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Preface




On my first “solo” date
with Billie Jean Null (who later became my wife), I took her to
see Patton when
the film was released in April 1970. Since both Billie Jean and I
came from military families, we thoroughly enjoyed the three hours
that we spent together watching this epic motion
picture.
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George C. Scott as General
Patton

 


Franklin J.
Schaffner's Patton, released at the height of the unpopular war in Vietnam, was
described by many reviewers at the time as "really" an anti-war
film. It was nothing of the kind. It was a hard-line glorification
of the military ethic, personified by a man whose flaws and
eccentricities marginalized him in peacetime, but found the ideal
theater in battle. In this George Smith Patton was not unlike
Winston Churchill; both men used flamboyance, eccentricity and a
gift for self-publicity as a way of inspiring their followers and
perplexing the enemy. That Patton was in some ways mad is not in
doubt -- at least to the makers of this film -- but his
accomplishments overshadowed, even humiliated, his cautious and
sane British rival, Field Marshal Bernard Montgomery.

General Omar Nelson Bradley (played by
Karl Malden), who had the film's only other significant leading
role, cringed at the risk of lives and equipment that General
George Smith Patton (portrayed by George C. Scott) was willing to
contemplate, because he did not quite see that for Patton his men
and equipment were the limbs of his ego. Vanity and courage found
their intersection in Patton.
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George C. Scott as General
Patton and Karl Malden as General Bradley

 


Twentieth Century Fox paid
General of the Army Omar Nelson Bradley $90,000 for the rights to
use his World War II memoir, A Soldier’s
Story, and to serve as the senior military
adviser to the film.

The 1970 film,
Patton, sparked renewed
interest in General George Smith Patton (a.k.a. George Smith Patton
Jr.). The movie won seven Academy Awards, including Best Actor and
Best Picture, and immortalized Patton as one of the world's most
intriguing military men.

Less than one year after
watching Patton,
I joined the U.S. Army. Following Basic Combat Training (BCT) at
Fort Dix, New Jersey and Advanced Individual Training (AIT) at Fort
Jackson, South Carolina, I was transferred to my first permanent
duty station at Fort Knox, Kentucky.
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Specialist Four Raymond C.
Wilson with wife Billie Jean in 1972

 


At Fort Knox I was assigned to the
U.S. Army Armor School whose Assistant Commandant was Brigadier
General George Smith Patton IV (son of General George Smith Patton
of World War II fame). Shortly after befriending his driver, I
found myself serving as Administrative Assistant to Brigadier
General George Smith Patton IV from November 1971 to December
1972.
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Staff Sergeant Raymond C.
Wilson and Major General George Smith Patton IV in 1978

 


Six years later, I was selected to
work in General Officer Management Office (GOMO) at the Pentagon.
In addition to my duties as a career manager for all Active Army
General Officers (including then-Major General George Smith Patton
IV), I had the privilege of serving as Administrative Assistant to
General of the Army Omar Nelson Bradley from 1978 to
1980.
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Warrant Officer Raymond C.
Wilson and General of the Army Omar Nelson Bradley in
1980

 


For decades our collective knowledge
of General George Smith Patton of World War II fame has been based
on this popular film and the opinions of General Omar Nelson
Bradley. Bradley and Patton were never close friends, but both
realized that they owed much of their respective success to the
other. Bradley considered Patton profane, vulgar, too independent,
and not a team player. For his part, Patton thought Bradley was
overly cautious, indecisive at critical moments, and lacking the
resolve to follow through when the operational opportunity
presented itself. Historian Martin Blumenson characterized their
relationship as “World War II’s Odd Couple.”

The knowledge I have of
“World War II’s Old Couple,” portrayed by George C. Scott and Karl
Malden in the epic film Patton, comes from serving with
Patton’s son (Brigadier General George Smith Patton IV) at Fort
Knox and from serving with General of the Army Omar Nelson Bradley
at the Pentagon during the decade immediately following the release
of this Academy Award winning film in 1970. Based on my personal
experiences with Patton and Bradley, I have come to greatly admire
both men for the outstanding service they rendered to the U.S. Army
and the nation.

In 2021, I wrote a book
titled America’s Five-Star Warriors
in which I devoted an entire chapter to the life
of General of the Army Omar Nelson Bradley. In my current book
titled George Smith Patton: Four Men Who
Shared the Name, I delve into the lives of
the four generations of Pattons who used the same name. In order to
distinguish between these four individuals, I attached the
following Roman numerals to their names: George Smith Patton I,
George Smith Patton II, George Smith Patton III, and George Smith
Patton IV. It should be noted that the second George Smith Patton
was originally named George William Patton, but changed his name to
George Smith Patton after his father was killed during the Battle
of Winchester in 1864. The third George Smith Patton of World War
II fame was popularly known as George Smith Patton Jr. In addition,
the fourth George Smith Patton dropped the Roman numeral ‘IV’ after
his father died from injuries sustained in an automobile accident
in 1945.

I hope that you enjoy reading my
current book about the Patton family as much as I enjoyed writing
it.

 


 


 



Introduction


George Smith Patton III (a.k.a. George
Smith Patton Jr. of World War II fame) learned well the names of
his ancestors, together with those of many cousins who had served
in the Confederate Army during the Civil War, and, before them, 2nd
Great Grandfather Robert Patton, who settled in Fredericksburg,
Virginia in the early-1770s.

 


Robert Patton

 


According to Patton family lore,
Robert Patton fought for Bonnie Prince Charlie (the Young
Pretender), and his real name was not Patton. Robert Patton has
been variously described as "a smallish man who was hot-tempered
and something of a dandy" and "a mule-headed, fiery little man with
a fondness for ruffled shirts." He is also believed to have dropped
hints from time to time that he was the son of a landed aristocrat,
and that Patton was the name he had adopted and was known by in
Virginia.

Another story has it that before his
arrival in Virginia Robert lived in Bermuda, where he got into
serious trouble when he killed the governor with a pistol after the
latter insulted him. The only known painting of Robert, depicting a
clear-eyed, well-dressed young man, gives no hint of his
personality.

All this is myth. In fact a great deal
is known of the first Patton. Robert Patton (son of James Patton
and Eleanor Helen Gordon) was born in Mauchline, Ayrshire,
Scotland, on 24 September 1750, well after the Scottish revolution.
He emigrated to Culpeper (Virginia) in circa 1770 from Glasgow
(Scotland). To pay for his passage to America, Robert Patton was
indentured for a period of five years to the great Scottish
mercantile syndicate of William Cunninghame.
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Mauchline, Ayrshire,
Scotland

 


Robert Patton was based for a time at
the Cunninghame depots in Falmouth and Culpeper before moving
permanently to Fredericksburg. Patton's steady move upward within
the Cunninghame syndicate to positions of greater responsibility is
well documented. In 1773 he was placed in charge of the Cunninghame
operation in Culpeper and appears to have been one of its rising
stars.

Following the death of his fiancée,
Nelly Davenport, in February 1790, Robert Patton married Ann Gordon
Mercer, the daughter of Brigadier General Hugh Mercer on 16 October
1792. Hugh Mercer (Robert Patton’s father-in-law and George Smith
Patton III’s 3rd Great Grandfather) was a Scottish patriot and a
legendary Revolutionary War hero.
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Brigadier General Hugh
Mercer

 


In the early days of the Revolution,
Hugh Mercer took command of a small force of Virginia Minutemen
from Spotsylvania, King George, Stafford, and Caroline Counties.
Eventually, he rose to the rank of brigadier general in the
Continental Army, and in the winter of 1776 accompanying his old
acquaintance, George Washington, in the New York City Campaign, and
subsequent retreat to New Jersey. He accompanied George Washington
during the crossing of the Delaware.
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Washington crossing the
Delaware (Artist: Emanuel Leutze)

 


On 3 January 1777, Mercer met a larger
British force at Clarke’s Orchard. The struggle between these two
forces quickly turned into a race to secure the strategic position
on the heights of a nearby hill. During the struggle, musket and
rifle fire turned to hand-to-hand combat with bayonets.
Unfortunately, an overwhelming majority of Mercer’s men had no
bayonets on their muskets. As his men began to fall back, Mercer
stepped forward and desperately rallied his men with the words
“Forward! Forward!” His command was met by the forceful thrust of
British bayonets to his chest, and he fell to the
ground.
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The Death of General Mercer
(Artist: John Trumbull)

 


Hugh Mercer reportedly said, "my death
is owing to myself. To die as I had lived, an honored soldier in a
just and righteous cause." Those words assumed talismanic
importance for the heirs of Robert Patton.
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Descendants of Brigadier
General Hugh Mercer

 


As a boy, George Smith Patton III
(a.k.a. George Smith Patton Jr.) wrote a poem in which he proudly
concluded how his 3rd-Great Grandfather (Brigadier General Hugh
Mercer) had laid the cornerstone for the future family-military
legacy: “Then, Mercer, bear ye bravely, do no shame. Nor blot the
scutcheon [a shield or emblem bearing a coat of arms] of our
ancient name.”

That Robert Patton was
well established as a merchant in Fredericksburg by 1774 is clear
from the fact that the master of the sloop Speedwell assigned a
debt of forty-two pounds (more than sixteen hundred dollars -- a
huge sum at the time) to be repaid to him for wages advanced
between July 1774 and May 1776. He is reputed to have "made a
competent fortune in business." As
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