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Chapter 1

Ash was fast asleep on his giant bed in his hotel room, with Pikachu sleeping soundly beside him, when his alarm woke him. Pikachu dozily rolled off the bed and landed with a thud on the floor.

“Pika?” it mumbled. Ash got up and saw Goh sitting by the window.

“Hey, Goh,” said Ash. “Awake already?”

“Yeah, I’m counting on you to win in the semifinals!”
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Just then it hit Ash. Today was the day! He had reached the semi-finals of the World Masters Eight Tournament. He was just a few battles away from lifting the trophy and being declared the best Pokémon Trainer in the world!

The semi-final battle was about to start and Ash found himself in the stadium’s tunnel that led out to the field. He was nervous, but being surrounded by his Pokémon was keeping him calm. He turned to them and took a deep breath.

“Right! We’re finally here!” he said to the group. “I’m counting on you!”

Pikachu, Lucario, Sirfetch’d and Gengar all cheered. They stepped forward. In the stadium, the noise from the crowd was intense. Goh and Grookey sat in the audience while Ash walked out to thunderous applause. The commentator’s voice echoed around the stadium.

“Ranked eighth in the Masters Eight, Ash Ketchum takes the field!” he announced. Ash took his place in the centre of the field and Pikachu looked up at him, nervous but excited.

“Next, ranked second in the Masters Eight,” said the commentator, “please welcome Cynthia to the field.”
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Cynthia took her place opposite Ash, dressed all in black with her long blonde hair tumbling down over her shoulders.

Dan the referee stood between them, and laid out the rules.

“The semi-finals are full six-on-six battles! There will be no limits on time or switching out Pokémon,” he said, his voice booming loudly around the field. “The one who leaves all six of their opponent’s Pokémon unable to battle wins! Also, a contestant is only permitted to use Dynamax, a Z-Move, or Mega Evolution once per match.”

It was time to fight the first battle. “All right, then, contestants: send your Pokémon to the field!” said Dan. Ash and Cynthia held out their first Poké Ball. “Three … two … one … go!”
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Ash hurled his Poké Ball into the air.

“Dragonite, I choose you!” he called.

Cynthia followed. “Spiritomb … shake the world!”

In a flash of lightning, the big, orange Dragonite appeared. Opposite it, the rock-like Spiritomb landed on the ground with a thud. Suddenly, purple smoke appeared from it and a grinning face emerged in the mist. Ash and Pikachu gasped.

“It looks like Cynthia’s first choice is the Forbidden Pokémon, Spiritomb!” said the commentator over the speakers. The audience was stunned. Cynthia now controlled the field. Ash took a deep breath and prepared for a fight.

“My Dragonite won’t lose to any Pokémon you bring out!” he called.

“Battle … begin!”

Ash wasted no time commanding Dragonite to use Draco Meteor, but even before it could attack, Spiritomb knocked it down with a sucker punch! Dragonite recovered well and launched its meteor, which rained down around Spiritomb. When the dust had cleared, the Pokémon was unharmed.

“It’s laughing! Spiritomb is showing its might!” said the commentator. Dragonite flew into the air and was about to use Dragon Claw when Spiritomb hit it with its Hypnosis ability. The large dragon fell to the ground like a sack of potatoes! “It fell asleep!”

While Dragonite was down, Cynthia saw her chance.

“Use Dream Eater!”

Spiritomb let out a cloud of pink gas and sucked up Dragonite’s strength while it was sleeping. But Dragonite was not out of the game yet, so Cynthia shouted her next move:

“Use Dream Eater multiple times!”

Spiritomb attacked again and after the pink gas had cleared, Dan the referee checked on Dragonite.

“Dragonite is unable to battle!” called Dan.

The crowd clapped for Cynthia, while Goh shook his head sadly. Ash’s first Pokémon had already been retired, but the battle was still going. In a surprise move, Cynthia called Spiritomb back. Ash threw Gengar into the field, and Cynthia played her Roserade.
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Roserade hit hard and fast with Bullet Seed, a move where seeds shot out towards the opponent. Ash acted quickly, telling Gengar to use Shadow Ball so the seeds had almost no effect.

“Use Will-O-Wisp!” called Ash.

“Leaf Storm, go!” shouted Cynthia. But Roserade was burned by Gengar’s Will-O-Wisp, and it would lose strength as time went on. Cynthia called out:

“Roserade, return!”

Ash’s mouth dropped open. Cynthia’s playing style was unique!

“Gengar, get ready!” he said. He didn’t know what was coming next. He was surprised when Cynthia brought back Spiritomb for the second time!

“Not again!” he groaned. “Nope! Hypnosis and Dream Eater won’t work twice! Use Dazzling Gleam!”

“Sucker Punch!” said Cynthia.

Both Pokémon took a hit and fell to the floor. After a few worrying moments, they both stood back up again.

“That’s showing them, Gengar!” shouted Ash. But Gengar suddenly looked pale and fell down.

“Oh, no!”
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“Gengar is unable to battle!” announced the referee.

“Spiritomb has handed Ash yet another loss! Looks like it was the right decision to switch Roserade out for it!” The commentator’s words echoed loudly around the stadium.

Ash returned Gengar to its Poké Ball, and Cynthia swapped her Pokémon again, this time for Togekiss. In the crowd, Goh looked it up on his phone.

“Togekiss. The Jubilee Pokémon. A Fairy and Flying type,” said the Rotom Phone. “People say its very existence brings good fortune. It’s been pictured on good-luck charms since ancient times.”

Ash knew he couldn’t allow Cynthia to control the pace. He needed a Pokémon he could rely on. He looked at Pikachu next to him.

“Okay, buddy. You’re up!”

“Pikachu!” it said, excitedly.

The battle continued. Pikachu used Thunderbolt first, while Cynthia’s Togekiss used Air Slash, gliding around the stadium and avoiding the hits from its opponent. It fired once and hit Pikachu first time, who tumbled across the field. Cynthia didn’t waste time and called for Zen Headbutt. Pikachu failed to defend itself with its Electroweb move. Always keeping Ash guessing, Cynthia switched her Pokémon again!

“From out of the raging seas! Go, Gastrodon!” The slug-like Gastrodon appeared and Ash knew it was a good decision. Electric-type attacks won’t work on Gastrodon. She wanted to take Pikachu down straight away! “Earth Power, go!”
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Pikachu prepared to defend itself, but was shocked when the earth beneath it rose and cracked. A small explosion rocked the arena and it was thrown through the air!

“Pikachu, jump!” said Ash. He saw a way they could turn this into an attacking move. “Use Iron Tail!”

“Stone Edge!” said Cynthia quickly.
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Gastrodon created a wall of rock from nowhere, but Pikachu used their Iron Tail to chop it into pieces and fire them back at its opponent. Gastrodon caught each rock, but struggled under the weight.
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“Gastrodon seems to be absorbing the impact!” called the commentator. Ash knew what to do.

“Now! Use Quick Attack!”

“Pi ... pi ... pi ... PIKACHU!”

Pikachu dashed across the ground where Gastrodon couldn’t see it and bashed straight into its opponent. The rocks tumbled to the floor and Gastrodon fell to the floor.

The referee zoomed over and nodded.

“Gastrodon is unable to battle!”

The crowd cheered for Ash as Cynthia suffered her first loss of the day.
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But the battle was not over. Ash still had five more of Cynthia’s Pokémon to beat before he reached the final. Cynthia called Gastrodon back and returned Spiritomb to the field.

“It’s back,” said Ash. “Pikachu, I’ve got an idea we can try! Spin around and use Thunderbolt!”

“PIKA!”
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Pikachu spun around like it was breakdancing! The electricity coming from it was making a dramatic whirlwind of lightning.

“It’s a little early for a victory dance,” sneered Cynthia. “Use Hypnosis!”

Energy shot out from Spiritomb, but its Hypnosis move somehow got caught in the Thunderbolt attack and couldn’t reach Pikachu!
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“Cynthia! While we were in Sinnoh, we came up with this Counter Shield technique, and we’ve gotten even stronger since then!” he called across the field. “Pikachu, use Electroweb!”

“Sucker Punch!” Cynthia countered.

But Pikachu’s Electroweb was too powerful. It covered Spiritomb so it couldn’t move.

“Now! Use Iron Tail!” said Ash. Pikachu attacked and Spiritomb lay on the floor. Dan hovered in to take a look. While the crowd started to celebrate Ash’s win, Dan looked closer. The Spiritomb was leaking a strange black smoke. Cynthia smirked.
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“It’s Destiny Bond!” announced the commentator.

Pikachu was surrounded by the smoke and shook like it was being attacked. Pikachu fell to the floor. Dan checked on it.

“Spiritomb … Pikachu … They’re both unable to continue to battle!”

Ash kicked the ground. Cynthia had four Pokémon remaining, while Ash had three. He knew that without Pikachu, he couldn’t use its ultimate move – the 10,000,000 Volt Thunderbolt Z-Move!
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