precise rituals as part of God’s covenantal instructions (Exodus 28:2–43). While these details carried deep meaning within their cultural and covenantal context, they were not intended as universal laws for all generations. In the New Testament, Jesus criticized those who focused on external forms without understanding the heart of God (Matthew 23:25–28). The timeless truth is worship that is sincere, obedient, and God-centred, rather than merely external adherence to cultural forms or human traditions. Understanding this principle helps believers today distinguish what God desires in worship from practices tied to a particular time and people.

The principle of giving also illustrates the need to differentiate timeless truth from cultural practice. In ancient Israel, tithing was a structured, mandated act that sustained the Levites, the poor, and the temple (Numbers 18:21–24; Deuteronomy 14:28–29). This was a culturally and covenantally specific practice, not a universal rule for all believers across all generations. Paul clarifies this for the New Testament Church in 2 Corinthians 9:6–7, emphasizing cheerful, willing, and generous giving rather than rigid percentages. The timeless truth is the importance of honouring God with our resources; the specific cultural form—the tithe at a fixed rate—was part of Israel’s covenant. Recognizing this distinction prevents legalistic or misapplied expectations in today’s church.

A critical part of discerning timeless truth is observing the underlying principle behind each command. Many Old Testament commands were shaped by cultural norms, societal structure, or the limitations of the time. For example, laws concerning slavery, inheritance, or male and female roles reflected the social realities of ancient societies. While some of these commands served moral or protective purposes, they were also shaped by culture and are not meant as prescriptive for all generations. The timeless truths lie in the principles of justice, love, equity, and mercy. Jesus summarized the Law and the Prophets in two commandments: love God and love your neighbour (Matthew 22:37–40). These principles transcend time, culture, and covenant, offering a lens for evaluating all commands in Scripture.

Failing to distinguish cultural practice from timeless truth can lead to both misunderstanding and unnecessary burden. Many believers have wrestled with guilt, fear, or confusion because they assumed that every Mosaic practice applied directly to them. Paul repeatedly warned against binding Old Testament regulations on believers under grace (Galatians 5:1–6; Colossians 2:20–23). Instead, he encouraged discernment, freedom in Christ, and obedience motivated by love. The timeless truth is what aligns with God’s eternal character, His moral law, and His covenantal promises in Christ. Cultural practices, while meaningful in their time, were designed to point toward these truths rather than replace them.

Timeless truth and cultural practice can sometimes appear intertwined, making discernment challenging. For example, honouring the Sabbath in the Old Testament was a covenantal command tied to creation and Israel’s identity (Exodus 20:8–11). Under grace, believers are no longer bound to a legalistic observance of a particular day, yet the timeless principle of resting, worshiping God, and setting aside time for spiritual renewal remains. Hebrews 4:9–10 underscores this truth, emphasizing the spiritual rest believers find in Christ. Recognizing the underlying principle allows us to apply the truth faithfully in contemporary contexts without clinging to obsolete cultural forms.

Another way to discern timeless truth is through the lens of love, mercy, and justice, which are consistent throughout Scripture. Micah 6:8 teaches, “He has told you, O man, what is good; and what does the Lord require of you but to do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God?” Whether under the Old or New Covenant, God’s desire for His people remains the same. Cultural expressions may change, but God’s character and moral expectations remain eternal. By anchoring interpretation in God’s nature, believers can navigate Scripture faithfully, honouring
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