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​About the Author: Jackie Bolen
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I taught English in South Korea for 10 years to mostly university students. I've taught every class under the sun! These days, I'm living and teaching on Vancouver Island, Canada.

I hold a Masters degree and I've completed the CELTA and DELTA teacher certification programs. You can find me here:

YouTube: www.youtube.com/c/jackiebolen

Instagram: www.instagram.com/jackie.bolen

Email: jb.business.online@gmail.com

ESL Speaking: www.eslspeaking.org

You might also be interested in these resources: Climate Change Dialogues in Intermediate English and The Big Book of Phrasal Verbs in Use. Both of them are by Jackie Bolen. You can find them wherever you like to buy books. 
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​Introduction to the Book 
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Welcome to this book designed to help you expand your knowledge and understanding of English vocabulary related to the biggest mysteries in the world. My goal is to help you speak and write more fluently. Plus, be able to understand more of what you hear and read. 

Let's face it, English can be difficult to master, even for the best students. In this book, you'll find English dialogues, vocabulary words and phrases that are ideal for intermediate level students. The best way to learn new vocabulary is in context.To get the most bang for your buck, be sure to do the following: 


−  Review frequently.

−  Try to use some of the phrases and expressions in real life. 

−  Don't be nervous about making mistakes. That's how you'll get better at English!

−  Consider studying with a friend so you can help each other stay motivated. 

−  Use a notebook and write down new words, idioms, or expressions, that you run across. Review frequently so that they stay fresh in your mind. 

−  Be sure to answer the questions at the end of each lesson. I recommend trying to do this from memory. No peeking!

−  I recommend doing one lesson a day. This will be more beneficial than finishing the entire book in a week or two. 
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​The Bermuda Triangle
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Lisa: Have you ever heard about the Bermuda Triangle?

Tom: It’s that mysterious place in the Atlantic Ocean where ships and planes have disappeared, right?

Lisa: Exactly! Some people think it’s because of strange currents, while others believe in supernatural forces.

Tom: I read that a pilot once got lost there and couldn’t explain it.

Lisa: There are even stories of ships found completely abandoned, with no one on board.

Tom: Do you think there’s a real scientific explanation, or is it just a mystery?

Lisa: Scientists say natural causes might explain it, but it’s still fun to imagine other possibilities!

Vocabulary

Bermuda Triangle: A region in the Atlantic Ocean where many ships and planes have disappeared. 

current: A flow of water or air moving in a specific direction. 

pilot: A person who flies an airplane. 

abandoned: Left behind or empty. 

mystery: Something that is difficult or impossible to explain. 

Comprehension Questions

	What is the Bermuda Triangle?

	What are some possible explanations for the disappearances? 

	What did Lisa say about ships found in the Bermuda Triangle? 


Answers

	The Bermuda Triangle is a region in the Atlantic Ocean where many ships and planes have mysteriously disappeared.

	Strange ocean currents, supernatural forces, or natural causes. 

	Lisa said that there are stories of ships found completely abandoned. 


Discussion Questions 

	Do you believe the disappearances in the Bermuda Triangle have a scientific explanation?

	If you were a pilot or a sailor, would you be afraid to travel through the Bermuda Triangle? 

	What other mysterious places or events in history do you find interesting? 
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​The Lost City of Atlantis
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Mike: Have you ever heard of Atlantis?

Sarah: It’s the legendary city that supposedly sank into the ocean. Some people think it was a real civilization, but others say it’s just a myth.

Mike: I read that it was described by the Greek philosopher Plato. He wrote about a powerful city that disappeared thousands of years ago.

Sarah: Do you think there’s any evidence that Atlantis existed?

Mike: Some researchers believe that parts of it could be buried under the ocean, but no one has found real proof.

Sarah: It would be amazing to discover the ruins of Atlantis one day!

Vocabulary

civilization: A society with its own culture, government, and way of life. 

philosopher: A person who studies and thinks about life, knowledge, and the world. 

evidence: Facts or information that help prove something is true. 

ruins: The remains of old buildings or cities that have been destroyed. 

––––––––
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Comprehension Questions 

	What famous ancient person wrote about Atlantis?

	Where can you find Atlantis?

	Why do some people think Atlantis is just a myth? 


Answers

	The Greek philosopher Plato wrote about Atlantis.

	Nobody knows!

	Because there is no real proof that it existed. 


Discussion Questions 

	Do you think Atlantis was a real civilization?

	If a lost city like Atlantis were discovered, how do you think it would change our understanding of history? 

	Why do you think people are fascinated by places like Atlantis? 
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​The Voynich Manuscript

[image: ]


Alex: Have you ever heard of the Voynich Manuscript?

Lisa: No, what is it?

Alex: It’s an old manuscript written in a language that no one understands. It was discovered in 1912, but no one has been able to decipher it.

Lisa: That sounds mysterious! Does it have any pictures?

Alex: There are strange illustrations of plants, symbols, and even people. Some researchers think it might be a code, but no one has cracked it.

Vocabulary

manuscript: A handwritten book or document. 

decipher: To figure out the meaning of something difficult to understand. 

illustrations: Pictures or drawings in a book. 

code: A system of symbols or words used to hide a message. 

––––––––
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Comprehension Questions

	What is the Voynich Manuscript? 

	Why is the Voynich Manuscript considered a mystery? 

	What kind of illustrations are found in the manuscript? 


Answers

	It's an ancient book written in an unknown language.

	Because no one has been able to decipher the language in which it is written. 

	It contains illustrations of plants, symbols, and people. 


Discussion Questions

	Do you think the Voynich Manuscript is a secret code?

	What might be the reason why someone would write a book in a language that is impossible to understand? 

	How important do you think it is for historians and scientists to solve mysteries like this one? 
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​Bigfoot
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Tom: Have you ever heard of Bigfoot?
Sarah: It's a legendary creature, right? Some people believe it’s an ape-like monster that lives in the forests.
Tom: That’s right. They say it’s huge, with large feet, and it leaves mysterious footprints behind.
Sarah: I’m not sure if I believe it, but many people claim to have seen it. They say it’s elusive, always staying hidden in the woods.
Tom: Maybe one day someone will finally find proof of Bigfoot’s existence!

Vocabulary 

legendary: Famous or well-known, often because of an old story or myth. 

ape-like: Similar to an ape in appearance or behavior. 

footprints: Marks left by feet on the ground, often used to track or identify someone or something. 

elusive: Difficult to find, catch, or understand. 

Comprehension Questions

	What is Bigfoot believed to look like?

	Why do some people think Bigfoot is difficult to find? 

	What do people claim to have seen in the forests? 


Answers

	A huge, ape-like creature with large feet.

	Because it is elusive and stays hidden in the woods. 

	Mysterious, large footprints.


Discussion Questions

	Do you think creatures like Bigfoot could exist?

	What other legendary creatures or monsters are popular in your country? 

	Why do you think people are so fascinated by mysterious creatures like Bigfoot? 
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​The Wow! Signal
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Alex: Have you ever heard of the Wow! Signal? It’s this mysterious radio signal that was detected in 1977. Some scientists think it could have come from extraterrestrial life.

Sarah: So, it might have been a signal from aliens?

Alex: Yes. The signal was really strong, but it only lasted for a short time. Some people think it could be from another planet.

Sarah: It must have caused a lot of excitement among scientists back then. I wonder why they haven’t found anything like it again.

Alex: It’s still a mystery. Some say the signal could have been just a radio wave from Earth, but it’s hard to say for sure. It really makes you think about what might be out there in the universe!

Vocabulary

extraterrestrial: Referring to beings or things that come from outside of Earth, such as aliens. 

excitement: A feeling of great enthusiasm or eagerness. 

planet: A large, round object in space that orbits a star, like Earth orbiting the Sun.

Comprehension Questions 

	What is the Wow! Signal? 

	What do some people believe the signal might have come from? 

	Why do Alex and Sarah find the Wow! Signal fascinating? 


Answers

	The Wow! Signal is a mysterious radio signal detected in 1977. 

	Some people believe the signal might have come from extraterrestrial life, such as aliens. 

	Because it was a strong and unexplained signal, and it makes them wonder what might be out there in the universe. 


Discussion Questions 

	Do you think it's possible that extraterrestrial life exists in the universe?

	How do you think scientists should approach unexplained phenomena like this?

	If we discovered proof of extraterrestrial life, how do you think it would change our understanding of the universe? 
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​The Dyatlov Pass Incident
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Tom: Have you heard about the Dyatlov Pass Incident?
Sarah: It's a strange case. Nine hikers died in the Ural Mountains, but no one really knows why.
Tom: They were all experienced hikers, so it’s hard to explain how they could have made such big mistakes. Some people think there was an animal attack, but there are no clear signs of it.
Sarah: Some believe they saw a mysterious light in the sky the night before. Others say it could have been an avalanche, but the bodies were found in strange positions.
Tom: Yes, and the hikers’ tent was cut open from the inside. It makes me think there was panic among them.

Vocabulary

mistakes: Actions or decisions that are wrong or incorrect. 

mysterious: Something that is difficult to understand or explain. 

avalanche: A large mass of snow and rocks that falls down the side of a mountain.

panic: A sudden feeling of fear or worry that makes people act in a way that is not controlled. 

––––––––
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Comprehension Questions

	What is the Dyatlov Pass Incident, and where did it occur?

	What are some of the possible explanations for the hikers' deaths? 

	How was the hikers' tent found, and what does this suggest about their situation? 


Answers

	It refers to the unexplained deaths of nine hikers in 1959 in the Ural Mountains.

	An animal attack, a mysterious light in the sky, or an avalanche.

	The hikers' tent was found cut open from the inside, suggesting that there was panic among the hikers. 


Discussion Questions

	What do you think could explain the strange circumstances surrounding this Incident?

	How do you feel about the idea that there might be a supernatural or unknown explanation for the hikers’ deaths? 

	Why do you think mysteries like the Dyatlov Pass Incident continue to fascinate people around the world? 


d2d_images/chapter_title_above.png





d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_left.png





d2d_images/cover.jpg
Mysteries
of the World
Dialogues






d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_right.png





d2d_images/chapter_title_below.png





d2d_images/scene_break.png





