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    This is a narrative about measured courage, where discovery depends as much on discipline as on daring. Explorations in Australia is a nineteenth-century work of exploration narrative and travel writing, set primarily in the arid interior of Western Australia and adjacent regions. Written by John Forrest, a surveyor and explorer who would later become a prominent public figure, the book gathers official journals from expeditions undertaken in the late 1860s and early 1870s. Composed within a Victorian scientific ethos, it balances practical observation with the human pressures of distance, thirst, and uncertainty. What emerges is a methodical chronicle of routes tested, country described, and choices weighed, yielding an account that privileges accuracy and restraint over sensational incident.

First published in the 1870s, the work sits within a burst of exploration literature that sought to convert vast inland spaces into mapped knowledge. Forrest writes as a professional surveyor trained to weigh bearings, elevations, and routes, and his authority as leader shapes the page. Dated entries, route notes, and official reports create a documentary register closely aligned with governmental and scientific aims. The tone is careful rather than flamboyant: instruments checked, rations counted, and distances reconciled. In this milieu, exploration appears not as sudden revelation but as the patient accumulation of verified detail, tested against the stubborn facts of landscape and heat.

In premise, the narrative follows successive expeditions that move outward from Western Australian settlements into largely uncharted (to Europeans) interior tracts, with objectives that include reconnaissance, verification of reports, and the identification of practical routes. Readers encounter day-by-day progress across scrub, sand, and stony plains; water is a constant question, and navigation a craft honed by repetition. The voice is spare, technical, and observant, yet it allows moments of quiet atmosphere—changes in light, the relief of shade—to register without flourish. The overall mood is one of austere persistence, a steadiness that trusts measurement, memory, and the disciplined routines of field practice.

Among the book’s central themes are leadership under constraint and the ethics of decision-making when error has bodily costs. Forrest’s focus on bearings, rations, and route selection illustrates the governance of risk, while his survey work foregrounds the nineteenth-century confidence in instruments and verification. Endurance here is logistical as much as physical: it means reading country carefully, returning to known waters when necessary, and resisting illusion. The journals also trace the transformation of uncertainty into knowledge through careful naming, recording, and revisiting. At every turn, the narrative considers what can be known, how it is known, and what remains necessarily provisional.

The environment functions as an active presence rather than mere backdrop. Heat, glare, and the sparseness of surface water shape the tempo of movement and the discipline of camp life. The account dwells on gradients, soils, scrub types, and the lay of dunes or ridges, linking description to practical consequences for animals, equipment, and morale. Maps are implicit in the writing: bearings marry to landmarks, and notes translate ground into lines others might follow. This interplay between paper and country—between abstraction and terrain—creates a quiet tension that propels the reader through days defined by distance, thirst, and measured progress.

Contemporary readers may find the book valuable both as environmental testimony and as a historical document of colonial exploration. Its language and assumptions reflect its time, including terminology and perspectives that are not neutral and warrant critical attention. Reading it alongside work that centers Indigenous custodianship and knowledge can sharpen awareness of what the journals record, omit, or misapprehend. As climate variability and aridity again press upon public life, the work’s attention to water, resilience, and limits acquires renewed resonance, inviting reflection on how data, prudence, and cooperation make difficult journeys possible without romanticizing danger.

To approach Explorations in Australia is to enter a carefully kept field notebook expanded into narrative: procedural, exact, and quietly absorbing. Rather than dramatic set pieces, it offers the satisfactions of method—routes reasoned out, obstacles catalogued, and uncertainties narrowed. For readers interested in exploration history, geography, or the craft of surveying, it provides a clear window onto how knowledge was assembled step by measured step. For general readers, it remains an instructive, humane study in persistence. It asks us to value patience, evidence, and leadership in harsh conditions, and to reconsider what constitutes discovery when every mile must first be proved.
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    Explorations in Australia compiles the official journals of surveyor and explorer John Forrest, detailing three major expeditions conducted in Western Australia and across the continent between 1869 and 1874. Written in a factual, day-by-day style, the book records routes, bearings, distances, water sources, and observations of terrain, vegetation, animals, and weather. Forrest frames each journey with its purpose, provisions, and method, and appends maps and tables to support the narrative. Collectively, the accounts document a search for the missing explorer Ludwig Leichhardt, a coastal traverse from Perth to Adelaide around the Great Australian Bight, and an inland crossing to the overland telegraph.

Part one recounts the 1869 expedition mounted to investigate reports that might relate to the fate of Ludwig Leichhardt’s party, lost two decades earlier. Forrest organized a small, mobile team with horses, pack equipment, and limited rations, and secured government support and instruments for surveying. Starting from the western settlements, the party moved inland along known rivers before turning into poorly mapped country. The narrative emphasizes careful husbanding of water, reconnaissance for rock-holes and native wells, and the use of scouting rides to test routes. Forrest records compass courses, camp numbers, and times, presenting a methodical search rather than a speculative dash.

Advancing across scrub, spinifex, granite outcrops, and salt lakes, the expedition examined trees for marks, checked abandoned fireplaces, and questioned distant smoke columns, but found no definitive traces attributable to Leichhardt. Conditions tightened as feed diminished and soaks failed, forcing conservative decisions about range and risk. Forrest details several loops and northerly and easterly probes, then an orderly withdrawal to preserve the party and horses. Although the mission did not resolve the mystery, it produced reliable mapping of inland tracts, identified permanent and seasonal waters, and narrowed the zones where a crossing by Leichhardt might have occurred, based on ground realities observed.

In 1870 Forrest led a second expedition to connect Western Australia with South Australia by land along the southern coast, aiming to transform earlier pioneering passages into a surveyed, repeatable route. The journals describe depots arranged ahead, careful loading, and the choice to keep near the sea cliffs and coastal dunes where occasional soaks and caves could yield water. The party worked eastward past long limestone barriers of the Great Australian Bight, threading between bare tablelands and sandy flats. Daily entries quantify distances, water intervals, and feed quality, all directed toward establishing whether an intercolonial track could be maintained with prudent logistics.

The Great Australian Bight crossing demanded precise pacing through extended dry stretches. Forrest notes using night marches when heat stressed the horses, digging in blowouts and at limestone cavities, and sharing scant water with strict rationing. Progressive movement from one known or discovered water to the next is set out with bearings and times, culminating in contact with settled districts in South Australia. The expedition confirmed a practicable, though demanding, coastal route, collated a register of watering points, and clarified the nature of the Nullarbor Plain and its cliffs. The results encouraged improved communications and informed future coastal and telegraph planning.

The third section covers the 1874 journey from the Geraldton–Champion Bay region eastward through the interior to the overland telegraph line, then southward to Adelaide. Objectives included assessing pastoral potential, extending mapping into untraversed deserts, and creating a direct connection from Western Australia to the continental communications spine. The party combined experienced bushmen, Aboriginal trackers, and survey instruments, with strategies centered on scouting granitic domes, claypans, and native wells. Forrest outlines provisioning, contingency depots, and the discipline of running survey lines. The emphasis remains on establishing continuity of water and feed sufficient to carry horses across broad belts of arid country.

Progress across sand ridges, mallee and mulga thickets, and chains of salt lakes is documented in a measured register: latitude and longitude fixes, barometric notes, and sketches of notable features. When water became uncertain, Forrest sent out small reconnaissance parties to trace Aboriginal tracks and follow bird movements to likely sources. Several difficult stages required retreat and replanning before a sustained advance succeeded. Ultimately the expedition reached the overland telegraph, verifying position and gaining supplies and news, before proceeding to Adelaide. The traverse added coordinates to blank areas of the map and delineated belts of country with very limited grazing value.

Throughout the book, Forrest supplements mileage and bearings with concise descriptions of geology, soils, and botany, noting limestone platforms, granite inselbergs, saltpans, and spinifex plains, as well as useful fodder species where found. Interactions with Aboriginal people are recorded matter-of-factly, including sightings, exchanges, and guidance on water sources, alongside cautious camp routines. The accounts include naming of features and cross-references to previous explorers’ observations. Appendices and maps compile routes, camps, and astronomical reductions, translating narrative progress into practical resources. These materials aim to assist future travelers, surveyors, and administrators by consolidating tested tracks, distances, and the character of available resources.

Taken together, the journals present a clear record of methodical exploration that advanced geographical knowledge of Western Australia and its connections to the rest of the continent. They document the elimination of certain conjectures about Leichhardt’s route, the establishment of a workable coastal passage between Perth and Adelaide, and the successful linkage from the western interior to the telegraph. The emphasis on precise observation, cautious logistics, and incremental progress conveys the book’s essential message: practical exploration depends on disciplined planning aligned to terrain and water. The work’s enduring value lies in its maps, measurements, and dependable descriptions for subsequent use.
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    Explorations in Australia is set in the late 1860s and early 1870s, when Western Australia was a sparsely populated British colony centred on Perth and the small port of Champion Bay (Geraldton). Vast interior tracts—the Murchison and Gascoyne districts, the Great Victoria Desert, and the Nullarbor Plain—remained largely unmapped by Europeans. Under Governor Sir Frederick Weld (1869–1875), the colonial Survey Department sought routes, water, and grazing prospects to reduce isolation from South Australia. The expeditions unfolded amid imperial ambitions to link the continent by telegraph and to secure overland stock routes. Horses, pack-animals, sextants, and chronometers underpinned surveying practice, while local Aboriginal knowledge was essential for locating water in arid country.

The disappearance of Ludwig Leichhardt in 1848 during his attempted east–west crossing from the Darling Downs to the Swan River formed a powerful backdrop. In 1869 the Western Australian government commissioned a search expedition led by the young surveyor John Forrest, accompanied by his brother Alexander and the renowned Noongar tracker Tommy Windich. Departing from Champion Bay (Geraldton), they pushed inland through the Murchison and into the water-scarce interior, inspecting reported tree blazes and campsites. No definitive trace of Leichhardt was found, but Forrest charted wells, springs, and routes, including important watering places on the Murchison plateau, and produced precise latitude–longitude observations. The book’s first part documents this inquiry, turning a colonial mystery into a program of systematic mapping.

The construction of the Overland Telegraph (1870–1872), linking Adelaide to Darwin and thence by cable to Java and Europe, reshaped Australian geography and policy. Forrest’s 1874 expedition answered to this new continental frame: he set out from Champion Bay to drive a line of survey across central Western Australia to meet the telegraph near South Australia’s northern line, at stations such as The Peake and Charlotte Waters established in 1871. Facing the dunes and salt lakes on the western margins of the Great Victoria Desert, his party rationed water and navigated by dead reckoning, sextant sights, and chronometer time. Reaching the telegraph in September 1874, they continued to Adelaide. Part III of the book ties exploration directly to communications infrastructure and national integration.

Forrest’s 1870–1871 journey from Perth to Adelaide along the cliffs and limestone plains of the Great Australian Bight built on Edward John Eyre’s 1840–1841 feat but substituted reconnaissance for survival travel. Backed by Perth and Adelaide authorities, Forrest’s party surveyed coastal stretches, identified and recorded scarce water at localities such as Eucla, Mundrabilla, and Madura, and assessed stock-route feasibility across the Nullarbor. The expedition brought Western Australia and South Australia into practical proximity by proving a repeatable track. In Explorations in Australia, this traverse appears as a technical narrative of distances, bearings, and camp logs, but it mirrors a political project: reducing intercolonial isolation and preparing the ground for later telegraph and coastal linkages.

Western Australia’s mid‑nineteenth‑century pastoral expansion and administrative consolidation also shaped the expeditions. After the 1829 foundation of the Swan River Colony, inland settlement moved slowly; by the 1860s the Murchison and Gascoyne districts were opening for sheep. Under Surveyor‑General transitions from J. S. Roe (retired 1870) to Malcolm Fraser (from 1870), the government sought reliable inland maps, wells, and stock routes and a clearer eastern boundary with South Australia along the 129th meridian. Forrest’s traverse data supplied longitudes, water inventories, and track notes later used by drovers and surveyors. The book captures this state‑building moment, translating exploratory lines into cadastral promise and facilitating later infrastructure, including the Eucla telegraph station (1877) and coastal communications.

The expeditions unfolded within Aboriginal countries—Noongar near Perth, Yamatji in the Murchison, Western Desert peoples (including Ngaanyatjarra/Anangu groups) inland, and Mirning along the Bight—whose trade routes and water knowledge were crucial. Tommy Windich (c. 1840–1876), a skilled Noongar tracker, served on Forrest’s 1869, 1870–1871, and 1874 ventures, mediating encounters and locating soaks, gnamma holes, and rock wells. The journals record meetings, exchanges, and occasional tensions, reflecting the broader pattern of frontier dispossession and negotiation in the 1860s–1870s. In Explorations in Australia, Aboriginal guides and place‑names appear as practical necessities, yet their presence also marks the exploration’s dependence on existing Indigenous geographies, even as colonial maps reclassified those spaces for pastoral and infrastructural use.

A wider imperial science movement framed the work: the Royal Geographical Society in London, colonial learned societies, and survey departments privileged precise triangulation, astronomical observations, and disciplined route surveys. The 1875 London publication of Explorations in Australia (Sampson Low) placed Forrest’s data—bearings, latitudes, longitudes, and water records—into a transoceanic knowledge network. Recognition from British geographical bodies in the mid‑1870s affirmed that these expeditions filled continental “blanks” left after Charles Sturt (1844–1846) and John McDouall Stuart (1858–1862). The book exemplifies how scientific routines, instrument protocols, and standardized logs underwrote claims to territory and informed policy decisions on telegraph routing, border definition, and pastoral leasing.

Read as social and political critique, the book illuminates priorities and blind spots of its era. Its meticulous attention to wells, distances, and lines of communication underscores a colonial agenda: securing land for stock and stitching Western Australia to eastern markets and imperial cables. At the same time, the narrative reveals structural inequities—reliance on Aboriginal expertise without corresponding authority; the translation of Indigenous sites into colonial resources; and the concentration of decision‑making among a small settler elite in Perth and Adelaide. By documenting scarcity, risk, and administrative calculation, Explorations in Australia exposes the logics of expansion that produced both intercolonial connectivity and Indigenous dispossession.
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CHAPTER 1.

Previous Expeditions into the Interior.

Attempts to discover a Route between South and Western Australia.

Eyre's Disastrous Journey.

Leichardt, the Lost Explorer.

The Latest Explorations.



As the history of the principal expeditions into the interior of
Australia has been narrated by several able writers, I do not propose to
repeat what has already been so well told. But, to make the narrative of
my own journeys more intelligible, and to explain the motives for making
them, it is necessary that I should briefly sketch the expeditions
undertaken for the purpose of ascertaining the nature of the vast regions
intervening between Western and the other Australian colonies, and
determining the possibility of opening up direct overland communication.


With energetic, if at times uncertain, steps the adventurous colonists
have advanced from the settlements on the eastern and southern coasts of
the vast island into the interior. Expeditions, led by intrepid
explorers, have forced their way against all but insurmountable
difficulties into the hitherto unknown regions which lie to the north and
west of the eastern colonies. Settlements have been established on the
shores of the Gulf of Carpentaria[1]. Burke and a small party crossed
Australia from south to north, enduring innumerable hardships, Burke,
with two of his associates, perishing on the return journey. About the
same time Stuart crossed farther to the west, reaching the very centre of
Australia, and telegraphic wires[6] now almost exactly follow his line of
route, affording communication, by way of Port Darwin, between Adelaide
and the great telegraphic systems of the world.


ATTEMPTS TO CROSS THE DESERT.

The telegraph line divides Australia into two portions, nearly equal in
dimensions, but very different in character. To the east are the busy and
rapidly advancing settlements, fertile plains, extensive ranges of grassy
downs, broad rivers, abundant vegetation; to the west a great lone land,
a wilderness[7] interspersed with salt marshes and lakes, barren hills, and
spinifex[5] deserts. It is the Sahara of the south, but a Sahara with few
oases of fertility, beyond which is the thin fringe of scattered
settlements of the colony of Western Australia. To cross this desert, to
discover routes connecting the western territory with South Australia and
the line marked by the telegraph, has been the ambition of later
explorers. Mr. Gregory attempted, from the north, to ascend the Victoria
River, but only reached the upper edge of the great desert. Dr.
Leichardt, who had previously travelled from Moreton Bay, on the eastern
coast, to Port Essington on the northern, attempted to cross from the
eastern to the western shores, and has not since been heard of. Mr. Eyre
made a journey, memorable for the misfortunes which attended it, and the
sufferings he endured, from Adelaide round the head of the great bay, or
Bight of Southern Australia, to Perth, the capital of Western Australia;
and much more recently Colonel Egerton Warburton succeeded in crossing
from the telegraphic line to the western coast across the northern part
of the great wilderness, nearly touching the farthest point reached by
Mr. Gregory.


EYRE'S JOURNEY.

It was in the year 1840, only four years after the foundation of South
Australia, that the first great attempt to discover a route from Adelaide
to the settlements in Western Australia was made. There then resided in
South Australia a man of great energy and restless activity, Edward John
Eyre, whose name was afterwards known throughout the world in connexion
with the Jamaica outbreak of 1865, and the measures which, as Governor,
he adopted for repressing it. It was anticipated that a profitable trade
between the colonies might be carried on if sheep and other live-stock
could be transferred from one to the other in a mode less expensive than
was afforded by the sea route between Adelaide and the Swan River. Eyre
did not believe in the possibility of establishing a practicable route,
but urged, through the press, the desirability of exploring the vast
regions to the north, which he anticipated would afford a good and
profitable field for adventurous enterprise. He offered to lead an
expedition which should explore the country around the great salt lake
lying to the north-west of the settled portion of the colony, and to
which the name of Lake Torrens had been given. Very little was known of
this lake, and absolutely nothing of the country beyond. The general
supposition, in which Eyre shared, was that there existed a large space
of barren land, most probably the bed of a sea which had at one time
divided the continent into several islands; but it was hoped that no
insuperable difficulties in the way of crossing it would present
themselves, and beyond might be a fertile and valuable district, offering
an almost unbounded field for settlement, and with which permanent
communications might without great difficulty be established. Some
geographers were of opinion that an inland sea might be in existence,
and, if so, of course water communication with the northern half of
Australia could be effected.


Mr. Eyre's proposition found ready acceptance with the colonists, The
Government granted 100 pounds--a small sum indeed--but the colony was
then young, and far from being in flourishing circumstances. Friends lent
their assistance, enthusiasm was aroused, and in little more than three
weeks from the time when Eyre proposed the expedition, he started on his
journey. Five Europeans accompanied him, and two natives, black boys,
were attached to the party, which was provided with thirteen horses,
forty sheep, and provisions for three months. Lake Torrens was reached,
and then the difficulties of the expedition began. Although dignified
with the name of lake, it proved to be an enormous swamp, without surface
water, and the mud coated with a thin layer of salt. The party struggled
to effect a passage, and penetrated into the slime for six miles, until
they were in imminent danger of sinking. The lake, or rather salt swamp,
presented a barrier which Eyre considered it impossible to overcome. The
party turned in a westerly direction, and reached the sea at Port
Lincoln. Here a little open boat was obtained, and Mr. Scott, Eyre's
courageous companion, undertook to attempt to reach Adelaide and obtain
further supplies. This he successfully accomplished, returning in the
Water Witch with stores and provisions, two more men, and some kangaroo
dogs. Thus reinforced, the party reached Fowler's Bay in the great Bight[2]
of South Australia. The map shows that a journey of more than 200 miles
must have been made before the point was reached. Thence they attempted
to make their way round the head of the Bight, but were twice baffled by
want of water. Nothing daunted, Eyre made a third attempt, and succeeded
in penetrating fifty miles beyond the head of the Bight. But the result
was achieved only at a cost which the little party could ill sustain.
Four of the best horses perished, which deprived Eyre of the means of
carrying provisions, and he had to decide between abandoning the
expedition altogether or still further reducing the number of his
companions. Mr. Scott and three men returned to Adelaide, leaving behind
a man named Baxter, who had long been in Eyre's employ as an overseer or
factotum; the two natives who had first started with him, and a boy,
Wylie, who had before been in Eyre's service, and who had been brought
back in the cutter.


Six months after Eyre had started from Adelaide, he was left with only
four companions to continue the journey. He had acquired considerable
experience of the privations to be encountered, but refused to comply
with the wishes of Colonel Gawler, the Governor, to abandon the
expedition as hopeless, and return to Adelaide. Indeed, with
characteristic inflexibility--almost approaching to obstinacy--he
resolved to attempt the western route along the shore of the Great
Bight--a journey which, only a few months before, he had himself
described as impracticable.


The cutter which had been stationed at Fowler Bay, to afford assistance
if required, departed on the 31st of January, 1841, and Eyre and his
small party were left to their fate. He had been defeated in the attempt
to push forward in a northward direction, and he resolved not to return
without having accomplished something which would justify the confidence
of the public in his energy and courageous spirit of adventure. If he
could not reach the north, he would attempt the western route, whatever
might be the result of his enterprise. After resting to recruit the
strength of his party, Eyre resolutely set out, on the 25th of February,
on what proved to be a journey attended by almost unexampled demands upon
human endurance.


Nine horses, one pony, six sheep, and a provision of flour, tea, and
sugar for nine weeks, formed the slender stores of the little party,
which resolutely set forward to track an unknown path to the west.
Accompanied by one of the blacks, Eyre went on in advance to find water.
For five days, during which time he travelled about 140 miles, no water
was obtained, and the distress endured by men and animals was extreme. It
is not necessary to dwell on every incident of this terrible journey.
Eyre's descriptions, animated by remembrances of past sufferings, possess
a graphic vigour which cannot be successfully emulated. Sometimes it was
found necessary to divide the party, so wretched was the country, and so
difficult was it to obtain sufficient water in even the most limited
supply for man and beast. Once Eyre was alone for six days, with only
three quarts of water, some of which evaporated, and more was spilt. But
his indomitable determination to accomplish the journey on which he had
resolved never failed. He knew that at least 600 miles of desert country
lay between him and the nearest settlement of Western Australia; but even
that prospect, the certain privations, the probable miserable death, did
not daunt him in the journey. The horses broke down from thirst and
fatigue; the pony died; the survivors crawled languidly about, "like
dogs, looking to their masters only for aid." After a few days, during
which no water had been obtainable, a dew fell, and Eyre collected a
little moisture with a sponge, the black boys with pieces of rag. To
their inexpressible joy, some sand-hills were reached, and, after
digging, a supply of water was obtained for their refreshment, and for
six days the party rested by the spot to recruit their strength. The
overseer and one of the natives then went back forty-seven miles to
recover the little store of provisions they had been compelled to
abandon. Two out of the three horses he took with him broke down, and
with great difficulty he succeeded in rejoining Eyre. At this time the
party were 650 miles from their destination, with only three weeks'
provisions, estimated on the most reduced scale. Baxter, the overseer,
wished to attempt to return; but, Eyre being resolute, the overseer
loyally determined to stay with him to the last. One horse was killed for
food; dysentery broke out; the natives deserted them, but came back
starving and penitent, and were permitted to remain with the white men.
Then came the tragedy which makes this narrative so conspicuously
terrible, even in the annals of Australian exploration. Two of the black
men shot the overseer, Baxter, as he slept, and then ran away, perishing,
it is supposed, miserably in the desert. Eyre, when some distance from
the place where poor Baxter rested, looking after the horses, heard the
report of the gun and hurried back, arriving just in time to receive the
pathetic look of farewell from the murdered man, who had served him so
long and so faithfully.


Wylie, the black boy, who had been with Eyre in Adelaide, now alone
remained, and it is scarcely possible to imagine a more appalling
situation than that in which Eyre then found himself. The murderers had
carried away nearly the whole of the scanty stock of provisions, leaving
only forty pounds of flour, a little tea and sugar, and four gallons of
water. They had also taken the two available guns, and nearly all the
ammunition. The body of Baxter was wrapped in a blanket--they could not
even dig a grave in the barren rock. Left with his sole companion, Eyre
sadly resumed the march, their steps tracked by the two blacks, who
probably meditated further murders; but, with only cowardly instincts,
they dared not approach the intrepid man, who at length outstripped them,
and they were never heard of more. Still no water was found for 150
miles; then a slight supply, and the two men struggled on, daily becoming
weaker, living on horse-flesh, an occasional kangaroo, and the few fish
that were to be caught--for it must be remembered that at no time were
they far from the coast.


On the 2nd of June, nearly four months after they had bidden good-bye to
the cutter at Fowler's Bay, they stood on the cliffs, looking out over
the ocean, when they saw in the distance two objects which were soon
recognized as boats, and shortly afterwards, to their unbounded joy, they
discerned the masts of a vessel on the farther side of a small rocky
island. Animated by a new life, Eyre pushed on until he reached a point
whence he succeeded in hailing the ship, and a boat was sent off. The
vessel proved to be a French whaler, the Mississippi, commanded by an
Englishman, Captain Rossiter. The worn-out travellers stayed on board for
a fortnight, experiencing the utmost kindness, and with recruited
strength and food and clothing, they bade a grateful farewell to the
captain and crew, and resumed their journey.


For twenty-three days more Eyre and his attendant Wylie pursued their
way. Rain fell heavily, and the cold was intense; but at length, on the
27th of July, they reached Albany, in Western Australia, and the journey
was accomplished.


For more than twelve months Eyre had been engaged forcing his way from
Adelaide to the Western colony; and the incidents of the journey have
been dwelt upon because afterwards I passed over the same ground, though
in the opposite direction, and the records of Eyre's expedition were of
the greatest service to me, by at least enabling me to guard against a
repetition of the terrible sufferings he endured.


EXPLORATIONS BY LEICHARDT.

It is further necessary to refer to another of the journeys of
exploration which preceded my own--that of the unfortunate Leichardt. He
endeavoured to cross the continent from east to west, starting from
Moreton Bay, Queensland, hoping to reach the Western Australian
settlements. In 1844 Leichardt had succeeded in crossing the
north-western portion of the continent from Moreton Bay to Port
Essington, and he conceived the gigantic project of reaching Western
Australia. Towards the end of 1847, accompanied by eight men, with
provisions estimated at two years' supply, he started on his journey. He
took with him an enormous number of animals--180 sheep, 270 goats, 40
bullocks, 15 horses, and 13 mules. They must have greatly encumbered his
march, and the difficulty of obtaining food necessarily much impeded his
movements. His original intention was first to steer north, following for
some distance his previous track, and then, as opportunity offered, to
strike westward and make clear across the continent. After disastrous
wanderings for seven months, in the course of which they lost the whole
of their cattle and sheep, the party returned.


Disappointed, but not discouraged, Leichardt resolved on another attempt
to achieve the task he had set himself. With great difficulty he obtained
some funds; organized a small but ill-provided party, and again started
for the interior. The last ever heard of him was a letter, dated the 3rd
of April, 1848. He was then in the Fitzroy Downs; he wrote in good
spirits, hopefully as to his prospects: "Seeing how much I have been
favoured in my present progress, I am full of hopes that our Almighty
Protector will allow me to bring my darling scheme to a successful
termination."


THE FATE OF LEICHARDT.

From that day the fate of Leichardt and his companions has been involved
in mystery. He was then on the Cogoon River, in Eastern Australia, at
least 1500 miles from the nearest station on the western side of the
continent. His last letter gives no clue to the track he intended to
pursue. If a westerly course had been struck he would have nearly
traversed the route which subsequently Warburton travelled; but no trace
of him has ever been discovered. Several expeditions were undertaken to
ascertain his fate; at various times expectations were aroused by finding
trees marked L; but Leichardt himself, on previous journeys, had met with
trees so marked, by whom is unknown. Natives found in the remote interior
were questioned; they told vague stories of the murder of white men, but
all investigations resulted in the conclusion that the statements were as
untrustworthy as those generally made to explorers who question
uninformed, ignorant natives. The white man's experience is usually that
a native only partially comprehends the question; he does not understand
what is wanted, but is anxious to please, as he expects something to eat,
and he says what he thinks is most likely to be satisfactory.


Leichardt was certainly ill-provided for an expedition of the magnitude
he contemplated, and it appears to be at the least as probable that he
succumbed to the hardships he encountered, or was swept away by a flood,
as that he was murdered by the blacks. Twenty-seven years have elapsed
since he disappeared in the interior; yet the mystery attending his fate
has not ceased to excite a desire to know the fate of so daring an
explorer, and ascertain something definite respecting his course--a
desire which was one of the principal motives that prompted my first
expedition into the unknown interior dividing the west from the east.


In 1872, Mr. Giles headed an exploring party from Melbourne, which
succeeded in making known a vast district hitherto unexplored; but his
progress was stopped, when he had reached longitude 129 degrees 40
minutes, by a large salt lake, the limits of which could not be
ascertained. In the following year Mr. Gosse, at the head of a party
equipped by the South Australian Government, started from nearly the same
point of the telegraph line, and at the same period as the Warburton
expedition, but was compelled to return after eight months' absence,
having reached longitude 126 degrees 59 minutes. Gosse found the country
generally poor and destitute of water. He was perhaps unfortunate in
experiencing an unusually dry season; but his deliberate conclusion was,
"I do not think a practicable route will ever be found between the lower
part of Western Australia and the telegraph line."


VARIOUS EXPEDITIONS.

At the instance of Baron Von Mueller, and assisted by a small
subscription from the South Australian Government, Mr. Giles made a
second attempt to penetrate westward. He reached the 125th degree of east
longitude, and discovered and traversed four distinct mountain ranges, on
one of which Mr. Gosse shortly afterwards found his tracks. One of his
companions, Mr. Gibson, lost his way and perished in the desert, and
therefore Mr. Giles turned his face eastwards, and, after an absence of
twelve months, reached Adelaide. He encountered many perils, having been
nine times attacked by the natives, probably in the attempt to obtain
water; and on one occasion was severely wounded and nearly captured.


On the 20th March, 1874, Mr. Ross, with his son and another European,
three Arabs, fourteen horses, and sixteen camels, started from the
telegraph line, near the Peake station in South Australia. He was
compelled to return through want of water, although, soon after starting,
he had greatly reduced the number of his party by sending back three of
his companions, two of the horses, and twelve of the camels.


Such, in brief, have been the results of the efforts made to cross
Australia between the telegraph line and the west coast, and ascertain
the probability of establishing a practicable route. I have referred to
them to show how persistent has been the desire to achieve the exploit,
and how little daunted by repeated failures have been Australian
explorers. I now propose to relate my own experiences--the results of
three journeys of exploration, conducted by myself. The first was
undertaken in the hope of discovering some traces of Leichardt; the
second nearly retraced the route of Eyre; the third was across the desert
from Western Australia to the telegraph line in South Australia. The
first journey did not result in obtaining the information sought for; the
second and third journeys were successfully accomplished.


CHAPTER 2.

FIRST EXPEDITION IN SEARCH OF LEICHARDT.

Statements made by the Natives.

An Expedition prepared.

Leader appointed.

Official Instructions.

The Journal.



Early in 1869, Dr. Von Mueller, of the Melbourne Botanic Gardens, a
botanist of high attainments, proposed to the Government of Western
Australia that an expedition should be undertaken from the colony for the
purpose of ascertaining, if possible, the fate of the lost explorer,
Leichardt. Reports had reached Perth of natives met with in the eastern
districts, who had stated that, about twenty years before (a date
corresponding with that of the last authentic intelligence received from
Leichardt), a party of white men had been murdered. This tale was
repeated, but perhaps would not have made much impression if a gentleman,
Mr. J.H. Monger, when on a trip eastward in search of sheep-runs, had not
been told by his native guide that he had been to the very spot where the
murder was committed, and had seen the remains of the white men. His
story was very circumstantial; he described the spot, which, he said, was
near a large lake, so large that it looked like the sea, and that the
white men were attacked and killed while making a damper[4]--bread made of
flour mixed with water, and cooked on hot ashes. So certain was he as to
the exact locality, that he offered to conduct a party to the place.


This appeared like a trustworthy confirmation of the reports which had
reached the colony, and created a great impression, so that the
Government felt it a duty incumbent on them to make an effort to
ascertain the truth of this statement, and Dr. Von Mueller's offer to
lead an expedition was accepted.


I was then, as now, an officer of the Survey Department, and employed in
a distant part of the colony. I was ordered to repair to headquarters, to
confer with the authorities on the subject, and was offered the
appointment of second in command and navigator. This was a proposition
quite in accordance with my tastes, for I had long felt a deep interest
in the subject of Australian exploration, and ardently desired to take my
share in the work. I at once arranged the equipment of the expedition,
but, while so engaged, the mail from Melbourne brought a letter from Dr.
Von Mueller, to the effect that his other engagements would not permit
him to take the lead as proposed, and I was appointed to take his place
in the expedition.


OFFICIAL INSTRUCTIONS.

The Honourable Captain Roe, R.N., the Surveyor-General, who had himself
been a great explorer, undertook the preparation of a set of Instructions
for my guidance; and they so accurately describe the objects of the
journey, and the best modes of carrying them out, that I transcribe the
official letter:--


Survey Office, Perth,

13th April, 1869.

Sir,


His Excellency the Governor having been pleased to appoint you to lead an
expedition into the interior of Western Australia for the purpose of
searching for the remains of certain white men reported by the natives to
have been killed by the aborigines some years ago, many miles beyond the
limits of our settled country, and it being deemed probable that the
white men referred to formed part of an exploring party under the command
of Dr. Leichardt, endeavouring to penetrate overland from Victoria to
this colony several years ago, I have been directed to furnish the
following instructions for your guidance on this interesting service, and
for enabling you to carry out the wishes of the Government in connexion
therewith.


2. Your party will consist of six persons in the whole, well armed, and
made up of Mr. George Monger as second in command, Mr. Malcolm Hamersley
as third in command, a farrier blacksmith to be hired at Newcastle, and
two well-known and reliable natives, Tommy Windich and Jemmy, who have
already acquired considerable experience under former explorers.


3. An agreement to serve on the expedition in the above capacities has
been prepared, and should be signed by each European member of the party
previous to starting.


4. A saddle-horse has been provided for each member of the party,
together with ---- pack-horses to transport such portions of the outfit
as cannot be carried by the former. A three-horsed cart will also
accompany the expedition as far as may be found practicable through the
unsettled country, and thereby relieve the pack-horses as much as
possible.


5. All preparations for the journey being now complete, it is desirable
that you should lose no time in starting, so as to arrive at the
commencement of the unexplored country by the end of the present month,
or beginning of the expected winter rains. It has been, however, already
ascertained from native information that a considerable quantity of rain
has recently fallen over the regions to be explored, and that no
impediment may be anticipated from a scarcity of water there.


6. The route to be followed might advantageously commence at Newcastle,
where some of your party and several of your horses are to be picked up,
and thence proceed north-easterly to Goomaling, and 100 miles further in
the same general direction, passing eastward to Mounts Chunbaren and
Kenneth of Mr. Austin's, to the eastern farthest of that explorer, in 119
degrees East and 28 3/4 degrees South. Thence the general north-easterly
route of the expedition must be governed by the information afforded by
your native guides as to the locality in which they have reported the
remains of white men are to be found.


7. On arriving at that spot, the greatest care is to be taken to bring
away all such remains as may be discovered by a diligent search of the
neighbourhood. By friendly and judicious treatment of the local natives,
it is also probable that several articles of European manufacture which
are said to be still in their possession might be bartered from them, and
serve towards identifying their former owners. The prospect of obtaining
from the natives, at this remote date, anything like a journal,
note-book, or map, would indeed be small; but the greatest interest would
be attached to the smallest scrap of written or printed paper, however
much defaced, if only covered with legible characters. A more promising
mode by which the former presence of European explorers on the spot might
be detected is the marks which are generally made on the trees by
travellers to record the number or reference to a halting-place, or the
initials of some of the party. Thus the letter L has in several instances
been found by searching parties to have been legibly cut on trees in the
interior of the eastern colonies, and in localities supposed to have been
visited by the eminent explorer alluded to. It is needless to point out
that metal articles, such as axes, tomahawks, gun and pistol barrels,
iron-work of pack-saddles, and such like, would be far more likely to
have survived through the lapse of years than articles of a more
perishable nature.


8. After exhausting all conceivable means of obtaining information on the
spot, and from the nature of surrounding country, an attempt should be
made to follow back on the track of the unfortunate deceased, which is
said to have been from the eastward and towards the settled part of this
colony. Here a close and minute scrutiny of the trees might prove of
great value in clearing up existing doubts, especially at and about any
water-holes and springs near which explorers would be likely to bivouac.


9. After completing an exhaustive research and inquiry into this
interesting and important part of your duties, the remainder of the time
that may be at your disposal, with reference to your remaining stock of
provisions, should be employed in exploring the surrounding country, in
tracing any considerable or smaller stream it may be your good fortune to
discover, and generally in rendering the service entrusted to your
guidance as extensively useful and valuable to this colony as
circumstances may admit.


10. Towards effecting this object, your homeward journey should, if
possible, be over country not previously traversed by the outward route,
or by any former explorers, and should be so regulated as to expose your
party to no unnecessary risk on account of the falling short of supplies.


11. In your intercourse with the aborigines of the interior, many of whom
will have no previous personal knowledge of the white man, I need
scarcely commend to you a policy of kindness and forbearance mixed with
watchfulness and firmness, as their future bearing towards our remote
colonists may be chiefly moulded by early impressions.


12. To render the expedition as extensively useful as possible, I would
urge you, in the interests of science, to make and preserve such
specimens in natural history as may come within the reach of yourself and
party, especially in the departments of botany, geology, and zoology,
which may be greatly enriched by productions of country not yet
traversed.


13. Direct reference to minor objects, and to matters of detail, is
purposely omitted, in full reliance on your judgment and discretion, and
on your personal desire to render the expedition as productive as
possible of benefit to the colony and to science in general.


14. In this spirit I may add that the brief instructions herein given for
your general guidance are by no means intended to fetter your own
judgment in carrying out the main object of the expedition in such other
and different manner as may appear to you likely to lead to beneficial
results. In the belief that such results will be achieved by the energy
and perseverance of yourself and of those who have so nobly volunteered
to join you in the enterprise, and with confident wishes for your
success, in which H.E. largely participates,


I remain, Sir,

Your obedient Servant,

J.S. ROE, Surveyor-General.



John Forrest, Esquire, Leader of Exploring Expedition to the North-East.



Mr. George Monger (brother of the gentleman who gave the information),
who accompanied me as second in command, had previously been on an
expedition to the eastward, and Jemmy Mungaro was the black who said he
had seen the spot where the remains of the white men were. His
persistence in the statement encouraged me to hope that I might be the
first to announce positively the fate of the lost explorer; but I had
then to learn how little dependence can be placed on the testimony of
Australian aborigines.


On the 15th of April, 1869, I began the journey. I was well supplied with
instruments for making observations, so as to ascertain our daily
position. A knowledge of at least the leading principles of the art of
navigation is as necessary to the explorer as to the mariner on the
ocean. Our stock of provisions consisted of 800 pounds of flour, 270
pounds of pork, 135 pounds of sugar, and 17 pounds of tea; and we each
took two suits of clothes.


The party were all in good spirits. For myself I was hopeful of success,
and my white companions shared my feelings. The natives were, as they
generally are, except when food is scarce, or their anger excited, on the
best terms with everybody and everything, and Jemmy Mungaro, so far as
could be judged from his demeanour, might have been the most veracious
guide who ever led a party of white men through difficulties and dangers
on an expedition of discovery.


Day by day I noted down the incidents of the journey, and that Journal I
now submit to the reader.


JOURNAL OF PROCEEDINGS OF AN EXPLORING EXPEDITION IN SEARCH OF THE
REMAINS OF THE LATE DR. LEICHARDT AND PARTY, UNDERTAKEN BY ORDER OF THE
GOVERNMENT OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA, BY JOHN FORREST, GOVERNMENT SURVEYOR.

Sir,


In pursuance of instructions received from you, the exploring party under
my command consisted of the following persons, namely, Mr. George Monger,
as second in command; Mr. Malcolm Hamersley, as third in command;
probation prisoner, David Morgan, as shoeing smith, and two natives
(Tommy Windich and Jemmy Mungaro). The latter native gave Mr. J.H. Monger
the information respecting the murder of white men in the eastward.
Reached Newcastle on the 17th and left on Monday, 19th, with a
three-horse cart and teamster and thirteen horses, making a total of
sixteen horses. Reached Mombekine, which is about sixteen miles
East-North-East from Newcastle.


April 20th.

Continued journey to Goomalling, sixteen miles, which we reached at 1
p.m., and devoted the remainder of the afternoon to weighing and packing
rations, etc., for a final start.


21st.

Leaving Goomalling at 10.30 a.m., we travelled in a northerly direction
for nine miles, and reached Walyamurra Lake; thence about East-North-East
for seven miles, we encamped at a well on north side of Kombekine Lake.
The water was very bad from opossums being drowned in it, and there was
hardly any feed.


22nd.

Hearing from a number of natives that there was no water in the direction
we intended steering, namely, to Mount Churchman, we decided on changing
our course and proceed there via Waddowring, in latitude 31 degrees south
and longitude 118 degrees east. Steering about South-South-East for eight
miles, through dense scrubby thickets, which we had great difficulty in
getting the cart through, we struck the road from Goomalling to
Waddowring, which we followed along about east for eight miles, and
camped at a well called Naaning, with hardly any feed.


23rd.

Mr. George Roe (who had come from Northam to bid us farewell) and my
teamster left us this morning to return to Newcastle. Considerable delay
having occurred in collecting the horses, we did not start till twelve
o'clock, when we steered East-North-East for eight miles over scrubby
sand-plains, and camped at a well called Pingeperring, with very little
feed for our horses.


24th.

Started at 8.50 a.m. and steered about east for seven miles over scrubby,
undulating sand-plains, thence North 50 degrees East magnetic for two
miles, thence North 160 degrees for one mile, and thence about North 80
degrees East magnetic for five miles over scrubby sand-plains. We camped
at a spring called Dwartwollaking at 5 p.m. Barometer 29.45; thermometer
71 degrees.


25th (Sunday).

Did not travel to-day. Took observations for time, and corrected our
watches. Found camp to be in south latitude 31 degrees 10 minutes by
meridian altitude of sun.


26th.

Travelled in about the direction of North 73 degrees East magnetic for
twenty-eight miles. We reached Yarraging, the farthest station to the
eastward, belonging to Messrs. Ward and Adams, where we bivouacked for
the night.


27th.

Bought some rations from Ward and Co., making our supply equal to last
three months on the daily allowance of a pound and a half of flour, half
a pound of pork, a quarter of a pound of sugar, and half an ounce of tea
per man. Being unable to take the cart any further, and wishing to have
the team horses with me, I arranged with Ward and Co. to take it to
Newcastle for 2 pounds. Packed up and left Yarraging with ten pack and
six riding horses, and steering North 320 degrees East magnetic for eight
miles we reached Waddowring springs in south latitude 31 degrees and
longitude 118 degrees East.


28th.

Started this morning with Mr. Monger, Tommy Windich, and Dunbatch (a
native of this locality) in search of water in order to shift the party.
Travelling about north for eleven miles we found a native well[3], and by
digging it out seven feet we obtained sufficient water for ourselves and
horses. I therefore sent Mr. Monger back with instructions to bring the
party to this spot, called Cartubing. I then proceeded in a northerly
direction, and at two miles passed water in granite rocks at a spot
called Inkanyinning. Shortly afterwards we passed another native well,
called Yammaling, from which we steered towards a spot called
Beebynyinning; but, night setting in, our guide lost his way, and we were
obliged to camp for the night in a thicket without water and very little
feed.


29th.

This morning Dunbatch brought us to Beebynyinning, where we obtained a
little water by digging. After digging a well we returned to Cartubing,
where we met the party and bivouacked on a patch of green feed.


30th.

Shifted the party from Cartubing to Beebynyinning, watering our horses on
the way at Inkanyinning and Yammaling, which was fortunate, as there was
very little water at Beebynyinning.


May 1st.

Steering about North-East for eight miles over grassy country, we reached
and encamped at Danjinning, a small grassy spot, with native well, by
deepening which about ten feet we obtained a plentiful supply of water.
Mr. Austin visited Danjinning in 1854, and we could see the tracks of his
horses distinctly. Barometer 29. Every appearance of rain, which we are
in much want of.


2nd (Sunday).

Rested at Danjinning, which I found to be in south latitude 30 degrees 34
minutes by meridian altitude of the sun. Read Divine Service. Jemmy shot
six gnows and a wurrong to-day.


3rd.

Steering in a northerly direction for sixteen miles, we reached
Yalburnunging, a small grassy spot, with water in a native well
HEAVY WORK IN THE BOG.
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